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Art. I. — The present state oj Antiquarian Research in 
Westmorland and Cumberland. By the Rev. James 
Simpson, Vicar of Kirkby-StepheD. 

Read at the Inauguration Meeting qf the Society j at Pen- 
rith^ Sept. lUA, 1866. 

ABOUNDING as they do in objects of antiquarian interest, 
and fruitful as they are in subjects well fitted to in- 
cite the curiosity and occupy the attention of arch8eolog;istS9 
these counties nave not until now had any society such 
as that which we have established to-day ; and though not a 
little has been done in the way of exploring the remains and 
explaining the many curious relics of antiquity that have been 
from time to time discovered, and are still existing in the 
district ; much yet remains to do. The members of this so- 
ciety may work diligently, labour patiently, and meet often, 
before they need to lack subjects to engage their interest and 
secure their attention. 

In his description of Cumberland, Speed says : — ^^ Many 
memorable antiquities remain, and have been found in the 
county, for it being the confines of the Roman possessions, 
was constantly secured by their garrisons ; and in many places 
their ruines remaine with altars and inscriptions of their cap- 
taines and colonies whereof many have been found." And not 
only has its position on the confines of the Roman kingdom in 
Britain maoe it fruitful in altars, and inscribed stones and 
sculptured monuments, the work of that ancient people, and 
witnesses of their rule and their presence, but at a later period 
of our history ** standing as it did in the fronts of assaults, so 
was it strengthened with twenty-five castles, and preserved by 
the praiers (as was then thought) of the votaries in religious 
houses at Carlisle, Lanercost, Wetherall, Holme, Dacre, and 
St. Bees.'' Westmorland cannot claim to have so many Ro- 
man remains, feudal castles, or religious foundations, for the 
want of the last of which Fuller quaintly accounts. ^' I be- 
hold," says he, *' the barrenness of this county as the cause why 

A there 
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there are so few firiaiies and conyentB therein, Master Speedy 
(so curious in his catalogue in this kind,) mentionbfl^ but one 
religious house therein. Such lazy folk did hate laoour as a 
house of correction, and knew there was nothing to be had 
here but what art with industry wrested from nature. The 
reader perchance will smile at my curiosity in obsernne that 
this small county having but four market towns, three of them 
are : — Kirkby Stephen, Kirkby Lonsdale, and Kirkby Ken-^ 
dal, so that so much of Kirk or Church ai^^eth not a liule 
devotion of the ancestors in these parts, judiciously expressing 
itself, not in building convents tor the use of monks, but 
churches for the worship of God/'* The religious foundation 
here alluded to was the Abbey at Shap, which, if not the only 
one, was the only one of any importance in the County ; and 
ihoueh it may be somewhat curious that in each of the vales 
of Westmorland! watered by its principal rivers the Eden, the 
Lune, and the Kent, there should be a town which must 
at some period anterior to the Norman Conquest have re^ 
oeived its name from the fact that there was a church there, 
it is well known diat places owing their names to a similar 
cause abound in Cumberland and elsewhere. The prefix 
Kirk is not so unusual as to lead to the inference that the 
people in Westmorland were in olden times n)ore devout, 
though less superstitious than in Cumberland, or in other 
counties. 

BBMAINS or THB CELTIC PBRIOD. 

But it may perhaps be more convenient, if, in reviewing the 
present position of anti<]^uarian research in the two counties, 
we deal with the subject m the order of time. And first, as 
regards those Celtic-^remabs, or rather, I should say, those 
vemaina usually assigned to the Celtic period, of which the 
counties contain not a few. It may be that there are slighter 
traces of this people, and their occupation of the district, than 
of those who followed them, drove them from their homes or 
destroyed them ; and the conclusions arrived at by one of our 
members will in a great measure command our assent. The 
author of The Northmen in Cumberland and Westmorland 
says, << We find no vestiges of a Celtic origin in the character- 
istics, physical and moral, of the present inhabitants of the 
district, nor does their dialect present any but the faintest 
traces of the language of the Ancient Britons. And though 
a more considerable number of Celtic names of places exists 
than in most other parts of England, yet taking the district 

« ?iai«r'B Wortbiot, Nicol'i «d^ toI. IL, p. 4S8. 
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of the HKNUitaiin, where anCMnt naaies nsuJly Bnger miidl 
longer than elsewhere* tke mmber of SQch names is, in point 
t»f fMt, less thiin in some other moontaui districts ^ England I ^ 
Other writefs, who have devoted great attention to the sub- 
ject, and brought to its consideration no small- amount of leann 
mg, and ability, and careAd research, have held that the Celtic 
tongue has exerdsed a somewhat larger influence upon the 
Bomenclature of the district and the dialect of the peo^e, and 
that the Celtic type of skuli is yery preYalent m parts ^ 
the two counties. The author of Cumberkmd mtut IVesiwun^ 
kmdj Ancient and Modemy has traced many names and words 
to Celtic sources, and though it is probable that some of his 
deriYatioiis may admit of another explanation, or another 
rooc, still Mr. Sullivan's woiks and his <^Hnions will command 
both attention and respect. 

Whether those remarakble drdes of upright stones, several 
of which are still existing in these counties, belong to a period 

Kvious to the landing of Cnsar, or were erected at a much 
sr date is still a puule for antiquaries. The common 
name ei Druid drcles implies the popular belief as to thdr 
Origin and use, and various strange opinions have been pro^ 
pounded concerning them, but though we may have made 
some slight progress in proving what 3iey are not, and do not 
theorise ouite so wildly as did those who nave gone before us, 
we have done little towards solving the mystery diat surrounds 
them. The builders and their object aro alike unknown,^ and 
the mode in which they moved stones of such enormoivi weight, 
as well as the means and appliuices by which they raised them 
to an upright position, can be but doubtfully jessed at. 
That some of them have been places of sepulture is beyond a 
doubt. Those best, most useful, and safest counsellors of the 

antiquary — the pick and the spade have revealed the fact 

that bodies, chiefly burnt, have been deposited within them ; 
but whether the circle of stones ensted before, or was erected 
after the burial, is a question yet to be solved. In some cases, 
as at Long Meg, there are no traces of a mound remaining ; 
b others, as at Gunncrkeld and at Maughanby the barrow not 
only filled the enclosure but partially covered the stones, l ne 
cunous circular markings recently discovered upon I-^'IK j^*B» 
at Maughanby, at Shap, and at other places, *^*^1^f*Jf^^^^^ 
interest to these andent monuments, and «^^y^^ll*^^^'^!''Sn 
toally to learn their history. At preBenU }^o^^^e^7ie^^ 
only say of them as CamZen said of the ^^^^^^ f '"t^J^^^ 
-what theymean or to what nation they belong, iet^ 
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learned determine."* That tbe mystery will be cleared up^f 
I fiilly believe, though it may happen that thoae who first 
essay an explanation of these strange characters or curious 
symbols, or seek to assign to them a date or a meaning will, 
like Bishop Nicholson in his attempt to explain the inscription 
at Bewcastle, err firom the truth. And in solving this and 
other di£Eicult problems connected with the early history of the 
district, we may reasonabl]^ hope that the graves of its ancient 
people will yield us some information. We know how much 
IS being done, and has been done in thb direction in other 
localities, and as there must still be many ancient burials in 
these counties as yet undisturbed, it is to be hoped that the 
members of this society will, for the future, use their influence 
to prevent any barrow being opened and its contents tampered 
witn, except under competent and careful supervision. It i» 
not an easy thing to learn from an opened tumulus all that it 
is calculated to teach. There are only few who can spell out 
the story that it tells, and tells clearly and unmistakeably to 
one who can read the characters and join together the syllables 
as they are one by one revealed. It must be remembered that 
many of these characters and syllables are seen but once^ and 
if not read and understood at the time, they pass away and can 
never be recalled, and another link is lost, another gleam of 
light from the &r distant past is ignorantly and ruthlessly 
quenched to shine no more for ever. 

It is not without deep regret that one hears of barrow» 
opened by unskilful hands, their contents disturbed and 
dispersed, and no satis&ctory or sufficient description left 
on record either of the barrow itself, the mode of burial, 
the type of the skull, or, if burnt, the character of 
the urn in which the ashes were contained, or the 
ornaments, or the weapons that had been deposited with 
their owner in the grave. Not that we are without descrip- 
tions of barrows that have been opened in these counties both 
in the last and the present century, and of what they were 
found to contain ; nor are these without their value or their 
use, and if any member of this society would take the trouble 
to collect such descriptions out of the various publications in 
which they have appeared, he would confer no small benefit 
upon his fellow members, materially aid those engaged in that 
particular branch of research, and earn a deep debt of gratitude 
from everybody in these counties interested in antiquarian 
pursuits. In the 10th Vol. of the ArchiBologia^ p. 112 , 

* Camden's Britaiiui^-Gough*s TraniUtion, toI. III., p. 422. 

there 
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riZ. r.i • '^«'« the m»^ *»*tvaen in which the bodv 

?hTA£?^'"*^«»t. for &P ""»!« «» these stones at^l 

tf! •j'^"' ^«'»ed a i!f° ^'•ey* when taken for one side of 
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barrow raised. IW*^**" i>ad been constructed nndV^e 
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6 Archeology in Westmorland and Cumberland. 

worth while alluding to the opinion in Hutchmson that 'Hhese 
markings were the work of yery ignorant sorcerers and wicked 
wretches, who placed them in ancient sepulchres under the im* 
pression that they would thereby secure the services of the 
«yil spirits that were supposed especially to rejoice in such 
abiding places, supporting his supposition by some brass plates 
with numerals and magHic devices found in the tumulus near 
Gilling, in Richmondsnire."* So &r as may be judged from 
the engravings, these inscribed stones seem to have been not 
unlike one now existing near Tebay, called the Brandreth Stone, 
and the marks upon them appear to have been somewhat 
similar to some of those found upon stones in Northumberland, 
upon Long Me^ and Maughanby in this county, and elsewhere, 
an account of which we may shortly expect to see published. 

Had the historian of Cumberland known of the circular marks 
upon Long Meg, or on the Goggleby Stone at Shap, he 
would probably have told us that some magician had placed his 
mystic symbols on these stones in order that he might have 
power over the witches that Long Meg and her daughters are 
popularly supposed to represent, or control that spirit of evil with 
which Goggleby is thought to be haunted. Not that I would 
venture to discard Hutchinson's theory as utterly ridiculous and 
absurd. In these days, experience teaches us that it is not safe 
to assert or to deny anything in matters antiquarian, except what 
we see, and never to be over confident of the correctness of the 
conclusions at which we arrive. We know not whither Aiture re-^ 
searches may lead us, nor what new discoveries may teach us, but 
though it is possible that the marks on Long Meg or on Goggle^ 
by may be the work of some magician in the time of James 1, it 
is most exceedingly improbable that the stones at Maughanby, 
so recently uncovered, or the cobbles that formed one side of the 
histvaen at Aspatria could have been incised at any period subset 
quent to the interments with which they were found connected* 

Whatever may be the meaning of these curious marks, and 
whatever they may symbolise ; whether they will help us to 
fix the date of these remarkable monuments. Long Meg, Caer 
Mot, and the Greyyauds in Cumberland, and Gunnerkeldf 
Gamelans, and Carl Lofts, in Westmorland, certain it is that 
the subject is worthy of the attention of antiquaries, and we 
shall do well — each m his own locality— to keep our eyes open, 
and examine these upright stones — whether in a circle or 
standing alone — to see if we can find any such marks upon them* 

I need not tell you that in addition to circles of upright 

* Hatcbinton's History of CnmberUmd, ? oL 2, p. 228, note. 
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stones five or six feet high, there are to be found other drcles, 
single or concentric, of much smaller stones, two and even three 
of which circles I have known one within the other, and in two 
instances within my knowledge, the remains of two sets of 
these circles are closely adjoining each other. Upon these 
stones marks may exist, and should be looked for, and one 
cursory examination should not sufficiently satisfy us that 
they are not there. And there are other stones of immense 
size standing alone, but evidently placed in their present site 
by the hands of man • Upon some of them marks may be found 
to exist, each one of which in its degree may aid in the discovery 
of their meaning and their use. Unfortunately, very man^ of 
these huge monoliths, well remembered by people now living, 
have been destroyed. At Kirkbythore, within the last few 
years, a noted one fell a victim to agricultural improvement. 
It was blasted and broken, and when the shattered fnurments 
were removed, an urn, or rather its fragments,* which had 
contained ashes and burnt bones, were found beneath it. 
The destruction of such a stone is the more to be regretted 
because it might have had upon it the markings to which I 
have alluded ; and they, coupled with the character of the urn 
and the nature of the deposit beneath it, might have helped us 
to spell out a word or a date in the story. 

ROMAN RSMA1N& 

Of the Roman remains, and especially of that portion of the 
Wall that crosses Cumberland, we are in possession of a vast 
amount of information. The survey, ably and carefully cais 
ried out at the expense of the late Earl of Northumberland, 
and the description given by Mr. McLauchlan ; as well as 
the learned and valuable work of Dr. Bruce, the historian of 
the Wall, have made the antiquarian student very familiar with 
this remarkable work. And the numerous altars, and sculp- 
tured stones, that have been discovered and preserved at Netn- 
erhall, at Lanercost, and at other places, as well as the inscrip-^ 
tions that have been deciphered, fully bear out the assertion of 
the old historian previously quoted, ^^ that many memorable 
antiquities remain and have been found in this county.^'t But 
we have much yet to learn of the historv of the Komans in 
Cumberland, and we can only hope to learn it by careful in- 
quiry, diligent search, and accurate observation. In his paper 
communicated to the historical Section of the Archaeological 
Institute when it met at Carlisle, Mr. Hodgson Hinde says : — 
<*Under the Romans the most important military stations in 

« The fragments of thli nm are at Lowther Cactle. f Speed. 
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Cumberland were those on the line of the great mural barrier 
at Burdoswald, Walton, Stanwiz, Burfi^h-upon-Sands, Drum- 
burgh, and Bowness, but of these the ancient name of the 
first only, Amboglanna, has been ascertained with certainty ; 
the testimony of inscribed stones which has enabled our anti- 
quaries to identify all the mural stations in Northumberland 
entirely failing us after our first step on Cumbrian ground/'* 
It may be that we can never recover those missing inscriptions, 
the existence of which, knowing what we do of the habits of 
the people, we can hardly doubt. But it is something to aim 
at ; knowledge to be desired, and more careful explorations 
may give us more accmrate information* 

ROMAN ROADS. 

Meanwhile, the Roman roads that traverse the counties, 
and the Roman camps at a distance from the line of the Wall, 
may profitably occupy our attention. There are several in- 
stances in which the route of the road and the name of the 
station are exceedingly doubtful, and though the careful student 
might reduce these instances to few, the fifeneral reader of the 
histories of our counties must occasionaTly find himself com- 
pletely perplexed. For example, there is a Roman road leading 
from the neighbourhood of Kendal, by way of Borough-bridge 
through Crosby Ravensworth in the direction of Kirkbythore. 
More than one attempt has been made to describe that road, 
trace its course and give it a name, but the writers can but 
conjecture, they have no satisfactory evidence to offer in proof, 
that this was the tenth Iter ofAntoninusj and that Alone was 
at Borough-bridge. And yet the station itself probably con- 
tains inscribed stones that might help us to find out by whom 
it was garrisoned, and thereby learn its name; but as yet there 
has been no search, and though a few Roman antiquities 
have been found, I do not know that the well-defined station 
at that place has yielded a single altar, a sculptured or inscribed 
stone, which has been preserved, or figured, or described. 
Kirkbythore, in the direction of which this road runs, has not 
been equally unproductive, and I am glad to say that the firag^* 
ment of an altar inscribed lOVI SERAPI, &c., sometimes 
erroneously mentioned as found at Appleby, but really found 
at Kirkbythore, has been rescued from the perilous position 
in which it was seen by Hodgson, and with other sculptured 
stones from the same station found a safe resting place in 
the gallery at Lowther. Of many of the Roman altars and 
inscnbed stones, found in these counties, we have trustworthy 

* Archeological Journal, No. 63. 
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aeoounts. They have, with few exceptions, either been fig- 
ured or described in Camden or Horseley, or the local histories, 
but many objects of interest have been from time to time 
brought to light of which we have no record, and which it 
will be the business of this society to seek out and describe. 
I may mention, amount many other things found at Brough, 
a curious ring now or lately in the possession of Mr. Addison, 
of the Friary, bearing the Christian monogram usually attri- 
buted to the time of Cunstantine, the very counterpart of which 
may be seen on a memorial marble, brought from a colum- 
barium at Rome, and now in the gallery at Lowther. 

THE NORTHMEN — RUNIC INSCRIPTIONS. 

Of the history of these counties immediately after the de- 
parture of the Romans we may not be able to obtain much 
additional information ; but at a somewhat later period, when 
the Celtic tribes, or rather tibe mixed race, which they must 
have been, had given place to the hardier and more powerful 
northmen, and withdrawn to the shelter of the western fells, 
where they seem to have held their ground much longer, the 
inhabitants of the district have left behind them traces of their 
occupation. 

At Beckermet and at Bewcastle are crosses that date from 
the middle of the seventh century, the sculpture upon which 
proves that art was at that time not in so debased a condition 
as was wont to be supposed. It is odd enough that these crosses, 
distant as they are from each other, commemorate two men who 
in life were closely connected. That at Beckermet is to the 
memory of Tuda, bishop of York, mentioned by Bede as dying 
of the plague in the year 664, and being honourably buried in 
the monastery of Poe^naleth. The inscription at Bewcastle com- 
memorates Alcfrid, Uie son of that king of Northumbria who 
decided in favour of the Roman mooe of observing Easter. 
Is it possible that these men alike fled away from that fearful 
plague to which they both seem to have felXen victims, and 
that one in vain sought for safety in the distant monastery of 
Poegnaleth, the other in the secluded vale of Bewcastle. In 
York we might suppose that Tuda would have found his place 
of duty, and, if we may judge from the active part he ever 
seems to have taken in the affairs of State, Alcfrid could be 
ill spared at such a time from his father's counsels and his 
father's court ; or were they, after death, brought to these 
places to be buried ? Be this as it may, these remarkable 

B monuments 
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monuments, whidi commemorate them, were long a patsle to 
antiquaries, but the inscriptions have now been read, and, 
though there may be some slight difference of opinion as to 
the exact reading, the meaning is sufficiently clear to fix the 
date and the object, and to prore that at a rery early period 
this district must hare been of importance, and the art of 
sculpture must have attained a high degree of excellence. 
That at Beckermet is in the old Northumberland dialect, but 
in Roman characters, probably owing to the influence of the 
monks of Pngnaleth, the site of which monastery, longunknown, 
this cross proves may have been here. The other inscription 
at Bewcastle is in Runic characters, and has been read as 
follows : — * This beacon of honour set Hwoetred in the year of 
the great pestilence. After the ruler, after Kmg Aldred. 
Pray for their souls/ But it is no part of my present purpose 
to describe these interesting monuments, nor do more than 
mention the font at Biidekirk, which, though of a much later 
date, is not less curious and interesting. Mr. Haigh, Mr. 
Maughan, and others, well qualified for the task, have entered 
fully mto the subject, and, though differing in some slight 
particulars, they are all agreed as to the meaning of the 
inscripdons, and the date of the work. It is gratifying to 
find ttiat this subject of Runic inscriptions has and is engagbg 
the attention of the learned, not only in our own but in other 
countries. Professor Stephenson, of Copenha^n, has recently 
issued the first volume of a most valuable and mteresdn^ work 
upon the old Northern Runic monuments of Scandinavia and 
England, in which he says within the last few years more than 
thirty Runic stones have been turned up in Great Britain 
alone ; and when he tells us that out of eignteen Swedish runic 
inscriptions, running from about the foiuth to the thirteenth 
century, figured in the work, one half have either been dis- 
covered or identified since the composition of the book began, 
we may well take encouragement firom his experience, and 
hope that there is in this district other monuments to be dis- 
covered, other inscriptions to be deciphered that will help to 
illustrate that period of our history. As the learned Professor 
says, *^At present we want workers, diggers, silent students, 
not book-maJcers. Let us first get the honest and solid nug- 
gets and we can soon melt them into the hardy and popular 
sovereigns." I draw attention to this particular subject on the 
present occasion^ because I think it probable that we may 
lind monuments in these counties, belonging to that period, 
sculptured, and it may be inscribed with rumc characters that 

have 
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have never been studied or figiired, or even noticed. 

The crosses in the churchyard of this town (Penrith), as well 
as the one at Addingham, may indeed never yield the information 
they once might have done, because exposure to the weather may 
have obliterated all traces of characters or letters upon them, 
did such ever exist ; but there may be others with which time 
has dealt more lenientiy, or which have been concealed in the 
ground and thereby protected, that may well repay a careful 
examination. At this present time there are in tne gallery at 
Lowther the fragments of shafits of not less than three separate 
crosses sculptured with pattern work, in some cases flowins^, 
in others interlaced, mingled with leaves and grapes; and m 
the case of one of them with the fissure of an animal, not 
unlike the one upon the font at Dea»am. There is also a 
circular stone witn a Greek cross upon it — sculptured in relief, 
which seems to have been the heaa of the shaft, shortest and 
least ornamented of the three. These firafi^ents of crosses 
were found in Lowther churchyard, not &r from a raised 
mound called the Quale burial ground; and there are still 
upon that mound two or three stones, hog-backed, as they are 
usually called, now almost hidden in the ground ; and just 
below the surface is a grave cover and the fragment of another. 
These stones are beautifully sculptured with various patterns 
and designs; and if we may judge from the description, the 
hog-backed stones cannot be very unlike the one at Heysham, 
described by Whitaker, who says.— <^ This stone is indeed one 
of the most remarkable remains of Christian antiquity in 
Britain, unquestionably Saxon, without inscription, and of a 
very singular design, which it is difficult to describe. The 
idea, however, wmch seems to have prevailed in the mind of 
the sculptor was to represent the back of some sea monster 
emernng above the waves, but in the places of head and tail 
are the heads of two large lions, rudely but strongly and ex- 
pressively carved." 

When the stones at Lowther have been carefully examined 
and accurately described, as they ouffbt to be at some future 
meeting of this society, it mav prooably be found that the 
sculpture terminates at each end in the head of an animal, and 
eyes accustomed to decipher runic inscriptions may, perchance, 
detect upon these undoubtedly very ancient grave-stones some 
front outlines of runic characters. They may be less than the 
one at Heysham, but they are of a rounded form, and in their 
appearance are not unlike the back of an animal rising out of 
the sea. 
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It would be curious to inquire to what extent the shape 
of the somewhat similar stones in Penrith churchyard had led 
to the misunderstanding, that has evidently arisen amongst the 
writers, by whom they have been mentioned. Dr. T(Kld de- 
scribes the giant's grave as surrounded with the rude figures of 
four boars or wild hogs, a description ridiculed by Littleton, 
who says — " It requires a strong imagination to discover any 
regular figure in the rude sculptures on them ;'' and Pennant 
says the greatest difficulty seems to be about the boars carved 
on the semi-circular stones below. The whole difficulty seems 
to have arisen from a misapprehension of what Dr. Todd 
meant when he described the stones as like wild hogs. He 
evidently meant they were hog-backed, simitar in shape and 
appearance to the bent back of a wild boar, 

INCIOBNTS BBFORB THE COMQUBSTS. 

There are other interesting incidents of the period pre- 
ceding the Conquest, which seem to belong to this neighbour- 
hood, and which need inquiry and explanation. In the Anglo- 
Saxon chronicle, under the year 926, we learn that *^ King 
Athelstan obtained the kingdom of the Northumbrians, and he 
ruled all the kings who were in this island ; first, Howel, King 
of the West Welsh ; and Constantine, King of the Scots ;: and 
Owen, King of the Monmouth people ; and A Id red, son of 
Eadulf, of Bamborougb, and they confirmed the peace, by 
pledge and by oaths, at the place which is called Emot, on 
the 4th before the ides of July ; and they renounced all 
idolatry, and after that submitted to him in peace." Was 
Mayborough, near the river Eamont, the place of this meeting, 
and did it in consequence thereof obtain the name of the Fort of 
Union, given to it upon adrawing at LowtherCastle madeduring 
the last century ; and had Arthur's round table near Eamont 
bridge anv connection with this meeting, or the games that 
would probably take place on the occasion ? Did the assembled 
kings celebrate their union with feats of arms after the old 
northern manner, and was Arthur's table, so called, the arena of 
the contest ? Be this as it may, the historv of the district begins 
after this date to be full of interest to tne archaeologist, and 
though there may be few remains in existence belonging to 
the period immediately before the conquest to prove or to 
correct the statements of historians, still we need not despair 
of not learning something more than is known, or at all events 
making the knowledge more available and more familiar to our 
members. Whether Etheldred's expedition into Cumberland, 
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in the year l^OOOy was directed a^nst the Danes, who had 
some time previously destroyed Carlisle, or whether against 
the Cambrians, becaase, as Fordun says,* they refused to con- 
tribute to the fund called Daiiegeld, may not be very clear ; 
but it is of importance for us to bear in mind a most important 
fact about which there seems no doubt, that under the govern- 
ment of Malcolm Caenmore of Scotland, the district of 
Carlisle, which contained all the Cumbrian territory south of 
the Solway, was severed from the rest of the kingdom and 
formed into an earldom dependent upon the crown of England. 
We have thus an authentic description of the kingdom of 
Cumberland before this dismemberment, and we can therefore 
fix the limits of the severed portion. ** That district was called 
Cumbria, which is now included in the bishoprics of Carlisle. 
Glasgow, and Whitehaven, together with the country be- 
tween the bishopric of Carlisle and the river Duddon. I 
draw attention to this statement because it seems to me that 
local historians have not sufficiently noticed the fact that the 
north part of Westmorland belonged to Cumberland. Divided, 
as are the two sides of that county, by a range of hills and the 
rivers of one portion running north— of the other south, it is 
difficult to understand why or how the barony and the bottom 
ever became parts of the same county. They differ from each 
other in nomenclature, in the characteristics, customs, and 
dialect of the people, as well as their pronunciation of the 
vowels and the use of the aspirate, much more than the one 
part differs from Cumberland, or the other from Lancashire. 
Of the south part of Westmorland, William the Conqueror 
seems to have gained possession. It was included in the sur- 
vey that then took place, and which we are told embraced 
every single hide ana rood of land in the kingdom and did not 
pass by an ox or a pig without setting it down in the accounts, 
but there is no mention in Domesday Book of any possessions 
north of Shap Fells, and, though Sedbergh is included, 
Ravenstonedale and Kirkby Stephen are not. 

Nor should much credit be attached to Buchanan's account of 
the peace made by William with Malcolm, and the cross set by 
him on Stainmore, *^ which should contain the statues and arms 
of the kings on both sides/'t The boundary, and probably the 
cross, was on Stainmore long before the time of the Conqueror, 
and the term *re* is much more likely to be a corruption of ^ raise,' 
or *ray,' introduced by Buchanan, than having any reference to 
the king. 

* Fordun*! SooiichroiiiGoni lib. !?» c SSL t Baohanan's BootUnd, book yii. 
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But whatever may have been the condition of the district 
during the reign of the Conqueror, there appears little 
reason to doubt the statement that his successor caused Carlisle 
to be rebuilt, and the castle there, and may, on his return to 
the south, have planned or sugg^ted the position of Caesar's 
tower at Appleby and the Roman tower at Brough. The 
Saxon chronicle tells us that *^ he went northward with a large 
armv as for as Carlisle, and repaired the city, and built the 
castle^ and he drove out Dolfin, who had before governed that 
country, and having placed a garrison in the castle, and having 
returned to the south, sent a great number of rustic English* 
men thither with their wives and cattle, that they might settle 
there, and cultivate the land." It is this Dolfin to whom the 
runic inscription in Carlisle Cathedral is supposed to refer. 
Whether any, and if so, what part of the present castle at 
Carlisle is the work of that period, we may at some future 
time have an opportunity of examining, as doubtless some of 
our members will take in hand that most interesting subject, 
and give us an account of the architecture, the history, and 
the many stirring incidents connected with Carlisle Castle. 
This and the numerous other castles, as well as fortified 
houses of a more humble character, will indeed furnish abundant 
occupation for our Society. Some few of these have been 
described, but the great majority have never been properly ex- 
amined, and their history, and very often the history of those by 
whom they were inhabited, is yet to write, and there are few 
localities m which they are more abundant. Whitaker says, 
*^ Along the Western coast of England appearances of a (us- 
turbed and unsecure state of society in the construction of 
ancient manor houses continue from the Scottish border to the 
Lune, where with very few exceptions they cease " — through- 
out those districts every family led a jealous and apprehensive 
life, ever on the watch for the security of themselves or their 
cattle, or both, from some formidable attempts. Indeed, so 
necessary was some protection against sudden inroads that 
several of the churches are built with a view to defence. 
Three of them have been well described by one of our mem- 
bers,* but probably others may be found which, though altered 
now, might once have been as well adapted for defence and 
protection as Great Salkeld or Newton Arlosh or Burgh. 
And while on the subject of Churches, I may mention that of 
Bolton-in-Cumberland with its curiously groined roof, of which 
I do not think any sufficient description has ever been given. 
Not thatwe need depreciate the labours of those who have written 

♦ Mr. Corj, vid. Arohsological JounuOi No. 64,^^ ^^ ^^ 
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the hifltory of the Counties. They have gathered together 
for oar use a vast mass of informatioDy-^though we may not 
always take it on trust — and if we are able to correct mistakes, 
which it will be admitted they have not seldom made, it is 
because we have better opportunities and greater means of 
knowledge than were open to them. 

OLD DOCUMENTS — CH0RCHB8 — CASTLES. 

The genius of modem archseolo^ has taught us to regard 
with attention many documents which our ancestors allowed to 
remain undisturbed, and to which they did not give much 
attention. ** Old wills, letters, wardrobe accounts, and house- 
hold rolls, are in the hands of the antiquary, as the dry bones 
of a past social being, which by skilful comparison are capable 
of realising to the mind a true picture of that life of which 
they afford evidence. Side by side with these we have the 
remains of the castles and mansions themselves, each illustra- 
trating the other ; where the record fails the structure often 
supplies its place, the style of architecture and the internal 
arrangements showing the same social progress which the 
records would lead us to expect." And m fixing the date of 
these buildings we may in some few instances gain valuable 
information from the record of licenses to crendlate granted 
by the crown. It happens, however, that very few of those 
licenses were granted to Cumberland. Whether owing to the 
jealousy of the Crown or the fiict that the Lord Marchers had 
themselves power to issue the licenses, and therefore the 
Crown was not often applied to. The first that appears is in 
the year of Edward IL, when licenses were given for Drum- 
burgh, Dunmallogh, and Scaleby ; and in the 12th year of the 
same reign Hugh de Lowther obtained a license to crenellate 
his mansion at Wythop. This property he had obtained by 
marriage with a daughter of Lucy, tne Lord of Cockermouth, 
and it is somewhat remarakable tniat he should apply for, and 
obtain, a license for Wythop, when no such license ever appears 
to have been granted to Lowther. In the 20th of Edward 
III., the men of Penrith applied for, and obtained a license to 
fortify their town or village (homines vill»de Penereth, villan 
predidictum Peneret), leading to the inference that there was 
at that time no castle there ; at all events it is a fact to be 
remembered when the remains of the castle is described and its 
history given. The only license that appears to have been 
granted to Westmorland was to Sur T. Musgrove to crenellate 
Barda Castle, which he had just then purchased from Neville* 
to whom it had been granted by the Crown, when forfeited by 

Andrew 
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Andrew de Harcla, tbe first Earl of Cumberland, who was 
hanged at Carlisle for treason in joining the king of Scotland. 
We cannot indeed, in Westmorland, boast of so many castles 
and halls as exist in Cumberland, but still we have some whose 
history is full of interest. Brougham, Appleby, Brough, and 
Pendragon, are of the Norman period, two of them being built 
upon Koman Stations, and will well repay examination. 
Harcla, though now aUnost utterly ruined, is not without its 
interest. Wharton Hall, the home of one who at one time 
exercised no little influence as the Warden of the Marches, 
and won the battle of Solium Moss, is a fine specimen of the 
period to which it belongs. Levens, with its quaintly planned 

fardens ; Bumeside and Askham, with their ancient gateways ; 
lartsop, with its secret hiding place in the thickness of the 
wall ; Brougham, about whirh much has been written, much 
disputed, and the true story of which yet remains to be 
told. Yanwath, with its beautiful tower, its bay window, 
its magnificent roof, its wainscotted rooms, and its ancient 
bedstead. All these and many more, when examined with 
that painful diligence, and described with that loving care 
that mark the true antiquary, can hardly fail to furnish much 
useful and interesting information, which, if known at all, 
is known only to the tew. 

The churcnes and religious homes in both counties must yield 
a valuable harvest There is at least one in Cumberland, the 
architecture of which is supposed to be Saxon, and in Westmor- 
land, Norman work may be seen at Lowther, at Crosby Garrett, 
and at Kirkby-Lonsdale, as well as at other places. And 
how much we have yet to learn about the religious founda- 
tions. The grants by which they were from time to time 
enriched, the lands they included, the witnesses by whom 
these grants were signea, the registers of the houses them- 
selves, the chronicles of the monks, and the character of 
the grave covers all of which will assist us in the work we 
have undertaken to do, and help us to develope a correct 
history of our district And there are in more than one place 
of deposit, manuscripts that need careful examination, and 
documents that ought to be made public, so that the know- 
ledge known but to one or two may become the common 
property of all. There must be many persons in every county 
who have neither leisure nor ability, nor learning, to pursue 
these necessary researches, but they are not bdifferent to the 
subject, and will be truly grateful to those who, by industry 
and careful research unfold the scrolls of history, and give us 
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fresh infonnation about the counties to which we belong. And 
if we know so little about the history of our relieious found- 
ations, and less about our churches, how very uttle do we 
know about many of those things connected wiUi them ? The 
bells in these towers, what do we know of their date? How 
many escaped destruction at the Reformation ? 

<< When in the rei^n of Edward VI. the council enjoined 
* that all rinnng with holy bells to drive away devils, and all 
ringing or Imowling of bells, save one before the service 
shoula utterly be ferbome,' the bells, consecrated as they 
were to some saint, were for the most part removed from the 
steeples, and if one was left it was generally the least, and the 
name of the saint to which it was dedicated seems in some 
cases to have been defsieed or destrojred. But in the course 
of a few years peals of bells were agam placed in the Churches, 
and it would be curious to know whether there are many in 
these Counties that were left at the Reformation, or whether 
most of them date fit>m the time of Elizabeth, when they affain 
were used, or from some later period of our history. And how 
full of interest are paririi registers though they may not all be 
so old as the one at Morland which commences about 1638, 
or contain such quaint entries as the one at Bampton, during 
the incumbency of Mr. Wearing. And churchwardens' ac- 
counts contain some curious entries, illustrating manners and 
customs that no longer exist. ' Ale for rushl^ring 28. 6d., 
for raven, Is. 8d., for two foxes and two badgers 48.' and as 
every minister did not then write his own sermons, ^ for two 
homily books 8s.' And Manor books and Court Leets, with 
their sanitarv arrangements, from which we might take a 
lesson, and their social regulations that would even not now be 
amiss, for example, ^ no person shall wash any unclean thing 
at the Chappel Well, nor betwixt that well and Chare bridge, 
upon paine of 3s. 4d. none shall play at cards except at Christ- 
mas time upon paine of 6s. 8d/ 

^' And how few local particulars are known about the 
Pilgrimage of grace, when a notice was said to have been 
placed on the great door at Shappe, telling the people if they 
would rise and go into Lancashire, they would find a captain 
with mone^ to receive them, and the people in these counties 
and the adjoining districts were so excited and rendered them- 
selves so formidable that the King himself thought it worth 
while to reason with them ; or about the protestation of 164 1-2, 
returns of the various parishes thereto, and the number and 
names of those who were loyal enough to resist, or concerning 
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the depriyatioa of the clergy and their alleged offences, of 
which some interesting records exist, or of those gatherings 
which have given to some thorn near the place, the name of 
Gospel Thorn, or some gill or hollow in which they were 
surprised, and suffered for conscience sake> the name of 
Martyrgill. 

OLD CUSTOMS. 

And there are the old customs at births and christenings, 
weddings and burials, which are fiast passing away and being 
forgotten ; and the gift to a child on its first visit to a neigh- 
bour's house of salt and silver and an egg. There are the 
boondays, the clippings and the furth neets, their rules and 
their customs. Tnere are the nominys, the superstitions, the 
legends i the belief in what were called pear excellence wise- 
men, and the use of charms. There are the heck, the hallan, 
the sconce and the renel boak ; and above all there is the dialect 
with its proverbial distichs ; its expressive words ; its wise 
saws ; its apt similes to which justice never has and probably 
never now can be done. All these subjects, and more than 
these, await examination, explanation, illustration and though 
the members of this society may not bring to the work before 
them great ability or great learning, they have that which is 
oftentimes far more useful than either— local knowledge. If 
only we labour diligently and examine carefully, eather up 
facts as they present themselves, and place on record our ex- 
perience as it grows; if only we speak that we know, and 
testify to that we have seen, bearing with each other and 
helping each other, we shall gradually unfold the pages from 
which may be read the history of our counties, throw light 
upon the dark places thereof, and make plain that which i» 
doubtful or obscure, and it will not be for naught that we 
have this day established the Antiquarian Society of Cumber- 
land and Westmorland, which may God prosper. 
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Art. II. — Tumuli of Cumberland and Westmorland. By 
the Rev. William Greenwell, M.A. 

Head at the First Meeting of the Society^ at Penrith^ 
Tuesday, September 17/A, 1866. 

rE purpose of the present paper is to f^ye an account of 
the examination of some places of sepulture, made by the 
Rev. J. Simpson, vicar of Kirkby Stephen, and myself, during 
the spring of this year. Before entering into an account of the 
particular places of burial in question, it may not be out of 
place to give a brief description of the different modes of 
interment which are found to exist throughout the North of 
England. In speaking of burial I refer entirely to times which 
have been callecfpre-historic — that is, which belong to a period 
before the Roman invasion. To interments subsequent to that 
time I shall not refer in this paper, beyond saying that from 
the numerous Roman settlements in this district, very valuable 
results would accrue from a proper investigation of the sepul- 
chral remains in connection with them. 

The field, indeed, upon the borders of which I am only just 
touching, is a verywide one. You possess in the counties of 
Cumberiand and Westmorland, besides numerous remains of 
fortified places, and of sites possibly of religious and political 
assembly, in the shape of stone and other circles of large 
dimensions, a very great number of places of burial, very many 
of which have been at various times ignorantly destroyed, but 
of which enough remain to enable a very just view of the 
burial rites ana customs of those early people to be arrived at. 
They exist, scattered about, especially upon the unenclosed 
lands, in great abundance, and we may hope, in these days of 
scientific archaeology, that they will receive that careful and 
critical examination which alone justifies their disturbance. 

Two modes of burial were in use during the times we are 
considering, apparently contemporaneous, and not showing, so 
&r as is at present known, the reason of their difference. 
The more frequent is the depositing of the body after burning, 
— burial by cremation ; the other tne depositing of an unburnt 
body, — burial bv inhumation. I will take the latter first, 
because, it will be necessary to mention under this head, a 
class of burials which appear to me to belong to a period still 
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earlier than that to which the greater number of burial mounds 
belong. These very early banows are found more frequently 
in the south-west of England than elsewhere. They have 
occurred however in other parts, and I have examindl three 
of them in Yorkshire. One, I believe, is to be found in this 
county, where indeed, many others may remain unnoticed. 
Whether the barrow in question is one of the kind I am 
referring to, can however only be settled by the spade. These 
barrows are, contrary to the usual round shape, very long, 
the length being about four times the width, they generally 
are placed east and west, and the interments are always at the 
east end. They belong, I believe, to an age when metal was 
unknown, at least nothmg but implements of flint have ever 
been found in them, and so many have been opened as to 
make this negative evidence very strong. The skuUs which 
have been found in them present very marked features, being 
very long, and in other respects also they show a striking 
contrast to those of the bronze-usinf people of the round 
barrows. The limits of this paper wUl not allow me to do 
more than merely to advert to tnis subject. If the bairow I 
mentioned above turns out as I expect, 1 hope to be able to 
give you a paper devoted exclusively to the question of these 
remarkable places of burial.* 

To come then to the round-headed people of the age of 
bronze, who buried, as I have said, indiscriminately by crem- 
ation and inhumation. The unbumt body is rouna under 
various circumstances, perhaps most frequently in a cham- 
ber made of stones set on edge, with one or more covers upon 
them, and without any mound over the place of burial; these 
burials are more conunon than we might think, for as there is 
no outward indication of an interment, in the shape of a bairow, 
it is only by accident that they have been discovered. Burials, 
in most respects similar to these, are also found under circular 
mounds of earth, or cairns of stones, of various sizes, some- 
times one, at other times several bodies being placed in a 
barrow, and usually in a district where stone occurs, in cists 
made by slabs of stone, or in graves sunk into the rock, where 
such exists; at times however, no dst or stone protects the 
body from the surrounding earth. A much rarer mode is 
where the burials have been surrounded by circles of separate 
stones, or circles of earth, and where no mound or cairn has 
ever occupied the space within the circles, which usually go 

*An ezamiiiation of thiB tnppoied bamw ihewod that is wManatund 
graTel moimd. 
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by the name of Druidical circles. The way in which the 
body is deposited is, in all these several cases, the same. It 
is in a contracted position, the knees drawn up towards the 
chin, and the hands towards or laid upon the &ce; the body 
is more frequently laid on the left than on the right side, 
and with die head towards all the points of the compass. With 
the body is frequently found a Land-made earthenware vase, 
ornamented proftisely with varied patterns, made by impres- 
sions of twisted thong, or a pointed piece of wood or bone, 
and which probably contained food for the use of the departed. 
With males have also been deposited daggers of bronze, and 
in a few instances hatchets of the same metal, and in some 
cases, knives, scrapers, and arrow pobts of flint ; with females, 
their ornaments, m the shape of beads of jet, amber, and 
glass, and knives of flint, awls of bronze, and various im- 
plements of bone. In a few rare instances, but these belong 
to a rather later period, when iron had been introduced, a 
chief has been buried witli his horses and chariot, and somo* 
times armlets, fibul», and other articles of bronze and orna- 
ments of gold have occurred. Amongst the material of the 
barrows are frequently found animal bones, the relics possibly 
of the funeral feast. 

Under precisely the same circumstances, burials after crem- 
ation occur, t.e., simply placed in the ground without mounds, 
more frequently under barrows, and also within circles of stone 
or earth. The burnt bones are often enclosed in badly baked 
vessels of clay (they have all passed the fire), and not un- 
frequently smaller vessels accompany the burnt bones, but do 
not enclose them. In many instances, however, the bones 
are merely laid on the ground without anv accompanying or 
enclosing vessel. As in the ease of the unbumt bodies, similar 
articles of bronze and flint and ornaments of jet, &c., are found 
with the burnt body, which, in many cases have been burnt, 
but in others placed amongst the bones after they had been 
collected from the funeral pyre. Pins of bronze and bone 
are very usual adjuncts to a burnt body, and probably were 
used to £Ettten the cloth or skin in which the body seems to 
have been enclosed. Throughout all the barrows whether 
covering burnt or unbumt bodies, and scattered without any 
order, are frequently found chippmgs of flint and sherds of 
pottery, which seem to have been thrown in by the attendant 
friends, whilst the mound was being raised, no doubt with 
some symbolical meaning. It not uncommonly happens, to find 
both burnt and unbumt bodies in the same nanrow. In 
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one case, in Nortbumberland, I found a hrge Btone cist in 
the centre, which contained the unburnt body of a child, 
about two yean old, surrounded by nine burnt bodies endoeed 
in urns. 

After giving this very brief and imperfect sketch of pre- 
historic burial, but whi<^ may serve to introduce the account 
I am about to give, I will now proceed to read you the details 
of what was observed in the places of interment which Mr. 
Simpson and myself examinea. 

Tne first barrow we opened (May 28th) was on Ashfell, in 
the parish of Kirkby Stephen, and on the estate of Matthew 
Thompson, Esq., by whose kind permission this, with two others 
near it, was examined. It is fifty-five feet in diameter and about 
six feet high, and is formed of a strong clay, no doubt gathered 
from some spot not for removed, though the soil in the im- 
mediate vicinity is of a different character. We made a wide 
cutting from the south-east side, in the hope of coming upon 
secondary interments, which are usually found in that position. 
About ten feet from the outside and two feet below the surfisuse 
of the barrow, we came upon a deposit of burnt bones laid in 
a round heap, about one foot in diameter, upon the clay ; 
with them was neither urn, flint, nor any other object. Wo 
then carried the trench through the centre, without meeting 
with the primary interment, which still no doubt remains in 
the barrow, the centre having been lost in throwing up the 
mound. This is no unfrequent occurrence, for I have several 
limes found the primary and central interment several feet out 
of the centre. We reserve for some future occasion the further 
investigation of this barrow, from which, hitherto, so little of 
interest has been obtained. 

On the Slst of the same month, we examined three oums^ 
on the Windy Hills, on Ashfell, all on the estate of Mr. 
Thompson. The first, which was made of limestone rubble, 
with some little earth, was thirty-one fieet in diameter, and 
five feet high. In the centre, sunk into the limestone rock, 
was a dst, about three-and-a-half feet by two, which contained 
nothing. There were signs of disturbance about the cairn, 
and it is quite possible that it had been previously rifled, 
tliough I think it on the whole, more probable that the body.!— 
an unburnt one — had gone entirely to decay. 

A second cairn, eighteen feet in diameter, which had a circle* 
of stones, set on edge round the base, had been almost totally 
removed to build an adjoining wall. An examination of the 
site disclosed the fact tnat the interment had been of a burnt 
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body, fiDrDomeRWBfianentsafGilciiied hamui bones were 
scattered about under toe sod. 

Tbetbird cairn fiHtonately tmned ont to bave been left 
nndistorbed, at all events in its most important parts. It was 
thirty feet in diameter, and about four feet bigh> and formed 
like its ndghboum, of limestone rabble and earth. In the 
centre wasa grave, sunk into the limestone rock, three feet six 
inches long, two feet wide, and two feet three inches deep, 
lying N. and S. There was no cover, but thatmay have been 
removed in a partial disturbance, to which, on some previous 
occasion, the cairn had evidently been subjected. This grave 
was filled with earth and stones, amongst it was a very 
lai]gne quantity of shells of helix nemoralis, probably the re- 
mams of snails which had gone there to hybernate. I have 
however seen in NorthumWland, four dsts where the bodies 
had most certainlv been laid upon a thick layer of the same 
shells; and in this case they may also have been designedly 
placed there. Within the dst in the upper part, were some frag- 
ments of animal bones, and a small portion of a red deer's antler. 
When we reached the bottom, we found the interment, that of 
a male, of good size, perhaps he had been about five feet eight 
inches high, and of robust make. The body was laid on the 
right side, the head being to the south, the right hand was 
under the chin, the left hand on the knees, the ^;s drawn up 
towards the chin. With the exception of some pieces of 
charcoal, most probably the remains of the fire which cooked the 
funeral feast, of which the above-mentioned animal bones were 
relics, nothing was found in the cist, nor did we observe 
even a piece of flbt or pottery throughout the material of the 
cairn. 

So for as I know, this is the first instance of a skull havin(( 
been found in a Westmorland barrow, and preserved. Though 
broken into a very great number of pieces by the pressure of 
the mound, I have reconstructed it, and with the exception of 
a small portion of the base of the skull and of the left parietal 
bone, it is quite perfect. It is a very typical specimen of the 
brachy-cephalic head of the people of the round barrows, of 
the age of bronze, and as such, will form one of a series of 
northern skulls which will be engraved in a work on our 
pre-historic races and burials, upon which I am now engaged. 
It measured seven-and-two-ei^hths inches from the glabella 
to theinion, and its greatest breadth (parietal) is six inches, 
the height from the plane of the foramen magnum to about an 
inch behind the coronal suture is five-and-three-eighths inches. 
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It thug g^ves a breadth of nearly eighty-three, taking one 
hundred to represent the length, the mean of twenty-five skulls 
from round barrows in various parts of England being eighty- 
one. It possesses the other peculiarities which mark this type of 
skull, in the prominence of the parietal tubers, the flatness of 
the skull aoove the lamdoidal suture, the prominence of the 
superciliary ridges, and the prognathism of the mamillaries. 
The teeth have oeen very brittle, and those that remain are 
nearly all broken ; but several had been lost during life, not a 
usual occurrence with those early races, who, thanks to the want 
of sugar, and the not using of hot drinks, preserved their teeth 
in a very remarkable way. Among^st the lost teeth, are in the 
upper jaw all the molars on the left side, and the two incisors ; 
in the lower jaw on the left side all the molars, and two on 
the right. Like all the teeth of those people, that I have 
seen, they are very much worn down, due to feeding upon 
badly ground and nard grain, and to eating their meat not 
mucn cooked. 

On May 30th, after examining the very interesting col- 
lection of sculpture and other antiquities at Lowther Castle, 
amongst which are die remains of two or three Anglo-Saxon 
crosses of great beauty, we went to Moor Divock on a hopeless 
expedition to recover a perfect skull, which Mr. Simpson had 
found in a cist within a cairn, about four years ago, and which 
he left in the cist, after replacing the cover. iTnfortunately 
some persons have since then rifled the cairn, and nothing was 
left except some small portions of the bones of the leg. Moor 
Divock IS especially rich in sepulchral remains, the first we 
observed was a standing stone about six feet high, called the 
Kop Stone ; it stands on the south-east side of a circle of small 
stones, about sixty-eight feet in diameter, the space within 
which, is roughly paved with cobble stones. North-west of 
the Kop Stone, and about four hundred yards from it, is a 
circle of stones ten in number ; the circle is eighteen feet in 
diameter. They stand about three feet above the ground, and 
within the drcle are many smaller and rounded stones, probably 
the remains of a cairn, which — as is not unfrequently the case 
^-has been surrounded at the base by a circle of larger stones. 
In the centre of this circle, and two feet below the sur&ce, 
in a hollow sunk in the ground, we found the interment, that 
of a burnt body, above the burnt bones was a deposit of sand 
about three inches in thickness, upon which was laid, on its 
side, and with the mouth to the west, an urn. It is of the 
flower-pot shape, five-and-three-quarters inches high, six inches 
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Tvide, at the mouth, and has four unpierced ears round the 
shoulder, where it is six and a half inches wide ; it is entirely 
covered with herring-bone-placed lines of impressions made by a 
pointed instrument, and is of the type of urns commonly called 
food vessels, which accompany, but do not contain the bones of a 
burnt body. Amongst the bones were two fragments of another 
vessel, which had been placed there as mere fragments, a not 
tin usual feature in such burials. 

There are, I believe, several other places of burials in the 
«hape of cairns on the moor, but 1 had not time to visit them. 

On May 31sf, we examined two cairns situated in Maller- 
stang, on a piece of haugh land, just above the river Eden. 
The position of these cairns is unusual, as it is very uncommon 
to find them placed on low-lying ground. The first was much 
destroyed, the stones having been removed almost down to the 
surface of the ground. It has been sixty feet in diameter. 
We made a partial examination, but did not find the interment; 
several clippings of flint, and numerous pieces of charcoal 
testified to the sepulchral character of the mound, and Mr. 
Simpson and I propose to complete the investigation on some 
future occasion. About fifty yards from this was a smaller 
cairn, fifteen feet diameter, and one-and-a-half feet high. In the 
centre of this, in a hollow, sunk in the surface of the ground, 
one-and-a-quarter feet deep, was the deposit of the burnt 
bones of a body, under a flat stone. Above them on the north 
«ide were the remains of a small urn, of the type called " an 
incense cup," much decayed. It has been three inches high 
and three inches wide, and has one hole now, and probacy 
had once two through the side. This class of urn, the use of 
which is very difficult to understand, is by no means an un - 
frequent accompaniment of a burnt body. I'hey are usually 
pierced with two holes sometimes at the top, but as often near 
the bottom of the urn. They also occur without any holes, 
and sometimes with a large number through the side ; I have 
one from Yorkshire, which has twenty-seven holes in rows of 
three, running round the urn. The whole surface of the urn 
from Mallerstang, even to the bottom, is covered with an or- 
namental pattern, made by punctures of a small pointed 
implement, in this cairn we found no flint. 

We, at the same time, opened one of those enigmatical 
rectangular mounds called giants' graves, so many of which 
remain in this district, and which look very like barrows, 
diough of a rather uncommon shape. Several have been ex- 
amined at various places, all of which, like that in Mallerstang, 
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showed no signs whatever of their beinn^ places of barial. 
They are certainly artificial, but I can offer no conjecture as 
to their origin or purpose. 

Such is an account of an examination of a very few of the 
burial mounds which still remain in the county of Westmor- 
land, and which I have much pleasure in laying before your 
Society. I hope to be able to make some farther explorations, 
when I trust the results will be, on the whole, more satisfactory 
than those I have just been detailing ; whatever they may be, you 
shall have an account of them, and we must always ^bear /in 
mind that however trifling the £icts we thus recover may seem, 
yet when they are brought together we are enabled sometimes 
to come to conclusions which are of great service in giving us 
an inught into the burial customs, and through them, it may 
be, into the religious belief and social habits, of the people of 
these early times. 



Art. IlL^Carlisle Cathedral. By John A. Cory, Esq,, 

Read in the Fratry^ Carlisle^ 1th Nav.^ 1866. 

IN the following paper, I do not profess to lay before you any 
new discovenes or much oripnal matter, for the excellent 
local histories, and the accurate illustrations of Mr. Billincrs 
leave but small gleaning to reward the labour of future inl 
vestigators. It appears to me, however, that it may not be 
wholly uninteresting or out of phce, before paying a visit to 
the Cathedral, to explain m a cursory manner the rise and 
progress of the architecture to which I shall then call your 
attention. We have all heard of the Normans and of their 
conquest of England. The present Cathedral of Carlisle 
and a great many of the finest buildings of our country were 
founded by men of that race. Whence, it may be asked, did 
these men, ongmally a horde of Northern pirates, acquire 
their ideas to design and their skill to execute buildinffs 
which we, after eight centuries have elapsed, still view with 
admiration ? For three centuries afiter the birth of Christ the 
whole Roman world, with few exceptions, practised Roman 
architecture, denved pnncipally from the Greeks, but after 
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the time of the Antonines, A. D. 180, the best age of Roman 
art had fled. 

^* She saw her glories, Btar bj star, expire/' 

Civil war, luxury, and licentiousness corrupted not only the 
people but the arts, which continued to decline till, in 328, 
Constantine removed the seat of empire to Byzantium, and 
declaring himself fsivourable to Christianity, gave the last 
blow to classic architecture. At Rome, Constantine devoted 
to christian uses some of the Basilicas or courts of justice, 
well adapted iot large assemblies, which were used sub- 
sequently as models for Christian churches. The chief features 
of these buildings were long aisles or porticos on eadi side of 
the nave or central space of the building, having a clerestory 
with windows, supported on ranges of columns, with an apsidal 
or semi-circular termination to the nave or central space. 
When Christianity became firmly established, the columns of 
Pagan temples Supplied materials for new churches, and the 
nave and aisles nave ever since remained features of the 
western church, and continue so to this day. When Constan-^ 
tine removed the seat of empire to Byzantium, naming the 
city Constantinople, after himself, churches for the increasing 
Christian poptilation were rather required than temples for the 
expiring rites of Paeanism. Few edifices in the new metro^ 
polls could supply tne requirement by any method of adaption, 
and there existed no abundance of columns readily procurable 
as at Rome. Thus the architects were left free to give to 
Christian architecture the forms best suited to the purpose. 
Buildings had long been vaulted and crowned with domes ; 
and in their construction, smaller and less costly materials 
could be used. Of this the Byzantine architects availed 
themselves. Four solid piers took the place of the numerous 
columns, and United by rour arches they supported the large 
cupola or dome ; the abutments of these arches formed as it 
were four arms, which gave the church the figure of what has 
since been called the Greek cross ; the apse was still retained 
at one end and the portico at the other, as in the Roman 
Basilicas. This form of religious edifice, surrounded by its 
outside wall, became, and still remains, the model for Eastern 
churches, and with slight modifications, for the Turkish 
mosques. Nor was it in the east alone that the Byzantine 
architecture flourished. Throughout the territories, once pos« 
sessed by ancient Rome, Constantinople was looked up to as 
the chief of cities : its artists were appreciated and employed. 
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The reign and predilections of Justinian gave great stiniuln<» 
to buildings of all kinds, but more especially to ecclesiastical 
edifices, so that when the Gothic conquerors of Italy were 
expelled from that country by him, about the year 553, 
numerous works were executed from Byzantine designs. 
Lombardy at the same time became subject to the Eastern 
Emperors. Shortly after the death of Justinian, which 
happened in 565, the northern parts of Italy fell a prey to a 
nation from whose long beards it received its name of Lom- 
bardy- This province had undergone all the vicissitudes of 
the lalling empire of the west. The Goth, time, war, flood, 
and fire had swept the country almost bare of classic structures, 
and few existed save such as had been recently erected ; these 
were eagerly imitated by the singular and energetic people to 
whose lot that noble province had fallen. It is not suFprising 
if we consider the difficulty of procuring large blocks of stone, 
together with the facility of making brick in an alluvicee plain 
abounding with suitable earth, to find brick the chief material 
of their structures. The ornamental mouldings, already very 
meagre, became little else than a varied arrangement of the 
bricks, small arches in many cases made a surface enrichment^ 
and although the style greatly resembled its parent the 
Byzantine, it had lost nearly every feature of classic origin. 
So very skillful did the Lombards become as bricklayers and 
masons that the appellation of masters from Como became 
generic of the profession. Nor was it in building alone that 
the Lombards became famous. With them originated those 
companies of merchants endowed with immunities and privi^ 
leges, which, known as Lombards^ became the bankers of all 
Europe, their name and occupation still existing in Lombard 
Street, London. The Byaantine taste was still further im- 
pressed on this active and energetic people by the abolition of 
image worship in the Greek Church. The discord occasioned 
by its suppresion forced many of the Greek artists to migrate 
from their native land, and Lombardy taking advantage of its 
opportunities, became the leading country in Italy for art» 
and architecture. Italy was esteemed the centre of religion 
and arts by all the northern and western nations^ who tried 
their best to copy the buildings of that land, and frequently 
the devout pilgrims returned home not only with a doubtful 
relic of a doubtful saint, but with designs £>r buildings they 
wished to rear, and not unfrequently with artificers to super- 
intend their erection. The Lombard style on passing the Alps, 
experienced changes from the nature of the materials, alteration 
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of construction from the wants and caprices of the population. 
Still, however, a g^eat resemblance was continued. The 
projecting^ bricks of the Byzantine and Lombard assumed the 
shape of the billet moulding and zigzag. Such was the state 
of architecture on the continent of Europe when the Normans 
invaded England. They had already cultivated with the 
utmost energy the seed they had received by such a zigzag 
route, l^he ideas had been carried first from Greece to 
Home, back again from Rome to Byzantine, returning from 
Constantinople to Lombardy, and so across the Alps to the 
Northmen, who, conquering England, found few edifices 
worthy of the name, and those chiefly built by Norman 
masons, or from Norman designs. When firmly seated they 
began building and rebuilding ecclesiastical structures with 
the same vehemence, with which they shortly afterwards em- 
barked in the crusades, and covered England from one end to 
the other with religious buildings. Persons unacquainted with 
the real state of the times, or who are unwilling to acknow- 
ledge what they know, are inclined to ponder on the piety 
and munificence of former days, and moan over the present 
state of England, exclaiming — " Where, where are thy men of 
worth, thy grand in soul ?*' History, however, and the wail 
from Saxon chroniclers, tell us that the island was then filled 
with bloodshed and murder from end to end, might set right 
at defiance, the great mass of the people were reduced to 
slavery, and willingly or unwillingly forced to work at those 
frequently expiatory structures which it is rather the fashion 
to extol as monuments of piety. The northern parts of Eng- 
land, and particularly the diocese of Durham, of which Carlisle 
then formed a part, struggled hard before it submitted to the 
yoke ; the inhabitants maddened with injustice, actually burnt 
the bishop in a chapel at Gateshead. He was a Norman 
nearly related to the Conqueror. William, enraged, marched 
northward ; he made a desert, and he called it peace, llie 
position of Carlisle had not escaped his attention, for he is 
said to have directed its fortification, which was carried out 
under his son William, the red king, by Walter, a Norman 
soldier, whom he had made or retained as governor of Carlisle. 
This Walter, a pious man, according to the piety of the age, 
incited Rufus to begin building the present cathedral, in the 
year 1093. This is exactly the same year in which Carileph, 
the bishop of the diocese, commenced building the cathedral 
of Durham, and I have prepared ground plans of both struc- 
tures to the same scale, that you may observe the similarity 
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and the difiierence of the two bmldings. The plans of Durham 
are known to have been sent from Normandy; those for 
Carlisle were probably derived from the same source ; bat all 
the early archives of the church being destroyed, I cannot 
with certainty state it as a fact. I shall now shew you how 
much of the plan of the original cathedral was derived from 
the Latin or Basilican plan, and how much from the Greek. J 
To retum, however, to the cathedral and its constructionr 
Nine hundred vears before it was founded, the Romans had 
built their celebrated wall, a portion of which was discovered 
a few years ago when the arainage of Carlisle was carried 
out ; and I was inforthed by those who saw the stones, that 
the shape of the blocks and quality of the material in the old 
Roman work exactly corresponded with the Norman Remains 
of the Cathedral and Castle. It is, therefore, probable that 
when the earlier part of the present building was erected, the 
labours of the old Romans were made available ; be that as it 
may, the choir of the cathedral, of which nothing now remains, 
was proceeded with under Henry L and dedicated to St. Mary 
about 1101. He established in it a college of secular priests, 
and appointed Athelwold, his confessor, its first prior. The 
building was continued, the nave and transepts carried up a 
considerable height, and these works are the earliest that stiD 
remain. In the year 1 120, on the 2dth of November, Henry'» 
son and heir^ together with one hundred and fortv of the chief 
nobility of both sexes were drowned by the founderini;^ of the 
White ship, after which calamity it is said that the king was 
never seen to smile again. Under a deep sense of the vanity 
of all earthly joy, he appears to have sought consolation from 
the practice of religious duties, and on the advice of Athelwold 
erected the Priory of Carlisle into a Cathedral Church, appoint- 
ing Athelwold the first bishop, and changing the college of se^ 
cular priests into regular monks of the Order of St. Augustuie. 
This occurred in t£ie year 1133. Walter the old Norman 
soldier, who founded the building forty years before, is said to 
have been the second Prior. If there is no mistake in the 
man, he must have been very aged at this time, for it is also 
stated that he came over with the Conqueror sixty-seven years 
previously. Two years afterwards Henry I. died, and the 
stormy reign of Stephen commenced; the following year^ 
David II., of Scotland, reduced Carlisle ; and the country 
was so wasted and destroyed, that the Cardinal Legate passing 
through was affected to that degree by the misery he witnessed, 
that he is reported to have Men on hb knees and begged the 
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Scotch King to agree to terms of peace. The works of the 
Cathedral, we may suppose, were suspended, and from what 
remain we feel certain httle was done ; but during the reign of 
Henry II., who received knighthood from David, King of 
Scotland, at the high aJtar of Carlisle. The clerestory of the 
nave and south transept was finished, and the whole Norman 
Church completed. The walls appear to have been plastered 
on the outsiae, and jointed with red lines, and the mouldings 
picked out in colour. Plastering over solid square stone, and 
jointing, is not quite in accordance with modern taste, however 
truthful it may be. But all things human are mutable, fashion 
prevails as powerfully over the arts as over costume, and 
shortly after the completion of the building, the practice of 
the Norman style ceased. That which was once considered 
grand, was now thought heavy ; what the feither believed 
magnificent, the son esteemed clumsy — so short was the time 
of transition I The great difference arose from the use of the 
pointed arch introduced into this countr}** towards the latter 
part of the reign of Henry II., who died in 1189. At the 
end of the reign of Ricnard L (1199) it became almost uni- 
versal; but we shall observe none of the transitional style 
in the Cathedral — ^the Canons and Prior were otherwise 
engaged, and the Bishop there was none, or worse than 
none. The Pope seems to have appropriated the revenues of 
the See to the Archbishop of Regula, some favourite of his 
own. The canons would have nothing to do with him, and 
elected a bishop of their own. The Pope excommunicated 
the home-made prelate ; but the canons being on the spot 
seized the revenues, and backed up, no doubt by local public 
opinion, set Pope and King, censurer and excommunication 
at defiance. Tney, however, got the worst of it, and a foreign 
bishop was given them, who appears to have been ignorant, 
greedy, and oppressive. His rule, however, only lasted three 
years, he was succeeded by another, a friend and intimate 
<x>unsellor of John — a very king stork over the subdued 
canons. In the year 1246, better times and a better bishop 
succeeded, and it wasdetennined to rebuild the whole cathedral 
on a larger plan, and in accordance with the then new style 
of architecture. The choir was first commenced and probably 
finished, the aisles were covered with groining, and I hope 
«oon to show you the view down the north aisle as it is one of 
the most charming architectural vistas in the north. The 
work must have TOen years in progress, and could not have 
been long completed, if, indeed, it was ever finished at all. 
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when a terrible fire broke out in 1292, which not only de^- 
stroyed the church and conventual buildings, but it is said to 
have consumed half the city, to the number of 1300 houses, 
as far as the north gate. In the year 1780, Carlisle had only 
549 houses within the walls, and 342 in the suburbs, 891 in 
all — so little reliance can be placed in round numbers, or so 
frightfully had Carlisle decreased. Nothing of the new choir 
was left except the aisle, and it is the opinion of several 
antiquarians that even the great piers, arches, and groining of 
the aisles fell or had to be taken down. My own opinion 
differs from that of these gentlemen. I believe the piers were 
not taken down entirely, but have been remodelled to suit the 
taste of the age, and rebuilt with old materials. The capitals of 
the pillars and other decorations were left rough, and finished 
at a subsequent period. A specimen of the thirteenth century 
carving is to be seen in the north aisle and in St. Catherine's 
Chapel, which contrasts most favourably with that of more 
recent date. About three months ago, in pulling down the 
houses eastward of the Cathedral, a large number of detached 
shafts were found buried below the soil, carefully piled up as 
if reserved for future use. These, I believe, formed part of 
the outside clerestory windows; that they had been used is 
proved by lime being attached to their ends. In 1315 the 
Cathedral was gallantly defended against the Scots. 

In 1318, Welton, Archbishop of York, issued an indul- 

fence, on the ground that the church, with its houses and 
uildings, had been burned by a sudden conflagration to the 
confines of a destruction. This, however, was twenty-six 
years after the great fire, and may probably have been a sec- 
ond calamity during the defence of the church against the 
Scots. The money collected appears to have been appropriated 
to building the east end, and the last bays of the north and 
south aisle, which were rebuilt from the foundation as high as 
the apex of the main arches. The head of Edward 1 1, appears 
as the termination of a hood moulding in the arcade on the south 
side ; the north transept was carried on at the same time. After 
this the work appears to have come to a standstill for some years. 
Before this work was executed another change had taken 
place in the ever varying form of Gothic architecture ; the 
simple lancet windows had become despised, — they were 
placed in couples with a quatrefoil between them, and this 
form was speedily developed into tracery, which at first was 
restricted to geometric lines only, and to this period of art I 
have now brought the history of the Cathedral. 
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^d times these were, — ^these glorious days of our three 
first Edwards I The second Edward's times, at all events, 
were most disastrous for the kingdom at large, but for the 
diocese of Carlisle it must haye been dreadful. The Scots 
overran the country again and again. What peace ex- 
ternal foes permitted, internal troubles destroyed. The 
Canons and uxe Pope were again at variance. The Ushop, 
the former desired, the latter disallowed, and appointed by his 
arbitrary will, John Ross, who is described as avaricious, 
refractory, malevolent, and revengeful. He was soon involved 
in disputes with the Prior about money matters, and excom- 
municated him ; he seized the rents and other effects of the 
monks, and interfered with their appropriate churches, so that 
they had little leisure or money to continue their worlu. The 
Bext bishop was, it appears, little better, although the Canons 
appear to have had their own way, as he had been their prior. 
He appears to have been in arrears with the Pope with regard 
to some payments, and was excommunicated. His castle was 
also burnt by the Scots ; he quarrelled with the Archbishop 
of York, was involved in innumerable suits with his clergy, 
and his assassination was attempted at Penrith. In short, 
John de Kirkbv seems to have had a most unpleasant time of 
it. Whatever his merits as a bishop, he appears to have been 
a ffood soldier, as he defeated the Earl Douglas in battle, and 
did good to the fabric by allotting the revenues of Sowerby 
and Addingham as a building fund. 

Bishop Welton, in 1352 to 1362, appointed by the arbitrary 
authority of the Pope, contrary to an election made by the 
Chapter, and sanctioned by the King, appears to have used 
his utmost exertions to complete the choir, he issued in- 
dulgences, and appointed collectors throughout the diocese, to 
receive the alms of the faithful, to finish the work. To him 
we no doubt owe the fflorious east end of the church, or at 
ieast its magnificent wmdow, which of its style is unrivalled. 
Bishop Appleby (1368 to 1395) seems to have completed the 
choir, the triforium, clerestory, and ceiling. He also is said 
to have filled the east window with beautiful stained glass, 
part of which still remains in the tracery. 

But the Cathedral was not destined to remain long without 
a further calamity. A second or perhaps a third fire occurred 
in 1392, destroying the north transept, which was restored by 
Bishop Strickland, in 1401. About this time also the capitals 
•f the nave piers were carved, and have been greatly admired. 
To me they appear coarsely executed, and of no great merit. 
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All hope of re^biiilding the nave now seems to have been 
abandoned, as the same bishop rebuilt the tower with a short 
wooden spire^ covered with lead. The junction between the 
wide choir and the narrow oave, has been very cleverly 
effected. 

The capitals of the eastern arch of the tower have the arms 
of Henry Percy, Governor of Carlisle, better known as Harry 
Hotspur. Bishop Strickland also fitted up the stalls in the 
choir, the passage through which deserves attention and ad* 
miration. The bishop was originally chosen by the chapter 
in 1395, rejected at Rome; but, after the death of two bishops, 
he was ultimately appointed by the Pope at the king's request. 
In 1433, Prior Hathwaite built the tnrone subsequently de- 
stroyed. 

About 1484, Prior Gondibour added some beautiful screens 
to the nave, of minute workmanship, a part still remains to 
which I shall shortly direct your attention* He had executed 
fhe curious paintings at the back of the stalls. 

Richard Bell, prior of Durham, was bishop from 1478 to 
1496. He has no history, but a very large tombstone and an 
immense cross. That a bishop of Carlisle should live eighteen 
years at this period and leave nothing to record is greatly to 
Lis credit I 

Lancelot Salkeld, the last prior and first dean, erected the 
cinque-c^nto screen on the north side of the choir, in which 
are inserted tl)e remains of other screens. This wor)r shows 
the mixture of expiring gothic with the classic revival. 

From this dat^ there is no more addition to the Cathedral 
^ record. At the Reformation, much of its ornamental 
furniture was removed and destroyed, but no destruction 
happened to the building itiielf till the great civil war. Then, 
in the year 1646, the west end and four-fifths of the nave, 
ai^d a greal part of the conventual buildings were taken down, 
and the materials used for the erection of guard-house and 
military works. At the conclusion of the war the present west 
end was built, and covered with a flat roof. In 1661, the tim- 
ber spire was removed. 

In 1745, the soldiers of the garrison who had supported the 
Pretender were disarmed, and confined in the cathedral. A 
great many ball marks on the walls of the building on the 
north side are supposed to commemorate the strife of this 
period. 

In 1764, the whole building, which was then no doubt in a 
yery dilapidated condition, underwent a general repair. The 

ceiling 
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teiliiig of the choir was groined, the screeDS renewed, and the 
whole structure beautified, according to one writer ; but the 
same work is thus referred to by another: — ** A great amount 
of ancient work was destroyed, the fine oak ceiling was broken 
up, aiid plaster groining inserted below it, and we exquisite 
screens between the choir piers, together with the ancient 
Bishop's throne were remoyed, and replaced by modem work 
of very coarse and inappropriate design." In 1856, the pres- 
ent excellent restoration was completed by Mr. Christian, and 
now one feels and says as our ancestors (ud a hundred yeari 
ago, ^^ the whole structilre has been improved and beautified." 
Some future antiquary may mourn over our ruthless barbarity, 
but I trust he will deal tenderly, and say, as we should say of 
chilrch restorers of a hundred years ago, their intentions were 
gddd if their taste watf execrable. 



Ar^. IV^^Raman RemAiniy recetiily found in Carlisle. Bf 
Dr. Bruce. 

Read in the Fratrpy CartisUj November 7th^ 1866. 

I HAVE been asked to ffive some account of the Roman re* 
mains recently found m Carlisle. Before doing so, allow 
me to congratulate you upon the formation of this Society. 
As Englishmen, we must be interested in the past history of 
t>ur countr}r. Unhappily a large part of the earliest history 
of Britain is mainly aependent upon the researches of the 
antiquary : it must be dug out of the ground by the spade and 
the pickaxe. Even in cases where the historian does come 
to our aid, the researches of the antiquary are often necessary 
in order to correct his chronology and rectiify many of his state- 
ments. For example, the statements of Gildas, the first 
British historian, as he is called, can only receive full credence 
when they have been sifted and rectified by the Roman in^ 
scriptions, and the hordes of coins which are turned up from 
time to time. Even in cases where we have to deal with 
historians of undoubted credit, the researches of the antiquary- 
lend additional interest to the pictures of the annalist. Tacitus, 
for example, tells us that Agricola commenced the battle of 
the Grampians by ordering forward some Tungrian and Bata- 
vian cohorts. How interesting it is to find buried in some of 
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the wildest parts of the North of England, where they must 
have lain undisturbed since the days of Roman occupation, 
slabs and altars carved by Roman hands, which mention both 
Batavian and Tungrian cohorts. The stone gives vitality to 
the lettered page. 

In Cumberland a vast field opens itself to the labours of an 
archseological society. The ancient roads of this part of the 
country are yet to be accurately traced. In Northumberland 
much has been done m this matter, and that almost entirely 
through the agency of one honoured individual — the late 
Duke of Northumberland. At his reauest, Mr. Lauchlan not 
only surveyed the Roman WaH, but the Watling Street from 
the Scottish border to the Tees, the Devil's Causeway, and 
the various branch roads* communicating with these. He also 
surveyed the ancient British and the Saxon and Danish en- 
campments in large districts of that county. He is now 
laying down the combined results of all his investigations in a 
map of ancient Northumberland. It is, perhaps, not too late 
to undertake a similar work for Cumberland. It may be that 
some large-hearted nobleman, with ample means, will resolve 
that it shall be done. But if it be thought too great a task 
for individual enterprise, the combined efibrts of a societv like 
this, might accomplish much. The facilities for doing it are 
greater now than they ever were. The sheet plans of the 
ordnance survey form an excellent ground-work for such a 
map. No doubt, where the ancient roads are still to be seen-, 
they will be laid down by the ordnance surveyors, but in the 
majority of instances these roads have been ploughed up, and 
their former existence can only be ascertained from the testr- 
mony of old men, and the records of the local- historians of the 
last century. There is^ no time to be lost; each winter makes 
sad havoc amongst those who were plough-boys in 1 80 1 . I am 
more anxious upon this subject, for I feel sure that important 
results would appear. 

It seems to me that the Romans took a* firmer grasp of 
Cumberland than of any other part of the North of tnirland. 
Besides the stations on the wall, including Burdoswald and 
Bowness and all between, a chain of forts, the chief of which was 
Maryport, has extended along the coast. These have evidently 
been intended to prevent the enemy, whether from Scotland 
or Ireland, landing within the wall. A road has connected 
these coast defences. Besides all this, several stations, many 
of them at some distance from the wall and the sea coast, 
have been planted in the interior with the view of sustaining 
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the garrisons that would have to bear the first brant of hostile 
aggression. Such were Old Carlisle, Plumpton, Papcastle, 
and others. A net work of roads has evidently connected all 
these camps toeether. 

How desirable it is that all these stations, and fortletS) and 
roads should be clearly set down in a map of ancient Cum- 
berland. And besides, every ancient British barrow and 
camp, every Damsh camp, every Border tower and Peel 
house ought to be carefully marked. 

There is another matter connected with Roman antiouities 
that some members of this society might undertake, i refer 
to the formation of accurate catalogues of Roman coins that 
have been found in any particular locality. Such catalogues 
would be of historic importance. Coins give us an approx- 
imate idea of the time during which any station has been 
occupied by Roman troops. On examining a Ust of coins you 
can form some idea of the degree of activity which has pre* 
vailed at different times in the station in which they were 
found. I had the advantage of examining last week the coins 
at Nether Hall, which have been found m the neighbouring 
station of Maryport. They have been carefully arranged by 
Mr. Senhouse, of the last generation. I am disposed to think 
that the station was first occupied by Hadrian, and that Marcus 
Maenius Agrippa, the personal friend of his father, whose 
name occurs on some of the altars found, was the engineer 
employed in its construction. At the time Hadrian visited 
Engkmd, A.D. 120, the coins of his predecessor, Trajan, 
would constitute the larger part of the currency of the 
empire. It would be mingled also with some of the coins of 
previous reigns, and a few pieces of the republican era. After 
the time of Antoninus the coin& diminish in number. It is re- 
markable that the only coins of the time of Severus are one of 
his wife, and one of his ^ounfi;est son. From evidence akin to 
this^ I am disposed to tmnk that Severus chiefly expended his 
energies in the central part of the Une — the path that he chose 
for his advance into Scotland, and by which he probably 
retreated. At all events, a carefullv constructed catalogue of 
all the coins found in the various localities occupied by the 
Romans in Northumberland and Cumberland would throw 
light upon the subject. To revert once more to the collection 
of coins at Netherhall, I notice that the number increases 
during the reigns of what are called the ^< thirty tyrants,'' 
seversd of them being supposed to have assumed the purple in 
Britain and GauL The number belonging to Constantine the 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



38 Roman Remains riscently JVund in Cartiate. 

great is considerable, thirteen. The usurpation ox Carausius aifid 
Allectus had been put down, and Britdn, in common with the 
i«8t of the world, eiijoyed peace. The intercourse with Rome 
must hare been considerable. The station must have been in 
a state of poverty toT^ards the close of the series. Of Valen^ 
tinian I., who died in 375, there is only one coin ; of Theo" 
dorsius who died in 395, there is only one ; and the same is 
the case with the last reign, of which there is an example, 
that of Honorius. The date of this last coin I take to bci 
A.D. 417. In a year or two after that time the station was 
probably abandoned. Objections will, I know, be brought 
against any conclusions derived from a single collection of 
coins. Accidental circumstances may influence it. That ief 
true, but if we have a numerous body of catalogues to reason 
fipon, we may build our conclusions with safety, for in this 
case the law of averages comes to our aid. Amongst the coins 
at Netherhall are several pewter denarii. As they were dug out 
of the camp there is no doubt that they are ancient forgeries. 
As early as the peridd of Claudius, (alse coins were imported 
into Britain. 

I have been spedking of Roman coins^-i^-a collection of 
English coins would have a corresponding value. If all the 
coins of the fourteenth century that ha^e been found in Cum- 
berland bad been carefully catalogued, we should have been 
able to trace with greater accuracy than at present the mardies 
of the three first Edwards to and from Scotland. 

One thing I wish much this sodety would undertake, and that 
is the preparation of an ai^urate map of Romah Carlisle. I am 
persuaded that Carlisle has been a place of great importance in 
the Roman period. It was the seat of comfort and luxury, 
and hence, also, probably of commerce. The ornaments and 
Vessels found in it are much superior to those found in the 
stations of the Wall. If all that are still in existence could be 
collected in one place, it would be found to what an extent the 
elegancies and luxuries of life were enjoyed in it. A map 
might surely be prepared, marking the course of the wall whicn 
probablv surrounded it, its gates, its principal streets, the 
spots where the most important remains nave been found, its 
wells, its burying grouna, and other details. A memoir of 
Roman Carlisle, after the model of Mr. C. Roach Smith's 
Roman London, would be an efibrt worthy of this Society. 

Another point of great importance which may be accom- 

Elished by this Society is the preservation of the sculptured and 
iscribed stones in which this neighbourhood abounds. In the 

south 
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south of England there is an almost total absence of these 
memorials or an era long^ past. We are rich in them. On us 
devol7es the responsibiuty of taking care of them and rendering 
them easily accessible to all who wish to study them. Ai) 
individual digs up an altar, he is pleased with it at first, but 
when the novelty is worn off, he ceases to care about it^ and 
gives it nway. It is soon lost sight of, and then is destroyed. 
And then again, great labour and expense is imposed upon 
those who study Roman antiquities by the wide diffusion of 
the remains of even a single station. In the course of my own 
^ivestigation of the antiquities of the Wall, 1 have often had 
to undertake a whole day's travel to see a single altar ; and 
to save myself a journey and voyage to the Isle of Man, I had 
to have sent me the cast of an altar which had been taken from 
Mary{)ort to Castleton. It is important that the antiquities 
found in this neighbourhood should, as much as possible, be 
.concentrated together. If a museum could be formed in Car- 
lisle, upon a permanent basis, much good might result ; if it 
cannot be formed, I would recommend that the inscriptions 
that are at present scattered about should be sent to museums 
that are already established, and of whose permanence there 
.can be no doubt. I have to apologize for my boldness in 
making these suggestions. I pray you give them only so 
much attention as they may be found worth. My interest in 
the subject and my desire for your prosperity have influenced 
me in saying thus much. 

Having read so far. Dr. Bruce said that circumstances had 
prevented him writing more, and he proceeded to describe ex^ 
tempore a number of Roman altars recently discovered in 
Cumberland, illustrationB of which were placed in the handsi 
pf the visitors. When he was recently examining some an- 
^quities at Netherby an intelligent farmer had expressed hisi 
surprise that ^Hhe Romans had copied so famously our English 
letters/' Children at school were little aware from what 
source they derived the very first elements of knowledge — the 
Romans were their first schoolpiasters. Among the altars 
which Dr. Bruce proceeded to describe were some found during 
the excavations in Carlisle for the sewerage works, and for 
f;he offices of the Carlisle Journal^ one found at Maryport, 
(now in the possesion of Lord Lonsdale) and one discovered 
(he other day at Silloth. With respect to the altar found at 
SUloth, Dr. Bruce said it was about ten inches high. At 
Skinbumess there had been an ancient harbour or creek 
})efqTe the year 1301, and there was a thriving borough or port ; 

but 
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Imt a great eruption of the sea carried away the harbour and 
greatly damaged the town. The making of a harbour at 
Silloth recently had changed the sweep of the sea, which had 
-exposed a quantity of boulder stones upon the shore, and this 
altar had been found. The conclusion he drew from it was 
that the Romans had had a little fortress at Skinbumess. 
The altar bore the inscription " Matribus Parcis." Dr. Bruce 
also described a Roman coin of which there was an illustration 
upon the sheet in the hands of the members. Those Roman 
coins, he remarked, were wonderful productions, and it was 
important to have contemporary portraits of the rulers of the 
earth in those days. They could be perfectly certain as to 
their accnrateness. Unlike the portraits of the Queen upon 
our coins — which were always the same— we frequently found 
their growth from youth to age. Nero, he had found on many 
of the coins, as a cnubby-cheeked innocent-looking youth, and 
at last as a bloated sensualist. Commentmg upon the names 
found upon some of the altars. Dr. Bruce saia they showed 
that Spaniards, people from Languedoc or elsewhere, had 
been among us, and they proved how vigorous were the efforts 
made by the Romans to subdue Englandand to keep it in their 
possession. He had no doubt that the discipline which the 
people of this country underwent in those times had been of 
the greatest service in forming the English character. 



Abt. V. — Lanercost, a Roman Station. By the Rev. J. 
Maughan, Rector of Bewcastle. 

Read at Penrith, July llth, 1867. 

IN entering upon a discussion of this question I would observe 
that in the " Notitia Imperii " we find a list of twenty- 
three stations, which is headed ^^ Item per lineam valli." This 
list gives us the name by which each of the stations was de- 
signated at the time when the book was written, and it also 
informs us by what body of soldiers each of the stations was 
guarded at that time. From the expression ^^per lineam 
valli ;" t.e. ^^ along the line of the wall," we may assume that 
these stations were either connected with the Roman Wall, or 
in its immediate vicinity. The words certainly appear to 
imply this much, and to bear this definite application. In 

their 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Lafiercost^ a Roman Station: 4t 

Iheir strict construction they admit of no allusion or reference 
iio stations at a considerable distance from the wall. 

Eleven of these twenty-three stations are in Northumber- 
land. Nine of them are connected with the wall, and the. 
other two at a short distance from it. The site of each of 
these eleven stations has been accurately ascertained. They 
foUow each other in a remlar successive order, corres[>onding 
with the list of the " Notitia." Their ancient designation not 
only agrees with the fragmental evidences of etymology, but 
it has been confirmed by the discovery of inscribed stones, at 
the several stations, bearing the names of the cohort given in 
the " Notitia.' 

Finding, therefore, eleven of th^se stations following each 
other in the order assigned to them by the author of the 
^^ Notitia," and finding the last of these stations on the con- 
fines of Northumberland, the inference appears obvious that 
we must look for the remaining twelve stations in Cumber- 
land, and in a position also corresponding with the order 
assigned to each of them m the ^^ Notitia." Analogy leads 
us to this inference, and it is supported by the evidence which 
may be derived from the vestiges of the old British language, 
which still leaves traces of its existence in the names of me 
particular localities in which the stations have been placed. 
The subject of this inquiry has long occupied my thoughts, 
and often been mentioned to others. It is very important, 
and it may be, therefore, not uninteresting to take a brief 
and calm review of the matter. 

That Amboglanna, the twelfth station in the list, is the 
first in Cumberland, and at Burdodwald, can admit of no dis- 
pute. This is proved by its name, and it has been amply 
confirmed by a large number of inscribed stones, bearing the 
name of the first cohort of the Dadans, which the Notida 
placed at Amboglanna. This, however, is the last station on 
the line of the wall whose local name has been supported by 
the authority of an inscribed stone. In tracing the sites, 
therefore, of the remaining stations, we are forced to trust to' 
etymology, and other circumstances, to aid us in the enquiry, 
and to remove the difficulties by which the question is sur- 
rounded. The question is — ^whether Lanercost was a Roman 
Station ; — and, if so, whether it was the station called Pet- 
riana? 

The Notitia states that Petriana was the station next to 
Amboglanna, and that a Prefect of the Ala Petriana was then 
ih garrison there. No inscribed stone has been found at 
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Lanercofit, bearing the name of this body of soldiers. A stone, 
with this Ala inscribed, has recently been found at Carlisle, 
but Carlisle is evidently too far from Burdoswald, and we 
find the sites of too many stations intervening. Carlisle is 
unquestionably the ancient Luguvallum, and could not be 
Petriana, Camden mentions a fragment of an old inscription 
found at Plumpton, also recording the name of this Ala, and 
on that account he places Petriana at Old Perith, or Plumpton. 
This camp, however, is at least fourteen miles south of the 
wall, and therefore cannot be admitted as one of the stations 
" per lineam valli," Besides, Plumpton is now ascertained to 
have been the Voreda of the second Iter of the Itinerary of 
Antonine. Horsley places Petriana at Cambeck-fort, or 
Castlesteads, a distance of about seven miles from Burdoswald. 
This far exceeds the usual distance between the stations, and 
consequently does not accord with what appears to have been 
the usual plan of the engineer of the great barrier, a plan 
from whicn we cannot conceive that he would deviate in one 
of the most exposed parts of the wall. I venture to suggest, 
therefore, that there may have been an intervening station 
between Burdoswald and Cambeck^-fort ; and that the site of 
the intervening station was at Lanercost* Cambeck-fort has no 
better claim to the name of Petriana than Lanercost, for a 
Petriana stone has not yet turned up at either place. 

In the absence of inscribed stones, I may therefore be allowed 
to observe that etymology is sometimes a great clearer up of 
historical difficulties, and although its teachings may sometimes 
be doubtful, and justly questionable, and may not in the 
present instance lead us to a conclusion entirely to our satis- 
faction, it may yet help us to a better understanding of our 
position. Local names generally arise from one common 
principle, viz., some quality or circimistance of the place. The 
word Petriana may have been in existence hundreds of years 
before the Roman era. It would be thus formed from the 
old British or Celtic words — PE, an enclosure — and TRE, a 
town, fort, or castle — ANA, on the river ; t.c. ** the enclosed 
fortress near the river." Petriana would therefore be the 
name of one of the earliest settlements of the first inhabitants 
of the island ; a British town, if we may so call one of those 
collections of huts, occupying a cleared-out spot in the midst 
of the woods, which were the only towns our island had to 
boast of when in the possession oi its first proprietors. Ac- 
cording to Csesar, Strabo, &c., these British towns were onlv 
woods fortified with a ditch, and a rampart strengthened with 

trees. 
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trees. The word "casira" was added only to those towns 
which were converted into a camp or station. Thus the name 
implies that it had been a British fordfied town before it was 
occupied by the Romans, and that the name was retained as 
having a strong association with the natural position of the 
place. The modem name <^ Lanercost,'' partly also confirms 
this conjecture that it was the site of a Roman station. The 
old British word LLAK, properly signifies a yard, or small 
enclosure. Camden states that it also denotes ^* a church, or 
church town," because, probably, such enclosures mifirht be 
places of worship in the tunes oCheathenism, or upon the first 
planting of Christianity, when churches were scarce. ER, 
sijpified " at " or " near ; " and COST may be a corruption 
of the word ** castra,'' a camp or station. Hence we may 
presume that it derived its present name from its local position, 
i.e. ^^ the church-town at, or over the station," and this name 
may have been appropriately assigned to it before the present 
monastery was founded. In Denton's MS. History of Cum- 
berland, It is thus spoken of— ^^ Lanercost ad costeram vallis." 
The word *^ costeram ** bears a strong resemblance to the word 
^^ castra," and in an old Runic inscription found near Bew- 
castle we have the word lluvbrkasta. 

But besides the argument from etymology, there is another 
point to which I wish now to draw special attention. The 
Priory, with all the conventual buildin|j;s, has evidently been 
erected with Roman stones. These, it has been erroneously 
stated, were brought from the Roman Wall. We find con- 
siderable remains of the wall for some distance, opposite to 
Lanercost, and we find that it has unquestionably oeen con- 
structed with stones brought from the carboniferous stratifi- 
cation which crops out in all quarters along the ridge called 
the Banks, and the numerous auarrjr holes along its line tend 
to prove this j&ct most satisiactorily. The whole of the 
buildings and walls at Lanercost, however, are most decidedly 
of the new red sandstone system, which is found in abundance 
on the south side of the river, and they most probably have 
been brought from the banks of the small rivulet called the 
Quarry Beck, where we find many traces of large excavations. 
VoWf these £Eicts lead us to the inference Uiat there is at 
least a posdbility that the whole of the monastical structures 
of the twelfth century have been reared from stones taken 
from a former series of buildings, i.e., from the ruins of 
a Roman station. The stones show that they have once 
undergone the manipulation of the Roman masons; and, 
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if not used at Lanercost, where else, it may be asked, could 
theybe used ? 

In the crypt is a collection of Roman altars, and other 
fragments of stones, such as are usually found in the ntes of 
stations, but it is uncertain whence they came, and where 
they were found. Soiqc are said to nave been found at 
Banksbead, and others at Burdoswald. My earliest recollec- 
tion of the crypt is that of a place nearly filled yi^ith rubbish. 
It was cleared out by^ ^ person named Isaac EUiot, a game- 
keeper to Lord Carlisle, and these stones were placed there 
by nim. Being resident in a part of the Priory, he spent 
most of his spare time in d^ging about the old buildings, 
expecting to find hidden treasures. Be certainly formed the 
collection, and claimed it as his own while he lived. But, 
besides these crypt-stones, there are others built into the 
walls of the monastic buddings, which tell a tale of their own. 
There is an inscribed altar in the clerestory, or open gallery, 
which runs round the upper part of the edifice, in the south- 
east corner of the choir. It forms a cover for the arch between 
the pilliar and the main wall* It is near the summit of the 
outer wall of the church, and must have been placed there 
when the Priory was first built, in the twelfth century, and a 
better place could not have been selected for its preservation. 
It has eyidently been an altar, and has been broken down by 
the masons into a seei^ent of a circle, so as to form a support 
or centre for the airch above it. \t is interesting to find it now 
in as perfect a state as it was when mutilated by the Mediseval 
masons, and it is a curious link between the earlier ages of 
heathenism and the present age of Christianity. It may be 
read thus. — "To Jupiter, the best, the greatest, the first 
cohort of the Dacian^, styled ^lia, over which is Julius 
Satuminus, a tribune.'' Now, we may fairly assume that this 
stone was placed here for t^e purpose of preservation, and that 
it was considered at that period, as a stone belonging to the. 
station. 

In the south-east comer of the east wall of the crvpt, I 
found, a few years ago, a small rude centurial stone, wmch I 
believe not to have been noticed before. It may be read 
thus : — "Centuria cohortis decimse ponendum fecit," — **A cen-r 
tury of the tenth cohort caused this to be placed." 

The Rev.T.Calvert, Rector of Stapleton, discovered, about 
the same time, another small centurial stone, all covered with 
ivy, in the east wall of the building, which is supposed to have, 
been the Refectory, in the Vicar^s garden. The inscription 
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iaay be read thus : — " Centuria Cassii Prisci," — " The cen- 
tury of Cassius Prisciw." The centurial niark is peculiar, 
but very distinct. 

In digging for a foundation, in the farm-yard, in 1860, 
loiother centurial stone was found buried in a heap of rubbish* 
It may also be read : — "Centuria Caii Ennii Prisci," — " The 
century of Caius Ennius Priscus." It is said that a silver 
,coin of the Emperor Trajan was found at the same time. 
These centurial stones are generally supposed to have been 

S laced by the soldiers, as records of the work performed by 
lem, and their position at Lanercost raises a presumption 
that this must have been a Roman station. 

In excavating for a cellar in the new farm house, in the 
year 1840, a large stOQc trough was found a few feet below 
the sur&ce. It is similar to, but much larger than that which 
was found at Halton Chesters, and to which a Roman origin 
has been assigned. I may suggest that it has been one of 
those baths which formed so prominent a part in the Roman 
domestic institutions, and which we Northerns, the unwashed 
part of humanity, cannot duly appreciate. Its position so far 
pelow the surface assigns to it a very early date — a date long 
anterior to its Nopman occupation. 

The following inscription was discovered by me in 1859, on 
a rock in the Banksbum ravine, about half a mile from 
Lanercost. This ravine is a series of rocks, freestone and 
Umestone, from one end to the other, and it probably yielded 
an immense quantity of both kinds of stone to the quarrymen, 
in the time of the Romans. Tbe inscription is a record of 
the presence of a decurion, ue. a commander of ten men, whose 
dntj was perhaps to direct and protect the workmen during 
theur operations. It may be read thus: — "Junius Brutus 
Decurio AlsB PetriansB," — "Junius Brutus, a Decurion of 
the Ala, styled Petriana." It is valuable as a. confirmation of 
the statement made in the Notitia that the Ala Petriana 
garrisoned the thirteenth station on the wall ; and, although 
there is no date, we may assume from the ligature EC that it 
belonged to the latter part of the second cetury, or to a later 
period. 

It also raises a presumption in favour of Lanercost being 
the Roman station Petriana, but it ia not decisive, for this 13 
the last place from which limestone could be procured for 
building the wall westwards, and it is probable tnat the lime 
for the station at Cambeck-fort may have been procured here, 
80 that this decurio may have belonged to that station. 

Admitting 
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Admitting, however, that these inscriptions and stones are 
not satis&ctory testimonials, there are otner reasons for sup- 
posing Lanercost to have been the site of a station. Toe 
enclosure called the Green, on the N. W. side of the Priory, 
still apparently exhibits traces of the vitBj or streets of a Roman 
city. The wall enclosing the Green on the east, west, and 
north sides, appears to have been placed on the foundations of 
the curtain or outer wall of the station, having gates near each 
of the ancient gateways. The entrance to the monastic 
buildings has been through an arch erected a little to the west 
of the western gateway. From this arch, when the grass is 
short, we may readily discern something^ like a line of street, 
(the via principalis,) running up to the Church-yard gate. 
The street called the via quintana appears also to be distinctly 
traceable. Between these two streets the vestiges of the 
foundations of several oblong or rectangular buildings are 
traceable, corresponding with the usual plan of Roman castra- 
metation. The general outline of these foundations is well 
developed on the north side of the supposed via principalis, 
but on the south side they are effaced by modem erections. 
The slightest digging, however, in the gardens, shows that 
there is no lack of foundations there. On the south side of 
the Church-yard gate, the walls of the guardhouse of the 
eastern gateway appear still in situ. Within my recollection 
a deep trench ran along the north side of the green, between 
the wall and the road, which was probably the north fosse of 
the station. In winter it was full of water, and often covered 
with ice. It has been gradually filled up with weeds, and other 
materials from the adjoining fields, and the road has been now 
made much wider. The outer wall of the station passed 
through the transepts of the Priory, and had its south east 
angle near the row of tall ash trees. The south fosse was on 
the north side of the trees, and in winter was fiill of water, 
being about four feet deep. It was called the fish-pond, 
having probably been appropriated to that use by the monks. 
It was filled up in the year 1840, with the debris of the new 
farm-buildin^« 

The situation of Lanercost is in the vale of the Irthing, a 
place of great beauty, and capable of affording a grateful 
shelter to the Roman soldier. It is like that of Cilumum, in 
the vale of the Tyne. It is about half-a-mile south of the 
wall and the vallum, and in this respect is similar to Vindolana, 
in Northumberland, which is about a mile south of the walL 
But there is a more remarkable similarity between these two 
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stations, and one which must have originated with the builder 
of the wall, and could not have occurred without a design. 
Opposite to Lanercost are the traces of an entrenchment, or 
ancient encampment, adjoining to and running parallel with 
the wall, for a furlong and a half^ and it is to be noted that 
near Milking Gap, and opposite to Vindolana, are similar 
vestiges of a place of defence in support of the wall We may- 
assume, therefore, that each of tnese must have been an 
auxiliary encampment, or post of occupation for the con- 
venience and protection of the soldiers, in consequence of the 
distance between the station and the wall. 

Like Cilumum, Lanercost also possesses the foundations 
and part of the piers of a very old bridge, which we may safely 
assume to be Roman, the mortar being the same as that used 
in the wall, and all other Roman structures. The ancient 
road by Lanercost to Brampton passed along this bridge, and 
thence through Naworth Parks. On the north side of the 
bridge, the road passed through the field called the Paddock, 
where its trail is easily seen when the field is ploughed. It 
then passed along the east side of the Nursery, where its ridge 
is considerably elevated, and thence through the wood by a 
cutting, aiming for the entrenchment adjoining the wall. 

Thus it appears that the evidence fi*om etymology, analogv* 
the vestiges of inscribed stones, and the locality, are singly 
and separately in favour of the presumption that Lanercost 
was once the site of a Roman station. The combination of 
these evidences draws us forcibly to the inference that it was 
originally a British town, called Petriana, and that it was 
seized by the Roman troops, (perhaps under Agricola, who 
converted it into a fort, and made the militarv way,) but 
afterwards held by a mural garrison, and then placed in the 
Ust of stations "per lineam valli." 
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Art. YI.—Yanwath Hall, Westmorland. By Michael W.- 
Taylor, M.D.^ Penrith. 

Given at a Meeting of the Cumberland and Westmorland 
ArchcBological Society, held at Yanwath, July Wth, 1867. 

THERE is DO part of Cumberland or of Westmorland, so rich 
in examples of old manorial houses, as the district around . 
Penrith. Almost every village prei»ents to the observation of 
the curious, its old *^ hall," once the residence of a manorial 
lord, who held his land, either as tenant in capite, by service, 
or scutate directly to the sovereign, or in the county in which 
we now stand, by tenure of drengage or comage to his great 
baronial superior, the Clifford of Westmorland, or the Lan- 
caster of Kendale. They are tenanted now generally by the 
principal farmer of the place. They abound on all sides of 
us ; within two miles £rom over the river Eamont, the remains 
of tibe extensive fortress of Brougham ; the same distance up 
the river stand the massive Pele of Dacre Castle, and beyond 
it the tower of the Hudlestones of Button John ; two miles to 
the south, the large and roomy Pele of Askham, and close by, 
are the smaller towers of Clifton Hall, and the ancient residence 
of the Lancasters at Sockbridge* 

The hall you come to visit to day, is as ^ood an example of 
a fourteenth century north of England fortified manor house, 
as you can find in our district. Having engaged to be your 
guide on this occasion, it shall be my endeavour, whilst pointing 
out to you what remains of interest to be seefi here, to take 
this opportunity of giving you generally, as far as I can, a 
familiarity with the usu^ style and domestic arrangements of 
mediaeval houses of this class. I believe much might be done 
by this Society, in preserving memorials of many of the old 
castles, abbey churches, ancient manor houses, Pele towers, 
etc., still remaining in these counties, either by written de- 
scriptions, measurements, *photographs, or drawmgs. If this 
suggestion were worked out by members in their different dis-' 
tricts, we would soon accumulate miateriid; which the Society 
midit mould into permanent records. 

Thfe Pele of Yanwath, like all the border towers of the 
same epoch, was built for defence, and as a place of refuge for 
iben and cattle from the incursions of Scottish marauders; 
It occupies a commanding position on the south bank of the 
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Btream, as all these English border Peles do ; so as to imjpose the 
river between the fortaJice and the enemy. The situation was 
chosen, so that it might guard the ford over the river Eamont, 
which is within half a bow shot ; the line of position for the de- 
fence of which, seems to me, by the traces still visible, have been 
lengthened and strengthened by the scarping and stockading of 
a natural bank, runnmg out into the adjominff river holm. 

Before the period of stone bridges, the fordat Yanwath, I 
conceive to have been the most important of all the passages 
across the Eamont. For I find, what I believe to be the Une 
of a British stone avenue or ancient pathway, leading to it from 
the south, from the encampment called Castle Steads, and a 
Bridsh village at Woodhouse, (both in this manor), with a con- 
tinuation of the same on the other side of the stream, to Sew- 
borrens, and the British occupation at Newton Reigny. 

In the time of the Romans, the road branching off from 
Hiffh Street, of which there are some traces on Helton and 
Askham felk, would naturally fall by this wath, as giving the 
nearest access to old Penrith, or Voreda^ and the cross road 
leading from that station to Papcastle, and the west. This 
ford would, from the more shallow expansion of the stream, 
^ord facilities for the passage of nosts of horsemen and 
waders, at times, when the more formidable waters at Eamont 
and Brovacum, were not practicable. 

In my search through Machel's MSS., now preserved in the 
Dean and Chapter Library at Cariisle, I find very little in re- 
ference to Yanwath ; but he makes a curious suggestion as to 
the derivation of the word, as follows : — ^^ Yanewath and 
Bridge, so called from their several passages over Emote ; of 
which there are four in the compass of this parish. — Sc. Yean 
Stankej Yane StocMridge^ Yane Waih, and Yean Stane- 
brigg ; t.e. one Stank, one Stockbridge, one Wath, and one 
Stonebridge ; whence those several towns Rd. several names ; 
Sc. Poolev Stanke ; Stockbridge or Sockbridge ; Yanewath 
or Yanwatn ; and Brigg or Bridge; which is so called because 
it is the most eminent passage over this river ; for which reason 
it is called The Bridge:' 

Equally fanciful is the derivation I have heard proposea 
for it, from wain (or waggon,) wath.* The old spelling of 

* Jakm CLA.BKB saysr^IhaTA often thongfat that this place had its name 
Yanwath, g 4 OiM-WJm. from its being the only waJtk or ford practioable for 
carriages at that time. That it was so, is erident from the bank at Kamont Bridge* 
which was then too steep for any loaded wagffon to ascend, and this the name of 
WathwameaA/m which the volaor waggon Ib particnlarly expressed, farther 
signifies.— Cb»-A^« Survq/ of ike Laku^&r. 
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the word is various— Yanewath, Yevenwitb, Eanwath, Yaii« 
wath. In my opinion the name of the place is derived from 
the river. The old pronunciation of Eamont, and that still used 
in the vernacular is Eamot, or Yammon, (endently derived 
from the Celtic, Ea^ water, and mowny hill) ; this allows by 
that ellipsis of one syllable^ by which we often seek to evade 
a roughness of sound, of easy conversion into Yamonwath, or 
Yanwath. 

It is no part of my busfaiess to enter into the history of the 
manor, nor to trace the genealogies of the different possessors ; 
this you will find in the county histories. I may state shortly, 
that from the time of Edward!., to the time of Henry VIIL^ 
it was in the possesion of the Threlkelds, from whom it went 
by marriage to the family of the Dudleys ; the fifth of whom 
in succession, Christopher Dudley, sold it in 1654, to Sir John 
Lowther. The manor included uie hamlets of Yanwath and 
Eamote Bridge, and the fine tract of land on the left bank of 
the river Lowther, extending as fiur as the present Lowgardens 
Bridge. At this point, it abutted on the manors of Lowther 
and Ascam, and contiguous to it on the west, lay the manor of 
Sockbridge. Within the memory of many now living, there 
extended to the south an unindosed common, the Yanwath and 
Tirril moors, which were taken up by Act of Parliament in 
1814. The gate to the conmion stood near the present public 
house, which still bears die sign of the ^^ Gate " on its sign- 
board, and the well-known highly suggestive and unequivocal 
rhyming couplet, — 

'< This gate hangs well, and hinders none. 
Refresh^ and pay, and travel on.** 

THE COURT- YARD. 

Here is a plan of the buildings as they at present exist, 
TVhich I have enlarged from that given by Parker, in one of 
his volumes on the Domestic Architecture of the Middle 
Ages.* [Dy. Taylor here referred to the enlarged plan which 
hung on the wall.J You perceive that it is in the form of a^ 
quadrangle, of which three sides now remain, inclosing a court-^ 
yard, or inner-bailey, or barm-kin, as it was. called. I do not 
think the side now open, was ever occupied by buil^ngs, but. 
probably bv a high wall and postern gateway, leading out 
into the pallisaded meadow, or outer bailey. The inclosed 
court is not a perfect parallelogram — ^for whilst its breadth at^ 

* For the sake of illnstratine this description, Ihaireintrodnoedontlines oC 
Mb. Paulbb's excellent plans, Nos. 1 and 2 1 and one of my own, No. 3. 
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llie east end is skty-four feet, at the west side it is onl^ fifty- 
)Beven feet across.^ an inequality produced by the slopmi^ in- 
wards of its northern wing. The necessity of the ^ound, the 
precipitous bank on the edge of whicti this wing is founded, 
iaocounts for this irregularity. The south side of the quadrantirle 
is occupied by the tower, the hall, arid the kitchen. The 
east and north sides consist of original buildings of the same 
date as the tower. They were probably occupied principally 
ad offices, and by the domestics. In those days all the 
necessaries of life were produced^ or kept in store on the 
btemises. HeUce the necessity for granary, bams, dairy, 
bakehouse, brewhouse, isind storehouse for provisions, besides 
the usual accommodation for stock, in the barton, or farm- 
buildings outside the wall. 

The present gateway is altogetlier modern, and did not 
exist in MacheFs time, two-hundred years ago, for in the 
little sketchy plan of th^ builditigS, \vhich he gives in his 
MS6., this part is closed: And he objects to the incon- 
venience of the roadway from the wath to the ancient gat^, 
and suggests that it should be carried by the unoccupied side 
of the quadrangle. But the inconvenience of this narrow path 
up the side of the cliff, constituted the strongest defence of 
the position of the gate from sudden attack by numerous 
assailants. The ancient gate was at the arch of the north- 
east angle, and beside it, are the postern and the porter's lodge, 
and^ guard chambers, one of uiem with a square window, 
retaining its original iron gratings. The wjJl here, very thick 
at the top, forms a watch wall for a warder to walk on, about 
twelve paces lotigj and four feet wide. It is surmounted with 
a crenellated parapet, which at the east end is borne out from 
the face of the wall, by three boldly corbelled stones, so as to 
leave two open spaces or holes, between the back of the parapet 
and the front of the wall ; thus forming what are called tnfe 
machicholations, through which the defenders might pour down 
destructive missiles on the enemy below. When no such open 
intervals have been left between the corbels, the machicolations 
are then termed frilse. 

Machel says — " There is an old chapel over the gate, to 
t^hich you ascend by a pair of stairs, in which they have not 
observed to place the altar eastwards, but rather contrary-** 
He marks the site of it in his little sketch ; but I cannot find 
any trace of what could have been built originally for a chapel* 
There is nothing worthy of note in the other offices, except 
Several fine examples of the ancient grilles and iron gratings. 

The 
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The principal entrance to the dwelling-house from the 
court-yard, is through an arched doorway, deeply recessed, 
and with the plain scroll moulding. It has an arched drip- 
stone over it, which contrasts with the square labels of the 
windows ; it presents, therefore, the characteristics of the 
Decorated, or Edwardian age of architecture, although it may 
have been built in the succeeding century, when, we presume, 
the hall was altered. The wooden door itself belongs to the 
next period in architecture, the Perpendicular, which yon can 
discern in the straight lines of the pannelling, and the tracery 
at the upper part of it. It is a very fine door. You may 
notice over the doorway a stone, pierced with a curious cruci- 
form loop, terminating in four round holes, or oileHs. Notice 
also the huge drawbar behind the door, significant of former 
times. 

THE PELE TOWER. 

Let us now survey the south wing or principal part of the 
building. At the west end stands the massive Pele Tower, 
surmounted by* its battlements and its watch-turrets at each 
angle, which impart to it the character of a fortalice, as indeed it 
was, and presents to us a standing memorial of those troublous 
times, when watch and ward and beacon lights, were the safe- 
guards craved for the protection of the western marches. This 
undoubtedly is the oldest part of Yanwath, and may have been 
built at the beginning of the fourteenth century, or the early 
Edwardian age. There is one window remainmg belonging 
to this period, which is the one with the foliated arch, on the 
third story, looking west. The subsequent alterations I will 
point out as we proceed to the interior. It has a frontage of 
thirty feet at the base, and is thirty-«ight feet wide, and the 
height from the parapet of the highest tower to the ground is 
fifty-five feet.* The entrance is through a pointed arched 
doorway from the hall. 

^ As usual in these Pele Towers, on the basement there is 
the vaulted chamber ; in this instance of one plain barrelled or 
tunnelled arch. It is lighted with two narrow windows widely 

* Nooeof these Border TowerSf winch I have ezamuied are square, but 
oblong ; and I have generally found the longer sides to be the east and west. 
The dimensions of them yary much, as may be seen from the following measure- 
ments :— Hutton John, thirty-eight feet by thirty, height forty feet ; Stapleton 
Tower, near Annan, forty-two feet by thirty-six ; Bonshaw Tower, on the IKirtle, 
about forty feet by thirty-four; Cumlongan Castle, a fine example, near Ruth- 
well CO the Bolway, sixty-four feet bv forty-fire; Belsay Castle, in Iforthumber- 
land, fifty-six feet by forty- seven; BUdon Tower, forty-three feet by thirty; 
Gorbridge, about thirty-two feet by twenty-six. 
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splayed. The walls here are six feet thick, of strong and 
massive masonry, made to resist fire and attack. A newel 
staircase in the thickness of the northern wall, ^ves access to 
the rooms above, and a short passage leads directly to the 
hall. 

THB DINING HALL, 

Tn its original state must have been a noble apartment of 
forty-two feet long, from the tower to the screens, and twenty- 
four feet wide ; but in the fifteenth century ereat alterations 
must have been made in it. It was shortened by the running 
up of a gable wall at the west end. The present high pitched 
timber roof was raised, and the present square headed windows 
inserted. The flight of steps which you see now running up 
from the hall to the second story, has been of later intro- 
duction, and the fair proportions have been still frurther invaded 
by the modern partition which cuts it in two, and by the plaster 
ceiling which hides, as you shall see, a really fine old timber 
roof of four braced and well moulded arches, ornamented with 
cusps, and a boldly carved cornice. The height of the hall 
from the floor to the corbels which support the roof arching, is 
fifteen feet three inches. The hall is lighted by three windows, 
all of the same character. In them you mark the work of the 
fifteenth century, or beginning of the sixteenth, or the Tudor 
period. They show the stage of transition from the graceful 
foliated tracery of the Decorated, to the straight lines which 
characterise the next period of architecture, the Perpendicular. 
Observe the blending of the two periods in the oriel with its 
six lights, trefoiled, cusped, with hollow mouldings, in the 
Gothic style, at the same time with the straight mullions, and 
transom and square head of the Tudor period. The two other 
windows are in the same style, but with two lights. The 
wide open fireplace, with its flat segmental arch spreading to 
thirteen feet between the jambs, is in good preservation, and 
highly characteristic. At the end of the ball is the passage 
leading to the outer doors, and kitchen, and butteries.* This 
is the part which was always known as the screensy and was 
often closed by a curtain. 

THB DISCOVERY OP **TeIfZN8TRBLff GALLERY.'* 

In examining the hall the other day, an interesting fact was 
brought to light. We know, that in manor halls of the four- 

* The ▼arions parts and doors of this entrance into the house, are known in 
CnmberUndjby the names of Hallen, Heok, and Mill-doors, or the space between 
the doors. 
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teenth oentury, it was usual to have opposite the dats^ ancl 
over the screens^ the minstrel^ or music gallery. This was 
sometimes a wooden loft, more often it was of stone. The 
situation it should occupy in this haU, is thai space directly 
above the smaller arch, next to the fireplace arch. It was 
evident, that there was a space here, which could not consist 
of solid wall. On examining it from the ceiling above, we 
found a hole leading to a stone chamber, with a plain square 
window now blocked up, looking into the hall, which would 
in fact have formed an open gallery fkcing the dais, according 
to the usual rule. It was so covered up with rubbish that 1 
could not make out the entrance into it ; but this tfsually was 
by a trap door, and wooden steps or ladder leading from the 
outer passage, mo^e nyrelv, by a narrow stone staii^ in the 
thickness of the wall. [ut. Taylor here stated that a sub- 
sequent etamination made only yesterday, quite confirmed the 
opinion he had just given. The robbish having been all 
cleared away, the bottom of the chaitiber was exp^ed. The 
floor was found to be of wood, as was usually the case, and hi 
one comet next the outer wall. Was a square trap door, through 
the ceiling, which would have given access to the gallery by 
a ladder from the short passage of entry, or the " Screens." 
The dimensions of the mUsic loft were found to be seven feet 
long by four feet six inches wide ; the window fadng the Hall 
is about two feet square, with well dressed and splayed stone 
lintels, and it has been furnished with two iron stanchions. 
He regarded it as a rather interesting discovery, for few music 
galleries existed no\^, except such as were ceiled in masonry, 
as at Raby Castle.] 

DINIMO IN *<r« BALZr IN THE FOUBTBBNTH CBNTURT« 

But to divert us from these Dryasdust details for a brief 
space ; (if our staid society permit of imaginary speculations,)^ 
let our fancy carry us back to some of the scenes which may 
have been enacted here. At the far end of the hall, opposite 
the screens, was the dais, or raised platform of two steps, with 
its high table, or " hie-borde," for the lord, and his principal 
guests ; down the ball in front, were ranged the boards on 
trestles, and the benches for retainers, and those of inferior 
degree. No carpet covered the floor, but it was strewn with 
sweet rush, lavender, and fragrant plants. The lower part of 
the walls were wainscotted in the gothic style, or that same 
quaint linen pattern, that you still see on the outer door 
leading into^ courtyard, and of which there is some beautifol 
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•work shown at Brougham Hall. From the stag antlers on 
the walls, hun^ the furniture of war, — shields and targets, lances 
and pennons, oroad sword and battle axe, and the long-bow 
and cross-bow, — ^together with the eneines and trophies of the 
chase. Here hung also the beautiful burnished armour, 
(which at this period had attained its zenith of perfection,) 
which might be donned hastily, anjr night, on the alarm note 
of the warder^s bugle on the tower, signalling the firing^ of the 
Beacon of Penrith. Under the benches laid the dozmg but 

Suick-scented bloodhounds, kept and provided by the lord, 
oth for the chase, and if need were, for the pursuit with hot 
trod of the red hand moss-trooper over the border. Over the 
chimney-piece, on heraldic escutcheons, were blazoned the 
armorial bearings of the Threlkelds, and the quarterings of 
their alliances — the Clifford and Vescy. On the wall behind 
the dais there was a hanging of arras tapestry, representing 
within its embroidered border, some feimous incident in chiv- 
alry, the work of the fair ladies of the house; an art but lately 
introduced into England. 

The period, let us say, was at the end of the long reign of 
Edward III., or the close of the fourteenth century ; the most 

Slorious in the annals of English architecture, and the most 
rilliant for prowess in the whole history <^ England. The 
great North of England barons, Roger de Clifford, of 
Appleby, and Ranulph de Dacre, commissioners on the bor- 
der marches, and all gentlemen of inferior array, were ordered 
by royal mandate to repair to their northern estates, and there 
keep residence, and arm their followers to defend the country 
against the Soots. The lord of the beautiful domain of Yan- 
wath of that day, was William de Threlkeld. Let us people 
the hall with his immediate friends and neighbours. There 
were Thomas de Lancaster, of Sockbridge, and his kinsman. 
Sir William de Lancaster, of Howgill, knight, both branches 
of the family of the powerful barons of Kendale. There was 
William de Wvbergh, of St. Bees, who had just succeeded to 
the manor of Cufton Hall, by his marriage with Eleanor, the only 
daughter of the last of the D'Engaynes, of Clifton ; besides John 
de Carleton, of Carleton, Edmund Sandford of Askham, and 
many others. And lastly came the Knight of the Shire, Sir 
Hugn de Lowther, whose office it was to marshall the array 
of vassals, and men-at-arms, that might presently be wanted 
for the Scottish border; and to swell the lordly possessions of 
whose successors it was destined the manors of most present 
were to pass. Nor was the Church unrepresented, for the 
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white and black g-arb of the monk and the cleric, rustled softly- 
amid the clane of the half-mailed knights ; and the grace was 
said by the abbot of the neighbouring monastery of Heppe ; 
and after the feast, the pax was offered, and the alms dish pre- 
sented by my lord's " aumonere " or private chaplain. 

The hour is half-past ten ; on the upper table the white doth 
is spread, and the trumpet has sounded the call to dinner, — ^for 
our forefathers of the fourteenth century rose at five. The 
pages bring in the ponderous dishes for the banquet, — a 
bountiful and varied fare. Salmon from Poke Dub, the pool in 
the river below, the great grey lake trout from UUswater,* and 
eels from the stanke at Pooley • The head of a wild boar speared 
in Grisedale ; venison from a " stag of ten" shot with the 
quarrel bolt of the bowman in Martindale ; or from a noble 
hart, a veritable ^^ hart o' grease," run by the *^ sleuth dogges' ' 
from the park of Whinfell, in the manor of Oglebird, and 
brittled at Tarn Wadlyn, in the Forest of Inglewood. Nor 
do the men at arms below the salt, fail to help themselves 
with their fingers, (for there were no forks in those daysV to 
huge slices of beef from the baron of one of the knowted Kine, 
a reprisal in an outrode against the Ellots of Liddlesdale, or 
on the braes of Annandale. Nor does the *^ high table " lack 
in the more refined samples of culinary art; the highly- 
flavoured pasties, and the poignant ragouts, mortrews, and 
stews, hotly seasoned with spicery, and coloured with saffron ; 
for our ancestors were bon vivants and epicures in their 
way. The mead and sack, the Malmsey and Rhenish, — 
and the flagons of highly-spiced claret cup, and ipocrasse, — 
and the wassail and uie mazer bowl pass finely from hand 
to hand ; and the ^^ celerarius," with his black-jack stoups, 
makes many a trip to the buttery hatch, for the nut-brown 
ale, to fill up the horns of the thirsty comrades at the lower 
tables. 

And, 'twas merry Id the haU 
And the beards wagged all, 

and during the while, the fool in his motley cracks his widest 
jokes, and the band of jongleurs or wandering minstrels in the 
music gallery, in their ranciful dresses, strum their merri- 
est airs to divert the company, and sing their ballads and 
roundelays, or narrate in their jingling rhymes, how the 
Scots fell at Halidon Hill, or how some Border knight won 
his spurs on the field of Cressy or Poictiers. 

* Glabke, writing one handred years ago, speaks of the Grey Troat as oom- 
mon in the lake, and ranging to thirty and forty pounds weight. 

THE 
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THE SOLAR. 

This chamber forms the second story of the cower, and was 
formerly approached from the hall by the newel staircase, now 
disused. 

It is the solar, or lord's chamber, whither the lord and his 
more honoured guests retired from the clatter of the hall. 

It is a single room, with closet attached, and measures, 
independent of the deep window bays, twenty-five feet six 
inches by eig;hteen feet six inches. 

It retains no early work about it, and it is thoroughly 
Elizabethan. In MacheKs time, there were three coats of 
arms of the Threlkelds and Dudleys, over the ceiling, with 
the date 1586 ; so that it is probable that all the repairs and 
alterations which you see, were completed then, by Edmund, 
the son of Richard Dudley, who was named by Queen Eliza- 
beth, as one of the first governors of her Penrith Grammar 
School, founded in the sixth year of her reign. Machel 
figures also the coats of arms that existed in his day over the 
"hall outshot window." They were: 1, Threlkeld ; 2, 
Clifford quartering Vescy ; 3, Clifford.* The only armorial 
bearings now in the house, are those over the mantel in this 
room. They are the royal arms of Queen Elizabeth — the 
three lions passant quartered with three fleurs-de-lys, with lion 
rampant and red dragon for supporters, with present mottoes, 
surmounted with her monogram. 

The Elizabethan style is seen in the square^headed muUion, 
and transomed windows of five lights ; in the plaster ceiling 
ornamented with the tooth work ; and in the ordinary oak 
wainscotting of the period. 

The little room off the solar, was the lord's bedchamber ; 
an old Elizabethan bedstead stood there until lately ; it is 
four-posted, four feet six inches wide ; the head board is 
worked in deeply sunken panels, and it is inlaid and orna- 
mented with the small black and white chequer work common 
to the time. The bedstead is now at Lowther Castle. 

THE ladies' chamber, OR **Ye BOWERE.** 

Ascending to the next story of the tower, by the still spirally 
winding staircase, we find it also to consist of one chamber. 

* The arms are: — 1. Threlkeld, Argent, manche Gules. 2, Clifford quartering 
with Baroness of Vescy ; or, a plun cross sable. 3, Clifford, cheeky or and 
azure, on fess gules. 

In addition to these, <* In plaster wk oyer ye ceiling" were Lord Dudley's 
arms ; argt ; a Lyon Rampant with caud reflexed, lingued, membred, and armed 
gules. 

H It 
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It is the ladies' chamber, or, to give it its genuine Entrlish 
name, " the bower," and though bereft now of the attributes 
and surroundings of its fair tenants, and almost ruinous, 
presents still, to the eye of the curious, many points of interest. 
This room retains more of its original character than any other 
in the building. 

It is lighted on each of its four sides by a window ; that on 
the west side is the most ancient, and is of the Decorated 
period, with a foliated arch, with ogee he«id and mouldings. 
The wide recesses in the sills of two of the windows, are 
furnished with stone seats placed opposite to each other ; cosy 
nooks, specially adapted for quiet work, or, it might be, con- 
fidential and important conversation. These benches, or 
bartisan seats, are the usual domestic arrangements in the 
ladies' chamber of the fourteenth century. 

The windows are placed a few steps above the floor — glass 
was then unknown, at least for ordinary glazing. The win- 
dows were closed with canvas at the upper part, and with 
wooden shutters below, for the crooks of which, you see the 
holes in the stone work of the jambs. They were protected 
outside by iron gratings or grilles, of which there are several 
very perfeet examples in various parts of the building. At 
the two opposing corners, the south-east and north-west, there 
is a small closet, formed in the thickness of the wall, each 
lighted by small windows. The first I think may have been 
used as an oratory chapel ; in the latter, there is a garde robe, 
and an oblique projecting drain spout, or gurgoyle. 

Notice the walls. The three square openings planted in 
them are for lockers. The practice of adorning the walls with 
paintings in mediaeval times, dates from before the thirteenth 
century. Painting was afterwards superseded by the introduc- 
tion of tapestry ; in the fifteenth and sixteenth, by wooden 
panelled wainscotting and stamped leather; and, later, by 
hangings of velvet and silk, and printed linen ; and lastly, paper. 
Here the walls have been cemented, and you can still observe the 
scraps of the fresco painting which covered them in the fifteenth 
century. The figures seem to have been of large size, and pos- 
sibly represented some historical subject, with a border and in- 
scription beneath. The roof and flooring of this chamber may 
be a hundred years older than the fittings in the room below. 

Notice the flooring. The thick oaken boards are framed 
and rebated into the joists, which are tenoned and trenailed 
into four massive tiebeams putlogged into the walls, and united 
in the centre. 

The 
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The roof is a fine example of a mediaeval wooden ceiling, 
of the fifteenth century, — so much more effective than that 
fashion of plain flat lath and plaster and whitewash, which 
we persist in perpetuating, in spite of its hideousness. It has 
a very slight pitch in it, and takes the bearing of the leaden 
roof outside ; it has ornamented tie beams, and it is framed 
and panelled, and the mouldings profusely carved with a sort 
of beading of the tooth ornament In consequence of the 
battering, or sloping inwards of the walls from the base of the 
building, this apartment is a foot longer in each direction than 
the lower chamber, five-and-a-half feet being the thickness of 
the walls, in this part of the tower. 

We ascend by the newel to the roof. 

The parapet is battlemented. At each comer there is a 
watch tower, each with a flight of steps, and a small room for 
the warder below. In each of them the plan differs slightly 
from the others, that at the north west comer is the largest 
and highest. 

This building was meant to be a place of strength and de- 
fence, as this parapet, with its merlons and embrasures, testi- 
fies, but its architect, whoever he was, must have had a fine 
fiense of the beautiful, and been imbued with the true and 
simple spirit of art, in raising for the use of a chimney, this 
elegant lantern, with its slight and graceful octagonal shaft. 

Iwill not speak of the view of the picturesque country on 
every side ; but notice the river Eamont flowing in its short 
but rapid course from the lake to the river Eden. Directly 
under the tower is the ancient ford of which I have spoken, 
through which many hosts have passed in hostile array, the 
wild hordes of the ancient Brigantes, and the proud phalanx 
of Rome, the Pict and Celt, the Angle and Dane, the Nor- 
man Knight, in the pride of panoply, and the wily moss- 
trooper on his midnight foray ; now disused and well nigh 
forgotten — while within a few yards of it the modern highway 
— we iron road — spans the river, carrying its hosts on their 
divers errands. 

And so we leave the old walls of this remnant of feudal 
times, a place which, in the words of Machel, ^^ hath a delicate 
prospect when you are at it, and hath the grace of a little 
castle when you depart from it/' 
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Art. VII Brougham Castle. By the Rev. James Simp- 
son, Vicar of Kirkby Stephen. 

Read at Penrith, July Wth, 1867. 

IN the fifth year of his reign King John granted to Robert 
de Veteripont Appleby and Burgh with all the appurt- 
tenances thereof, and with the bailiffship and rent of the 
County of Westmorland, together with the services of all the 
tenants thereof, who held not of him by knight's service, " to 
have and to hold of us and our heirs, to him and his heirs 
which shall issue of him and his espoused wife, by the service 
of four knights for all service, saving to us and our heir* M 
pleas which belong to the Crown Royal, and saving the royal 
dignity, and saving that the said Robert or those belonging to 
him may make neither waste nor diminution in the wo«ds of 
WhinfieW, nor hunt in the same without the personal presence 
of the said Robert, so long as we shall live.'' In this grant 
there is no special mention made either of Brougham Castle 
or Brougham Manor, though they were undoubtedly in- 
cluded, and became part of the possessions of Robert de Vet- 
eripont as they had been of Simon de Morville and afterwards 
of Hugh, for whose treason they were forfeited. But it was 
not until a later period that Brougham attained its importance 
as a family residence and became so intimately connected 
with the history of the county. When Robert de Veteripont, 
grandson of that Robert to whom the estate was granted, fell, 
fighting against the King (Henry III.), at the battle of 
Lewis, 1264, he left two daughters, Isabella and Idonea, or 
as she is on one occasion — if not more — called Ivetta, and 
when, at York in 1268, their father's estate was divided be- 
tween them, the Castle of Brougham and all the lands and 
tenements of the Manor of Brougham fell to the share of 
Isabella, who married Roger de Clifford son of that Roger de 
Clifford in whose wardship the king had placed her on the 
death of her father. 

It was this Roger, the first of the Cliffords in Westmorland, 
who is thought to have added so largely to Brougham Castle 
though not perhaps to the extent sometimes supposed. 

In his " Domestic Architecture of England," Mr. Parker 
says : — The keep, which is of the usual Norman form, square 
with slightly projecting turrets (if they may be so called) at 
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the angles, has some of its ori^nal windows, &c., remaining, 
which are of plain character. The exterior does not exhibit 
much alteration except at the upper part and at the south-east 
angle, where a space has been corbelled out to allow the 
formation of a small oratory, but in the interior there is 
scarcely any part of the original design visible. The lower 
story has been groined, the ribs springing from corbels in the 
form of heads, and the vault has been supported by a small 
central pillar, the base of which still remains. 

The entrance to the upper rooms was by a staircase in the 
north-east angle, which communicated with passages in the 
wall, and in the upper part this passage, which is well built and 
very curious, communicates with the small oratory in the 
south-east angle before mentioned. This is a very small 
room, but is beautifully groined, has a window to the east, 
and contains a piscina, &c , and has had an opening from the 
principal apartment. The style of this little chapel, as well 
as of the whole interior, is that of the time of Edward I. 

On the north side of the keep is a very curious arrangement, 
namely, two distinct gateway towers, which are connected 
by an intervening building. The inner tower abuts on the 
north-west angle of the keep, and the outer one on the north- 
east. At the outward angles of this latter are diagonal turrets, 
and on the top of the building and over the gateway are three 
corbels, which seem to have been intended for macnicolations, 
and the same occur in the additions to the keep. 

Over the archway is a stone which formerly belonged to the 
building, and which has been built into the wall at the time 
of the late repairs. On this stone are the words " Thys made 
Roger.'^ Tnis is supposed to refer to Roger de Clifford who 
died in the reign of Edward I, and who made great alterations 
and additions to the Castle ; indeed to him may be attributed 
the principal part of the buildings now remaining, the keep 
being the only Norman work now existing. 

The court yard is enclosed with a wail, at the south-west 
angle of which is a tower, from which a covered passage in the 
thickness of the wall leads to the offices in the south side of 
the court yard. On this side also is the chapel, which is in 
ruins ; it has lost its roof and floor but its piscina and sedilia 
still remain ; the former is quartrefoiled under a pointed arch, 
the latter have three pointed arches trefoiled with the spandrels 
filled with shallow sunk trefoils. The east window, except 
the jambs and part of the sill, is destroyed, but one of the side 
windows remains perfect. It is trefoil-headed and widely 
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splayed inside. There was a room under the chapel, and the 
corbels of the floor still remain ; the rest of the south side 
appears to have been occupied with offices, and the hall seems 
to have been on the east side, but the outer walls alone are 
left, so that it is difficult to make out the plan of this part." 
Such is the description of the remains of Brougham Castle as 
it now stands, and this description agrees in the main with 
what we know of the history of the ouildin^. The square 
tower or keep is without doubt the oldest part of the castle, 
and is of the same character as Caesar's tower at Appleby — the 
Roman tower at Brough and Pendragon Castle, and was most 
probably built at the same peiiod and under the direction of 
the same architect, and though it is impossible to adopt the 
opinion of Grose, that the style of architecture of this Castle, 
and particularly that of the keep, undoubtedly pronounces it 
Roman, there is no doubt that many of the stones used in the 
building are of Roman workmanship — and had done duty in 
the walls of the Roman fort upon or near which the ruins 
of this ancient Castle stand. Whittaker's description is some- 
what different. Writing of the four Castles of Appleby, 
Brough, Pendragon, and Brougham, he says : ^' Of this last 
(Brougham) the remsdns are very magnificent. It stands 
without any advantaofe of situation except what is derived 
from the ramparts of the Roman Brovonacum, (probably very 
strong at its first erection) within which it was placed. I'he 
dungeon, unquestionably of the era of Ranulph de Meschines, 
is a vast square Norman tower, four stories high, of which the 
lowest was vaulted with rib work, and the next appears to have 
been the great Hall. The different apartments, many of which 
have round beaded lights, were approached by staircases and 
galleries in the thickness of the walls. A small chamber at the 
top of the south-east angle has been richly groined. The 
gateway, and apartments adjoining, which bore the inscription 
" Thys made Roger," apparently in imitation of " This made 
Wykham" may with greater probability be ascribed to Roger 
Clifford, in the reign of Richard II, than to his ancestor of the 
same name. The chapel and the adjoining suite of apartments 
in the south appear to be of the same age, and are probably 
the work of the same hand. The inner gateway can scarcely 
be older than Henry V 1 11 ." 

The Roman camp or fort, of which traces may be clearly seen 
on the south side of the Castle, stood upon the road ieaiiing from 
York to Carlisle, and is supposed to be the station mentioned 
in the fifth Iter of Antoninus as Brocavum. Several incised 
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atones were found in a field not far from the Countess' pillar, 
but at the opposite side of the turnpike road, where the Roman 
burial place seems to have been. In 1 692 these inscribed stones 
were set up in the wall on the right-hand side of the lane as 
you go to the Castle, and there was also a large stone writ 
from end to end, unluckily broke by a careless waller, who, to 
further his work, beat it all into pieces. At the present time 
they are, I think, in the court yard at Brougham Hall. 
There are two otiier inscribed stones mentioned in Mr. Hill's 
valuable manuscripts, as found near the Countess' pillar, one 
is a memorial stone erected by a father named Vidaris in mem- 
ory of his son Crescentinus, aged eighteen years ; the other 
is an altar of somewhat peculiar shape, dedicated to the God 
Belatucadrus, and which Mr. Hill says was found in 1828 in a 
fif Id belonging to the Brougham Castle estate, the property 
of the I%arl of Thanet, on the west side of the turnpike road, 
nearly opposite the Countess' pillar. The farm servants, while 
levelling a space behind the hedge in which to winter store 
potatoes, struck a spade on a stone, which sounded hollow, and 
on taking it up, the above peculiar flange-shaped altar presented 
itself, the lettered side downwards, and placed over the mouth 
of a square-shaped well 2ft 4in. by 2ft. 7in., neatly walled in 
on all sides with thin stones. The altar is made of red sand- 
stone and measures 1ft. 9in. long by llin. wide in the centre. 
The well was measured and the inscription copied by myself." 
At what period of the Roman occupation the Station at 
Brougham was built we have no record, but from its position 
it would necessarily be of considerable importance, and aft;jer 
its abandonment by the Romans its situation at the confluence 
of two rivers would point it out as a strong position, and the 
walls of the Roman camp would furnish materials wherewith 
to construct a stronghold capable of being defended. In the 
Angio*-Saxon chronicle, under the year 926, we read that King 
Athelstane obtained the kingdom of the Northumbrians. And 
he ruled all the kings who were in this island — first, Howell, 
king of the west Welsh ; and Constantine, king of the Scots ; 
and Owen, king of the Monmouth people ; and Aldred, son of 
Ealdulf of Ban borough; and they confirmed the peace by 
pledge and by oaths at the place which is called ^mot, on 
the 4th before the Ides of July ; and they renounced all idola- 
try and afterwards submitted to him in peace. Whether the 
i^mot here mentioned is the meeting of the waters of Low- 
ther and Eamont at Brougham Castle, may be a matter of 
doubt, but there seems no doubt that there was in the times 

preceding 
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preceding the conquest a fort or stronghold on the present site 
of the Castle which gave a name to the neighbouring village 
of Burgham or Brougham — or as it sometimes occurs in the 
Pipe Rolls, spelled Bruham or Brouham. The claim to de^ 
rive Brougham from the name of the Roman Station seems to 
me entirely without foundation, and the assertion of Hutchin- 
son that there is not another instance of the name of Burgham 
or Brougham in the whole island is quite a mistake. Several 
instances might be adduced both from Doomsday, the Pipe 
Rolls, and inquisitions post mortem^ in which manors are 
mentioned of the same name and written in the same form. 

The village to which the fort gave its name, originally 
stood on the road leading past Brougham Chapel towards 
Appleby, and the best part of it seems to have been in the 
direction of the road leading to Clifton cross, near the site of 
the old vicarage house. The Rev. Mr. M achell, writing in 
1685, states that *'as the town of Brouham was then de* 
molished, he had taken occasion to draw an imaginary plan of 
it partly by memory, and partly by the best information that 
could be had from one that lived in the place. These tene- 
ments were purchased off about fourteen or fifteen years since, 
in two or three years time by J. Bird, the houses demolished 
one after another and turned into walls by which he has made 
a great improvement, but is become like a pelican or an owl 
in the desert." In a pamphlet published in 1843, there is 
some mention made ot Brouham being formerly a market town, 
and having a shrine of the virgin, to which there was a great 
pilgrimage. But there must be some confusion between 
lirough-under-Stainmore, and Brougham. In the fourth of 
John a market was granted to Brough under- Stainmore, 
where was also a well dedicated to our Lady and to which 
there was at one time a great pilgrimage. The confusion 
has no doubt arisen from the careless way in which Leland's 
Itinerary was edited by Hearne, and the consequent inaccu- 
racies arising from the confused arrangement of his descrip* 
tion of places in the neighbourhood. Leland's remarks upon 
Brougham Castle are as follows (and other descriptions 
that have been thought to apply to this place, refer either to 
Borough-bridge in Lunesdale ; or, Brough-under-S tain more.) 
— *' At Brougham is an old castle that the common people 
there sayth doth sink. About this Burgham ploughmen find 
in the fields many square stones, tokens of old buildings. 

The castle is set in a strong place by reasons of rivers en- 
closing the country thereabout." 
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The square stones here mentioned were without doubt 
Uoman and had been orig^inally used in building the camp, and 
as a matter of course the material so near at hand and so 
suitable for the purpose would be used by those who built the 
castle, and there is at least one inscribed stone over a doorway 
in the keep and no doubt others would be used without much 
scruple, if found adapted for the purpose. 

In the memoirs of the Countess of Pembroke it is stated as 
certain that Roger de Clifford the younger, after he was 
married to Isabella de Veteripont and was possessed in her 
right of Brougham Castle, did build and repair much of the 
said castle, as he caused a stone to be set in the wall thereof, 
over the door of the inward gate, whereon is engraven these 
words following, as they thus stand : — 

" Thys madb 
Roger/' 

Of course these remarks can have no reference to the square 
tower or keep which is of more ancient origin, and was un* 
doubtedly built at a much earlier period. 

Whittaker in his " History of Craven " (to whose de- 
scription of the Castle reference has already been made,) 
^ves it as his opinion, that the castles of Brough, Appleby, 
Fendragon, and Brougham were all the work of Randulph 
Meschines in the reign of the Conqueror. Brough to for- 
tify the pass of Stainmore, Pendragon that of Mallerstang, 
Appleby for its central as well as strong and beautiful situ- 
ation in the barony^ and Brougham to guard its northern 
boundary. 

I think there are several good and sufficient reasons to help 
us to the conclusion that some of these four castles were exist- 
ing in the time of the Conqueror, and we may have some 
grounds for supposing that his successor on his return from 
Carlisle might give directions to have these important positions 
strengthened and suitable places of defence built. It seems 
more probable that the keep of Brougham Castle was 
completed in the reign of Henry III, was constructed in 
imitation of Gurdu]ph*s plan, and comes under the head of 
^' irregular castles built between the conquest and the end of 
that king's reign." The supposition that this fortress was 
built in the reign of Henry 111 is strengthened by the fact 
that in a bundle of records of Henry 111, without date, the 
house at Bruham is mentioned in an inquisition of the waste 
Buffered during the minority of John de Veteripont. In his 

1 valuable 
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valuable manmcript notes to which I have previoasly referrecf^ 
Mr. Hill says : — ^* This fortress, built most likely by the 
king's ofders, in the rei^ of Henry III, under the superin-' 
tendance of Robert de Veteripont, before he forfeited the 
estate by siding with the barons under the Earl of Leicester, 
when he is said to have fallen at Ihe battle of Evesham." — 
(? Lewis.) Daniel, whom I consider one of the best author^ 
kies, says, speaking of this period of our history, — " For 
many of the nobles^who had taken part with the king, either 
not satisfied with their expectations, or knowing not how to 
maintain themselves and theirs but by rapine, fell to mutiny, 
surprising of castles, and making spoils in the country, as the 
Earl of Albemarle, Hobert de Veteripont, &c. ; and the differ- 
ences then existing between Henry III and Alexander of Scot- 
land, was a sufficient reason why the English monarch should 
insist that fortresses in the northern part ojf his kingdom should 
be repaired or built." 

As regards the rest of the castle, the grreater pio^t of which 
the Countess thinks was built by Roger de Clifford, Mr. Hill 
says : — ^^ It is probable that Lady Pembroke in this instance 
made a mistake between the Roger de Clifford of Henry III 
and Edward I, and the other Roger who possessed the estates 
from the twenty-fifth of Edward III, to the thirteenth of 
Richard II, full thirty-nine years, a longer period than Provi- 
dence has generally allotted to individuals of the Clifford race." 
There is every reason to believe that the latter erected the 
southern portal, and that part of the castle which faces the 
river Eamont towards the east. The entrance tower has to 
all appearance been little more than half the height of the 
original fortress or keep, and was machicolated above the 
vaulted gateway, which was defended by a portcullis^ the- 
grooves for which still remain. 

The pointed early English windows in the two stories above* 
the gateway are of a domestic character, as if intended to 
hold glazed casements, each containing two trefoil lights, 
divided by amullion or transom with quatrefoil opening above. 
At twenty paces from the outer gateway is an iimer one of a 
similar nature, with portcullis, which leads into an open court- 
yiird formed by this eastern side of the castle and the square 
keep, from whence two more vaulted gateways open into the 
outer buildings. Above the vaulted gateway there appears ta 
have been spacious rooms, unconnected with the tower or keep, 
for the convenience of the retinue of the castle when more 
refined times and the altered state of society demanded better 
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accommodation. Below these are some suspicious looking 
staircases leading down to the groundworks, facing the river 
Eamont, which^ though filled up with rubbish, there is little 
<loubt led to the dismal dungeons or prisons of the castle. The 
^lungeoos as in soaie other {daces were not in the keep, but in 
a detached building. 

Machell, without giving his authority, says that the last 
Roger, Lord Clifford, built the greatest part of Brougham 
Castle, next to the east, whereon his own arms and bis wife's, 
cut in stone, are joined together ; his wife also was Maud 
Beacham, daughter of Thomas, Earl of Warwick. la time 
of her widowhood she built and repaired much about this 
4»8tle, for it was her jointure. She lived much here and 
made Maud Pool, which retaias her name to this very day. 
This coat of armour of Roger, Lord Clifford, impaling that 
of his wife Maud, was in existence at the time Hutchinson 
wrote his ** Tour to the Lakes, viz., in 1766, and was placed 
over the said southern gateway. He says, speaking of the 
<«astle,— ^** On the outward gate, the remains of the arms of 
the Vallibus or Vaux fieunily are to be observed, being 
chequy, or and gules ; from whence I am led to conjecture 
they were builders, or great contributors to the work." It 
scarcely need be observed that Hutchinson has mistaken be- 
tween the €fms of Vaux, barons of Gilsland, cheeky, or and 
gules, and -those of Clifford, cheeky, or and azure, a fesse 
gules. There are not the slightest grounds for supposing that 
either Vaux of Gilsland or any other Vaux had any connec- 
tion with the castle and manor of Brougham or with any 
other land in the parish, and there is no reason whatever 
why their arms should appear about the castle. When Hutch- 
inson saw the stone time had probably effaced the fesse on 
the Clifford shield, and he had thus mistaken it for that of 
Vaux. I believe the stone with the inscription ** Thys made 
Roger, '* now occupies the place of the coat of arms. It was 
placed there under the direction of the Rev. C. Barham, 
when he repaired the castle. The inscription itself simply 
denotes that Roger planned and erected that part of the 
castle in which the stone was placed; it has nothing to do 
with the castle making Roger, as suggested in Nicholson 
and Bum and some other writers. buch inscriptions are 
noc uncommon ; e.g. the pillar erected in St. Mary's Church 
Beverley and inscribed /^ This pillar made the Mynstrelis ;" 
and I believe some such inscription may be seen at the hall 
opposite. . . 

To 
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To tell the story of those who dwelt in this castle of 
Brougham from the time of Simon de Morville down to the 
Countess of Pembroke would be not only to write the history 
of the county of Westmorland, but in some sort, of the country ; 
for these Cliffords were a brave and noble race, and were 
almost always engaged on one side or the other in the wars 
that disturbed the kingdom^ as well as those against the Scots. 
Placed on the borders of the realm this castle would naturally 
receive the first attacks of our warlike neighbours in their 
joumeyings southward, and its possessors could not avoid 
taking an active part in the ever recurring skirmishes in 
their marches. 

In the Scotch Rolls there is an entry in the time of Edward 
III, ordering the constable of the Castle of Brougham to re-« 
ceive men of the marches and their goods, and when the 
beacon fires warned the gallant knights and yeomen of West- 
morland that the wife of some border chieftain had served her 
lord with a pair of clean spurs for his supper, and he and 
his henchmen were on horseback to replenish the larder, 
Brougham would offer a ready retreat and safe protection 
against these lawless marauders. 

During the long period from the time of Henry III until, 
at all events, the time of James I, thi<« castle was one of the 
principal residences of the Clifford family. It seems on sev^i- 
eral occasions to have fallen into decay, from the neglect of 
those to whom it was entrusted during some minority, and 
especially through the carlessness and rapacity of the Prior of 
Carlisle, to whom it was given as guardian of Sir Robert de 
Veteripont ; and if we are to trust the accounts given in 
various inquisitions, post mortem, it appears to have some* 
times been of little value, owing to the devastations and 
destruction caused by the Scots. 

I might mention some of those who at various times seem 
to have enjoyed the hospitality of Brougham Castle, viz., — 
Baliol, of whose visit Holingshed gives an account, but it will 
suffice if I allude to the visit of King James, in 1617, on his 
return from Scotland — " Our king," says quaint Arthur Wil- 
son, in his * History of King James,' ^^ dedicated his summer 
to the northern climate. It is now fourteen years' revolution 
since the beams of majesty appeared in Scotland. He began 
his journey with the spring, wanning the country as he went 
Vfiih the glories of the court, taking such recreations by the 
Way as might best beguile the dales and cut them shorter, but 
lengthen the nights, contrary to the seasons. For what with 

hawking, 
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hawking, bunting, and horse racing, the days quickly ran 
away ; and the nights with feasting, maskery, and dancing 
were the more extended ; and the king had iBt instruments for 
these sports about his person, as Sir Geo. Goring, Sir Edw. 
Zouch, Sir John Fiunes, and others that could fit and ob- 
temperate the king's humour. For he loved such represent* 
ations and disguises in tbeir maskeradoes, as were witty and 
sudden, the more ridiculous the more pleasigint" Whether the 
king hunted in the forest of Whinfell is not very certain, nor 
is it very clear how long he stayed at Brougham Castle. 
Nicholls, in his Progresses, makes him to have stayed only 
one night. Machel says he lodged here two nights together, 
in the same chamber where Margaret, Countess Dowager of 
Cumberland, on the 24th of May preceding put off this life; 
and where her husband, George Earl of Cumberland was 
bom; and if Bishop Nicholson is to be trusted, it would 
appear from his visitation book, that his majesty did not enjoy 
the pleasures of the chase in Whinfell — '^ I saw not the 
registries of Brougham and Clifton, (he writer, in 1703,) but 
the Rector at whose house they are kept, assures me that they 
are each above one hundred years old, and that the former 
contains a particular account of King James the first, enter- 
tainment, hunting, etc., at this castle, as he returned this way 
from Scotland." That he enjoyed a maskeradoe there is no 
doubt. Henry, Lord Clifibrd, (who, according to the account 
of the Countess of Pembroke, absolutely governed his father 
and the estate for twenty years,) knowing the king's partiality 
for masks and interludes, had one especially composed for his 
entertainment at Brougham Castle, of such a musical and 
poetic character as found favour at this time. The title to 
this mask is — "The ayres that were sung and played at 
Brougham Castle, Westmorland, for the king's entertainment, 
given by the Rt. Hon. the Earl of Cumberland, and his right 
noble son. Lord Cliflford, composed by Mr. Geo Mason, and 
Mr. John Easdon, London ; printed by Thos. Soodham, cum 
privilego, 1618." 

1. — This mask commences with a dialogue sung the first 
night, the king being at supper. 

2.— -Another dialogue, to be sung at the same time, with a 
chorus. Treble, counter-tenor, and base. 

3. — The king's good night, as follows : — 

Welcome! welcome I king of guests, 

With thy princely train ; 
With joyful triumph, and with feast, 

Be welcomed home again. 
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fVoliek and mirth, the floul of e&rth. 

Shall watch for thy delight ; 
KneeA shall bend from friend to friend. 

While full caps do thee ricrht. 
And so good king, good night. 

Welcome I welcome ! as the sua 

When the night is passed, 
With us the day is now begun, 

May it for ever last. 

Such a mom 

Did ne'er adorn 
The rises of the east, 

As the north 
Hath now brought forth. 
The northern man is best. 

And so, best king, good night. 

After the king's visit, the castle seems to h«ive gone yery 
much into decay, if we are to judge from the Countess of 
Pembroke, who describes how she repaired it. *^ After I had 
been there mjrself to direct the building of it, did I cause my 
old decayed castle of Broi^ham to be repaired, and also the 
to'vrer called the Roman tower, in the said old castle, and the 
court house, for keeping my courts in, with some dosen or 
fourteen rooms to be built in it, upon the old foundation." 
And, as was her custom, she causea the fact of these repairs 
to be inscribed upon . stone and set up in the castle. Her 
grandson Lord Thos. Tufton before whom, Machell says, 
nothing was able to stand, pulled down a great portion of the 
castle m 1691, and in 1714, the timber and lead was sold, and 
purchased by Mr. Markham and Mr* Anderton of Penrith ; 
much of the old wainscotting fell, into the hands of the neigh- 
bouring villagers and, it is said, several curious pieces of carved 
wood work may yet be found in some of the houses in the 
district. The ruins of this ancient castle did indeed find a 
protector in Mr. Barham, who, at considerable expense re- 
stored some of the decayed places, ^nd adopted judicious 
means for preventing its further ruin. But if tnat Roger who 
built the larger portion of the castle and left his mam upon 
it,—" Thys made Roger " — eould now revisit the place he 
might well look on the ruined qastle, and the chase at Whinfell 
and exclaim with Bolingbrdie, they have 

*< Disparked my parks and felled my forest woods, 
From my own wmdows tore mj household cDst, 
Razed out my impress." , 
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Art. YUL— Kendal Castle. By J. Whitwell, Esq., M.P.y 
of Kendal. 

Read at the Museum^ Kendalj August 29M, 1867. 

STANDING on a rounded hill, nearly in the eentrie of a 
valley, formed by three sister streams of almost equal 
magnitude, meeting^ and mingling their waters thenceforth, in 
first merry, then hurried, and finally placid journey to the 
ocean, Kendal Castle forms a conspicuous object to every 
traveller passing northward, or towards the Lakes. Although 
in a deplorable state of ruin, it is still prominent in the land- 
scape, and naturally invites the inquiry, when and by whom wa» 
it erected ? It is to be regretted that no chronicle records the 
period, or the name of its founder. The situation it occupies, 
would be selected bv any strategist seeking a poskion of defence 
in the valley. Nor can anyone 4oubt that the skill and 
necessities of the Roman officer who first commanded the camp 
at Water Crook would induce him to take possession of the 
Castle Hill, and as he had done at Helme End, so would be da 
here, erect earthworks, and establish a camp of observation. 
An intelligent observer will remrark on the north sides of the 
walls considerable embankments outlying the fortifications of 
the ancient castle, and which are in all probability the remains 
of RoDDtan wof ks of defence. 

Let us for a moment recur to this locality at the time when 
Roman troops occupied the camp at Water Crook (Con-'' 
cangium). When Low Burrow Bridge, twelve miles away, the 
fortress of Alaunoe was occupied by another portion of the legion 
at Wat^ Crook, and when at the camp at Ambleside (Uictis) 
a wing of a different legion was quartered. The road had 
then l^n made along the Lune by Crosby Ravensworth ta 
Brougham and Brougn, &c. ( Verterae and Brevacum). Another 
road passed over Hard Knot to the west coast ; and a short 
mountain road existed from Kendal over the High Street to 
Brougham and old Penrith. The north-west of England was 
alive in those days with the passing to and firo of Roman 
legions between positions on the furthermost boundar]^ of their 
empire in Scotland, and the south, and their establishments 
and dependants whose homes were situated in the cultivated but 
guarded stations in the rear wei^e continually on the move. 

The 
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The days of the occupation of Britain ended, the rumours 
of wars in the south and east of Europe found their tardy way 
to these quiet regions, for the east was then, as in the cam-» 
pai^ns of the crusaders, and subsequently in the days of 
Abercrombie, Moore, and our Crimean campaijrns, the battle 
field of the sons of the north. Roman officers ceased to 
recruit among the hardy natives of our present Yorkshire and 
Westmorland ; the Roman legions from Africa and Spain 
were withdrawn southward, and the perils of the boasted rulers 
of the world concentrated the outlying strength of the huge 
empire of east and west far away from these shores. Almost 
former rudeness of manners and of life recovered its sway, 
and unchecked and uncultivated nature buried under its growth 
the marks once so deeply impressed by Rome. How long 
things remained in this position, in this neighbourhood, we 
cannot discover; but Saxon conquest and Saxon mission 
work were felt in the north and west, and we know that for 
some time prior to the Norman conquest a church exbted 
where, as I believe, our church now stands. 

I doubt, however, whether the site of this castle was adopted 
by the Saxon dwellers here, on the borders of that wilderness 
into which the commissioners of the Norman conqueror dared 
not, or could not penetrate. It seems much more probable 
that situated on the banks of the Kent, and engaged in their 
industrial trades and pursuits, they protected themselves by 
fortifications on the east side of the town immediately behind 
them, with the river in their front, and that the works of defence 
under Castle Howe Hill, and the Castle Howe Hill itself were 
the castle — so to say — of the Saxon inhabitants of Kendal. 
How far the influence of this ancient town extended we know 
not, but that wonderful old book " The Domesday Survey" 
tells us that this valley was cultivated as far as the Stricklands 
and Paton, but no record goes further north. While the survey 
reaches Sedbergh on the east, and Bootle and Santon Kirk on 
the west, a line is drawn at those points, and leaving out the 
whole of our present lake district, and the rest of Cumberland 
and Westmorland, the survey indicates that this town must have 
been a place of defence on the extreme borders of the Saxon 
territory. 

Of course the people and the land were granted to a great 
Norman chieftain, whose possessions in the east of England 
were far more attractive, and required more of his attention 
than these in the north, and it may be questioned whether Ivo 
de Tailebois had ever a settled residence in these parts. It is 

probable 
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probable however that his immediate descendants became resi- 
dents, as the acts of ownership which they exercised would 
indicate, and they soon assumed the title of Barons of 
KendaL Another reason for supposing that Kendal was 
early made the residence of this spreat Norman funily is, that 
while holding large territory in the north of Lancashire, and 
while obtaining permission to assume the name of de Lan- 
caster, so early as the reign of Henry IL, four successive 
chieftains had previously borne, and tneir successors main- 
tained the title of Barons of Kendal. 

If it may be allowed to conjecture, it is not unreasonable to 
suppose that a clever and powerful military commander like Ivo 
de Tailebois would, finding a Saxon town on the banks of the 
Kent, resolve to utilize its industry and protect the open valley, 
whose centre it occupied. The strong tower on the north-west 
of the present Castle, if not erected at that period, must have 
been built not many years subsequently, and would form the be- 
ginning of the Castle, afterwards enlarged by successive barons.* 

It may be reasonably supposed that a baron Uke William 
de Tailebois, the fourth in succession, took a great interest in 
the neighbourhood, and resided here, for we find him disputing 
with the monks of Furness Abbey as to the boundary line of 
their respective forest rights, in which he evidently felt deeply 
interested, and was probably as keen and venturesome a 
sportsman as any landed gentleman of the present day. And, 
indeed, he managed matters so well in this respect, that 
in the settlement between the baron and the abbot, upon 
reference to thirty sworn men, William de Lancaster re^ 
tained the hunting and hawking over the Church lands as 
well as his own, and maintained the right as protector of fish- 
eries, specially to supply the boatmen on Thurston Water and 
Windermere. He surrendered to the clever churchmen the 
seigniority over all the lands in dispute, agreeing to hold his 
own portion of the lands of the abbot by the payment of twenty 
shillings per annum. The one got the game and the sport, 
the other got a gentle hold over all the estates. 

It may he fairly concluded that a baron so intent on his 
amusements in the neighbourhood^ had a residence here, and, 
if so, we date it back to the year 1162, for one of the jury 
who settled this dispute was Robert, Earl of Leycester, who 
was Lord Chief Justice in the eighth year of Henry II. 

* A recent Tisit to the towers of Peyensej and elsewhere, on the Sussex coast, 
4)iiilt soon after the Norman inrasion, confirm my opinion that the north-west 
iower of Kendal Castle was erected rery early in the Norman occupation. 

K The 
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The next William was steward of King Henry II, and in 
all probability he was more engaged near his master, for we 
find fewer of his acts connected with this county recorded, than 
of his predecessors. 

But now one of those events occurred, which are so common in 
the early history of the great Norman families. The estates of 
the first Ivo passed from his family into another, through the 
want of male successors. The second William de Lancaster 
had an only daughter, Helwise. Like all other heiresses in 
that unsettled time, she would be made a ward of the Crown, 
and there was good cause why she should be so, for her father 
imbued with the spirit — shall we call it chivalry or ferocity ? — 
of the times, gave thirty marks to the king for permission to 
fight a duel with Gospatrick, the son of Orme, and thereby 
raised up many enemies. 

Whether with or against her own consent cannot now be 
known, Helwise was married to Gilbert, son of Roger Fritz 
Reinfred. Now, as this Roger, son of Reinfred, was a great 
favourite of King Richard the First, and was a judge of the 
King's Bench, it is not surprising that he was able to secure 
for his son Gilbert the hand of this great heiress, and as if to 
show his special sanction to the marriage, and at the same time 
secure to the bridegreom, by special grant, the property that he 
obtained by his wife, Richard gave to Gilbert the whole forest 
of Westmorland, and of Kendal, and of Furness, to hold for 
ever, as freely as William de Lancaster had held the same. 
Now, it is clear that Gilbert intended like his wife's grand- 
father, to be a resident sportsman in Westmorland, of the true 
Norman species, for he secured by the king's grant, that all 
that had been waste in the woods of Westmorland and Kendal, 
should be waste still except by special licence and consent of 
the Baron. Perhaps no deed could more thoroughly show us 
the full extent of baronial authority than does this deed of 
grant — no tax, no right of punishment, no extent of power that 
can be expressed in words, is withheld from this grant of the 
king to his baron ; no wonder that in the next reign, men 
invested with such power used it against the king, but more 
wonderful that they used it in favour of the people, of others, as 
well as of themselves. Two or three little incidents may be 
mentioned in connection with Gilbert, showing that he was a 
man of great intelligence, was probably assisted by the wisdom 
of his father, the judtje, and they especially show the^ pro- 
gress of civilization in that age. 

We remember that his father-in-law paid a fine to fight a 
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duel with Gospatrick, the son of Orme ; now, either as idem- 
nity or apology, it is interesting to find that Gilbert gives 
to Thomas, the son of Gospatrick, lands in Holme, Preston, 
and Hutton, and this grant is confirmed b^ his son William, 
the next baron. To the former grant is attached the name 
of the judge of the King's Bench as a witness, so I am in- 
clined to think that the grant was a prudent compensation to 
the son of the slain Gospatrick, recommended by Gilbert's 
father-in-law. 

But my hearers may naturally conceive that our reverend 
friends the monks of Furness would view with dismay the 
king's grant to Gilbert of the whole of Furness, overriding 
all their privileges and the arrangement about their forestry 
which we have described. The grant had therefore scarcely 
been issued before the Abbot and Convent of Furness appear 
by their cellarer (a most important officer, indeed the second 
father in the convent was entrusted with this duty,) and 
by their solicitor, William de Loysdale, and pleaded for the 
preservation of their ancient boundary. Gilbert and Helwise 
his wife — for as the daughter of the Norman baron and the 
heiress, she is associated with her husband in these pleadings 
— obtained from the monks of Furness in the settlement of 
this dispute, the whole of the town of Ulverstone, but they 
consented to the restitution of the old boundaries of Wrynose 
to the Leven water, and yielded back to the Abbey, buck, 
doe, and falcon, in the church lands, for the table and sport of 
the reverend monks. 

Now, here comes a fact relative to this arrangement, which 
must interest us all. Gilbert and his wife seem to have had 
great pleasure in encouraging the prosperity of communities, 
and they made arrangements with Ulverstone with the intent 
of benefitting the inhabitants of that town. Kendal had been 
an object of great interest to Gilbert and his wife ; they had 
observed the industry of its inhabitants ; they had granted 
them privileges ; they had appointed Matthew de Redman, 
then the owner of Levens, to be Seneschal of. Kendal. Gil- 
bert had obtained from the king the grant of a weekly market 
for Kendal on Saturdays. And now having obtained pos- 
session of Ulverstone, he resolved to make the inhabitants free, 
free to work for themselves and free to hold property. They 
had been merely villains of the Abbots of Furness. He now 
made them free burgesses of the ville, granted them the 
right to take housesteads, to buy and sell land, only reserving 
to himself a lord's rent. These liberated men, who had been 
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liable to forfeit the tongue for speaking against their lord, had 
now the offence commuted to a fine of fourpence, and all 
other customs were to be like those of other free boroughs in 
the neighbourhood. 

Notwithstanding all this generosity it is amusing to see the 
spirit of the old baron creeping out, not in the reservation of 
his bakehouse, his dyeing-house, his fulling-mill, and his corn- 
mill, all which had to be managed by the lord for the benefit 
of the community, as well as his own profit, and he limits the 

Eayments for their use to the usual payments made by others ; 
ut in the little clause of authority tnat the newly enfranchised 
burghers should sell ale dearer by one penny, each sextar, than 
is done at Appleby, and by one penny cheaper to me than to 
their neighbours. 

That Kendal, as well as Ulverstone, had great privileges 
under this baron cannot be doubted, for when Roger de 
Lancaster, then hunting at Witherslack, in the year 1285, 
grants new security and privileges to the burgesses of Ulver- 
stone, he sums up that they are not to be called upon for any 
additional services than those which the burgesses of Kendal 
perform. 

Our liberal baron Gilbert, as might be concluded, adhered 
to the party of the rebellious barons in King John's reign, 
and in the seventeenth year of that king had to pay a fine of 
12,000 marks, by which his son William, and Ralph D'Ain- 
court, the then possessor of Sizergh, and nearly allied to the 
Stricklands, were liberated from captivity. Nevertheless, on 
rumours of fresh dissatisfaction among tne barons, the king 
called on this powerful baron to give hostages for his fidelity, 
and we find these hostages selected from the families in the 
immediate neighbourhood, proving, without doubt, .that the 
power of the baron lay around Kendal, that all his adherents 
were faithful, and that the castle of Kendal was then not only 
his residence but his strongest fortress, for in addition to the 
sons and daughters, being heirs, of Redman, Roger de Kirkby, 
Denzil Burton, Strickland, Yealand, Beetham and Coupland, 
be gave into the custody of the king, the castle of Kirkby in 
Kendal. Had the castle of Lancaster, or any other castle 
been stronger, or his residence, such would have been sur- 
rendered. It may, therefore, be concluded without doubt, 
that Kendal was the baronial mansion and fortress of the 
baron of Kendal, whose demesne, including Lancashire, ex- 
tended at this time over the whole or nearly the whole of 
Westmorland. 

The 
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The next successor was the third William, and he having 
obtained fiiU possession of all his father's land, kept residence 
in his iather's castle, from which he made a grant to the monks 
of Fumess. It is dated at Kendal, November 6, 1240, and 
is witnessed by his wife Ae^nes, and amongst others, Row- 
land, his seneschal of Kendal, and by ^* my high constable of 
Kirkby ;" but I am not sure whether the Kirlu>y named here 
is of Kendal or Ireleth. 

One remark more and we have done with the Lancasters, 
for this William was the last of the line. Agnes his wife was 
the sister of Peter le Brus, who had married Helwise of 1-an- 
caster, William's eldest sister. The second sister, Alice, 
married William de Lvndsay. This great estate became thus 
divided into fees well known in Westmorland, the Marquis or 
Lumlev fee, the property of Helwise de Brus, and the Rich- 
mend fee, the property of Alice de Lyndsay. Peter de Brus 
was succeeded by a daughter, who married a De Roos, and 
during this time for nearly a hundred years the Castle was 
little mhabited. A female descendant of the De Roos married 
William del Parr, Knight, who died in the year 1405, of whom 
nothing seems known. 

It is a most remarkable circumstance that a fatality seems 
to have accompanied the Richmond division of the estate, it 
having reverted over and over again to the Crown from failure 
of a male heir, and a similar condition has too often attached 
to the proprietorship of the Marquis and Lumley fees. The 
Castle, however, remained in the respectable but not opu- 
lent family of the Parrs from the close of the fourteenth 
century to the year 1562, or nearly one hundred-and-eighty 
years. 

During the most of this time no one of any ability seems 
to have represented the family, and the building was probably 
only kept up as a simple gentleman's occasional residence. At 
least, no one is before the public until Sir Thomas Parr 
married Maud the mother of Queen Catherine, whose corres- 
pondence is that of a tactician of eminent ability, when she 
recommends her daughter ^^ from the good stock she has come 
of," as especially suited to marry Lord Scrope's son. The 
skill of the mamma must have descended to the daughter when 
she achieved a king for her consort, and a king whom she con- 
trived to survive. 

After the ascent of Katherine Parr to the throne all the 
funds necessary for the support of the family were needed in 
London, and the small property, which could only afford 
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Katherlne a fortune of £650, was diverted from the main* 
tenance of the castle at Kendal for the ambitious devices of 
Dame Maud Parr. The family gained nothing by their 
elevation, the last son of the house was attainted, his property 
escheated to the crown, and even then the castle was become 
a ruin. We need not further describe its history as it re- 
mained in the crown, and was granted from time to time either 
to the heir to the crown, or to unknown favourites until the 
year 1723, when Sir James Anderton sold it to a William 
Higgins, and it was sold and resold till it came to the present 
possessor. 

To those who are familiar with the castle there is not much 
difficulty in understanding its construction. It will be seen 
that the fosse on the west side has more space than that on 
the east side, and that a wall enclosing a building such as 
the round tower, with adjacent erections, would naturally 
stand on the most convenient site for defence, and facility of 
erection. 

This, I presume, to have been the main building at first, as 
the castle was extended it will be seen that the eastern wall 
and ditch have been made on a very steep slope of the hill, or, 
as I believe, probably filled up space. 

The tower to the south-west corner has been strong and 
ancient ; that to the south-east corner less ancient but equally 
strong. The strength of the walls is very great, and the 
stones cemented in the usually rude manner of the early 
Norman period. 

The survey of the castle in 1572 gives us but little clue to the 
description of the castle at that time, indeed, those surveys 
were often made for such special purposes that they are not 
alwavs to be relied upon. 

The outline of the wall has conformed to the shape of the 
ground, and is not retangular as fortifications generally are, 
but the strength of the situation prevented the necessity of 
elaborate details of angle and counterscarp. 

Whitaker singularly says that he observes no water. Now, 
it is a remarkable circumstance that on this rounded elevation, 
rising from all sides, there is an almost constant supply of 
water in the western ditch, and doubtless if the source was 
investigated there would be found an ample spring for the wants 
of a large household and garrison. 

There is extensive decayed building underneath the earth 
inside the yard, but the decay of stone and lime and the good 
shelter the wall3 have provided for cattle has caused the soil 
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thickly to overspread these reraaias, although their excavations 
would add some informatioa as to the arrangement of the 
internal buildings. 

The tower on the south-west would be specially devoted to 
the use of the outdoor servants and to the stables of the lord 
— the tower on the south-east has been probably used for 
the armed retainers and tenants. The tower on the north- 
east, loftily overlooking the other buildings and the demesnes 
of the baron as far as the eye can reach, down to where the 
sea breaks over the sandy bay, and westward away to the 
Wrynose Pass, where the wolf and the boar found a home in 
the forests of Langdale and Tilberthwaite, was dedicated to 
the family of the lord. 

The vaulted chamber, with its large fireplace, but im- 
perfectly lighted, the area raised above it, in which were the 
large hall, and the lord's room, and the upper rooms, floor 
upon floor to a lofty height in the tower, would be all needed 
to provide accommodation for the fiEunily, and visitors. 

It is very probable that during the long possession of the 
castle by the Parrs, a considerable portion of the building once 
occupied by the Barons of Kendal was removed, and alterations 
made, which prevent our clearly seeing the remains of the old 
Norman arrangements. 

There is enough however, to show that the castle was one of 
importance — its proportions are good, its arrangement excellent, 
when the site and the object of its erection are jointly con- 
sidered, — and it presents as other buildings of the era and kind 
must ever present, the illustration of changing times and man- 
ners. The powerful family seated in their greatness, looked 
down on the busy workers below, expecting, probably, that their 
seat would abide for ever, and although the lord's soke mill and 
his dye-house, his bakery, and his fulling-mill are strangely 
changed, and the wool that was dyed and spun, no longer clothes 
the Kendal bowman, or the seneschall of Kendal in green and 
gold; nor yet are the people exclusively fed from the lord's mill 
or of the lord's acres of wheat, yet is industry and work busy 
at the loom, the wheel, and the frame, and we hope not use- 
lessly so for the world around, while the lord's halls stand 
empty and forsaken, and the Norman name is only remembered 
by the archaeologist or the student. 

This fact strengthens the earnest wish that the owner of this 
property, though but a fragment of the demesnes of old, would 
either himself protect the crumbling ruins, or hand them over 
for care to this or some other local body. The duty and 
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pleasure of preserving these venerable and historical remains 
for the study and |rratification of the future inhabitants of the 
town, and as an object of interest to every student of English 
antiquity, would be cheerfully accepted and faithfully executed 
by many of the inhabitants of Kendal. 
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Art. IX. — Notes on the State of Religion in the Border 
Country. By 

Read at Cochermouth^ by Mr.Whitwell, M.P.y Oct. 10, 1867. 

THE writer commenced hj observing that we could not 
compare the manners and customs ot the south and middle 
of England with those of the Border country at the beginning 
of this century without perceiving a remarkable difference 
between them. The feasts observed in the South, at every 
period, had ,a decidedly Christian origin, and in the mode of 
their observance the nature of their origin was not forgotten. 
On the other hand, though the origin of some of the feasts in 
the Border country might be traced to a Christian source, 
the mode of their observance strongly partook of a pagan 
character. If, therefore, we confine our attention to these 
feasts we should have some reason for saying that in the 
Border country heathenism had more influence than in other 
parts of England. In the matter of &iries and brownies the 
superstitions in the Border country were also more developed 
and lasted longer than in any other parts of England, and the 
belief in spells and enchantments was common. These cir- 
cumstances would lead us to conclude that in the middle ages 
religion, as it was then taught, did not exercise a great 
influence on the Border. And this opinion was strengthened 
by the fact that though monasteries were founded on each 
side of the Border as some protection against the desolations 
of war, the English did not scruple to ravage the Scotch 
monasteries during an invasion, and the Scotcn treated with 
corresponding violence the English foundations. This insen- 
sibility to the influence of religion in the Border country 
during the Middle Ages cropped out very remarkably when 
the <&strict was regarded from another point of view. In 
looking at the history of the English Reformation, we 
found that those countries received the Protestant religion 
most readily which were the most civilized and had most 
frequent intercourse with the continent. As we travelled 
northwards we found the people more ignorant and more 
wedded to the superstitions in which they had been brought 
up. The Reformation spread very slowiy among them, and 
in some cases the ancient fiedth made a successful stand against 
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it, and maintained its position noth withstanding the sererest 
assaults. In Lancashire to this day Romanism flourishes ; 
not only do many families amongst the ancient gentry profess 
it, but it is the religion of a considerable number of yeomanry 
and farmers. The distance between Lancashire and the 
Border is not great, and we should naturally expect that 
whatever cause prevented the spread of the reformed religion in 
Lancashire would prevail with still greater force on the Border, 
and retain even a majority of the inhabitants in the profession 
of the ancient fiuth. Whatever our expectations might have 
been, the fact is otherwise, and the ancient fsdth has entirely 
disappeared from the Border country. At the time of the 
Reformation, the Border was most probably the most ignorant 
and barbarous district in England, but tnis circumstance did 
not retain it in the religion of Rome, or prevent it from joining 
the ranks of the Protestants; and this readiness to become 
Protestants certainly did not spring from a superabundance of 
reli^ous zeal. Though the borderers did not regard the 
ancient church with veneration or affection, they had many 
superstitious fears and observances^ and the penances they had 
to pay for their misdeeds were a heavy tax upon them. It 
was, the writer believed, to get rid of this yoke that they 
embraced the Protestant religion. They listened with appro- 
bation to its preachers, while they declaimed on the luxury of 
the monks and their heavy demands upon the fears of their 
followers, but their progress in the reformed fedth stopped 
there ; and, after throwing off the yoke of Rome, they would 
not subject themselves to the laws which the reformed 
religion enforced. They remained in a state of indifference, 
and, though they refused to be guided by the monks or attend 
to the external observances of the Romish church, they wotQd 
not lead the life of purity and self-denial which Christianity 
requires. The inhabitants of the Scottish side of the border 
were rescued from this state of heathenism by the strenuous 
exertions of Cameron and his followers ; but on the English 
side no such preacher appeared, and their indifference remained 
to a comparatively recent period. The writer concluded by 
stating that the theory in this paper might be mistaken and 
erroneous, but it could not be refuted without careful 
investigation. 

The discussion on the paper was commenced by Rev. J. 
Simpson, of Kirkby Stephen, who said they were much 
indebted to the author of the paper for directing their 
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a^ttention to an interesting^ subject, but he could not agree to 
either his facts or his inferences. In contrasting the old customs 
of the border counties with those in the south, he thought he had 
been peculiarly unfortunate in his selection ; for there was not 
one of those mentioned peculiar to the border, nor were they 
more heathenish in their origin than others in the south. He 
supposed he referred to Hsdlowe'en more especially, but that 
was observed equally in the south and the north. Hogmanay, 
or Hagmena, was certainly commoner throughout the neater 
part of Scotland, as well as on the continent ; and though 
there were grounds for believing that it derived its origin from 
the Druids going to cut the mistletoe, he thought there was 
just as much for thinking it a corruption of three French 
words homme est ne, run into one, — meaning the man is bom. 
As to Christmas carols and waits, there was no doubt a 
difference, in that one was singing, the other generally playing 
on an instrument; but the waits were not confined to the 
north or to the borders, they were in Westminster, and though 
not necessarily confined to the season of Christmas, he thought 
he had seen Christmas carols and waits used as convertible 
terms. Mid-lent Sunday was not perhaps observed on that 

1>articular day in the way specified, but the change from mid- 
ent Sunday to Palm Sunday or Easter Sunday was probably 
owing to the fact that the Holy Communion was then admin- 
istered in the churches and not on mid-lent Sunday. He need 
not tell them that the mothering Sunday was so called from 
the old custom of attending the mother church on that day, 
and making an offering ; and might also owe its name to the 
occurence in the service of an allusion to Jerusalem as the 
mother of us all. The same custom was observed until very 
lately in these counties on Palm Sunday or Easter Sunday. 
Wakes were not more Christian in their origin, probably, than 
other customs. In heathen times it was usual to hold festivals 
in* honour of the gods, and the early teachers of Christianity 
were not slow to change the festival to the honour of the saint 
to which the church was dedicated. He did not hold with the 
derivation of the word he had seen, that it meant to get drunk, 
though he thought there was a good deal of that at wakes. 
He thought the word had reference to the watching or vigils 
during t£e night preceding the Saturday, upon which the 
foundation of the church was laid, and it has been suggested 
that this accounts for the fact that many churches do not stand 
due east or west, but to that point in the horizon where the 
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sun would first appear on the morning of the Saint's day to 
whom the ehurcn was dedicated. Be this as it may, and 
whatever their origin, wakes under other names, such as rush- 
bearings, revellings, hoppings, were held in these counties as 
well as in the south. As to the writer's argument about the 
people readily recovering the Protestant religion, and easily 
abandoning tne old faith, he (Mr. Simpson) doubted the fact. 
Some old writer, Fuller, he thought, did say that the people 
of this county, were muzzled with ignorance and superstition, 
and gave this as one reason why there were no martyrs in 
Cumberland. A Cumberland woman, a native of Greystoke, 
was burnt at Snekfield, Ann Askew, he thought her name 
was, but they heard of no persecution for conscience sake in 
Cumberland. This, however, was owing much more to 
another reason that Bishop Oglethorpe, who was mild and 
courteous, took care not to see any departure from the pre- 
scribed forms and doctrines, even if at that time there was 
much inclination amongst the people to forsake the old faith. 
Then there is another fact leading in this direction. When 
Oglethorpe died the bishopric was offered to Bernard Gilpin, 
and though other reasons are given for his refusal of the See, 
he thought the best was the annoyance and trouble he was 
likely to experience from those still attached to the Romish 
faith, and he thought, though*he would not venture to assert it 
from memory, that there were many families who continued to 
hold the old faith in Cumberland as well as Lancashire^' the 
Dacres, the Salkelds, the Howards, and others, and there was 
the Pilgrimage of Grace, and other instances of faith. With 
respect to the source of information, he thought part would 
be got from parish registers, but there were the wills, the manor 
books, and other sources, from which such information mi^ht 
be had. That religion was at a low ebb after the Reformation 
there was no doubt, but other causes might be adduced. 

The Chairman (The Hon. Percy Wyndham, M.P.) was 
of opinion that the premises would lead them to larger con- 
clusions than the facts would warrant. Mo doubt it was very 
difficult to get at the superstitions of the country people, but 
he believed that as much faith existed in the old superstition 
of witchcraft in the south as in the north. 

The Rev. J. Simpson said the paper opened out a very 
wide view of an important subject, and one which he hoped 
would not be allowed to drop. They really had very little 
information as to the religion of the people, and he tnought 
they should extend their inquiries further m that direction. 

The 
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The Chairman said that the monastic influence was just as 
strong in the south as in the north of England. He agreed 
with the writer as to the amount of old heathenish customs to 
be found in the north, but he did not think that they abounded 
more here than they did in the south of England. If you 
question people on such a subject they think perhaps you are 
laughing at them, and they wont tell you anything. But 
that they exist here more than they do in the south is another 
question. He thought the writer had failed to prove that. 

The Rev. J. Simpson said it was quite impossible to go 
into the whole question, but there could be no doubt that 
Christianity had more influence here during the old Saxon 
period than it had in other parts of he country. He might 
mention that when the monasteries were suppressed there was 
a very strong feeling on the subject in certain parts of England, 
but it extended most to Cumberland and Westmorland. In 
fact so strong was it that Henry VIII. issued a proclamation, 
in which he requested the men of Cumberland and Westmor- 
land not to rise. He thought that all things considered — so 
far as he had an opportunity of studying the history of the 
time — ^that the monasteries of this county seemed to have had 
a very beneficial influence upon the people, more so than in 
other parts, simply because they were kept poorer, and con- 
sequently they were more in sympathy with the people. He 
could not accept the doctrine that Cumberland people turned 
from one religion to another simply because they were too 
barbarous to know anything about it. He thought, tracing 
the history of the whole thing, it was clear that after the Re- 
formation, Cumberland was very much desolated, its people 
became poor, and the clergy almost ceased from the land. 
Those who were left did not wear black cloth, but went about 
armed with sword and buckler. There were none left to 
instruct the people, and thus it went on till the union of the 
two countries. Of course religion had got to a low ebb, and 
then came teachers to inculcate the new faith. 

NoU hy the Editor, Mr. Bnckle, in his great work, noies the fact that there 
are few Boman Catholics in Cnmberland and Westmorland, while the adjacent 
counties of Lancashire and Northumberland long continued Jacobite and 
Catholic. In Bum and Nicholson, Vol. I. pp. 165 to 170, we learn that of the 
Deputy Lieutenants for Cumberland and Westmorland in 16S7, only EVanoit 
Howard, Thomas Brathwalte, William Fletcher, and John Skelton were 

''papists**: that Thomas Warwick, Henry Dacre, John Aglionby, Orfeur 

and Thomas Dalston were **€tUBmad Protestants/' and that Christopher 
Fhillipson, Edward Wilson, Thos. Fletcher, John I^amplugh, Richard Lamplugh, 
and Richard Patrickson sided politically more or less with them. In 1687 the 
Howards were quite new comers Into Cumberland^ and of the rest, the 
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Art. X. — Supposed Roman Stations at Linstock and 
Stanwix. By the Rev. Mr. MaughaD, of Bewcastle. 

Read at Cockermouthj October lOchy 1867. 

THE writer stated that he proposed to make a few obser* 
rations od the sites of the 17 th and 18 th Stations, per 
lineam valb\ as they were found laid down in the Notitia List, 
and named Oabrostntum and Tunscellum. Gabrosentum 
may be thus derived : Gabr^ for Cadr^ or Cadir^ is the old 
British word for ^^ a fortress," and o«, oz, ouse^ for ewes^ is 
also the old word for <^ a river." En^ is probably the old 
Celtic proposition for ^^on."' Cadr-^s^n would therefore 
signify "the fortress on the river." Cadrosen might by 
local parlance be easily corrupted into Gadrosen. The final 
syllable is merely a Roman affix. The word Linstock, is a 
word of precisely similar import to Gabrosentum, for in the 
old British language, Lynn, signified " a pool," or " a river," 
and stock, (old Norse stocker) meant " a place protected by 
a stockade," and hence " a camp," or " fortress." Linstock 
was therefore merely " the fortress on the water/' On the 
opposite side of the river Eden, is a tract of land called 
Ambroseholm. In the Watches of the West Marches, this is 
called Averysholmes ', Avery and Abery are synonymous 
terms, for we often find the letter V used for B, and Abery is 
an easy corruption of Gabro. Here, then, we may possibly 
have a trace of the word Gabrosentum. Thus etymology not 
only harmonises with the natural features of Linstock, but in 

Wilsons and Braithwaites are perhaps the only families that exist locally in the 
direct male line. On the other hand. Sir John Lowther, Sir Richard MnsgraTO, 
Sir John Ballantine, Edward Stanley, William Fleming, John Senbouse, Miles 
Pennington, Christopher Dalston, Anthony Hutton. Edward Hnsgrave, Henry 
Brougham, Thomas jDenton, Christopher Richmond, and Edward Hassel were 
Protestants, and few of their families hare died out. The fact is, many of the 
old local Catholic families, such as the Dacres, Salkelds, Lamplushs, and Philipsont 
died out, and were suoeeded (1000-1700) by new comers, sucn as the Howards, 
Lawsons, Hassells, &c., all with one great exception Protestants. 

Many Cumberland families, at present of counts standing, are descended from 
successful WhitehaTen merchants, men who would spring more easily from the 
Protestant side, in days when to be a papist, was to be under heavy disabilities, 
and thus burdened in the race. The wealth and commerce enjoyed by White- 
haTen, long ere Lirerpool or Glasgow were, may account for its sowing over 
Cumberland a protestant leaTen, which Liverpool could not then (nor can 
now with its Irish population) do for Lancashire. 

In Ferguson's « Cumberland and Westmorland M. P.s,," p.p. 32 and 32 wiU be 
found proof that in 1666 and 1667| the local magistracy were Tery strongly 
anti-papist. 
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the formation of these names we find a remarkable similarity 
of expression. Camden is our best and oldest authority for 
supposing Linstock to have been a Roman station, and we 
may presume that Camden saw enough in bis day to convince 
him that it must have been the site of an imperial city. Al- 
though the present condition of Linstock is one of dilapidation, 
and even this is deteriorated by an encumberance, of farm 
buildings and hedges, so that it is difficult to make out its 
original character ; yet Linstock has merits in every respect 
comparable with the claims of many other recognised Roman 
stations. Linstock Castle is now only one of tne ruins of the 
past, but it takes its place amongst those fine old historic piles 
which are so highly prized as the heritage of everv Briton. 
The sole remnant of former grandeur is a thoroughly well- 
preserved lower room, probably of pre-Norman age, and its 
thick walls appear still strong enough to defy decay for many 
an age to come. Henry the First gave it to Walter, his ex- 
chaplain, and, for about two hundred years from the foundation 
of the episcopal see, it was - the principal residence of the 
Bishop of Carlisle. The station at Stanwix is situated on the 
southern slope, and almost close to the western extremity of a 
bold promonotory terminating at the river Edex^ — ThAnscellumy 
or Stanwix, appears to have had a floating population in the 
time of the Notitia, being garrisoned by a Tribune of the first 
marine cohort, styled Alia. Stanwix at present would not seem 
an apppropiate position for a body of marines, but it must be 
remembered that in the Roman period circumstances would be 
very different. The se^ has unquestionably lost ground since 
that time, as is evident from a slight inspection of the shore 
and its marches, and the tide may have regularly flowed up as 
far as Stanwix, as it has occasionly done in later times. On 
this account a small naval garrison might be located there, to 
guard the gap in the wall, caused by the passage of the river, 
and to act in concert with the garrison previously quartered in 
Carlisle, the ancient Luguvallum of Agricola. 
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Art. XL — The recently discovered remains at Nether Denton 
Parsonage By the Rev. T. T. Shipman, of that place. 

Read on Nether Denton Parsonage Laum^ June 23rd; 1868. 

IN di^ffing the foundations of the new f^arsonage, Mr. Shipman 
said they discovered nothing more than portions of walls 
formed of cobble stones laid in clay, and from the arrangement 
of these walls, he surmised they had been the foundations of a 
wall of superior masonry, or J;he inner works of the encamp- 
ment. At the west and north of the house they found other 
walls, which also had evidently formed part of the camp. They 
discovered no articles of Roman use at the top of the hill ; but 
in forming the drive up to the house they found several in- 
teresting articles. The soil was of remarkable depth, in some 
places more than eight feet ; and indeed some of the articles 
found were lying at that depth. In the ground where the 
kitchen garden now was, the soil was not nearly so deep, 
and here they found most of the coins, and much of the pottery. 
This ground gave every indication of being thickly in- 
habited ; a foot and a half only below the surface soil, they came 
upon what at times was a perfect slabbed and cobbled flooring; 
beneath the stones very generally was a seam of coarseish 
gravel, of about one foot in thickness ; and in several parts of 
tnis flooring he observed evident traces of fire-places, the 
stones in several parts being very black, and underneath one 
of these floors, they discovered in the gravel, about 22 copper 
coins, all within the space of a square yard. From the ab- 
scence of any pottery, and from the slight depth of soil on the 
surface on the top of the hill, his idea was that it had simply been 
a fortified watch tower, and that the inhabitantsof the station had 
resided down below, where it would be sheltered and of more 
extensive area. Thev had discovered glass and pottery and 
other articles in two fields, lying south and west of the camp, 
and in considerable quantities, snowing that it had been a post 
of some importance ; and Mr. Parker, of Brampton, a well- 
known local antiquarian, inferred from the large quantity of 
broken vessels that it had been a place where bodies were 
burned previous to interment, it being the custom of relatives 
to cast upon the burning pile, the vessek used by the deceased 
in their lifetime, on the supposition that they might be needed 
in the world to which they had gone* 



Digitized by 



Google 



Recently discovered remains at Nether Denton. 89 

We have still the question before us — What has been the 
object of this camp ? You will be aware that the quarries 
of the Coombe Craig, worked by the Romans, are in sight of 
this hill. Dr. Bruce naturally asks the question — While this 
quarry was being wrought for the building or repair of the 
wall, can this hill have been used as a point of observation ? 
This may very possibly have been. Mr. Parker observes 
upon the Maiden Way which crosses the Roman road from 
Carlisle, and runs up the brow of the opposite hill — *^ Our 
^^camp may have had some office to fulfil with respect to that." 
But there is another point to which I#would call your notice. 
I observe that this is the onl^ hill in the neighbourhood 
(certainly the only one offering such an advantageous position 
in every way) from which the stations of Amboglanna and 
Walton House can be seen — Lanercost being of course, in the 
line of vision. May not our camp have been a kind of con- 
necting link between these important posts, and a place from 
whence signals may have been passed from the one to the 
other ? I should think it most improbable that such a distance 
would intervene without some such connecting post as this 
between Amboglanna and Walton House (Petriana) a distance 
of about seven miles. At all events it has evidently been 
a camp of some considerable importance, judging from the 
superior quality of the pottery and the articles of ornament found. 
Perhaps 1 might conclude my few imperfect observations by 
calling your attention to some of these. Of the coins there 
are sixteen Denarii — one, a Trajan, having a female figure 
seated and pouring a libation ; some are of silver, others of a 
composition of lead and other metals, I think. There are 
amongst them three or four of Trajan, two of Domitian, one of 
Vespasian, one of Galba, one (I think) of Mark Antony, at 
any rate one of the Triumvirs — there are three what are 
called family coins, one of Petitius Capitolinus, and one I 
would call attention to, a coin I have not been able to discover 
in the books of numismatics to which I have referred — It has 
the head of Medusa, and on the reverse apparently a winged 
figure. I would also call to your notice to what I think is a 
coin of the British king Cunobelin, the Cymbeline of Shake- 
speare. The head is very plain, and the bull on the reverse 
equally so— the metal I cannot explain. We also found 
amongst these coins what I take to be a penny or groat of one 
of our Edwards ; of the copper or brass coins there are, in- 
cluding perfect and imperfect, seventy-three. Some you will 
see are in a very decayed condition, and have no trace on them 
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of what they have been ; those in good condition are mostly coins 
of Trajan, Vespasian, Domitian, Nerva, and Nero. Some of 
the reverses you will find very good — one of Nerva's especially, 
having two mailed hands clasped, and probably the Latin word 
^< Concordia." Of these coins one has been explained as of 
Julius Csesar, but I confess to great incredulity as to this^ Of 
the other articles in bronze, the most noteworthy is what has 
apparently been a lid of a box, having on its top the head of 
Medusa — the workmanship is excellent — I have had it photo- 
graphed. The other articles comprise portions of seven fibulae, 
one rather elaborately worked and washed with silver; the 
bronze socket of a lamp, with the wick and portions of 
congealed oil still remaining in it ; three bronze rings ; the 
ornament off the front of ue scabbard of a sword ; and the 
bronze handle of a jug or similar vessel. There are eleven 
perfect beads, and portions of five others. The pottery 
comprises the usual Samian ware : there are no perfect bowls, 
but some tolerable specimens of several ; one or two of the 
drinking cups are nearly whole* The devices on the specimens 
of bowls are the usual ones of hunting scenes, and warriors, and 
birds. Of the black ware, I may call your attention to two 
specimens as having some curious features — the one, a cooking 
vessel, standing on three legs ; a friend of mine, who has lived 
a ^eat deal in India, and who saw it the other day, tells me 
it is the very fac-simile of the vessel which the Hindoos use at 
this day as charcoal burners ; the other is a portion of an urn, 
with a rude male or female face upon it. As is usual in 
Roman stations lead was found in considerable quantities. I 
would call your attention as a peculiarity to the leaden dish— 
what its use has been I cannot say, except that it may have 
been as a lamp. Glass was also found in great quantities, 
but we have nothing whole nor of any peculiarity. Of the 
coarser ware, there are many specimens of the amphora and 
the mortaria. On the handles of one or two of the former 
you have the name of the potter very distinct. We have 
portions of the usual millstone, brought from Andernach-on- 
the-Uhine. Dr. Bruce tells me that he has visited the very 
quarry from which the stones come, and that there is no 
mistake about them. There is a stone with a face carved 
upon it to which I would ask your attention. Can it have been 
the burial-slab of a child ? There is also another stone with 
some tracery upon it, very similar to what is found on Roman 
altars. We have been most anxiously expecting to find an 
inscribed stone which would give us some idea as to the 
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legion stationed here, or tbrow some light upon the camp, but 
hitherto nothing of the kind has come to light. Lastly, there 
are several speamens in iron, anongst which are tools, an iron 
lamp, a pair of what Dr. Bruce thinks may be fetters, and 
other articles which 1 must not venture to give a name to. 
Many of them are corroded to such an extent that they may 
be anything and everything, and as I have heard of two or 
three articles of this kind being construed into gods, but after 
undergoing the scrutiny of a practised eve, being pronounced 
to be of the lowest description of " old nails." I think it 
will be discreet in me to say nothing about them, nor indeed 
to say anything more than ask your forbearance for the few 
imperfect observations I have been presuming enough to 
address to you. 

The following discussion then took place on the paper. 

Dr. Bruce, after thanking Mr. Shipman for the investi- 
gations he had prosecuted, said he could not help thinking 
there had been a camp on the top of the hill ; and when they 
went round it they would see something like the trace of 
ramparts. He understood in digging down at the highest 
part of the hill they came across some coarse pottery; and he 
could &ncy that the whole hill top was occupied by soldiery, 
whilst, in seasons of quiet, when they were not required to be 
within the fortifications, the prefects and superior officers dwelt 
in the more comfortable quarters below. They continually 
found, in the neighbourhood of Roman stations, what went 
by the name of suburban dwellings, being outside villas which 
the chief officers occupied in times when they could go out, 
and he attributed the valuable remains found in the lower 
ground to this fact. Those who had been accustomed to see 
the stations on the great wall, and the supplies derived from 
them, must have been amazingly struck by the quantity and 
richness of the articles obtained there. It seemed perfectly 
certain that this post was one of greater security than that on 
the other side of the river. Here they found vessels of luxury 
and objects of taste such as were very seldom found on the 
wall itself. They were found at Carlisle, at Maryport, at 
York, and as they went south, they increased in numoer and 
richness, until, in Gaul, where peace and security reigned for 
centuries, the value of the remains was surprising ; but when 
they went north of the Irtlung and north of the Tyne, they 
got into an enemy*s country, where everything was sacrificed 
to strength and security. With regard to the marks of blaming 
discovered, he said that all along die Roman wall, they met 
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with two or, generally speaking:, three layers of ashes. It 
appeared that at different times the enemy had come down in 
great force, and, dislodging for a time the mural garrison, they 
' burned everything that was combustible ; then, on the enemy 
being driven out again, the Romans did not clear out the 
debris^ but built on the top of the old ashes and refuse. Thus, 
in these excavations, they read the history of the Roman wall 
for centuries. Certainly, as soon as the Romans vacated the 
country, the Caledonians came down, andj if they could not 
take vengeance on the Romans, they took vengeance on every- 
thing that remained ; they smashed ail the vessels and altars, 
and it was a fact that very seldom had a perfect altar or image 
been found. In this manner the marks of burning might be 
accounted for, without going to the theory of burning dead 
bodies. The Romans, indeed, did burn dead bodies ; but they 
also buried them unburned, as was shown by the discovery of 
unburnt human bones at some of the stations. Many of the 
coins found here were remarkable fine ; each coin was a little 
picture, and very often the picture had an important history. 
By ascertaining what coins most prevailed, and taking into 
account the length of the Emperor's reign, they could form a 
tolerable accurate notion when the garnson here was strongest 
and in full force. The most common coins were those of 
Trajan, Vespasian, and Nerva. 

Mr. Shipman — There are most of Trajan. 

Dr. Bruce — Trajan died in 1 1 7, and his successor, Hadrian, 
was here — perhaps on this very hill — ^in the year 120 : and at 
the beginning of Hadrian's reign the coins of Trajan would 
be in general use ; so that, by referring to these coins, we 
seem to set a notion that in Hadrian's time, when the quarries 
over there — Coombe Craig and Lannerton — were being 
wrought, the garrison here was in full force. Holding up 
some rich Samian ware, the Doctor said it was not manu- 
factured on the Island, but was imported from Gaul, Spain, 
and Germany ; and to show its value, he mentioned that they 
often found it, when broken, to be welded together with lead, 
and the name of the owner was often scratched upon it, as in 
some of the spedmens here. Another article, which excited 
some curiosity, was a filtering vessel, which Mr. Lomgstaff 
jocularly suggested was a Roman teapot. 

Mr. Ci^AYTON — At any rate, they are remains of dvilizatioD 
proving the presence of the Roman officers and their ladies. 

Dr. Brucb — We often find nursing bottles, such as they 
feed babies with. (Laughter.) He dso showed the reraAins 
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of something yerv like a eorlcscrew ; and an ancient lamp stand. 
Conceive (he said^ the miserable life the Romans must have 
bad here in the aark nights of winter, in our cold and chilly 
atmosphere, with no newspapers or books, and relieved only 
by the little twinkle of a lamp like this. Taking up the top 
of a massive green glass bottle, he remarked that wherever 
they had a Roman Station, glass was found. We had a 
notion that it was brought into England about the time of 
Bede : but here was glass which had been buried at least 1600 
years, and which from its form, was incontestibly Roman, It 
was satisfiictory to find, from this, that the Romans had some 
comforts, and somehow or other managed to get their Falerian. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. Clayton (who himself owns the sites of three Roman 
stations) said it was quite clear this had been a place of con- 
siderable civilization, having been chosen from its sheltered 
situation as the residence of the superior officers. That the 
Romans had their ladies with them was evident from the 
exquisitely-cut earrings which were commonly found. 

The company then went round the grounds, Mr. Shipman 
and Dr. Brucb acting as eiceroniy and pointing out the out- 
lines of the old fortifications. In the garden they were shown a 
huge conical-shaped stone. Dr. Brucb said they were aware 
the Romans had no gunpowder, but they had a contrivance 
for projecting stones by an engine called balista, &nd he sup- 
posed this was one of those stones, but why it had this conical 
shape, he was not sufficiently learned in tne law of projectiles 
to expldn. 

Mr. Tasks R — It's just the Mmie bullet on a large scale. 

Mr. Charles J. Ferguson — How the machine itself was 
worked is shown in a marvellous way in Poynter*s painting in 
the Academy this year. 

Dr. Bruce was not aware that the Romans knew the 

Erinciple upon which the Minie bullet worked; but they 
new more than we gave them credit for. . 
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Art. XII. — Anglo-Saxon Inscription atDratodykea Castle. 
By the Rev. John Maughan, Bector of Bewcastle. 

Read at Nether Denton^ June iSrdj 1868. 

MR. Carr, of Hedgeley, Alnwick^ in a letter to Mr. 
Maughan, had expressed an opinion that the characters 
are Anglo-Saxon Romanesque, such as were used in the later 
Saxon period ; and he conjectured the meaning of it to be 
*^ Be all men nigh the ministrations of Christ's Church/' — no 
inappropriate inscription on the wall of a Saxon Church. 
But after examining the inscription and reading Mr. Carr*8 
paper, Mr. Maughan had come U> the conclusion that the in- 
scription was of later date>th&n that assigned to it by Mr. Carr, 
and had a memorial reference to Alan de Peniton who was a 
burgess of Carlisle and Mayor in the year 1287. In 1282, 
wrote Mr. Maughan, we have a record of his having assisted 
Edward I; with a loan for his wars in Wales. The Penningtons 
(or de Penningtons) were an ancient and celebrated family in 
the west of Cumberland, and Alan was a common £unily name. 
Many of them were engaged in Border warfare. They for- 
merly wrote their name de Penitone or de Penitona. The 
monogram B may stand for BID — pray thou for the soul 
ALAN I DE PENITONA— of Alan de Peniton. B may 
also perhaps have been intended for BECN — becon, or grave- 
stone — which may have been a well-known formula for 
memorial stones. The monogram C. K. might represent 
conjux karissima^ " his most affectionate wife " (dedicates this) 
The expression conjux karissima occurs in the large Roman 
inscription which is built into the south wall of the castle ; and 
as both| stones possibly came from Carlisle, the expression 
might readily suggest itself to the writer of the later legend. 
The letters C. K. might also %tani for conjugis karissimcSf 
*^ pray for the souls of Alan de Peniton and hb very dear 
wife." The oblong figures in which B. and C. K. are inserted 
might be intended to represent the graves in which the bodies 
were deposited. C. K. might also stand for conservet kristus 
— " Chnst preserve him." It is possible that Alan de Peniton, 
the Mayor^of Carlisle, may have been buried in the cemetery- 
attached to the Blackfriars convent, near Carlisle. The buila- 
ing and site, including of course the burial ground, are supposed 
to have been granted to the Aglionby £Eumlyi and it was 
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probably here that Camden saw the Roman inscription which is 
now in the south wall of Drawdykes Castle, having been placed 
there by John Aglionby, who may have transferr^ this crave- 
stone and some other stones at the same time, considering 
them all as objects of curiosity and worthy to be preserved! 
John Aglionby was a clever man and a ffood scholar. In and 
near the Nunnery we find many inscribed stones which he 
placed there. He also built one of the monuments on Burgh 
Marsh to mark the spot where Edward I. died. We may 
therefore pardonably assure that he may have attached a 
special value to this stone, conceiving it to be a record of the 
Mayor of Carlisle, or at least one of the Penningtons, with 
whom he may have been connected. 



Art. XIII Lanercost Priory. By Richard S. Ferguson 

and Charles J. Ferguson. 

Read at Lanercost. 

THE generally received local histories tell us that William 
the Conqueror, when he parcelled out Enjs^land among 
his followers, bestowed the whole county of Cumberland upon 
Ranulph de Meschines, or Di Micenis, the husband of his 
niece, and appointed him Earl of Carlisle or Cumberland. 
They then go on to say that the Earl, thus enriched and 
appointed, in accordance with the system of feudal tenures 
then customary, divided out his Earldom into eleven baronies, 
one of which — namely the Barony of Gilsland — he gave unto 
a relative of his, Hubert de Vallibus, or Vaux. The local 
histories further say that the previous possessor of the Barony 
of Gilsland, or at all events of lar&re estates in the territory 
thus made into the Barony of Gilsland, was one Beutb, either 
an Anglo-Saxon, or as his name may seem to indicate, one of 
the many Norwegians who had settled in the northern counties 
of England. The strony^hold of this Beuth was at a place 
called Castle steads, which had formerly been, under the name 
of Petriana, a fortified station on the Roman Wall, overlooking 
the then wild valley of the Irthing, and within a short distance 
of the place where the ffreat Roman Road, known as ** The 
Maiden Way," crossed the wall. This BeiUh had also estates 
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in Bewcastle, a place that took its name (as it is said) from 
him, and the castle built by him there. Beuth was by no 
means inclined to give up his lands to the Norman invader, 
but he was by force dispossessed and banished from Cumber- 
land. He fled into Scotland with his infant son, Gilles Beuth, 
called in the register of Lanercost, Gil-fil-Beuth. 

Gilles Beuth (as the story goes^ grew up a disinherited man 
and a malcontent, and revenged himself upon his oppressors by 
laying waste the county of Cumberland to the utmost of his 
power. At last, in kin^ Stephen's time, when the Scots were, 
m the language of the chroniclers of the day, let into Cumber- 
land, Gilles Beuth contrived, aided by the Scots and by the 
Gilsland tenantry, who considered him as the rightful owner 
of the property, to dispossess Hubert de Vallibus, the whole 
county of Cumberland being in fact overrun by the Scots. 
"When Cumberland was retaken from the Scots by Henry II, 
that monarch, by deed, regranted and confirmed the Barony 
of Gilsland to Hubert de vallibus, then an extremely old man, 
Hubert de Vallibus was shortly afterwards succeeded in the 
barony by his eldest son, Robert de Vallibus, as Denton says, 
^^ a valorous gentleman, and well learned in the law of this 
land." Gilles Beuth continued to disturb Robert de Vallibus 
in his barony, as he had formerly disturbed Hubert de Vallibus. 
negotiations were at last entered into between them, and a 
meeting was arranged at Castle Steilds, then the stronghold 
of De Vallibus. At this meeting De Vallibus '* treacherously 
*' slew the said Gilles Beuth, which shameful offence made 
<^ him leave arms and betake to his studies at the Inns of 
'^ Court, where he became so great a proficient that he was • 
<^ made Justice Itinerant into Cumberland^ and came there in 
'Ml 76." His colleague on the circuit was Ranulph de 
Glanville, Chief Justiciary of England. Before this date 
Robert de Vallibus had been Custos of Carlisle, and in 1 174 
he had defended that city against the long siege of William 
the Lion of Scotland, the story of which is told by Jordan 
Fantosme. In fact, as Denton says, ^* He became of so much 
*' account with king Henry II, that he did little in Cumberland 
<^ without Robert's advice and council ; yet could not his con- 
<^ science be at quiet, until he made atonement for the murder of 
'^.Gilles Beuth, by endowing Holy Church with part of that 
'^ patrimony which occasioned the murder, and therefore he 
<' founded the Priory of Lanercost, in Gilsland.*' Castle Steads, 
the scene of the murder, was included in the lands bestowed 
on the new foundation^ and the legend is that the tower in 
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which the murder was committed was pulled down» and the 
site sown with salt, according to ecclesiastical usa^e. 

Such is the account given in Denton's Manuscript History 
of Cumberland of the reasons for the foundation of Lanercost 
Priory, and adopted by most of the county historians. 

Camden observes that no trace of this story can be found in 
the charter by which Robert de Vallibus founded the Priory, 
wherein he does not even enjoin the monks to pray for the soul 
of Gilles Beutb. Possibly, De Vallibus was too good a 
lawyer to put into writing any acknowledgement of his mis- 
deeds ; but the story has from beginning to end little or no 
evidence to support it, and a critic^ examination will go far to 
upset it in toto. 

The late Mr. Hodgson Hinde long ago proved the state- 
ment that William the Conqueror granted Cumberland to De 
Meschines to be a blunder, a blunder that Mr. Luard, of 
Cambridge has recently traced to its source in a marginal 
note on a MS of Matthew de Paris. So far from William the 
Conqueror having a footing in Cumberland, the Scots held 
that county, and, with the exception of a garrison at Carlisle, 
kept out the Normans nntil the time of Henry II. In 1157, 
the third of his reign, Henry II wrested Cumberland from their 
grasp, and shortly afterwards granted to Hubert de Vallibus, 
the possessions with which, according to Denton, he had been 
presented by Ranulph de Meschines. The words of description 
in the deed are — ^^Totam terram quam Gilbertus filius Boet 
tenuit die quo fuit vivus et mortuus." Thus we see that Gilles 
Beuth died during the Scottish occupation of Cumberland, 
and therefore at a period when be, and not De Vallibus, 
would be Lord of Castle Steads, thus making it impossible 
for De Vallibus to play the host there to Gilles Beutn. We 
may anticipate a little and mention that Robert, another son 
of Beuth, was benefactor to the Priory, which he hardly 
would have been, had de Vallibus been the murderer of his 
brother. That Castle Steads was the scene of some dark deed 
of blood is extremely probable, from the legend before alluded 
to of its destruction and of the sowing of its foundation with 
salt ; but there is no evidence, except legendary, to connect 
Robert de Vallibus, jud^e, warrior, and statesman, with that 
deed, and the probabilities would appear to lead to a different 
conclusion. Motives plenty can be suggested which might 
have induced Robert de Vallibus to found a monasterv of 
Austin Canons at Lanercost ; perhaps he really believed the 
foundation would benefit the souls of his father and mother, as 
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the original grant recites; perhaps he wished to introduce 
Christianity and uprear the sacred cross in a Pagan locality, 
where the Eastern deities of Baal and of Mithras, the Roman 
deities of Mars and Jupiter, of Belutacadnor and Cocidius, 
with many more of German, Spanish, and Gaulish origin, had 
all found votaries; perhaps he wished to conciliate the mother 
Church and the mat and powerful Chapter of the Austin 
Canons; perhaps he was only carrying out a great scheme for 
consolidating the Norman rule, by planting religious as well 
as military garrisons throughout the land ; perhaps he wished 
his soul to be prayed for, or, like many a childless man, 
thought that thus nis name and generosity would be handed 
down to posterity for ever ; in fact he merely did what almost 
every great baron of his day did. Nor was Lanercost the 
only religious house in Cumberland that benefited by his 
liberality. 

- Passing from the consideration of the motives by which 
Robert de Vallibus was or might have been actuated, let us 
consider at what date he actually founded the Abbey of 
Lanercost. A tablet in the Church, inserted in the wall at the 
west end of the north aisle, bears the following inscription : — 

Bobertni de VAllibDe filini Hnberti Dni de Gilsland fandator PrioraU de 
LanerooBt Ao dm 1116 iEdArgAD uxor ejiu sine Prole 

ReTerendns 6. Story hnjus Be : 
Pastor Grato animo hunc lapidem posnit 1761 

Several of the county historians have followed Mr. Story 
in assigning 1116 as the date of the foundation, though all 
agree that it was not consecrated until 1169. Mr. Story's 
gratitude probably exceeded his historical knowledge, for the 
date he gives is clearly wrong. Were 1116 the correct date, 
then, as the founder lived until the year 1199 or 1200, he 
must either have been over a hundred years of age when he 
died or else have founded an abbey before be was twenty-one. 
Apart from this reason, the whole of Cumberland, as we have 
before said, was, in the year 1116, in the hands of the Scots, 
and was not recovered from them until 1157. Again, the 
original grant or charter by Robert de Vallibus, which has no 
date, is witnessed by Walter, Prior of Carlisle. Now Walter 
was not Prior of Carlisle until the year 1133, a fact which 
puts 1116 out of the question. Internal evidence drawn from 
the grant itself settles the point ; its language shows that 
Hubert de Vallibus was dead when the grant was made ; the 
wording of the grant is ^^ Pro domino Henrico Rege Secundo 
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*^et pro animabus antecessorum et successorum illius et pro 
^' anima patris mei. Hubert! et matris mem GrsecisB et antecess- 
'^oruin meorum." Note the distinction in speaking of the 
living monarch and of the deceased father and mother. Had 
Hubert de Vallibus been alive, the (jprant would have run 
^^ pro patre meo." This distinction proves that the nant by 
De Vallibus must have been made after his fathers death, 
which took place in 1 164 ; therefore the grant could only have 
been made, at the most, three or four years before the conse- 
cration in 1 169. We may safely reject as untrue the story that 
the Priory was founded in 1116, and assume, in the absence 
of evidence to the contrary, that the consecration and endow- 
ment was simultaneous, and that the great dignitaries who 
witnessed the charter of endowment were also present at the 
religious ceremonies attendant on the consecration, a point to 
which we shall recur. We may also add that the charter of 
endowment is witnessed by many persons of high clerical rank, 
who would be more likely to assemble at a consecration than 
at a mere perambulation of lands and execution of a deed. 
One argument on the other side may be noticed. The words 
of the grant are in the present tense — "To the. Prior of 
"Lanercost and the Canons regular there serving (jod;" and 
it may be by some argued that an establishment of some sort 
existed there prior to the benefactions of De Vallibus. But 
prior to the year 1157 the Scots were in power, and they 
would not have allowed the establishment of an order of 
English canons, subject — as we kjiow Lanercost was — to the 
great Chapter of Austin Canons which met in the south of 
England. Between 1157 and 1164 no land at Lanercost 
could have come into possession of the Austin Canons, except 
by gift from Hubert De Vallibus; such gift would have 
certainly been mentioned in the deed of gift made by his son, 
Robert de Vallibus. The use of the present tense in that 
deed in the words referring to the prior and canons would be 
merely the common form employed by the conveyancers of the 
day, and no trustworthy argument can be drawn therefrom 
as to the prior existence of a religious house at Lanercost. 
That there was no religious foundation existing prior to the 
foundation of De Vallibus is proved conclusively by the fact 
that he had, as we shall show hereafter, the patronage and 
appointment of the prior. Doubtless the building consecrated 
in 1169 had been in construction for some time previously and, 
probably, the prior and canons had some temporary lodging 
near, possibly under some tree, as we know the monks of 
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Fountains Abbey lived, pending the erection of their abbejr 
buildings. 

There are, however, two passages in historians which may 
seem to throw doubt on the time of the foundation of Laner^ 
cost, or even on its foundation at all. (1) Bartholomew de 
Cotton, in his chronicle, gives a list of the bishops of Candida 
Casa (or Witema, Whithem, or Whithorn, in Wigtonshire), 
and includes in it no bishop of the name of Christian. He 
says that this see ceased in 1131, when that of Carlisle was 
founded. But a Bishop Christian of Candida Casa was, as 
will be shown, a witness to the grant of Robert de Vallibus. 
He did exist, in spite of Bartholomew de Cotton, and was an 
extensive benefactor to Holm Cultram, where he was buried — 
an abbey which was not founded until 1 150 ; the Papal bull 
is on record confirming by name his donations to that abbey. 
Thus a Christian was in fact Bishop of Candida Casa at a 
time subsequent to the year 1 150, a fact which confirms the 
view we take as to the date of the foundation of Lanercost 
Priory. (2.) Benedict, of Peterborough, in his chronicle, 
says that the see of Carlisle had in 1 186 been vacant for 30 
years. Mr. Stubbs, his editor, adds a note, in which he says 
this disposes of the story that Bernard, Bishop of Carlisle, 
consecrated the Priory of Lanercost in the 1 2th year of his 
episcopacy, 1169. Ndw, as Bernard, Bishop of Carlisle, is 
not one of the witnesses t6 the deed of gift oy De Vallibus, 
we think he did not consecrate the Priory of Lanercost at all, 
but that Christian, Bishop of Candida Casa did, for his name 
is appended to the deed of gift. The existence of this Bishop 
Bernard is very doubtful at all. The county historians 
appear to have argued thus — there was a consecration in the 
diocese of Carlisle in 1 169, and therefore there must have been 
a Bishop to consecrate, and that Bishop must have been a 
Bishop of Carlisle. They dub him Bernard, because one 
Bernard, a foreign Bishop, had then a grant of the tempor- 
alities of the diocese in commendam. The only evidence to 
be found for the existence of a Bernard, Bishop of Carlisle, is 
the bold statement by Hutchinson and other local historians, 
that he officiated at the consecration of Lanercost. We have 
shown this to be improbable. They overlook the fact that 
great part of the territory formed into the see of Carlisle was, 
prior to the establishment of that see, under the Bishop of 
Candida Casa, and that such Bishop probably reclaimed his 
ancient Jurisdiction during the long voidance of the see after 
the death of the first Bishop of Carlisle. We actually find a 
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Bishop of Candida Casa consecrating buildings at Hexham at 
a later date than this. They overlook also the &ct that, about 
the time of the consecration of Lanercost, Bishop Christian of 
Candida Casa was, as the annals of the Abbey of Holme 
Cultram show, constantly in Cumberland. He, we feel con* 
fident, offidated at the consecration of Lanercost, for he is a 
witness to the original charter. 

Thus, then, we have arrived at the conclusion that, in the 
year 1169, Robert de Vallibus founded, for some reason or 
other, an Abbey of Austin or Black Canons at Lanercost, and 
Bishop Christian of Candida Casa performed the ceremony of 
consecration. 

Let us now see with what; De Vallibus endowed the Priory ; 
and for that purpose we can turn to the grant or deed of en- 
dowment, which is printed in Dugdale's Monasticon, with one 
or two singular misprints. It is addressed (we translate from 
the Latin) ^* To all sons of Holy Mother Church, Robert de 
Vallibus, son of Hubert de Vallibus, greeting." By it the 
founder gave to God, the blessed Marv Magdalene, and the 
Prior of Lanercost and the canons regular there serving God, 
" landam de Lanercost," between the Picts' wall and the river 
Irthing, and between Burgh and the Poltross Bum, which 
divides Cun^berland from Northumberland. Now, all the 
county historians translate ^^ landa" (which Dugdale through- 
out prints ** lauda") as land, but its real meaning in old Law 
Latin is a lawn, or open field without wood, (see Jacob s Law 
Dictionary) ; and the *^ lawn of Lanercost " (landa ad costeram 
yallis) was probably a very circumscribed area at the time 
when Cumberland was mainly covered by the primeval forest. 
I'his singular inaccuracy of translation has led many writers to 
vastly exaggerate the territory given to the Priory, and in fact 
some writers boldly say that the grant was of all the land 
between the boundaries mentioned above, a most unwarrantable 
assertion. At its dissolution the Priory only owned about 
twenty acres at Lanercost, and this was probably the extent of 
their founder*s gift. De Vallibus also gave tne Priory the 
village of Walton, setting out the boundaries most carefully 
by reference to the Roman Wall, to the junction of Cambeck 
with Irthing, to a rivulet descending from a black oak on 
the road to Cumgnencath, and to the river King; he also 
gave the church of Walton and the chapel of Triermane, the 
churches of Irthington, Brampton, Carlatten, and Farlam, die 
lawns (landas) oi Warthcolemon, Roswn^eth, and Apeltre- 
thwayt, and land (terram) on Brenkiber ]V£)or, formerly held 
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by Gilleg Beuth* and right of common with his free tenants 
over all his, the founder's waste lands. To these gifts he also 
added pasture for two years for thirty c«ws and twenty sows 
in the forest of Walton, and also for the oxen which plough 
the lands (landas) ; and pannage (which is such produce of 
woods and hedge-rows as cattle feed on) for their pigs, both 
for pigs bred by the prior and canons, and for pigs they 
should buy. The founder further gave the Priory the bark of 
timber on the lands which formerly belonged to Uilles Beuth, 
and the dry and fallen wood in his forests, and also right of 
roads over nis lands to go to and fro from their churches and 
lands, sites for their barns and mills, and fishing on the rivers 
Irthing, King, and Hertingbun, or Hescingbum. The charter, 
by its wording, shows that the boundaries of some of these 
gifts had just been perambulated by the donor and the witnesses 
to the charter. The deed is witnessed by Christian, Bishop of 
Candida Casa, or Withem or Whithorn, in Wigtonshire ; by 
William, Prior of Carlisle; by Archdeacon Robert ; by Robert, 
Parson (persona) of Brampton ; John the Camerarius, or cham- 
berlain ; Thomas the Pincema, or cup-bearer ; and a long list 
of names. It is impossible, without very minute local research 
to indentify all the places named in the deed, some of the 
names having become obsolete, while others are so obviously 
misspelt, particularly by Dugdale. From a charter of confir- 
mation granted to the Priory by King Richard I, it appears 
that the founder's bounty stayea not here, but that he after- 
wards gave the Priory the two Askertons, the tithes of all 
venison and deer and fox skins in his lands in Cumberland, 
of his lakes and fishings, and of all foals, calves, lambs, pigs, 
wool, cheese, and butter. This second charter also confirms 
the following benefactions : — Ada Engayn jgave thuty acres 
of land in Burgh Marsh, two saltpans, ana pasture for 200 
sheep, a free net in Eden, three marks of silver in the church 
of Burgh, with a canicate of land at Blenecreye, and i)asture 
there, for daily remembrance at the altar of St. Catherine for 
the soul of her husband, Simon de Morville ; David, son of 
Terric, and Robert, son of Askell, gave Lesings Hermitage, 
and common of pasture in Denton ; Alexander de Winser 
gave tithe of the mulcture of Corby Mill, and WilUam, son de 
Udard, a toft near the same mill; Peter de Tilliol, Simon of 
Tilliol, lords of Scalesby Castle, and Henry Norris, gave lands 
in Scales ; Robert, son of Beuth, and Robert, son of Asketil, 
a carucate of land in Denton, and pasture for one milking of 
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sheep, twenty cows, and one bull. This grant proves inciden- 
tally that the monks milked their sheep as the Swiss do their 
goats. 

Lanercost had, besides De Va11ibQS,'many generous friends. 
Sir Hugh de M orville. Lord of the Manors of Lazonby and 
Kirkoswaid, who flourished about the year 1200, gave the 
Priory the churches of Grynsdale and Lazonby. We find also 
mentioned gifts of lands, of rights of common, of pasture, of 
wells, of churches, of tithes, of mulctare of various mills, of 
houses in Carlisle and elsewhere, of saltpans on Burgh Marsh, 
of free nets in the Eden, and even of slaves, a fact that may 
astonish many who are not acquainted with ** villains and 
" villainage." But Walter, son of William de Ireby, gave the 
Priory the villain Walter, son of Simon de Gametesby, with 
all his issue and cattle ; Angeline de Newby, gave Henry, 
son of Ledmere, and all that belonged to aim ; Robert de 
Castle Cayrock gave Gamel de Walton and his issue; and 
Robert de Vallibus gave a villain called Jeffrey Pitch, his wife 
and posterity for ever. Full lists of these benefactions are in 
most histories of Cumberland. 

The deposition of Prior William of Lanercost, to which we 
shall come presently, puts Multon on the same level as De 
Vallibus as a founder of the Priory. So far as we know the 
benefactions of the Multons were small compared to those of 
De Vallibus, but as the Multons succeeded to the barony of 
Gilsland, their protection would doubtless be most valuable to 
the little Priory. The founder, before he died, granted to the 
prior and canons the right of patronage of the Priory, that is, 
of appointing their own prior. Robert de Vallibus, or Vaux, 
the founder, died childless in 1199 or 1200, but was succeeded 
in his barony by his brother, Ranulph de Vallibus, who held 
the honours but a few months. On the death of Ranulph's 
grandson Hubert de Vallibus, son of a second Robert de 
Vallibus called the crusader, the family of De Vallibus or 
Vaux, ended in an heiress, Matilda or Maud, who married, 
prior to the year 1250, Thomas Multon, lord of Burgh-on- 
the-Sands, wno died in 1270, and by her the lands of the 
Vaux passed to the family of Multon. Now the family of 
Multon had already been enriched by the possessions of one 
heiress, for the grandfather of Thomas Multon had married 
Ada Morville, who was heiress of Hugh Morville, lord of 
Burgh, and generally confused with one of the murderers of 
Saint Thomas a Bectet, who was of the same name. Matilda 
Vaux or Multon outlived both her husband and eldest son. 

She 
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She attended the assiEes at Penrith in the time of Edward I, 
and is returned as lady of Gilsland and of the manor of Cum- 
whinton, in that barony. This Matilda Multon was in her 
widowhood a great benefactress to Lanercost Priory, as also 
were her husband and son. Matilda's granddaughter, Margaret 
Multon, became heiress of the estates, and at the age of seven- 
teen she eloped from Warwick Castle with Ranulph Dacre, in 
the year 1317. By their marriage the Gilsland estates came 
to the Dacres, who thus became entitled to quarter with the 
escalop shells of Dacre, the gold and red cheques of Vauz, the 
red bars of Multon, and the blue shield of Morville, with its 
golden fretwork and lilies. For eleven descents or so the lands 
of the Vaux continued in the Dacres, and then, in the year 
1569, the family of Dacre of the north ended in three co- 
heiresses, by one of whom, <* Bessie of the braid apron," the 
lands of the Vaux passed to '' Belted Will Howard," the 
famous Lord Warden of the Marches. 

We know little of the history of the Priory whose founda- 
tion we have discussed. The so called Chronicle of Lanercost 
in the British Museum, is now ap;reed to have been the work 
of a friar-minor of Carlisle, and it contains but little mention 
of Lanercost. 

In the year 1280, according to that Chronicle, a court held 
at Irthington, probably a Court Baron, for Irthington was 
the chief manor of the barony, decided that an attachment 
made on the land of the Priory was null and void. This 
important decision shows how high and above the law were 
the privileges and rights of the Priory. In the same year, 
according to the Chronicle, King Edward I and Eleanor his 
his queen came to Lanercost, and the prior and convent met 
them at the gate. On this occasion the king presented a silk 
cloth to the priory ; the king ako, ^^ as was said," (the chron- 
icler is a cautious man) took in his hunting two hundred stags 
and hinds in Inglewood Forest. The chronicler's doubt was 
uncalled for, the Close Rolls of the preceding reign show that 
Inglewood Forest must have been crowded with large game, 
and the royal huntsman, with horses and dogs, was constantly 
sent there with orders to take large numbers of deer. On one 
occasion two hundred deer were ordered to be taken, to be 
well salted, and sent to the king at Scarborough. 

The next mention of Lanercost in the Uhronicle is the 
account of the visitation of Bishop Ralph Irton, on Sunday, 
22nd March, 1281. The members of the convent met him 
at the gate with the same state that they did the king, and 
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die biflliop gave them hb Uesstng, and then admitted all the 
firiais to the kiss of peace ; ob enteriog he called a meeting of 
the chapter* aad after it was held he went on with his visi- 
tation, ^^ in which," as the duonicle says, ** we were oompeUed 
to receive new constitations." Mr. Stevenson, who edited the 
chronicle for the Banatyne Club, has clearly proved from 
internal evidence that the writer of the chronicle was a friar- 
minor of Carlisle, but Nicholson and Burn, in their history of 
Cumberland, writing earlier, and believing the chronicle to 
be the work of a canon of Laneroost, took the words ^* coacti 
sumus," to refer only to the Priory of Lanercost, and fell into 
the error of supposing that new constitutions were imposed on 
the Priory alone. In reality the words mean that, as a con- 
clusion to the bishop's visitation of bis diocese, he issued new 
rules for the whole of the diocese* 

We now come to a sad portion of the history of the Priory. 
On Easter Monday, the 26th of April, 1296, according to the 
chronicle of Walter de Hemyngford, and the Chronicle of 
Lanercost, the Scottish army of 500 horse and 40,000 men, 
binder the Earl of Buchan, marched through Nichol-Forest on 
Carlisle, and made an unsuccessful attempt on that city. Tliey 
however laid the country waste with a barbarity than which 
history records none more savage ; in their fury they spared 
neither age, sex, nor condition, and as they were unable to 
lay hands upon the warriors and grown-up men, they blooded 
their arms, up to then, as the historians state, unstained, upon 
the decrepid, upon old women, upon women in child-bed, and 
even upon children of two or three years old ; nay more, they 
transfixed the children with their spears, and thus suspended 
them in the air to die ; they burnt the churches ; they out- 
raged nuns, married women, and maidens indiscriminately, and 
these at^cities they committed in places the most sacred. 
The little nunnery at Lambley perished almost in toto. At 
Hexham they assembled a large number of scholars in the 
schools, closed the doors upon them, and set fire to the 
buildings. Even the dead were dug up, that their bodies 
might be stripped of the valuables which were supposed to be 
buried with them, and the jewelled shrines of Hexham abbey 
were appropiated by these marauders, regardless of the fact 
that the patron saint of the abbey was Saint Andrew, the 
patron samt of their own Scotland; so little indeed cared 
they for this, that they derisively knocked the head off his 
image, and said they would take it to plough Scotland with* 
Lanercost suffered almost as severely. ** Such universal 
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** devastatioii/* says our chronicler, io dog Latm, '< cannot be 
'imputed to the bravery of warriors, but rather to the 
** cowardice of robbers who have invaded a sparsely populated 
** country in which they have met with no resistance." 

Walter de Hemyngford tells us that the Scots arrived at 
Lanercost on Thursday evening^, after having burnt Lambley 
on their road, and stayed all night. They nad mtended to 
proceed further, but as Walter says, << Noluit ipse Dens, et 
ideo impediti sunt/' A messenger came firom their friends, to 
say the king of England was close at hand with a large army; 
so the Soots, early on Friday, set off back through Niehol 
Forest, laden with large booty, after having burnt some of 
the conventual buildings at Lanercost, but not the church. 

Peter Lan^ffe, a poetical canon of Hexham, celebrates 
the invasion in verse ; ne says.^ 



*' Corbridge ii a town, they brent it when the! 
Two bouB of religion, Lejnerootte and HexbuOt 
Tbei chased the canoni oat, tbei godi bare awar» 
And robbed aU about; the bestis took to pray.** 

The year following this terrible invasion, William Wallace, 
called by the historian, ** Quendam virum sanguineum, qui 
prius fuerat in Scotia princeps latronum,*' ravaged the place 
again. 

The author of the chronicle of Lanercost concludes one of 
his books with the following mournful hexameters : — 

DB IHPIETATB SCOTORTTM. 
Per te foedata loca aanota Deoane dieata 
Templaqne tacrata sunt proh aolor, igne eramata 
Bne neqairerent destmotio damnaqne niiilta 
Eccleeie oelebria Hangnstaldenib innlta, 
Desolata domni de Luierooit mala plnra 
Pasta fnit, Set de talibos nltio para. 
Fermm, flamma, fames, renient tibi Sootia, dignt^ 
In qna fama, fides, foedos, periere maligna : 
Bab dace degenero gens i^tica degeoeraTit 
Qa» famam temere, foedas, qoso fidem YiolaTit. 

Some ten years later, in 1306, King Edward L was too ill to 
head in person his own army a^nst the Bruce, but he travel- 
led by slow stages to the Scottish marshes, in a litter carried 
by horses, and arrived at Lanercost Priory on Michaelmas Day, 
wnere he stayed until Easter in the following year. Many 
important documents and writs, during this interval, are dated 
from Lanercost, among others a grant of certain churches to 
the priory of Hexham. From Lanercost the king sent 
his judges to Berwick, where, according to Stow, "they tried 
"hundreds and thousands of breakers of the peace and con- 
" spiratOTS, many of whom were hanged, and the Countess of 
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*^ Bowen was endosed in a cage, whose breadth, len^, height, 
*< and depth was eight feet, and was hanged over the walls of 
** Berwicke." From Lanercost, too, was issued the writ which 
banished Piers Gaveston from the kingdom, as a corrupter of 
the Prince of Wales. 

Daring this visit one Dungall Machduel, a noble of Galway, 
captured alive two brothers of Robert Bruce, viz : Thomas 
Bruce, and Alexander Bruce, dean of Glasgow, and also 
Re^nald de Crawford ; these he sent prisoners to the king 
at Lanercost, and with them the heads of a small Irish 
king, a gentleman of Cantyre, and two unnamed nobles, all 
adherents of the Bruce. Thomas Bruce was sent forthwith to 
Carlisle, dragged by horses round that city, then hung and 
beheaded, and his head put on a spike on the castle of 
Carlisle. The others were merelv hunff and beheaded, and 
their heads, and those of the small Irish king and company, 
divided among the three gates of Carlisle, being two heads for 
each gate. On leaving Lanercost, at the end of his visit, the 
king, as a present, presented the churches of Mitford in 
Durham, and Carlattan, to the Priory. The g^rant is dated 
Carlisle, 17th March, 1307. A copy of the gprant isin Prynne 
and Rymer, and also copies of letters, addressed by the king 
to the pope, and to the cardinal Wee-chancellor of the Romiw 
Church, praying to have the gift confirmed by the pope. 
From this we learn that the king's reasons for his liberality 
were his special devotion to Mary Magdalene, and the resto- 
ration of the status of the Priory of Lanercost, which was much 
impoverished, both through the burning of its houses and the 
plundering of its goods by the Scotch, and also by reason of 
nis own long stay while ne was detained by bad health, an 
honour which doubtless fell heavy on the impoverished treasury 
of the Priory. The church of Carlattan was included in the 
original grant of Robert de Vallibus, and therefore the king's 
gift would seem of little value at first sight. The explanation 
IS that De Vallibus only granted to the Priory the patronage 
of the church, while the grant of the king, and tne pope's 
confirmation thereof, enabled the Priory to appropriate the 
revenues wholly, appointing a vicar or curate to do the duty. 
The king's bounty dragged the Priory into a lawsuit with the 
priory of Durham, the point at issue beine whether the church 
of Multon in Durham was a chapel to Mitford church or not, 
and so included in the royal gprant. This suit was compromised 
in the year 1310 by deeds of release, which exist at the present 
day, and are in possession of the Dean and Chapter of Durham. 
The Priory received other benefactions about this time. In 
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the Rotuli Orig;iiiales diere is a licence from Edward L tor 
Robert de Whayte of Carliale to give tke prioiy a boose. 

In the month of Aug^t, 1311, Robert the Bruce, King of 
Scotland, came with a great army to Lanercost, where be 
stayed three days, and imprisoned most of the canons. These 
Scottish visits caused the Priory irnmense harm and loss of 
income. According to the Valor Nicbolai, made in 1288, 
when Pope Nicholas I. granted the tenths to Edward I. for six 
yen's, the temporalities of the Priory were £74 12s. 6^. 
pner annum. On account of the destruction worked by the 
Scots, a new yaluation was, in 1318, made of portions of the 
Border counties. The Priory is returned in the Nora Taxatio 
at nothing, as were also many churches on the borders of 
Cumberland. It is curious that in the great Inspeximus of 
1297, when every other corporation, lay or clerical, in Cum^ 
berland, appeared to a writ of quo warranto, and showed the 
title to their possessions, the Priory of Lanercost did not. 
The year 1297 was however the year after tiiat in which the 
Priorv was plundered by the Scots, under the Barl of Buchan, 
and tne year in which it was plundered by Wallace. 

The luckless Priory was not yet done with Scots and Scot- 
tish invasions. In 1346, David, kine of Scotland with his 
army, came to Lanercost, where, as the chronicle, says^ the 
canons received him ** viri venerabiles et domino devoti." 
The Scots entered with haughtiness into the holy places, threw 
out the vessels of the temple, stole the treasures, smashed the 
doors, played practical jokes, and reduced *'in nihilum," into 
nothingness, everything they attacked. From the annab of 
Hexham, we learn that this invasion was as savage and 
barbarous as the first one, in 1296. Neither Hexham nor 
Lanercost ever again lifted up their heads. Lanercost relapsed 
into obscurity ; henceforth the register of the bishops of Car- 
lisle, which had up to this time made some scant mention of the 
names of the priors, is silent as to either prior or priory. 

One document, most illustrative of the subsequent state of 
the priory, has recently been found at York. It is a letter in 
Latin from Archbishop Bowet, of York, to his suffragan 
bishops, and is dated York, 18th April, 14(li9. In tiiis letter 
Archbishop Bowet sajrs that he has turned his attention to the 
poor canons, prior, and convent of Lanercost, whose motta»* 
tery and most of its buildings ^* as the prior with a lamentaUe 
voice tells us," are threatened with ruin ; their buildings and 
possessions, in consequence of frequent attaclis from the Scots, 
are in ruins and burnt ; their lands, for the same reason, lie 
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nncoltiyatdl ; in short, that the prior and cooyent are reduced 
to such povertjT that they esmnot now a days live without the 
help of other Christiaiis, nor serre Ood aocordiog to the mlesv 
of their order or duty. The airchbishop, who was a black 
canon hhnself, requests his bishops, when deputations from the 
Priory arrive to collect money, to receire them well, to explain 
th^ir errasd thoroughly by means of the parish priest in eaeb 
church, and to let uiem have the money collected without any 
deduction, and further grants subscribers to the restoration 
fund an indulgence of forty days. A copy of the letter is vol 
one of the Surtees series. Ihis letter is curious; it proves 
the antiquity of circular letters from a bishop, directing collec- 
tions to be made in the churches of his diocese for some object 
approved of by him, and it also hints that tolls were sometimes 
taken off the collections. A similar letter is still in existence 
at York, directing collections to be made, to erect an image o{ 
the Virgin Mary in Cariisle cathedral. How far this appeal 
was succesHfuI we know not ; we may presume it to some extent 
enabled the Priory to restore its ruin^ buildings and fallen 
fortunes. Nothing is known at present of the history of the 
priory between 1409 and 1536, the date of its dissolution. 
It probably lingered on in poverty, its canons but little supe- 
rior to the rude peasants by whom they were surrounded. 

On the obituary roll of priors, Ebchester and Burnley of 
Durham, (the latter died 14r>8), a roll which was taken round 
to, and signed by an official, probably the precentor, of all the 
religious houses almost in England, as an engagement to pray 
for the souls of those two pnors, we find Lanercoet signed 
thus : — ^'Titulus Ecclesite Beatse Marine Magdalense de Laner- 
coste Ordinis Sancti Agustint." The penmana^ip is of the 
very poorest character, a proof to some extent that Lanercoet 
was bj^ no Aieans opulent at that time, and that the scholarship 
of its mraates was but at a low ebb. 

The name of Lanereost also appears' on the obituary roll of 
Bishop Thomas Hatfield of Durham^ and that of Bishop 
Skirlaw of Durham, 1416, and of Prior John Hemyngburgb, 
prior of Durham, 1416. Its style in the last two is varied 
from Ecclesia to Monasteriiun, and in the last it is spelt 
Layndyurcost. 

Some curious particulars as to the Priory of Lanercoet are 
to be found in the ftmous Scrope and Grosvenor roll. In the 
years 1385-1390, a trial took place in the Court of Chivalry 
of the High Constable of England and the Earl Marshall, to 
decide wl^ther Richard Lord Scrope, of Bolton, or Sir Robert 
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Grosrenor had a right to bear the shield ** azure a bend or." 
The trial began at Newcastley was adjourned to various places, 
and lasted for five years, when judgment was given in favour 
of Lord Scrope by the king, who was appealed to as the ulti- 
mate judge. The prior of Lanercost was one of the witnesses^ 
and we transcribe a copjr of his deposition. His name does 
not appear, beyond that it was William. He goes somewhat 
to fill up the gap which occurs after the name of Prior Richard 
Rydal, who deserted his duty in I860. Tlie translation of 
the prior'ffndeposition is as follows : — 

** William, prior of the honse of Laneroost, of the age of 34, add that in the 
weat end of hia church are the arma of Scrope within a bordnre or, in a fflaaa 
window, and the aame arma are placed in the refectory between those of Yanx 
and Multon their founders ; and that in their refectorj and the weat windnw of 
their church are the old arma of the King of England, the arma of France, the 
arma of Scotland, and the arms of Scrope, aanre, a bend or, the which arma have 
been in the aiud window since the building of their church in the time of king 
Henry II, and bj common report throughout the country, they were the arma of 
Scrope. That there remained bannera which were used at ihe funerals of great 
lords, embroidered with their arms, amongst which were those of Scrope entire. 
He said the arms were also entire in an old chapel at Kirkoawald, and that they 
had in their church the same arms embroidered on a morsus (a sort ot clasp ) on 
a cope, with a white label for difference, aod that the same hsid been in the Priory 
from beyond the time of memory. Being asked how he knew that the said arms 
belonged to Sir Richard, he said that such had always been the tradition in their 
house, and that he had heard the prior, his predecessor, who was an old man, say 
that he had heard from ancient lords, knights, andesquirea, that the Scropes were 
come of a noble race and high blood from the time of the Conqueror, as appeared 
by eridences, and the prior who proceeded him aaid they were cousins to one 
Gant, who came orer with the Conqueror, and that their arms were descended in 
right line to Sir Richard Scrope, as waa known by common report in all parts of 
the north. As to Sir Robert GrosTcnor, he said upon his oath that he had nerer 
heard of him or his ancestors until the day of his examination." 

Lord William Dacre also deposed to the same effect. This 
evidence suggests some curious points. Apparently it corro- 
borates what has been before conjectured as to the poverty and 
ignorance of the canons of Lanercost. The prior refers to no 
documentary evidence in possession of his Pnory, but merely 
cites such traditions as the rude peasants around him might 
have told almost equally well. Nearly all the other members 
of religious houses who gave evidence, produced from their 
archives charters, seals, and books of emblazonry, which illus- 
trated the knotty point in dispute. The position also of the 
coat of arms mentioned aids us, as will be hereafter shown, in 
interpreting the architectural puzzles presented by the conven- 
tual buildings. 

The heraldic visitation of Thomas Tonge, Norroy King of 
Arms, in 1530, affords another proof that the priory of Laner- 
cost had sunk into such obscurity as to be overlooked by him, 
or such poverty as not to tempt him to visit it. He gives 
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accounts of the religious houses of Cartmel, SaintBees, Furness 
Abbey, Calder Abbey, Holme Cultram, and Carlisle, but does 
not mention Lanercost. 

But the end was then drawing nifi^h. In 1636 came the act 
for doing away with small monasteries, whose quaint preamble 
we cite : — 

Forasmuch as manifest synne, Tieioos, carnal, abominable liTing is daylej 
used and committed conunonlj in such little and small Abbejs, Priories and other 
Beligioas Houses of Monks, Canons, and Nans, where the congregation of snoh 
Religioas Persons is under the number of tweWe persons, wherebj t^je GoTemors 
of such Religious Houses and their GonTent speyle, destroje, consume, and 
utterly waste as well their Churches, HonasterieSi Priories, Principle Houses, 
Farms, Granges, Lands, Tenements, and Heriditaments, as the ornaments of thefar 
Churches and their Goods and Chattels to the high displeasure of Almighty God, 
Slander of good religion, and to the ffreat infamy of the Kings H<g*»n^i^^ i^d 4I10 
Realm if redress should not be had thereof." 

It was not without cause that small monasteries were so 
hardly dealt with. Against Lanercost we have no evidence, 
but Hexham and Holm Cultram were in a bad state. The 
abbot of Holme Cultram was formally warned by his ecclesi- 
astical superiors not to have ladies to dine and sup with him ; 
and the prior of Hexham was cautioned to keep the fair sex 
out of his Priory, and to build up certain doors by which they 
found too easy an access. Probably Lanercost was neither 
better nor worse than its neighbours. In the summer of 1536 
the Royal Commissioners began their visitation of the north- 
em monasteries at Hexham, whose income was just above £200 
per annum, the limit below which confiscation was to take place. 
They met here with armed resistance, which kindled a rebellion 
all through the north of England, fanned by the monks, who 
were thus threatened with the loss of their possessions; a 
rebellion which was not easily trod out, Carlisle castle having 
been actually attacked by the rebels. Trod out it was, and 
we have a letter from King Henry VIL to the Duke of 
Norfolk which closes with the hutory of the Priory of 
Lanercost. 

"Finally, forasmuch as all these troubles hare ensued by the solicitation 
and traitorous conspiracyes of the monkes and chanons of these parties, wa 
desire and pray you. that your repaire to Salleye Hezam Newminister Leoner- 
deooste ( Lanercost ) Siunt Agathe, and all such other places as hare made any 
manner of resistence or in anywise conspired or kept their houses with any force 
you shall without pitie or circumstance, now that our banner is displayed cause 
all the monks and channons that be in anywise faultie, to be tyed uppe without 
further dolay or ceremoney to the terrible example of others ; whercdn we thinka 
you shall doo unto us high senrice." 

The prior of Hexham is said to have been ** tied up '' over 
his own gate. He of Lanercost, John Robyson by name, bad 
better luck, and appears from the Valor Ecclesiasticus to have 
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becone rector of Aikton — a piece of preferment over wbich 
tfae Priory liad some rights. As for the canons, they probably 
got small pensions and went adrift. 

The Pnory, tibus rudely disestabUshed and disendowed, was 
of the order of Austin Canons, or Black Canons, belonging 
to the same order as St. Mary's Priory at Carlisle, widi whk£ 
it kept up some connection. The members of the order held 
a somewnat intermediate position between the regular and 
secular clergy, being not so much monks as a community of 
parish jmests living under rule. Their garb consisted of a 
long black cassock, with rochet above it, and a black cloak and 
liood over all. Though the order had a previous existence, 
yet its rules were first imposed by Pope Innooent II, in 1139. 
Carlisle and Hexham were also priories of this order, and 
Lanercost received priors from booi these places. No list of 
the priors of Lanercost exists, but one m two names appear in 
the chronicle of Lanercost, aind in the register of the bishop 
of Carlisle. In the chronicle of Lanercost, tinder date 1283^ 
we read that John, Prior of Lanercost, resigned, and that a 
-sufficient provision was made for him, and confirmed by the 
seal of Sishop Radulph. On tlie 16th of August in that year, 
^eing the day after the Assumption of the blessed Mary, Simon 
Driffeld was elected prior. The ex-prior, John, or John de 
Oalwythea, died six years after his resignation. Of Simon 
Driffeld'a death nothing is known ; but his successor was Henry 
de Burgh, wbo<lied in 1315, and was succeeded by Robert 
Meaburn. Bum and iNicbolson, on the authority of the 
ohronide «f Lanercost, state prior Burgh to have been a great 
poet. We have not suooeeded in finding the passage in the 
obronide. William de Sovtkayke* succeeded Meaburn, and 
died in 1337. Then came Johnde Bowethby, and then John 
de Bothecastro, who rested on a pension, and was, in 1354, 
followed by the jovial prior Thomas de Hextoldesham, a cancm 
of Hexham, who was admonished by the bishop of Carlisle on 
liis installation ^^ not to frequent public huntings, or keep so 
large a pack of hounds.*' To him succeeded Ridhard de Rydal, 
a canon of Carlisle. Richard Rydal, in 1360, absented himself 
horn his duly, and Martin de Brampton was appointed by the 
bishqp to fill his place in his absence. About Richard Kydal 

* The Cumberland family of Sontluuk, of Hardrigg Hall, lasted nntil the middle 
of the 17th century, when it ended in John Southa^c, fisq. They bore for arma, 
▲rg. a f eaae danoettae gn., Sn chief arhnnaa heart, piroper, between two nalla, sab. 
meeting in point in the summit of the f esse ; in base a cross croeslet fitcfaee of the 
test. 

Gteat, ant of clouds aaure aoubit ana eMot, TWtedink, the onif u$*f the hand 
holding a human heart ereot» proper. 

there 
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there is some confosioa : a canon of that name was prior of 
Carlisle, and was, in 1374, superseded for n^lecting his duty, 
by Martin de Brampton ; it is impossible that this could have 
-happened at both places. The chartulaiy of Lanercost, which 
must not be confounded with the chronicle, gives the names 
of Simon, John, Thomas, and Walter as the predecessors of 
Prior John de Galwythea. By Bishop Ilutton's register it 
appears that in 1306 a dispensation for bastardy was granted 
for William de Southayke, one of the canons, the Komish 
Church being very strict in requiring her officials to be bom 
in holy wedlock. It is to be observed that the bishop of 
Carlisle confirmed the election of a prior, that he personally 
received their resignations, and if be did not personally install 
a new prior, he sent a commission to someone to do it — ^in one 
instance to the vicar of Brampton. The oath taken by a new 
prior was one of obedience to the bishop of Carlisle. On 
one occasion the canons had a dispute about the eIectio]\ of a 
prior, the bishop of Carlisle was appealed to, and heard 
arguments pro and con, and decided between the two rival 
claimants, in favour of Richard Rydal. After Prior Rydal 
we know the names of none of his successors except Jrrior 
William, until we come to Prior John Robyson, the last prior 
of Lanercost. 

The releases mentioned before, as in the possession of the 
Dean and Chapter of Durham, have appended to them the seal 
of the Priory. The seal itself is engraved in Surtees's History 
of Durham, vol. I, plate 12, and also in Hodgson's Morthum- 
berland. The seal is in shape a vesica, about two inches and 
a quarter long. Upon it is a figure of Mary Magdalene, 
holding a palm branch in her right hand, and something in 
her left, which cannot, owing to its damaged condition, be 
made out. Two branches, bearing what may be either blossoms 
or fruit, grow on either side of the figure ; in the upper part of 
the seal, right and left, are placed respectively a crescent (the 
horns pointing upwards) and a star or star-fish of five points. 
The legend on the seal is 

CAPITLI SANCT£ 
MARIJE MADALBNJE DB LANERCOST. 

Religious houses generally used on their seals the figure of 
their patron saint, as we have just seen in the case of this 
Priory, and not unfrequently also their coats of arms. This 
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Priory does not do so. Tanner, in bis Notida, gives as, on 
the authority of a manuscript in the Ashmoleon at Oxford, 
the arms of this Priory as ^^or, two flanefaes gules.** Why 
they used this coat does not appear. The arms adopted by a 
religious house were generally those of its founders, or an 
adaptation thereof. 

Afier the disolution of the Priory, King Henry VIII, by 
letters patent, dated 22nd November, in the 34th year of his 
reign, granted to Thomas Dacre of Lanercost, commonly 
called Dacre the Bastard, in consideration of his true and 
faithful services, all that the house and site of the late monas- 
tery or Priory of Lanercost, also a water-mill near to the site 
of the said Priory, and two houses, one at Taiihouse and the 
other at Stonehouse, and also certain closes of land, all in 
Lanercost or Lanercost parish, ^* and saving and excepting out 
*^ of the said grant the parish church of Lanercost and the 
<* churchyard thereof, and the mansion-house called Uttergate, 
<< with the stable, granary, and garden thereto belonging, for 
^^ the dwelling of the curate or vicar, to have to the said Thomas 
^^ Dacre and the heirs male of his body lawfully begotten, or 
*^ to be begotten, for ever, and to hold of the King in capite by 
'*the service of the twentieth part of a knight*s fee, rendering 
*' for the same to the king 98. yearly." This was in fact a grant 
of the demesne lands of the priory. 

King Edward VI, in more comprehensive letters patent, of 
the 28th June, in the sixth year of his reign, gpranted to the 
same Thomas Dacre the Bastard, all the rectories and churches 
of Lanercost, Grenesdale, Farelam, Lasingby, Brampton, 
and Irthington, and the chapel of Walton, their advowsons and 
patronage, and all the tithes of com, grain, sheaves, and other 
things on those places belonging to the Priory, and all the 
houses, lands, and tithes belonging to these rectories and the 
chapel of WaJton ; also a water mill in Walton, and all the 
property of the Priory in Walton, Thomey Moor, Withehill, 
Wall, Dosecite, Burtnolme Banks, St. Mary, Holme, Walt- 
holme, Irthing, Ring, Brampton, Haverben, Denton, and 
Carlisle, and also the rent of 9s., reserved by the letters patent 
of Henry VIII. ; and also all isirs, markets, courts leet, views 
of frankpledge, waifs, estrays, goods of felons and fugitives, 
and of felons themselves and persons put in exigent, deodands, 
and other jurisdictions in all the places beforementioned, to 
have and to hold to the said Thomas Dacre, knight, his heirs 
and assigns for ever, to be holden of the king in capite by the 
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service of the fortieth part of a kni^faf a fee, rendering for the 
same £55 : ITs. 7d. to the king^, nig heire and successors, for 
all rents, services, and demands. This Thomas Dacre, in 
Che year 1559, converted some of the Priory biuldings into a 
dwelling-house. He caused the following verses to be placed 
in one of the windows : — 

Mille et qningeDtos ad quinquaginia ooTamqae 
Adjtoe, et hoc anoo, condidit isttid op«i 
Thomas Daker equea, aedam qui prinraa, in iataniy 
Yeaerat, extinota religione loci. 
H»o Edwardus ei dederat, deroTermt ante 
HeoricOB longe premia militia 

Many of the county historians seem to think these lines are a 
mistsuLC, in that there were two distinct grants to the Dacres, 
one by Henry VIII. and the other by Edward VL It is 
probable that Dacre knew more about the matter than we do. 
In all probability Henry VIII. promised Dacre the whole of 
the possessions of the Monastery, and actually granted to him 
only the demesne lands, the complete grant being made 
afterwards by Edward VI. In the Recoid Office there has 
recently been found a memorandum of a suit or petition by 
Thomas Dacre to Edward VI, in the year 1552, about 
Lanercost, and this memorandum, when looked into, will 
doubtless explain the difficulty. This Thomas Dacre carried 
the bar sinister over his coat of arms, and founded the line of 
Dacres of Lanercost. Roman Catholic writers have laboured 
to shew that the possession of church property has been a 
curse, and that the families to whom it has been given speedily 
became extinct. Whether or not they in this case mistake the 
** post hoc" for the ^< propter hoc " it is not now for us to 
determine. Dacres of Lanercost form no exception to the 
rule. The last Dacre of Lanercost died without male issue ; 
the site of the Priory and demesne lands reverted to the 
Crown, and were until lately under lease to the Earls of 
Carlisle, who have recently purchased them. The estates 
comprised in the second letters patent, being eranted to the 
heirs general of Thomas Dacre the Bastaro, went to his 
descendants in the female line, the Applebys of Kirklington, 
who very hesitatingly took the name of Dacre. I'he site of 
the parish church and the uttergate or parsonage remained 
vested in the Crown, and the Woods and Forests, some years 
ago, aided in their restoration; but before restoration the 
buildings were allowed to fiill into extreme squalor ; the very 
vai^lts were open to heaven, and^ according to some writers, 
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the corpses were exposed to view — one in particular, that of a 
venerable man with a lon^ white beard, is mentioned as beings 
visible. The following advertisement, taken from the Newcastle 
papers, speaks to the neglect with which the place was 
treated : — 

''Whereas some eril-diBposed person did sometime this epring enter intv 
the minons part of Lanercost Church or Priorj, and did felonionsly take away 
from out of a Tanlt in the said Church a lead coffin, which contained the remains 
of Lord William Dacre, Knight of the Garter. A reward often guineas on the 
oonyiction of the offenders. 

"Naworth Castle, 9th May, 1776." 

At a later period the local volunteers were wont to practise 
-with ball at the ruins. 

Our readers may be interested in a brief account of the 
property of the rriory as it was valued in the days of 
Henry VIII., in the Valor Ecclesiasticus : — the Priory was 
by no means a rich one; its total annual gross income was 
then about £79 : 19s., which was, however, a larger income in 
value than such a sum would be at this day. This was re- 
duced by certain outgoings to £77 : Us. Id. The income was 
derived from two sources — the spiritualities of the Priory and 
the temporalities. The spiritualities arose in this way — De 
Vallibus and other benefactors had given the Priory certain 
churches — that b, the patronage of these churches, by virtue 
of which the Priqry appointed the rectors. Gradually the 
Priory, by consent of the bishop, the pope, and of itself as 
patron, appointed itself the rector, that is, appropriated the 
great tithes, and appointed a vicar to do the duty, who re- 
ceived only the small tithes. This was a common practice, and 
its evils were so manifest that Acts of Parliament were passed 
compelling the ^^ appropriators " to sufficiently endow the 
vicars. In some cases, however, no vicar was endowed, but 
a mere incumbent was appointed, while the appropriator took 
all the tithes, as at Lanercost, where the parish church was, 
however, the priory chapel. On the destruction of the reli- 
gious houses, the income thus diverted from parish purposes 
to the support of the monastic appropriators was not allowed 
to revert to its original destination, but lay persons, by favour 
of or purchase from the king, stepped into the shoes of the 
religious houses and became '^ lay impropriators." 

The items which composed the spiritualities of the Priory 
of Lanercost were thus made up :• — 
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The Rectory of Lanercost, vorth yearlj, in wool, 

lambs, food, and milk, and Easter offering ... £11 U 6 

Com titheg of Walton 3 3 4 

„ King and Irding 6 

„ Brampton •• ... 5 

„ Irthington i 

„ Laaingby 6 13 4 

„ Grjnsdale 4 

„ Farlam 2 

„ Hitford 10 

Total of the Bpiritnalities per annum ... £5i 8 2 

These spiritualities were mostly included in the second grant 
to Thomas Dacre, who sold some of them to the Howards, 
but others to this day remain in the Appleby Dacres, as lay 
impropriators. 

It may be interesting to consider narrowly some of these 
items forming the spiritualities of the Priory, as we can then 
judge of the mischief and destruction done by the Scotch. 
Walton Church was, of course, originally a rectory, but was 
appropriated to the Priory of Lanercost, and the vicar endowed 
with all the altarage. The Priory however, soon appropriated 
the vicarage and its profits, and had the duty performed by 
one of their own canons. The living of Walton was, there- 
fore, (until a recent act, whiqh made all perpetual curates 
Parliamentary vicars), merely a perpetual curacy, as was that 
of. Lanercost, where the duty was similarly provided for. In 
the valuation of Pope Nicholas, W*alton is estimated as worth 
£50 a year ; but the Scottish inroads so damaged it, that its 
value was reduced in the days of Henry VIII. to the sum set 
down above. Grynsdale was also wholly appropriated to the 
Priory, and served by one of their canons. Of Irthington, 
Brampton, and Farlam the Priory received the emoluments 
and appointed the vicars, whom they were bound by deeds made 
between them and the bishop of Carlisle to endow with cer- 
tain portions of the profits. At the time of Pope Nicholas's 
valuation, the Priory received annually from Irthington £10, 
and from Brampton £18, which the Scottish troubles reduced' 
to nothing, and to £1. Of Lazonby the Priory was also 
appropriator, by gift from Sir Hugh de Morville, who also 
gave them Grynsdale. King and Irding appear to have had 
no places of worship, and the wooden chapel at Triermain, 
mentioned in the grant of De Vallibus, had long ceased to- 
exist. The Priory was also the appropriator of Over Denton, 
and at one time derived an income therefrom, which the Scots 
annihilated. The church of Nether Denton was claimed by 
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both this priory and the priory of Wethendl, and a dispute 
arose, which continued until the pope's leeate intervened, 
gave the nomination of the vicar to the bishop of Carlisle, 
and divided the emoluments between the claimants, assigning 
two marks and a half to each annually. This source of 
income, it would seem, the Scots also aestroyed. We can 
thus judge how much the spiritualities of the Priory had 
dwindled in the days of Henry VIII, though they were then 
by no means at their lowest ebb. Similar reasons had, 
doubtless, operated on the temporalities, which were in the 
year 1636 tnus made up : — 

Land and Rents in the Village of Walton ,.£6 2 

Do. and a Tenement at Thornemoor .. 13 

Do. do. Whitehylle 1 2 U 

Do. Barthofane and Walle 4 10 

Landi in Banks and St. Mar/i Holme .. •. 4 10 6 

A Tenement called Herkshew 1 10 

Rents in different Hamlets, and Carlisle, Irding, and 

King 2 4 

The Demesne Lands of the Priory (20 Aeres of Arable 

Land) 10 

A Grain Mill within the precints of the Priory . . 10 

A Water Mill near Walton 16 8 

A Grange in Warthcoleman, with 20 Aeres In the 

hands of the Prior 10 

A Grange at Sewjnese, with 14 Acres .. .. 18 4 

Total £28 10 

Spiritualities 61 8 2 

Total Gross Income .. £79 18 11 

The small acreage of the demesne lands of the Priory 
corroborates our remarks on the word ^^ landa " and the extent 
of the donations of De Vallibus. 

The annual outgoings were — 

To the Bishop of Carlisle for Synodals - • ..£080 
Tathe Bishop of Carlisle for Triennial Visitations, 

21s. 4d., or per annum 7 1 

To the Vicar of Lajsynby for two Skeps of Oatmeal 12 
To Salary of Bailiffs, John Hadryntgon and Matthew 

Sterenson 100 

£2 7 1 

So that the total net income of the Priory, at its dissolution, 
was but £77: lis. lOd. per annum* Certain items of 
property, which early beneractors had bestowed on them, do 
not appear in this account, which was made in the 26th year 
of the reign of Henry VIIL, and is in the First^Fruit office. 
The tithes of venison, deer, and fox skins, had probably, 
with many other rights over the diminished forests of the 
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barony of De Vallibos, become worthless, as cultiration in- 
creased, and waste lands came mider the plough. The 
decadence of villainaf^e had long, prior to this, set free the 
ofl^pring of Jeffrey Pitch and his co-villains ; but how is it 
that saltpans at Burgh and the free nets in Eden are not 
mentioned ? Possibly some great baron had annexed them, 
when the priory was too poor to show fight, or they might 
possibly be unproductive at the time of valuation. Apparently 
some landed propertv had also vanished, as will be seen on a 
comparison of the list of benefactions given in the county 
histories with the above valuation, and with a somewhat 
different one taken from the Augmentation office in the 28th 
Henry VIII., and in our appendix. In its early and more 
flourishing days, the Priory did a little encroachment on its 
own account ; for about the year 1220 we find the"" Bishop of 
Carlisle compelling it to give up to the abbey of Holm 
Cultram, some rents at Burgh, which it had acquired by 
*^ uncanonical means." 

We have shown the destination of the spiritual and temporal 
possessions of the Priory on its dissolution. The foUowins^ 
extract, taken from an account of Naworth castle, will give 
some clue to what became of the internal fittings of the church 
and consecrated buildings, so far as the Scots had spared them* 
The author is speaking of Belted Will's chapel m Naworth 
castle: — 

" The Chspel or Oratory was situated near the librarr at the top of the tower, 
and contained seTeral interettin||^ remaios. It was fitted ap with plain waintcoat, 
painted red, and ornamented with escalop shells and cross crosslets, armorial 
devices of the Daores and Howards. There were also the fragments of what is 
snppased to hare been the rich screen of the rood-loft, or part of the reredos of 
the altar of Lanereost priorj charch, consisting of carved ornaments, of pierced 
work, richly painted and ffiltt nailed ap on the walls of the apartment. On the 
altar were several fibres In white marble, aboat a foot in height, sculptured in 
alto-relievo, and which were of considerable value. They represented the descent 
of the Holy Spirit, an abbess holding a sword attending on a crowned personage 
falling on a sword, St. George and the Draffon, Judas saluting his Master with 
a kiss, St. Cuthbert carrving the head of St. Oswald, &c. It is probable that 
they were brought from tne adjacent monasterv of Lanereost at its dissolution. 
Above the altar was a large painting on wood, twelve feet in width by three 
feet eight inches, representing the passion of our Lord.** 

From this we may be right in supposing that the Priory 
was fitted up with considerable splendour. We know firom 
the deposition of Prior William that the windows in the church 
and refectory were fitted with glass at a date some two hundred 
years before it was at all common in the mansions of great 
nobles, and when it must have been either imported from 
France^ 4Mr French workmen imported to make it, as was done 
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at Hexham ; the French artizans employed to fill the windows 
of Hexham abbey with g^lass, in all probability visited Laner- 
cost, after staying at Hexham. 

Turn we now to consider the architectural features presented 
by the buildings and ruins now standing. Taking a general 
view of the interesting architectural features presented by the 
buildings now remaining, the conclusion is forced upon our 
minds, that there is a gradual progression of style in the 
buildings, as if the monks had improved in their designs as 
they proceeded. This gradual increase of ornamentation 
appears to have commenced with the choir and to have 
proceeded with occasional breaks westward, culminating in the 
west front. One does not find at Lanercost an aisle added at 
one date or a transept at another, but there is a gradual 
progression of the style, which seems, commencing at the very 
Early Transitional door on the south side, and moving round 
the east end of the building, to glide gradually from the 
Early Transitional style, through the very early English, to 
the perfect early English style in the west front ; rude spays 
give way, as one moves round, to more ornate mouldings, and 
these again are replaced by others more richly decorated with 
dog-tooth ornaments, the difference in the dates of the styles 
being about 70 or 80 years. The probability is, that the 
buildings took that time fully to complete ; that at the 
consecration, in the year 1 169, only a small or temporary portion 
of the Priory was built, covering, doubtless, the site of the high 
east altar, or else a second consecration would have been necess- 
ary, of which we find no trace in history. We may conjecture 
that great part, if not all, of the original erection was at the 
time of consecration, in 1 169, built of wood : we know that 
the neighbouring chapel of Triermain was wholly built of 
that material. It would seem that the canons, as they grew 
wealthier, in part rebuilt and greatly added to their original 
building, availing themselves of every new development of 
the style as it arose. Apparently they proceeded in this 
beautifying progress, first from west to east, and then from 
east to west ; tne south wall of the nave appears to be the 
most ancient part of the building, while the west window is 
the most modem and finished. This view is corroborated by 
the evidence of prior William. He speaks of the building of 
the church in terms which would be applied to one continuous 
act, such as we have described ; says it was built in the Ume 
of Henry [I, (by which he must mean begun to be built), and 
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that the arms of Vauz and Multon, their founders* were on 
the west window " since the building of the church." These 
arms would, from the indications we have described, be almost 
the last things put in the church, and if heraldry can assign a 
date to them, we can approximate to the date of the completion 
of the church. Now, no M ulton appears as a benefactor to 
the Priory before Maud or Matilda V'aux, the heiress of the 
Vaux, who married Thomas de Multon, an event which took 
place about 80 years after the foundation in 1169 by 
L)e Vallibus. Previous to this marriage there could be no 
reason for the Priory doing honour to the Multons, by putting 
up their shield of arms in a place of honour, but after it, when 
a Multon reigned over Gilsland, and was a benefactor to the 
Priory, there was every reason. We may, then, conclude that 
the way in which the church was built and decorated, as shown 
by the architectural features, was a gradual building and 
beautifying, extending from the days of De Vaux, to after the 
time when the Multons became lords of Gilsland. Outside, 
on the west front, may be noticed the arms of Dacre, and also 
those of Dacre quartering Vaux, Multon, and Morville. If 
these shields were inserted when the west front was first com- 
pleted, its completion could not have taken place until there 
was male issue of the marriage, in 1317, of Margaret de 
Multon With Ralph Dacre, entitled to bear the quarterings 
mentioned. But these shields appear to be subsequent in- 
sertions, and in fact the upper portion of the west front 
appears to have been extensively repaired. William de DacrCi 
the next successor, after Margaret de Multon, to the barony of 
Gilsland, did not come of age until 1375, and he was the first 
person entitled to bear the arms quartered as above. I'he 
prior, in his deposition, also mentions ^' the old arms of the 
king of England," in allusion to the fact that in 1340 the 
kings of England altered their arms by quartering with their 
golden leopards the blue shield of France, semi-de-lis in token 
of their claim to that crown : thus we have proof that the west 
window — and therefore, for the reasons we have stated, the 
whole building — was completed at a date anterior to 1340* 
It now remains to solve the question of why the arms of Scrope 
were placed in the windows of the church and refectory, in 
the central and most honourable position. The prior does not 
mention a Scrope as founder, nor does the name of Scrope 
appear in the list of benefactors of the Priory. To what then 
is the position held by the Scrope arms due ? The mention, in 
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connection with the Scrope arms, of Kirkoswald, whose castte 
and manor had come by successive heiresses through the 
Estutovilles or Stutovillcs to the Monrilles and Multons, 
inclines one to look for the reason in that direction, for 
Kirkoswald formed subsequently a quarr}% from which 
Haworth castle, and probably Lanercost, received rich orna- 
mental additions. W e can find in the county histories no trace of 
any Scrope eminent in Cumberland at this period, but we find 
that in the third year of King John, William Stutoviile and 
Phillip Escrope were sheriffs of Westmorland This Phillip 
Escrope appears in the Scrope and Grosvenor*s roil as having 
two daughters, his co-heiresses, one of whom married a 
Willardley, and the other Walter de Staxton, both dying 
without issue. They executed, circa 1205, a deed of settle- 
ment, to which Ralph de Multon was a witness. The roll 
shows us no Scrope holding office in the north in the 13th 
century, but the Scrope arms appear to have been plentifully 
emblazoned in all the churches and religious houses in the 
north. Sir Nicholas Middleton deposed that **he had seen 
*^ the arms in old glass windows, and painted on walls in many 
*^ abbeys, churches, and chapels in the countv of York and 
<^ Richmond, and at Appleby, Carlisle, and Bolton." 

Returning, after this digression, to the consideration of the 
buildings and ruins. Like most other Augustine abbeys, we 
find Lanercost placed in a valley; it i» beautifully situate on the 
north side of the valley of the river Irthing, in a commanding 
position, whence two long reaches of water lead the eye to the 
Itoman Stations of Nether Denton and of Walton, one lying 
eastwards and the other westwards. So accurately stands 
Lanercost in the line of the Koman Stations on the wall, that 
it has been conjectured to be the site of Petriana, one of the 
missing Roman Stations ; however, be that as it may, the site 
is certainly well chosen, with its fertile lawn lying to the 
south-west, and with the river close at hand. 

If we enter the ancient round-headed gateway, whose ruins 
still form a picturesque feature in the landscape, and figure so 
prominently in views of the place, we find before us the noble 
west front of the Priory, the lawn before it still retaining its 
character. Before going further, let us examine the plan and 
general arrangements of the buildings. The Priory con- 
sisted of a cruciform church, the transepts with eastern aisles 
opening into them. The nave, as at Bolton abbey and 
Brinkburn, had no aisle on the south side. The conventual 
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buildings were placed on the south side of the chuvch, and 
the prior*8 lodge at the south-west angle, an arrangement 
usually found in the priories of this order, as, for instance, at 
Carlisle and Hexham. West of the church and of tbe con« 
ventual buildings stands an old border tower, which had 
possibly an outer court, connecting it with the Priory. To the 
west again of this, stood the gatehouse with porter's lodge, 
and on each side of it remains, extending from the gatehouse, 
indicate the position of stables, barn, and building connected 
with the Priory farm. A wall, portions of which are still 
standing, surrounded the outer boundaries of the monastery. 

The greater portions of the buildings now remaining are of 
the very best period of the Early English, or first pointed 
architecture of the I3th century ; we can see at once that little 
of the^stiucture was raised in 1 169, the year of the consecration. 
Examination, however, shows that a comprehensive plan had 
been made from the first, which was carried out by degrees, as 
funds came in, and time permitted ; for we find the early base 
course of transitional date, extending along the south wall of 
the church, round the south transept, as fiir as the chancel 
aisle, where it terminates. The lower portion of the transept 
walls, and those of the south side of the church, are also of 
transitional character, with flatpillaster-like buttresses spring- 
ing from the base course. These walls contain three fine 
doorways, simple in detail, but bold in character — the most 
western one, a circular arched doorway of one square order, 
while of the other two, one is a fine early example of the use 
of the pointed arch: all three have detached shafts with 
capitals, which are good specimens of simple conventual 
carving. The conventual buildings on the east of the cloister 
garth, are also of this date, as proved by the fact that the early 
base moulding returns in their direction ; the ancient transitional 
doorway, we find inserted at the end of the north aisle, may 
probably have been the doorway leading to the cemetery, or even 
to the chapter^house itself. The masonry of this early work 
differs in its uniformity from that of the rest and later portion 
of the buildings, and is of grey freestone, each stone dressed 
and squared, and of unmistakeable Roman character, obtained, 
most probably, from the adjacent remains of the Roman wall 
or camp. The transitional walling is carried up, on the south 
side, as high as the string course of the naves ; above that, 
the character of the work changes. As the history of the 
Priory gives no account of any attack by the Soots about 

this 



Digitized by 



Google 



L24 • I^anereom Frio^ 

diis period, we may conclude that the monks, havinfif fint 
- erected over the altar a wooden or other temporary chapel, 
proceeded with care and at leisure to build their Priory ; thai 
when they had completed a portion of the north side of the 
church and of the conventual building and bad probably put 
in the foundations of the remaining parts, their funds ran short, 
or some other reason put a temporary stop to their operations* 
After the year 1250, the abbey uas considerably enriched. 
The last of the Vaux family, an heiress, married into the 
Muttons; and they, already a wealthy and powerful family, 
gave rich gifts to the Priory. We see from history, and from 
the building itself, that this must have been one of the most 
flourishing periods of the Priory's history. Evidently the 
monks were enabled to push their work with renewed energy; 
and, warned by their previous inability to complete the whole 
buiding at one effort, they built only the choir and eastern 
portion of the church and completed the cloister, the south 
and west sides of which are of this date. As the Priory 
increased in wealth, the nave was completed from the choir 
westwards, increasing in richness as the work went on, and 
culminating in the beautiful west front. Naturally, in days of 
vigorous architectural progress and life, between the first 
stoppage and the subsequent renewal of work, a change of 
style had taken place, of which the Freemasons would give 
the prior and canons the most minute particulars and the most 

£ractical aid in carrying out, while the intercourse kept up 
etween one monastery and another would spur them up to 
rival their neighbours in perfecting the new style ; thus we 
can see the work actually progressing in lateness of style, 
taking up the newer fashion as it proceeds. We can see the 
change, perhaps most markedly* in the clerestory, where from 
groups of almost transitional boldness and simplicity, it 
changes, keeping the same contour and proportion, to the more 
delicate mouldings and treatment of the Early English style, 
with here and there a foliated capital introduced, whose rareness 
adds to its beauty ; at one place we find the nail-head, and 
further on, in the same arcading of the clerestory, the perfected 
dog-tooth ornament. One can almost fancy the monks at 
work ; possibly the prior has been on a visit to Carlisle or 
Hexham, and returns to his priory eager with the news of 
what is going on at the neighbouring priories— may be to tell 
them how the exquisite msles at Carlisle are being erected, 
bow wondrously fair and delicately wrought they are, what 
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slender shafts, curiously wrought mouldings, and new orna- 
ments they display ; possibly some wandering Freemason visits 
the Priory, and shows to the admiring monks how easily the 
little, square, and simple nail-head ornament is expanded, cut 
into four delicate leaves, and becomes what we now term the 
dog-tooth ; or, again, some clever carver, passing that way, 
perhaps in gratitude for shelter received, chisels for them, shall 
we say, that beautiful corbel in the nave, or other specimen of 
his craft ; nay, it is not impossible that some of the workmen 
from Carlisle visited Lanercost to assist in the completion of 
the wcht front. 

The work in Lanercost abounds in mason*s marks. It 
would be curious to know if any similar ones could be found 
at Carlisle or Hexham. Both, however, have been restored, 
and the mason's marks have, for the most part, disappeared. 
As the work at Lanercost gets later in date, we find a good 
deal of red sandstone mixed with the stone taken from the 
Roman Wall, and the dressed work of all the later additions 
is of red sandstone. In the year 1280, Edward L and his 
Queen Eleanor paid their first visit, and we may presume that 
the Priory was in the zenith of its prosperity. Probably 
about this time the Edwardian tower, now added to and con- 
verted into the parsonage, was built. 

The great feature of the Priory, a feature which is now 
blocked up by the inserted window in the nave, is the great 
digtiitv and spaciousness about the choir, which, by its double 
chapels of chancel and transepts, gives almost the sparkling 
effect of a French chevSt. I'he imposing height of the tower, 
so high as hardly to be visible from the interior of the nave, 
must also have added greatly to the effect. The choir is alto- 
gether larger and grander than we should have expected to 
find in monasteries of this order, and extended probably one 
bay into the nave, as we find one of the piers considerably 
larger than the others, which justifies us in supposing that it 
marked the position of the rood loft ; it would be most inter- 
esting, if feasible, to take off the plaster, and see if a doorway 
to the rood screen could be traced. Perhaps, at the time of 
the building being converted into a parish church, the walls 
might have been so bad as to necessitate their being plastered, 
else the appearance of the choir would lead one to suppose 
that they might with better effect have been left alone ; at all 
events, it is much to be regretted that several interesting 
featttres aie burled under this plaster; a. most curioua doorway 
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on the north side to the west of the great north door, the rear 
arches of the two south doors, and a small window opening 
from the conventual buildin^i^s on the south side, are known to 
be hidden. So we may infer that other features are, for the 
present only, we may hope, out of sight. 

A beauty and vivacity has been introduced in the com- 
position by the great variety of parts and detail, no one feature 
being exactly balanced by its counterpart. On one side the 
nave has no aisle ; on the opposite side we find a spacious 
aisle. The transepts vary, but we find the variety most 
strongly marked in the choir, where on the north side we have 
a groined aisle which gives us the three sti^^ of triforium 
and clerestory, and on the south an aisle wim open-timbered 
roof, lofty arches, and no triforium, a difference evidently 
intended by the original design; for the wall on the south 
side is most curiously hung over, to gain the extra thickness 
necessary to carry the clerestory. This same feeling of variety 
is carried through all the details. The capitals of the shafto 
to the west door vary on each side. We may notice too, how 
sparingly foliage carving has been used, and how very beau- 
tiful what has been done is, more especially the corbels in the 
nave ; probably the monks were not rich enough to import 
carvers themselves, and could only occasionally secure the 
services of one. At all events they were well aware of the 
value of carving, where judiciously and sparingly applied, and 
took care to have it beautiful of its kind. The extreme fine- 
ness and multiplicity of mouldings, as instanced in the west 
door, arc unusual in the North of England, where stone is of a 
coarse and gritty nature, and show more than a local influence. 
The design of the choir is very fine indeed ; the massiveaess of 
the pillars give to it great dignity and stability, and the small 
groining shafts and multiplicity of parts lend it delicacy and 
finish. The north end of the north transept is worthy of 
especial notice, nor should the very beautiful clerestory of the 
nave be overlooked. The composition of the west front is very 
fine : the bold projection of the base, the finely recessed door- 
way of five orders, the arcaded gallery above it, and the seven 
lancets alternately pierced, make an imposing front. It is 
curious to notice tnat the west doorway is not in the centre, and 
that the mouldings are formed on a square order, and spring fix>m 
circular capitals. The arcaded gallery is shown in a view by 
Coney, in Dugdale*s Monasticon, with a large cross in the 
centre, with a label over it. This seems to be a later insertion 
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of perpendicular times. The niches in the arcading^ probably 
contained fibres of our Saviour and the Twelve Apostles. 
The niches m the gable contain figures, stated by Lysons to be 
Mary Magdalene and a kneeling monk, but the smaller figure 
seems to be a subsequent insertion ; the drapery of the figure 
is good. It is evident, however, that this portion of the west 
front has been rebuilt, of which more anon. We must not fail 
here to call attention to the beauties of the gatehouse, which 
probably contained a porter's lodge on the north side. The 
archway has been groined, and over it and the porter's lodge 
were probably two rooms. The corbels supporting the groin- 
ing, two only of which remain, are beautiful specimens of what 
stone carving ought to be, French rather than English in 
feeling, simple, delicate, with every line of leaf defined. 

We shall endeavour now to give an idea of what the 
arrangements of the Priory were, in its best days. Commencing 
with the gatehouse, the buildings, traces of whose foundations 
remain on the north and south, appear probably to have been 
a grain mill within the precincts, and the stabling and other 
accomodation required by a priory of rank sufficient to en- 
tertain royalty. Amost facing the gatehouse stood the Priory, 
with its cross on the north-west side, where possibly pubUe 
preachings were occasionally delivered, and not improbably 
buying and selling took place. On entering the church by 
the west door, we find ourselves in the nave, the only portion 
of the church free to the public, who were screened firom the 
chancel by the rood screen with its loft over it, whence were 
read the epistle and gospel of the day. On the south side 
was a door leading to the cloisters, and on the north a door 
leading to the lawn ; the other two cloister doors led to the 
choir; these doors were used for the processions in great 
ceremonies. On the north, to the west of the great north 
door, is a smaller door, now hidden: it is a simple early 
pointed arched doorway of two chamfered orders, the outside 
to the church, showing that it led to some inner chamber, it 
may possibly have been to a baptistery, or, as at Durham, to a 
strong room for merchants' goods ; its situation however would 
be an exposed place for such a room, and no traces of walls 
are visible on the exterior building, except that the cornice at 
this part slightly varies from the rest ; the base course, how- 
ever, is intact. Beyond the rood we enter the choir, with its 
chapels and altars ; a well designed original piscina remains in 
the chapel ; in the north chancel aisle, in the east wall of the 
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choir, 18 an anmbrey or tabernacle, and a piscina ; portions of 
a piscba and sedilia are still visible in the south wall of the 
choir. Remains of the steps of the choir still exist, also of 
the steps of the sanctuary and to the various chapels. From 
the church, we enter the cloister garth by the door in the west 
wall of the south transept ; and on the north side of this door- 
way may h^ noticed the stoup. Beyond the doorway, we find 
ourselves in the ambulatory, of which no traces now remain, 
except the corbels in the north wall of the church and the 
west wall of the cloister, for supporting the timbers of the roof; 
on the east side of the cloister, and adjoining the south transept, 
was no doubt a slype or passage, leading to the canon's 
cemetery, situated at the east end of the church. This slype 
was probably afterwards used as a sacristy, and the later door- 
way made into it; beyond would be the vestibule to the 
chapter- douse, and to the east of that, the chapter-house itself; 
beyond the vestibule would probably be staircases leading to 
the dormitories, which apparently were not cellared under, but 
which still would be raised above the level of the ground. 
On the south side of the cloisters is to be found early cellarage, 
with two doorways to it from the cloisters, and one from it 
to an outer yard. The west side of the cloister was also filled 
up with cellarage of an early date. . One portion, now used as 
dairy, is a most charming specimen of a very simple groined 
apjirtment, with plain chamfered ribs, springing from moulded 
corbels, each corbel differing slightly. Soutli was the prior's 
lodge, and over this cellarage was probably the parlour and 
library, and a hall for entertaining their guests. '1 his portion 
was afterwards converted by the Dacres into a dwelling-house* 
Westward, we have already mentioned, was a tower with 
possibly an outer court. This tower would be used as a 
means of defence and refuge, and as a lodging for guests of 
distinction ; it might probably have been built by the order of 
Edward I, as it is recorded that at Ford, near Noreham, he 
ordered three solemn rooms of refuge to be built. This tower 
is shown, in an old engraving by Sparrow, in 1775, to have 
been connected with the west front of the Priory, by a structure 
which seems to have been a modern addition, of about that 
date. On the west side of the tower we see remains of early 
work in the present barn, so that in all probability there was an 
outer court, fitted with various necessary offices : on the east 
side of the prior's lodge we may trace remains of a wall 
enclosing a small yard. A few years later than the date we 
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liave fixed as the ^enith of the PrioryV prosperity misfortunes 
•commenced ; in 1291 the Scotch oame and burnt the con- 
ventual buildings, but not the church; and again in 1296-7 
they mutilated and plundered the place. We may conclude 
that the western portion of the cellarage, adjoining the prior's 
lodge, was destroyed in the burning, and rebuilt m the later 
style, about the time of Edward I. second visit, in 1307 ; 
we find that the groming, shafts, and ribs appear to be new. 
Very probably the prior's lodge was also burnt, and not 
rebuilt. From this time the Priory went firom bad to worse, 
and was, as we are expressly told, reduced by king David 
into nothingness. Archbishop Bowet's letter in 1409, asking 
for aid for the unfortunate place, gives a sad account of the 
state of the Priory — their buildings in ruins and burnt, and 
their lands uncultivated. History has little more to tell us ; 
but on examining the building we find traces of king David's 
visit, and the subsequent repairs. It seems probable that at 
his visit most of the buildings with wooden roofs were destroyed 
by fire ; that thus the nave, its roof, the wooden roof over the 
south chancel aisle, and the roof of the choir itself perished ; 
that the central tower was mutilated; that the conventual 
building on the west of the cloister, which bears signs of two 
or three re-buildings, was reduced to ruins ; and that perhaps 
the detached tower or guest-house alone withstood the attacks. 
We find that after this date many repairs took place, and that 
under the influence of the Dacres, who, it will be remembered, 
came into possession of the estates by marriage in 1317, the 
sun of prosperity once more shone for a brief time on the 
Priory. It is evident that, under the protection and the help of 
the Dacres, the upper portion of the west front was rebuilt, 
and the arms of Dacre, and also of Dacire quartering Vaux, 
Multon, and Morville, were inserted ; showing that as the first 
Dacre who was entitled to these Arms, Willismi de Dacre, the 
first successor to the Barony after Margaret de Multon, did 
not come of age until 1375, the rebuilding of the west front 
could not have been before that date, and from the internal 
evidence of the building itself^ probably much later. At this 
time also the upper portion of the tower was rebuilt in the 
then prevailing style, the Third Pointed or Perpendicular, 
and finished in the interior with flat wooden roof, the interior 
walls of dressed stone work being cambered, or built with an 
inclination upwards to receive it. The exterior of the tower 
was finished with battlements ; on the north and south sides of 
it are remains of the weathering of a high-pitched roof; on 
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the east and west are none, leading us to infer that sa£EcienC 
of the ancient high-pitched roof of the transepts remained for 
restoration, but that those of the choir and nave, being in ruins, 
were rebuilt in the low-^pitched carved wood roof of the then 
prevailing style, and finished with embattlements. The Priory 
must after this have increased in prosperity, for we find that, 
apparently to suit the more ornate ritual of the day, or perhaps 
from the introduction of stained glass, more light was required 
on the high altar, and the monks tried, first economically, to 
widen one of the windows on the south side, and finding that 
improvement insufiScient, inserted a larger Perpendicular win- 
dow on the north side, probably by the help of the Dacres, 
whose badge, the escalop shell, appears over it. It is curious 
that a similar alteration, the insertion of a larger Perpendicular 
window near the high altar, a fashion, we believe, derived 
from France, was made at Carlisle Cathedral ; and we cannot 
but regret that, in the restoration of the cathedral, this was 
not retained, as by its destruction a page of the cathedral 
history has been lost Doubtless the windows of the chapel 
at the east of the north transept were inserted by the Humphrey 
or Hugh Lord Dacre, Lord Warden of the Marshes in the 
reign of Richard IL, probably under the influence of his 
wife, the Mabel Parr, who sleeps beside him under the 
altar-tomb of that chapel. The chapel on the south side of 
the chancel was restored and re-roofed by the Dacres, judging 
from the fsict that their badge appears on the corbels carrying 
the roof-timbers ; and the window might have been inserted 
by the puissant Thomas Lord Baron Dacre of Gilsland, the 
representative of the great families of Multon and Vaux, and 
in the right of his wife Elizabeth of Greystoke, Baron of 
Greystoke, Greymethorpe, and Wemme. lie commanded at 
Flodden Field, and died in 1526, the 17th year of King Henry 
VIII; his is the magnificent altar-tomb which stands in the 
archway between the south chapel and the choir, exquisite in 
design and cunning in workmanship, carved over with the 
arms of all his various baronies, and still a study for lovers of 
heraldry. It seems probable that as long as there was life in 
the Priory a constant series of improvements were being made, 
up almost to the date of the dissolution in 1536, for the win- 
dows in the chapel on the south side are little earlier than that 
date* The buildings at the west of the cloister were also at 
some time or other restored, perhaps divided into a library, 
and work rooms of various kinds, as we find the remains of 
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sevend fireplaces, too niimeroiis for one room. The buildings 
on the west side have a still further history attached to them, 
having, when they came into the possession of the Dacres, in 
1539, been converted into a dwelUng-house, as we ascertain 
by the inscription before quoted, now in the east end window 
of the church, but stated by Dr. Todd, in his MSS.« to have 
been originally in the banqueting hall. The alterations were 
commenced by Sir Thomas Dacre the bastard, and carried on 
by his successor, Sir Christopher Dacre, as we learn by the 
inserted fireplace in the hall, bearing his initials C. D., and 
the date 1586. The alteration seems to have been effected in 
this wise — the various rooms comprising the west front of the 
cloister were thrown into a laree hall, and new windows 
inserted ; the fire-places seem originally to have been on the 
west side of the hall, and to have been done away with, and a 
grand open fire-place inserted in the centro of the east wall. 
This apartment would be used as a reception hall and a 
banqueting hall on great occasions ; firom it were entered all 
the other rooms of the house. The north end seems to have 
been the dais end, and a small chamber beyond it still retains 
portions of its oak panelling, and a plaster freize to the 
cornice, which is enriched with the arms of the Dacres placed 
at regular intervals; a small staircase in the south-west comer 
of this room, carried in the thickness of the wall, gives access 
to a solar or sleeping apartment above this room. Curiously, 
both this room and that below it have small windows looking 
into the church ; probably these windows are of the date ^ of 
the monk's rule. At the other (the south) end we find remains 
of what probably was the minstrels' gallery, and under it are 
the screens. 1 faese remains consist of massive oak framing, 
grooved out in parts for the panelling, and underneath the 
centre of it, a doorway seems to have acted as a means of 
service from the kitchen. This room has also been sub- 
stantially floored with massive odk beams, which, although 
the floor itself is almost worn through in parts, are still sound, 
and would put to shame the flimsy timbers of a modern house. 
In the time of Christopher Dacre this room must have been 
a fine hall, bein^ about 100 feet in length; although only 
eighteen feet wide in its narrowest part, at the north end it 
widened out considerably. A portion of the decoraUons 
remains, and can be distinguished under the whitewash at the 
north end ; it shows the remains of a bold fi'eize of *^9-^®^^id 
work, consbting of ornaments in circular panels, with a Do^ 
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leaf ornament, all in distemper, on what, now at all eyentv 
shows as a very delicate neutral tint on a white g^und. 
Towards the window the remains of a figure in armour can be 
traced below the freize, indicating and showing that the deco- 
ration was similar to what in earlier times would have been 
wrought in tapestry work, and representing the scenes of 
some minstrel's lay. Traces of the ornament can also be 
distinguished on the under side of the oak beams of the 
windows, and in various other parts of the halL The lower 
portion of the hall would probably be panelled in oak, similar 
to the room at the north end. I'he south portion of the hall 
and the prior's lodge present many curious features; there 
seems to be the remains of a wall to the south of, and near the 
grand fire-place; but the hall could hardly have been so 
divided in the Dacres' time, or else their inserted fire-place 
would have been almost in the corner of the room, and the 
minstrels* gallery cut off : some division for temporary pur- 
poses may have existed ; possibly this may have screened off 
a portion of the hall as a more retired dining room. . We know 
that as early as 1526, the desire of privacy, or the increase of 
luxuries not to be shared with the retainers, had introduced 
private dining rooms; allusion to it is made in the ordinances 
of El tram, where it is stated that "sundrie noblemen and 
^* gentlemen and others doe much delight and use to dine in< 
** comer and secret places, not repairing to the king's chamber 
^' or hall." The south end of the hall seems to have had rooms 
in the roof over it, and we find the circular staircase, common 
to it and the tower, giving access to rooms above it ; it may 
be that this wall was lintelled or arched over^to support a wall 
above. The first floor of the prior's lodge was evidently made 
into a kitchen and scullery, with fire-places and brick ovens, 
which still remain ; there is a buttery-hatch to the great hall; 
in addition to this, the adjoining room (underneath a portion 
of the great hall) seems also to have been a living room for 
servants, and to have been rebuilt, and had later and larger 
windows with stone benches in them, inserted at the west end ; 
this portion was divided by a wall firom the rest of the earlier 
cellars, and was about twelve inches below their level. At 
the north-west angle of it is a most curious little closet, which 
looks like a cell ; but from the steps in it, gradually rising 
from the cellar, and the continuance of the cornice in a westerly 
direction, it seems likely to have been a porch, which afforded 
access to the outer court-yard: the portion of the cellars 
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eonnected with it may hare been the malt-house or brew-house, 
or a second kitchen or guard-room for tiie retainers who loafed 
about the outer court-yard. At one time it seemed as if this 
Kttle closet led to a circular staircase, giving access to the hall 
aboye, as a doorway above has a most curious jamb ; but on 
cutting into the wall it was found this was not the case ; one 
would imac^ine that the present outer staircase followed the 
course of the west wall, and that this closet led to a porch 
under it. At the lower end of the hall, in the prior's lodge, 
we find a chamber of great importance, the full size of the 
tower, situate over the kitchen and behind the music gallery, 
a not unusual feature even in a new house, as we find instanced 
at Great Cbatfield, Wiltshire, where we find a similar room 
called the oriel, and used probably as a parlour or state guest 
chamber; the rooms above it would probably be detached 
bed chambers, which had also now come into use. It is 
probable that during these alterations the doorway was made 
irom the great hall into what was formerly the refectory, and 
that it was used as a large dormitory for servants. This house, 
on the whole, seems marvellously well constructed, when we 
consider that it was made out of a building originally used for 
a different purpose. We learn from the deed of gift to Sir 
Thomas Dacre, that the parish church of Lanercost, and the 
churchyard thereof, togetner with the mansion house called 
Uttergate, with the stable thereunto belonging, were reserved, 
the latter for a dwelUn? for the curate or the vicar. It is- 
probable that this would refer to the tower, now a portion of 
the present parsonage, which would form the Uttergate, or 

Sate to the outer bailiff or court to the monastery, in contra- 
istinction to the inner court or cloister proper. Some take 
this to refer to the gatehouse, but that would be too small,, 
even in those days, to provide rooms for the curate or vicar. 
We may take it, at all events, that this outer court was com- 
pleted, by the various offices, stables, malt-house, brew-house,, 
and such offices as were the usual accessories to a house of 
this era ; a door from the cellar under the tower leads to the 
outer yard, probably fitted also with servant's offices. The 
plate we give shows the nound plan of the Priory as it i» 
now, with the remains of the cellarage and offices round the 
cloister garth, and of the prior's lodge at the south-west angle. 
The Edwardian tower stands about seven or eight yards to the 
west of the conventual buUdings, and is shown, in engraraigB 
of the last century, to have been connected with them toy a 
' ' modern 
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modern erection, now destroyed. Beyond, and connected with 
the tower, is the present parsonage, a modem building ; to 
the south of that stands a barn, showing traces of antiquity, 
forming part, probably, of the outer court, suggested before as 
being west of the conventual buildings. The remains of the 
western gate are about one hundred and thirty yards from 
the west front of the Priory, and the cross about twenty 
yards to the north of the Priory, nearly in the prolongation of 
the line of the west front. The Priory green and grounds 
are bounded on the west and north by the high road ; on the 
south they probably extended to the river Irthing, while 
eastwards they are open to the valley of that river. The Priory 
is about twelve miles from Carlisle. 

We have now gone through the historical and architectural • 
points of interest presented by the Priory of Lanercost. 
Before concluding, a word of explanation is necessary.. We 
have mentioned the chronicle and the chartulary of Lanercost. 
The so-called chronicle of Lanercost is a monkish history of 
the times, entering into both foreign and domestic politics ; 
it is among the Cottonian MSS., and has been ably edited for 
the Bannatyne Club by Mr. William Stephenson, who proves 
that it is not the work of a canon of Lanercost at all, which 
place it rarely mentions, but of a friar minor of Carlisle : it 
derived its name from having somehow got into the library of 
the Priory of Lanercost, The chartulary or register of 
Lanercost cannot now be found : it was at Naworth Castle, 
and was in parts annotated by Lord William Howard — 
** Belted Will " : a marginal note by him was, we believe, 
the authority on which Mr. Story relied in 1761, when he 
placed in the Priory the inscription we have criticised in the 
earlier portion of this paper. At that date the chartulary was 
at Maworth, andin 1777 a copy of it was made by Mr. 
Nicholson, one of the editors of the History of Cumberland, 
and deposited in the library of the Dean and Chapter of 
Carlisle. The original has since then been lost, but we are 
disposed to think that a search in the muniment room at 
Greystoke Castle might bring it to light again ; the account 
of >faworth Castle, from which we have before quoted, gives 
11 16 as the date of the foundation of the Priory, and men- 
tions, as its authority for that statement, an old manuscript at 
Greystoke Castle, with a marginal note to that effect, in the 
handwriting of Lord William Howard. May not this manu- 
script be the missing chartulary ? 

The 
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The copy of thechartulary existing in the Dean and Chapter*8 
library at Carlisle, has been edited by Mr. Mackenzie Waicott, 
and will be found in the transactions of the Royal Society of 
Literature [Vol. viii, new series'] ; it has also been printed in 
a separate form. As its name implies, it is a list or register 
of the muniment deeds of the Priory, and presents, at first 
sight, a somewhat forbidding aspect to the would-be reader. 
Close examination, however, brings to notice many curious 
pieces of information about the Pnory. Thus we learn that 
besides the high altar, which was of course dedicated to 
St. Mary Magdalene, others were dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary, to St. Catharine, and to St. Cuthbert, whose altar 
stood in the Prior^s chapel. Mr. Mackenzie Walcott, states, 
that the chapel at the east^of the north transept was our lady's 
chapel, and that on the east of the south transept, the chapel 
of St. Catharine, but we do not know what authority he has 
for saying so. 

Among the deeds mentioned in the chartulary, we find con- 
firmations of charters by Pope Alexander III., Honorius III., 
Lucius III., Innocent III., and Gregory XI. The earliest 
of these confirmations, is one by Alexander III., dated 1181. 
By it, the pope takes the Priory under his protection, and 
confirms all the gifts that have been made to it. He grants 
to the Priory the right of sanctuary for clerics or laics flying 
from the law, and prohibits any of the canons ** after 
profession" from leaving without the prior's license. He 
directs that the Priory shall choose, and present to the bishop 
the priests of all the churches held by it, who are in spiritual 
things to be subject to the bishop, but in temporal matters, to 
the Prior. In times of a general interdict, tne Priory might 
celebrate in its own church, in a low voice, with closed doors, 
and without ringing of bells: the priory might also give 
burial within their church, to all who desired it, except persons 
excommunicate, or under an interdict, so however, as not to 
interfere with the right (burial fees) of the parish churches, 
horn which the bodies were brought. After providing for the 
quiet election of new priors, the pope concludes his con- 
firmation with a curse on all who molest the Priory. The 
confirmation of Honorius III is similar to that of Alexander : — 
He fturther directs that the Priorv is to receive holy orders, 
and the holy oil of consecration of altars and chapels, firom the 
bishop of the diocese, ** si quidem catholicus fuerit et 
<< communionem SS Romanas sedis habuerit." The other 
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papal confinnatioDs contain little of note. Several regal 
and episcopal confirmations of charters are recited in the 
chartulary, and among others one by Bernard, bishop of 
Carlisle, comprising lands and churches that had been given 
to the Priory. This corroborates our argument in the 
beginning of this account^ about this bishop Bernard. This 
confirmation would be by the foreign bishop Bernard, who 
held the temporalities of the diocese in commendam, for his 
confirmation is confirmed in another deed by the Chapter of 
Carlisle, who could not have done so had he been regularly 
the bishop, owning both the spiritualities and the temporalities 
of the see ; but as he enjoyed only the temporalities, his 
confirmation needed additional confirmation by the Chapter of 
Carlisle, who wielded the spiritualities during the voidance of 
the see. Confirmations by subsequent bishops of Carlisle are 
not backed up by confirmations from the Chapter of Carlisle. 
We find also, under the same date, ^Metters testimonial of 
^^ Lord Christian, bishop of Witheme, for the gift of Robert de 
*^ Vaux.'' This makes the matter plain. In II 69, a foreigner, 
one Bernard, had the temporalities of the see, the Chapter of 
Carlisle managed the spiritualities, and Christian, bisoop of 
Withem, exi&rcised the episcopal functions for them. 

The greater part of the charters, mentioned in the chartu- 
lary, consists of deeds of gift to the Priory ; most of the 
benefisictions thus made, but not all, are mentioned in the 
usual list, given by Hutchinson, and other county historians. 
The parcels are set out by reference to the then existing land- 
marks, the Roman Wall, the Pollard Oak, St. Mary's Oak^ 
the oak called Whiskerhutton, the Peter Gate, the Red 
Gate, the Maiden Cross on the Maiden Way, certain cairns of 
stones, and the Great Grey Stones ; various roads, such as the 
Magna Strata, the via Regia, the Green Mountain Path, the 
Road of the Wains (quadrigarum). The legal antiquarian 
will find in the chartulary illustrations of all sorts of quaint 
and now forgotten rights and tenures, such as putura, mulcture, 
drengage, husbote, haybote, hoqsegabel, neotgeld, and burgage 
tenure, while nominal rents of Id. 2d., or of a pound of 
pepper, of cumin, or of wax, payable on a fair day, frequently 
as reserved for property. We also find regulations as to 
stinting the pastures, both as to the number of cattle that 
might be put on, ^ and the dates when, and also remedies 
prescribed for over-stmting : a scale of fines to be paid for 
cattle trespassing is also laid down. 

As 
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As might be expected from the importance attached by our 
ancestors to the forest laws, we find m the chartulary several 
charters relatine to them. The woodwards of the Priorv, 
before they could exercise their office, had to be sworn at tne 
baronial court of the Multons, at Irtbineton, to observe the 
laws of venery, in assistance of the Muttons; the prior's 
foresters might walk the barony with bows and arrows, and 
the Priory might keep a pack of hounds, of four harriers and 
four brackets, (dogs that run by scent) to hunt hares, foxes, 
and all animals coming under the des^nation of ** clobest.** 
If the quarry ran into the lands of the Lord of the Manor, he 
was to have it, but the hounds were to be given back to the 
Priory. The foresters w&pe not to interfere with the game in 
the forest of Gilsland : on park lands enclosed by & prior, 
egress and ingress were to be left for wild beasts ; the number 
of covers, too, that the prior might make for game was 
restricted most carefiilly. 

Sevefal of the charters relate to arrangements between the 
Priory and the churches appropriated, to it, under which certain 
portions of the tithes and altarage are set apart for the vicars, 
or tlie expenses of the church are provided for ; at Leysing^y, 
for instance, the vicar, in 1272, received two eskeps of oatmeal 
in lieu of the tithes of garb, which went to the rriory, being 
levied in the fields : he held the house and glebe land, the 
altarage and all offerings, tithes of flax, and small tithes, 
paying eynodals and finding lights, vestments, and other 
ornaments, And maintaining hospitality: the parishioners 
found the missal, while the Priory repaired the dbaneel and 
divided with the vicar any extraordinary expenses. When 
any of the appropriated churches fell vacant, tbe canons held 
the keya. We find also in the chartulary, agreements 
between the Priory and other religious houses about the 
rights of property. Examples, too, of lawsuits are to be found, 
in which the Priory enforoes its rights to tithes : in a case 
about the tithes in Uelt, witnesses of all ranks were called and 
examined, firom the great Sir Roland De Vaux himself, down 
to humble Richard, the Priory cook. 
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APPENDIX No. I. 

Valuation of the Annual Property of 
Lanercost Priory^ made 28M Henry VIIL9 from the 
Augmentation Office. 

£ s. D. 

Lanercost, the demeaney 4 9 4 

Walton, fourteen tenements • • • • • • 6 5 4 

Thomeymore> seven tenements 114 

WhitehiU, six tenements 18 

Wall, Dufecote, and Burtholm, twenty-two tenements 5 16 4 

Bankes, eight tenements 2 14 4 

St. Mary's Holme, seven tenements • • • • 1 16 10 

Walholme, four tenements . . . • • • 16 8 

Irthing and King, three tenements • • • . 2 11 4 

Brampton, three tenements • • • • • • 

Hareskeavke, four tenements 3 

Denton, nve tenements .. •• •• .. 0164 

Newcastle, one tenement • • • • . . . • 2 

Carlesley, one tenement 3 4 

Walton, a com water-mill •• .... ..168 

Lanercoste, the parsonage • • . . • . 19 17 I 

Brampton, the parsonage • • . . . • ... 5 

Irthington, the tithe corn . . • . • • 4 

Lascrily, pension from the vicar • • • • • . 6 13 4 

Grynsdale, the parsonage 4 

Farlam, tithes 300 

Mitford, the parsonage 10 

£85 8 3 



APPENDIX No. 2. 

An Indulgence from Archbishop Bowet in behalf 

of the Priory of Lanercost. [Reg. Bowet^ published by 

Surtees Society,'] 

Henricus, etc. ; dilectis in Christo filiis, universis in Christo 
fratribus ccepiscopis nostris suffraganeis, etc., salutem in sinceris 
amplexibus Salvatoris. Inter alias sollidtudines, quibus ex 
suscepti regiminis onere astrinrimur, ipsam cemimus fore piam, 
qua religiosss contemplation! deditis in hiis prospicimus, qu» 
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«ubventionem necessariam exigunt; ut Deo, secundum sui 
ordinis exigentiam, placitum exhibeant famuratunu Conver- 
tentes igitur intuitum ad dUectos in Christo filios pauperes 
canonicos, Priorem et Conventum de Lanercost, ordinis Sancti 
Augustiniy Karliolensis diocesios, quorem monasterium cum 
majoribus aedificiis ejusdem, prout voce lamentabiii Prions dicti 
loci jam nostris auribus insonuit, gravem minatur ruinam ; 
eorumque sedificia et possessiones, ^uibus olim laudabiiiter 
dotabantur, per crebos Scotorum inunicorum regni Anglise 
notorie capitalium incursus, quibus resistere sua non dubium 
facultas minime suppetebat, dilapidantur; et per incendia 
consummantur ; ac eorum terrsB, eo prsetextu, prassertim cum 
in dictorum Scotorum confinio sitae consistant, jacent incultse, 
et sic eis efficiunter inutiles; cum aliis sarcinis et fi;Tayibus 
dispendiis, quibus subjiduntur temporibus modernis, adeo quod 
iidem Prior et Conventus, praetextu tantsB perditionis et tanti, 
ad depressionem et ultimam quasi inopiam sunt redacti ; et 
absque aliorum suffragio Christicolarum vivere non possunt 
hiis diebus ; neque Domino io ordine quem sunt professi votive 
nee debite famulari: eisdem in miserabiiii depressione, ad 
tsediorum relevationem, utinam accomodam I prsedictorum, 
prout placere credimus Altissimo, in compassionis vesceribus 
sensuimus subvenire. Devotioni itaque vestrse injungimus, et 
rogando mandamus, quatinus cum veri procuratores sive nuntii 
dictorum Prioris et Conventus ad vos accesserint, pro fideiium 
elimosinis in ipsorum subsidium colligendis, ipsos in mansue- 
tudinis spiritu benignineadmittatis; ipsorumque negotium per 
parochiales presbiteros vobis subditos, in singulis vestris 
ecclesiis facientes diligenter exponi oollectam pecuniam eisdem 
fideliter et integre iiber(ar)i absque dimutiode aliqua pacifice 
permittatis* rlos autem, de Dei Omnipotentis immensa 
misericordia, et beatissimao V.M., matris ejusdem, ac beatorum 
Petri et Pauli Apostolorum ejus, necnon beatissimorum 
Confessorum Willelmi, Johannis et WilMdi, patronorum 
nostrorum, necnon beatse Marise Magdalenae, in cujus honore 
dictum monasterium est constructum, Omniumque simul 
Sanctorum meritis et precibus confidentes, cunctis parochianis 
nostris per nostras civitatem, diocesin, et provinciam ubilibet 
constitutis, et aliis, quorum diocesani banc nostram indulgendam 
ratam habuerint* pariter et acceptam, de peccatis suis vere 
contritis, poBnitentibus, et confessis, qui ad reparationem et 
refectionem monasterii et aedificiorum praedictorum, vel ad 
sustentationem pauperum canonicorum ejusdem, de bonis sibi 
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a Deo ooUatis contulerint rabsidia caritatiB, xl dien indulgentuv 
— totiens ^uotiena — ; Deo propitioy concedimus per prsBseDteSy 
per quadneDnium a data eoromdem contLaiie numerBiidiim 
tantummodo duratum. In cajos, etc. Data in palatio nostro 
Ebor., xriij die mensb Aprilk, anno Domino mo ceoc^^ nono. 



Art. XIV. Dacre Castle. By Michael W Taylor, M.D., 
Penritb. 

Given at Dacre^ Penrith^ September 2Srdj 1868. 

THERE are in the north of England still remaining, a 
number of tower-built houses, to which the title of castle 
has been attached, which are intermediate in extent and impor* 
tance, between the ordinary pele tower of the border counties, 
and castles properly so called, — that is, fortresses, constructed 
exclusively^ as places of strength, for security, or for the 
defence of important positions. 

At our meeting last year, we examined, on the other side of 
the river Eamont, about two miles from where we now stand, 
the old manor house of Yanwath Hall, of which the tower is 
one of the best examples still existing of the ordinary border 
pele. In it, we noticed, in their original form, the usual 
primitive domestic arrangements of a pele tower; viz., a 
quadrangular, battlement^ tower of three stories. — consisting, 
Ist, of uie strong barrel, vaulted, and loopholed substructure 
on the ground floor ; 2nd, the ** Solar, or King's chamber," 
with its closets ; 3rd, the ** Ladies chamber, or Bowere ;'' and 
4th, the roof, constructed for defence, with its watch towers, 
loopholes, and crenellated parapet. In the ^ble wings, 
built at subsequent periods, we found the hall, and the kitchen, 
and offices. 

But the class of buildings to which I now refer, are on a 
more dignified and imposing scale than the ordinary border 
pele. They consist uniformly of a massive square tower, of 
larger dimensions than the pele; often with a projecting 
square turret at each angle, and contain a greater numb^ 
and variety of apartments. But whilst domestic requirements 
and accomodation have been studied in these mansions, the 
character of the place as a fortress has still been maintained. 

To this class of houses, what now remains of the castle 
of Dacre belongs. 

^ Of 
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Of this variety of tower-built hoases, there are several 
examples existiiig; I may instance, Ay don castle, Belsay 
castle, and Lanjpley castle, in Northumberland ; Crumlong^ 
castle, near Rumwdl, on the Sdlway, a fine example of the 
15th century ; also, of a later date, Tattershall, in Lincolnshire, 
and Askham hall, in Westmorland, with which many of you 
are £auniliar« 

The wat^shed of the high country between Penrith and 
Keswick, flowing eastwards, and also the drainage oi the ex- 
tensive pastoral valley of Matterdale, unite in a stream called 
Dacre beck; this, after flowing past the ancient tower of Hutton 
John, courses through the beautiful vale of Dacre, and joins the 
river Eamont near Dalemain. 

The valley is narrow, but the slopes of the hills on either 
side are gentle, and admit of high cultivation. 

Just at the outlet of the valley, on a spur of high ground, 
on the left bank of the beck, stands the castle of Dacre. To- 
wards the south and east, this bank rises abruptly to the 
height of 50 feet above the level meadow, through which the 
river runs. On the other sides, the ground occupied by the 
castle and its enceinte possesses no natural advantages as a 
defensive position, except a small ravine on the north, separating 
it from the church. 

Here was its weak place as a fortification ; and the first 
point of interest to note concerning Dacre casUe is, that it is 
moated. 

All the large Norman and later castles in Cumberland and 
Westmorland, such as Carlisle, Cockermoutfa, Brougham, 
Appleby, Brough, &c., have of course a moat, as the outer 
defence of the main wards and courtyards, and curtain wall ; 
so also have castles of secondary size and importance, such as 
Naworth, Penrith, and Kirkoswald. The moat at Kirkoswald 
is very fine and distinct, and well worth inspection. It is 
rectangular, and completely surrounds the fortress ; moreover, 
within the moat, there is an outwork, so placed as to com- 
mand the main gateway and drawbridge. This outwork itself 
is moated, and stands in the ditch in the same manner as a 
ravelin or flanking defence in a work of modern fortification. 

But in the ordinary fortified manor houses in this country, 
it is very unusual to find a moat round the building ; a position 
of natural strength having generally been chosen, which 
dispensed with tiie necessity of that additional safeguard. 
Dacre, however, forms an exception to this rule^ as does 

Sizergh 
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Sizergh hall, in Westmorland, and Hoddam castle on the 
Annan. In some feudal strongholds in some parts of Scotland, 
the site chosen has been a piece of dry land in the midst of a 
morass, or some locality capable of being flooded artificially 
with water. For instance, on the other side of the river 
Eamont, opposite to this place, in Westmorland, there is an 
old 1 6th century manor house, now standing, Barton hall, 
which anciently must hare been surrounded by a marsh and 
low swampy ground, approachable only by a narrow and 
difficult causeway. 

The moat at Dacre, is very perfect, and occupies three sides 
of a quadrangular figure, and encloses a space about 80 yards 
long, and aoout 60 yards wide ; inside the ditch, at the 
eastern comer of this space, stands the present remnant of the 
fortress, — the keep. 

The depth of the moat must have been considerable in its 
original state, from 1 2 to 20 feet, and even now it is generally 
filled with water. The width varies from 30 to 50 feet from 
bank to bank. 

It is evident that the moat never entirely surrounded the 
castle courtyard. At the northern side it dies away at about 
twenty paces from the keep, at the steep sloping bank, on 
the edg^e of which the north-eastern face of the keep has been 
planted. At this weak part, the defence of the courtyard has 
been by means of a curtain wall, which has abutted on the 
northern angle turret, and has been carried onwards to the 
scarp of the ditch. At an angle from this curtain wall, there 
appears to have been projected a flanking buttress, or spur 
work, to guard and close the head of the moat. The foun- 
dations of masonry may be traced here ; but from the absence 
of stonework elsewhere along the scarp of the moat, I presume 
that the enceinte was fenced, not by substantial walls of 
masonry, but by pallisades and timber* 

The plan of the castle is that of a massive square tower of 
three stories, each of which is occupied by a large apartment ; 
but at each angle of the tower, there is a square turret pro- 
jected from the building ; of these turrets, the two at the east 
and west are of larger size, and are set on parallel to the sides 
of the central building ; the two at the north and south angles 
are smaller, and are set on in a diagonal direction, which 
peculiarity of construction, from all points of view, imparts to 
the tower a very bold, remarkable, and unusual aspect. The 
height of the higher turrets is about 66 feet 

The 
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The large turret at the west, (E) is the entrance .and stair- 
case turret, which contains a newel stair, leading up to the 
upper stories, and to the battleroented roof and its watch towers. 
1 he large turret (B), at the east, contains four flights of small 
apartments or bedrooms. The small northern turret (C) also 
contains rooms, and the small south turret, (D) is appropriated 
exclusively to closets and drains, and is now blocked up. 

We will notice the arrangement of these apartments as we 
proceed higher in the building. 

Including the turrets, Dacre keep occupies a space of 
ground which we mayestimate as measuring 66ft. by 45ft. 
It may be interesting to compare its dimensions with those of a 
number of neighbouring border towers which I have examined. 
The dimensions of these border towers vary ; I have found the 
longer measurement generally running east and west by the 
compass. 

feet in. feet in. 

Stapleton tower, near Annan, at the base is 42 by 34 
Bonshaw tower, on the Kirtle, about ... 40 „ 34 
Crumlongan castle, near Ruthwell ••• .64 „ 45 

Belsay castle, Northumberland 56 „ 47 

Elsdon tower, do. 43 „ 30 10 

Corbridge tower, do. 32 „ 26 

Hutton John, Cumberland 38 „ 30 U 

Dacre castle, do. 66 „ 45 

Yanwath hall, Westmorland 38 „ 30 

Askham hall, do. 78 „ 45 

Clifton hall, do. 32 „ 24 

Hutton hall, Penrith ... 28 0„ 24 6 

Let us glance at the exterior. I must premise, that the 
original architectural character of the castle is very much 
impaired by the alterations made in the 17 th century ; the large 
square-headed windows were then inserted : and the present 
doorway, approached by the external flight of steps, was 
broken into the second story. These changes were made by 
Thomas Lord Dacre, afterwards created Ean of Sussex, whose 
arms are over the entrance. He died in 1715, and on his 
demise, the castle and manor of Dacre was conveyed to Sir 
Christopher Musgrave, and afterwards sold to the ancestors 
of the present much respected squire, E. W. HaseU, of 
Dalemam. 

The original entrance to the castle was by the slightly 
pomted doorway at the foot of the west or staircase turret. 

A 
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A short passage from the foot of the stain leads to the giound 
floor ; this consists of two barrel or tuanel vaulted rooms, each 
twenty feet long, by fourteen feet wide, and eight feet seven 
inches high to the top of the vault : the partition wall between 
them is five feet thick. The exterior walls are strong and 
massive, and calculated to withstand fire and assault, heing 
ei^ht feet six inches thick. They are lighted by three smdl 
windows, approached by a flight of six steps fixmi the floor. 
In all these particulars, the basement structure accords to the 
plan of border towers in general. 

We ascend by the staircase turret, (E) and from a landbg 
place on the stairs, a pointed doorway gives entrance to the 
large chamber on the second story, or the ball, (A). 

THB HALL. 

This seems at one time to have been occupied as a kitchen, 
as well as a hall ; for you have the oven and open fireplace 
still remaining. A partition divides it now : but the measure- 
ment of the original apartment is thirty-six feet by twenty-one, 
exclusive of the recesses in the thickness of the walls, and the 
attached closets and bedrooms in the north and east turrets. 
The corbels which support the roof spring at a height of 
thirteen feet from the floor. 

I must call your attention particularly to the arched niche 
in the wall, opposite the fireplace. . It incloses a shelf, and a 
piscina, and waterdrain. The arch is trefoil headed, with 
ornamented cusps, and round and hollow mouldings, sur- 
mounted by an arched caaopy or drip-stone, terminating in 
heads. The style of the work is pure Early EnrliA, or of 
die I3th century. ' Though similar in design to the piscina 
found in chordies of that period, it is very problematical 
ivhfither it was used for sacred purposes, as there is no chapel 
bere : mere likely it was a lavatory, for the convenience of the 
guests in the hidL The position which this niche occupies, is in 
that part of the hall which was called the ^' Screens," which 
is near tibe door of entry. I think originally there may have 
been a fioor of entrance, where the mMern entrance now is, 
X with an external flight of staira» with a porch or pent house, 
as was common in mat penod. The position of the '< Dais,'' 
or << Jugh table,** I taloe rto hftvie heen in the reeess in the 
thickness of the wall, now partitioned off into a separate room 
oyooate the ** Screens." The other tecess on the lifi'ht-hand 
aide was fioor a doesser or cupboard, on which stood Uie plate, 
and glass, and spicery, at the lord's banquets. 

This 
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This recess, in many castles, was richly ornamented with 
«tone carvings and mouldings, as at Cromlongan castle, in 
Dumfriesshire. 

I cannot pretend to understand the meaning of that broad 
headed corbel, situated in the *' Screens," half way up the walL 

THE king's chamber. 

We will now ascend by the stwrsase tower to the uj^er 
story. This is populariy known as the king's chamber. Its 
measurements are thirty-four feet by twenty-one feet six inches* 
The height to the top of the corbels, from whence springs the 
present open timber roof, is seventeen feet. The nreplace is 
on the north-west side. The present windows are all com* 
paratively modern. Examine the north and east turrets, with 
their small rooms one above anpther, and notice the flight of 
steps in the window jambs, ascending to the room in the east 
turret, and the flight of steps, descending again from its top- 
most chamber, through the thickness of Sie wall, towards the 
king's chamber. 

I wish to point out to you the existence of a |s;allery here. 
This flight of steps leads evidently to a passage in the thick- 
ness of the wall, occupying the whole breadth of this side of 
the king's chamber. You notice in the middle of the wall^ 
half way up, a pointed arched doorway, now blocked up. 
At the height of seven feet nine inches from the floor, you 
notice three corbels still remaining. These have evidently 
been for the support of a wooden gallery or loft, stretching 
across this end of the hall. This nas been the ^* Minstrd 
Gallery." The arched doorway is of the same character as 
the other original doorways of the building, and belong to 
the period of architecture to which I am about to refer : it has 
formed the entrance to the music gallery, and the passage in 
the wall and the narrow staircase led to the small upper room, 
or minstreFs chamber, or lodging room. The practice of 
employing music during the time of dinner seems to have 
been universal in the middle ages, and it was usual to have a 
gallery or loft in the hall, set apart for the players. These 
players, or wandering minstrels, or jongleurs, did not form a 
permanent part of the establisiiment, but travelled about the 
country from one great house to another. Sometimes this 
music gallery was of stone, built in the wall, with an opening 
looking into the hall, as we found well illustrated in our visit to 
Yanwath, last year. Here m Dacre Castle it has been of wood* 

T DATE 
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DATB OF THB CASTLS. 



The venerable Bede wrote in the 8th century, in the year 
731, and he mentions that a monastery existed here in his time. 
If so, it was probably built of wood and shingles, for the 
Saxons at that time were not masons. In a later century, this 
monastery may have been repaired and rebuilt with stone; 
and it is possible, that the inequalities of the surface of the 
field, behind the present church, cover the site of thatestablish* 
ment. There are, however, no records of any monastery 
existing here, after the date of William the Conqueror. 

Moreover, William of Malmsbury, writing in A. D. 1131, 
roendons, that Dacre castle was noted as being the place 
where Constantine, king of the Scots, and Engenius, king of 
Cumberland, put themselves and their kingdoms under the 
English king, Athelstane. This circumstance must have 
happened about the year 927, after the battle of Brananburgh, 
in Northumbria, in which AnlaflT, king of that province, and 
Constantine, king of the Scots, and the confederacy formed 
against Athelstane, were routed and overthrown. 

Furthennore, Camden, in his Brittannta^ repeats the story 
from Malmsbury : and Gibbon adds as a note, *^ Here is a 
*^ castle standing, which has formerly been a magnificent 
** building, and a seat of the family." From the fact of these 
very ancient records making mention of a castle existing at 
Dacre, in those early centunes, popular belief has accorded a 
fabulous antiquity to the present building ; and this chamber 
in which we now are, called the "King's Chamber," is 
commonly credited with being that in which the three kings 
held their conclave. I fear we must disturb that idea. 

The Norman style of architecture was not introduced into 
England, until the time of Edward the Confessor, A.D. 1060, 
ana the work, at that early period, was so rude and clumsy, 
with wide rough-jointed masonry, and in fact, so bad, and 
perishable, that very few remains of it now exist in this countrv. 
But examine the masonry in this castle ; examine particularly 
the courses in the newel staircase, and other portions of the 
interior, and you will find it of excellent workmanship; it is 
not rough and open, with the interstices grouted and filled 
with mortar, as in very early Norman work, but the stones fit 
closely, and it is what is called fine-jointed, which is the dis- 
tinctive character of later work. 

Let 
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Let us try and come to some decision as to the date of this 
buildinp^, by a scrutmy of such parts of the original structure 
DOW remaining, as may aid us in the enquiry. But these 
parts are few. It is from the character of the arches, the 
nature of the window lights, and, above all, the style of the 
mouldings and ornaments, that the date of a structure is 
determined. We know that in the 12th century, the arch 
adopted by the Norman builders was the round-headed 
or semicircular arch. You certainly have it here. In the 
original doorway, at the foot of the staircase turret, yoii 
have a round-headed arch, plain and square edged, without 
chamfer or mouldings. On tne south-west side of the " King's 
chamber," you may observe the rear arch of one of we 
original windows still visible ; it is of one light, it is round- 
headed, it is not recessed, and it has a moulding. That 
moulding is of the plainest description ; it consists of a round 
bead or keel, with a hoUow on each side, cut on the angle. 
It is an early Norman style of moulding, which preceded the 
infinite varity of rounds, and hollows, and scrolls, and orna- 
ments, which were profusely used in later styles. There is 
one other window, now blocked up, with a plain round-beaded 
arch, with a single light, to be seen on the exterior on the north- 
west side. But again, in other original parts of the building 
you have the pointed arch. Now the presence of this change 
m the formation of the arch brin^ us into the 13th century, 
for the pointed arch did not prevail until the transition period 
of Norman architecture, when it began to overlap into the 
early English style. You see the pointed arch in the small 
doorways leading into the different apartments ; it is generally 
plain and without mouldings, not recessed, but simply with 
the angles chamfered. Again, some of the openings exhibit 
examples of what is called the Carnarvon arch, or snouldered 
arch, that is, a flat-headed lintel, supported with a corbelled 
stone at the angles. This form again is characteristic of the 
early English style. And lastly, there is in the hall the 
trefoiled niche, with its cusps and mouldings, and multifoU 

{piscina, which is so eminently Gothic, as in point of date to 
ead us well into the Idth century* 

To sum up then ; sparse as are the evidences left, yet they 
are sufficient to enable us to assign, with reasonable probability, 
the date of the building of the present castle oi Dacre, to 
about the middle of the 13th century. 

Art. 
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Art. XV. — Supposed Roman Stations at KirksieadSf 
Burgh-uponrSands and Boustead HilL By the Rev. J. 
Maughan, Rector of Bewcastle. 

Bead at Penrith, September 2Zrdy 1868. 

IN this paper I shall offer for consideradon a few suggestions 
as to the sites of the three stations, called Glannibanta, 
Alona or Alionis, and Brementuracum, with a view of findina^ 
them on, or near the line of the Wall, so as to harmonise with 
the position assigned to them in the Notitia. 

Camden makes no attempt to locate Glannibanta, unless he 
imagines it to be the same with Glanoventa, which he places 
on Uie Wentsbeck, in Norfolk, but it is evident that a station 
80 far distant cannot be a station per lineam vallu He assigns 
Alionis to Whitley Castle, near Alston, and Brementuracum to 
Brampton. Horsley places Glannibanta at Lanchester, near 
Durham, and Brementuracum at Plumpton. These positions 
are too remote from the Barrier, and also out of the regular 
order of successions of the stations, as laid down in the list 
of the Notitia. Demurring, therefore, to each of these allo- 
cations, I would observe that etymology points to Kirksteads, 
near Kirkandrews, as the Glannibanta, to Burgh-upon-Sands 
as the Alona, and to Boustead Hill as the Brementuracum of 
the Notitia. 

GLANNIBANTA — KIRKSTEADS. 

In the old British language <^ glean," or ^^glan"* means a 
gUn, vale, or plain \ and ^ban" signifies an eminence or 
keight. Glannibanta would, therefore, mean ^* the station on 
the height in the plain f and this name accords with the 
position ; for although Kirksteads is not on high ground, yet 
It is on a sufficiently commanding eminence, with a good look 
out on all sides. ^* Banta " may also be a corruption of 
" band " — a boundary — i.e., " the station at the boundary 
or extremity of the plain ;'' and in the derivation of this nsune 
the features of the locality coincide with the teachings of 
etymology. The latter part of the word Kirksteads leads also 
to the inference that the remains found here are the silent 
re(x>rds of the Roman age, for ** steads " was a common appeW 
lation given to the castella of the Romans, and is a word of 
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siinilar import to the word " casters," or ** chesters." The word 
Kirksteads implies that a church had been built at the steads, 
or station. The hypothesis that Kirksteads is the correct^allo- 
cation of Glannibanta is further oefnfirmed by the fact that the 
latter portion of the word Glannibanta still flits in misty 
memory, and gives a name to a large portion of the adjacent 
district. From Kirksteads the countr]^ sweeps away to the 
south-west for about six miles, in a series of low and gently 
rising ridges and undulations. A portion of it was formerly 
callra Banton, which is evidently a tradition of Banta. It now 
forms the parish of Kirkbampton, and, in the dialect of the 
district, is still called ** Kirkbanton." Here, then, in the form- 
ation of these names, we find that etymology impresses her 
characteristic stamp, and, without very far outrunning the 
bounds of discretion, we may venture to assume that it is almost 
impossible to shake the evidence which in this case she so 
lucidly and forcibly produces. 

The question, however, forces itself upon us whether Kirk- 
steads was a Roman station. Now, although the plough, the 
mason, and the quarryman have rendered it difficult to give a 
perfectly satisfactory answer to this question, yet we may assume 
that there can be Very little doubt about it. The distance 
from Stanvkix would be about four miles, and hence we have a 
probability that a garrison might be required here to guard 
against the Scots, who were always ready for a spice of danger 
and adventure, \i connected with a free-booting enterpnze, 
more especially as the river Eden is fordable in several places 
near it. Besides this — vestiges of a station, or of something 
more than a temporary camp, though scant and rusty, are still 
quite visible, ana are m the \eiy prime of that condition which 
most delights the antiquary. Numerous fragments of red free- 
stone, with which the station has been built, are scattered in 
Sreat abundance on the ground and in the three adjacent fields, 
enoting its position accurately enough to show that the fort 
has been about one hundred yards in length, and sixty yards 
in breadth, thus covering less than two acres of ground, and 
being probably somewhere about the same size as the stations 
at Cambeck fort, Brampton, Watchcross, and Stanwiz, and 
probably twice as large as the station at Drumburgh. It is 
curious to observe what a strange sense of economy in space 
haunted these old builders. The north and east sides of the 
camp are now slightiy elevated, and the general contour of the 

ground 
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ground shows that the north-east comer at least has been 
rounded. Many valuable antiquarian remains have been found 
here : such as pieces of glass, bricks, tufa, and pottery, both 
yellow and Samian. Some of the fragments of pottery evince 
a progress in art equalling at least, if not surpassing, Queen 
Mary's much reverenced collection of mugs and pipkins. In 
a small cattle shed, erected on the site, are three walling stones, 
evidently Roman, and in a field, on the west side, a large num- 
ber of Roman coins have been found, within the last few years* 
In the walls of a house at Kirkandrews are many fragments of 
altars, as well as sculptured and inscribed stones, which were 
turned up by the plough at various times at Kirksteads, 
and thus utilized and preserved by the late Mr. Norman. In 
his gardens are portions of a millstone, of a wheel of Nemesis, 
of a human figure, of a head of a statue, with various other 
fragments found at Kirkandrews. Here also is a remarkably 
fine specimen of a Roman altar, brought from Kirksteads in 
1803, with the following inscriptions — Lucius Junius Victori- 
nus et Caius jEUanus legati Avguslales Legionis F/., 
victricis pitB JideliSy ob res trans vallum prosper e gestas^ i.e., 
^' Lucius Junius Victorinus and Caius i^lianus, Augustan 
Legates of the 6th Legion (styled) victorious, pious, faithful 
(dedicate this altar) on account of transactions prosperously 
achieved beyond the wall." This is an important altar, for it 
records the presence of the sixth legion in this district, and this 
and the altar found at Old Wall, in 1813, are the only stones 
which mention the wall, and both call it a vallum. These 
remains now form a small choice museum of great archaeological 
importance, and lead us pardonably to assume that at Kirk- 
steads once stood (as usual) the squeezed-up, stifling, little 
streets of a Roman city. 

Kirksteads is about a mile south of the wall and vallum. 
It has no entrenchment opposite to it, in immediate connection 
with the wall, but there are two fine camps on Grinsdale com- 
mon, between it and the wall, and these might effect the same 
object as the entrenchments opposite to Vindolana, Lanercost, 
Watchcross, and Linstock. 

Although Kirksteads has no old crumbling castle, and no 
rich fringe of verdant time-tinted sward covering its ancient 
ramparts, yet it is in the heart of that classic ground which 
abounds in immortal reminiscences, — the bright historic pano- 
rama of Edenside. 

ALONA 
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ALOKA — BURGH-UPON-SAKDS. 

This appellation is probably derived from the old British 
word *Mona" — a marshy plain; a le^ble record even now 
adapted to the general appearance and disposition of the ground. 
To the north-west of the station is a tract of land called Burgh 
marsh, capable of summering about 800 cattle, and on the east 
side of the station is another small marsh. The inclosed lands 
around are in easy swells, but the meadows are swampy, and 
were undoubtedly of a marshy character before the country 
was brought into cultivation* Thus, in the language of the 
ancient inhabitants, the station might properly be designated 
*' Alona," !.€., " the camp on the marshy plain.** The place is 
now called Burgh-upon-Sands, t.6., *^ the town on the Sands," 
in reference to its position on the sandy marsh, which occupied 
the district, at the time when this name was assigned to it. 
Alanna, one of the six towns of the Damnii — now supposed 
to be Camelon, near Falkirk — ^was probably a name of a 
similar derivation. 

Burgh has long been regarded as the site of a Roman 
station. It is a long scattered village, with a church near the 
centre, which covers and almost effaces all vestiges of the 
station, so that there are scarcely any traces left to mark the 
former existence of man here, and no certain landmarks to 
recall the vitality of the Roman rule. By the course of the 
wall it is about three miles from Kirkst^s, and nearly six 
miles from Stanwix, and a garrison would probably be required 
here to guard the passage of the river at Sandsfield, and the 
eastern portions of Bur^ marsh. 

Inscribed stones have been found at Burgh. In 1858 a 
stone was found in a railway cutting, which may record the 
presence of the Dadans in this district. It bore the following 
uscription 

IVLOFI TINV F8ODA0 

It was in the possession of Mr. John Norman, of Burgh. No 
stone, however, has been found here recording the presence of 
the third cohort of the Nervii, which the Notitia places at 
Alionis. A stone was found at Netherby with the name of the 
Nervii- -'^cohors prima Nervana'' and Camden mentions a 
stone at Whitiey Castle, near Alston, which bears the name of 
the third cohort of the Nervii, but Netherby and Whitiey 
castie are each too far from the wall, and even if Whitley 
castie could be regarded as a station upon the Barrier, it 

ought 
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ought hare been placed before Magna Amboglanna. It has 
been supposed that the Kervii were so call^ in honour of 
the Emperor. This, however, is doubtful, for they are 
mentioned in Csesar and Lucan, before the time of Nerva* 
Appian says that they were descended firopi the Cumbrians 
and Teutones. 

BREMBNTURACUM. — BOUSTBAJ) HILL. 

Camden, from the resemblance of the names, supposed this 
to be Brampton. It has also been thought to be indentical 
with Bremetonacum of the tenth Iter of Antoninus, and has 
been assigned to Rebchester, near Preston, which is a great 
stretch from the Linea ValU. Jurem Surita, a Spaniard, in 
his notes upon Antoninus, supposes that Bremetonacum is a 
distinct place from Brementuracum. 

In tracing out the etymolo(ry of this word we are hampered 
with too many etymons. The derivation, however, which I 
prefer in the old Celtic language, is this — <^Bre" (Irish, 
** breighe"^ is a corruption of " bria " or " briga ;*' a breast- 
work or a rortified town — " men ** for " msdn," a stone ; " tu,** 
a coast or border — ^and '' rac,'' a rack, rut, or creek. Bremen- 
turacum would therefore signify *' the stone-built fort on the 
creeky coast.*' This derivadon accords accurately with the 
position of Boustead Hill, on the edge of Burgh Marsh, which 
abounds with creeks or swatches, c*t., long channels washed 
out in the sand by the tides, often called the Lakes of the 
Solway. 

The Notitia places a *< cuneus armaturarum," t .6., a company 
of light-armed infantry at Brementuracum, and Boustead Hill 
would be a suitable place for such a body of soldiers. Mo 
stone, however, has been found here, or elsewhere, recording 
the presence of such troops, and it is not easy to determine the 
characteristics of these ** armaturse." According to Vegetius, 
they seem to have been younger soldiers lightly armed, and 
according to Marcellinus, the^ were a sort of body-guardsmen 
or light infantry connected with a legion. Bocking suggests 
that these mentioned in the Notitia were a detachment of the 
sixth Legion, and it is remarkable that the altar found at 
ICirksteads shows that the sixth Legion was stationed in 
this district. 

Boustead Hill is about half-way between the stations at 
Burgh and Drumburgh, and about two-and-a-quarter miles 
from each. If we adopt the theoiy that Agricola seized upon 
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the British towns, converted them into camps or stations for 
the army, and placed garrisons in them, we can find no ob- 
jection to this propinquity of three camps, for Tacitus tells us 
(Agric. Vit. c. 17) that Cumberland was very populous before 
it was occupied by the Romans, and hence some of its towns 
would necessarily be near each other. Besides, the proximity 
of these towns would only show that the Romans were deter- 
mined at all hazards to maintain the supremacy which they had 
acquired in this part of Britain. We may also presume that 
it would be necessary to guard the marsh with more than the 
ordinary chain of castella against the incursions of the Irish- 
Scots — the red Indians of cruelty and treachery, who cared 
for nothing but brute-force. Hence, we have strong reasons 
for supposing that a station may have been placed here so close 
to Burgh and Drumbur^h. Horsley and others have expiressed 
an opinion that the wan did not cross the Marsh, but skirted 
along its southern margin, out of tide mark. The sea on this, 
as well as on the opposite coast of Scotland, has undoubtedly 
receded from its former coast, and a green sward now appears 
where the tides formerly flowed over a barren surface of sand, 
on which we cannot imagine that the Wall would be made. 
It must, therefore, have passed close to Boustead Hill, the 
locality of which corresponds so closely with the etymons of 
the word Brementuracum. The modem name *^ Boustead '' 
also appears to refer to a stead or station in the bow or bend of 
the Marsh. In ^^ the Watches of the west Marshes" it is called 
" Burstead," t.c., " the city on the stead or station." Large 
quantities of stone have been found here, one of them a lettered 
stone, but broken up by the workmen. If my conjecture, 
therefore, be correct, that Bowstead is the Brementuracum of 
the Notitia, it is evident that the fort was placed at the west end 
of the village, and that it is now nearly covered with an orchard 
and garden. The buildings at the rear of Bowstead Hill 
House cover the northern rampart and fosse ; the west fosse * 
is on the west side of the garden and orchard, and is now 
occupied by several tall trees. The comer at the south-west 
of the camp has been round, as was usual with the Romans in 
their castrametation. The cart-road covers the south, and 
probably the east sides of the station. These outlines of the 
camp would cover nearly two acres of ground. The site of 
this station is indistinct, but so is that of many others. Hutton, 
and Gordon the Scottish antiquary, both passed through 
Hunnum or Halton Chesters, without recognising it. The 
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little cloud has ^thered and bunt oyer all theae ancient 
cities, and tliey have giyen place to the modern usurper, 
even, perhaps, as in days long passed they usurped on tneir 
own account. Although we may take it for granted that 
the Romans took possession of Uie cities of the Celts, and 
converted theia into stations for themselves, yet it has never 
been proved that these Celts were the original inhabitants. 



Art. XVI. On the Vestiges of Celtic Occupation near 
Ullswater, and on the Discovery of Buried Stone Circles 
by Eamont Side. By Michael W. Taylor, M.D., Penrith. 

Given at Penriihy September 23r£/, 1868. 

THAT the territory around the embouchure of Ullswater, 
may have been a favourite settlement of the earlier in- 
habitants of Britain, is a conjecture reasonably supported, 
by a consideration of the natural advantages possessed by 
the locality, and the presence of those attractions so valued 
by savage races, which the physical cosmography and products 
of the country afforded. 

The verdant vale of the upper Eamont, must have possessed 
rich and valuable grazing for the herds and flocks of a 
pastoral people; the mountain ranges of the lake country, 
of which this position is the threshold, would have defended 
their encampments, (as with an impassable barrier for miles,) 
from surprise from the southern half of the compass, and 
left them onl^ the open country on their northern frontier 
to guard ; whilst the rugged fells, forests, and dales, impene- 
trable to aggressive foes, would have afforded a refuge in time 
of peril, and in times of peace, happy hunting grounds for 
tribes whose subsistence depended much on the spoils <>f 
the chase. The stag and the roe deer, and, it might be, the 
elk and the buffalo, ranged at large over leagues and leagues 
of forest and fern, around Martindale, and Hartsop, and 
Gowbarrow. The wild boar haunted the sides of BoardaUy 
and found a lair amid the thickets of GrisedaUy and SwindalCy 
and Sty barrow ; whilst the brake and the pine woods sheltered 
the bustard, and capercailzie, and bittern, and many species 
of winged game now extinct, or nearly so. The bosom of 
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the lake itself, and its reedy shores, would have attracted 
wild fowl and waders of every degree, in hosts innumerable ; 
and its depths would have yielded their finny treasures to 
the skill and canning of the crafty savage, rude though his 
toils and his implements might have been. 

Accordingly, when the archssologist goes a-field in this 
locality, he readily finds traces of an early people ; and if he 
bends himself to the en<juirv, it is possible, thaft he may fix 
the ages in which thev hved, and define the parent race nrom 
which they sprang.- ^he evidences on which he relies to 
estimate the antiquity of a settlement, in the absence of historic 
records, are the relics and the evidence of Language. 

I. LANGUAGB. 

We appeal to the philologist to assist us, in assigning the 
derivations of the names still attached to the great features 
of the country, and the landscape; to the mountains and 
their various peaks ; to the lake and river, and their tribu- 
taries; for we know, that no colonization by subsequent 
dominant races can obliterate names given by the prior occu- 
pants to the great landmarks of the country. 

There is a vitality in language — ^it never dies. "The 
** appellations of these vast and permanent parts of nature," 
says Sir James Mackintosh, "are commonly observed to con- 
" tinue as unchanged as themselves/' Philology tells us that 
these names are derived, for the most part, firom the Celtic, 
and from both the Hibernian or Gaelic, and the Welsh or 
Cryraraig branches of that common stock. Of all the lan- 
guages that ever existed, the Celtic is perhaps the richest in 
an appropriate and expressive nomenclature for physical 
objects ; hence it is, that after the revolution of ages and the 
fluctuations of conquest, dominion, and race, together with 
all the changes which time and usa^ insensibly operate in 
language, the names in question are still distinctly traceable : 
whilst the extent to which they still obtain in Britain, seems 
to argue the original ascendancy of the race from whose 
language they were derived. 

The word Ullswater, or UUsmere, or Eusmere, is derived 
firom the Celtic uiUe, the elbow, the name given to the lake, 
the lower portion was called the pool (Celtic pwly water), the 
Saxon addition ey^ converted it into the name of the village 
of Pooley ; uille is also to be traced in UUcatrow, Ullock, 
Uldale, Ullesby or Ousby. 
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The name of the hill Dunmallet, or Dunmawland (for in 
an exercise of this kind we must revert to the oldest ortho- 
graphy, which usually approaches nearest to the vernacular 
speech of the country), is from the Celtic Dun maoHn^ the 
hill of the beacon. The names of the hills of Mell Fell, and 
Dunmaile, behind Helvellyn, are both from the Celtic maoiUy 
the heap or sepulchral mound. 

A township on the left shore of the lake is called Wether- 
mellock, evidently from the same Celtic word, with the 
diminutive ock. A hamlet in this township is called Wreay, 
from the Celtic re»d%, a glade or clear space in a wood ; and 
the stream which forms the cascade at Aira Force, is the 
Dockray beck. A rugged pike close by, is called the Knot, 
or Knock, from the Celtic cnoc^ a hill. The next valley is 
Glencoin, from glean^ the valley, coine^ oi tribute; and the 
next, Glenriddin, from glean^ the valley, rhydy of the ford. 
The name of the river, now written Eamont, but formerly 
Yamon, and still so pronounced by the people who live on its 
banks, is derived from the Celtic ea, the water, and mum^ a 
mound. These instances are enough to shew the extent and 
permanancy of a Celtic occupancy m this neigbourhood. 

II. BELICS. 

So far as our knowledc^e extends, we have no remains in 
Cumbria, of the PaloeoliUdc or Drift period, when man was 
supposed to have been coeval in Europe with the great group 
of quartemary mamalia ; our gravel pits, peat bogs, and caves 
are destitute of animal remams or unpolished stone implements. 
Bone caves do exist, however, in tne district of Cartmel-in- 
Furness, and a description of them was read at the late meeting 
of the institute at Lancaster. The relics of an early people, 
which we find in this locality, consist of their — ^first. Imple- 
ments ; second. Earthworks ; and third, Graves. 

We have before us here, by the kindness of our friend 
Mr. Mawson, of Lowther, his collection of ancient British 
implements and i^ains, which illustrates remarkably well 
both the ages of polished stone and of bronze. Most of these 
have been derived from our own immediate neighbourhood. 
Our time will not permit of me entering into the subject of the 
implements of those ages ; but the collection before us affords 
examples of the varieties of form in which they usually occur, 
and is well worthy of examination after the lecture. I will 
proceed, therefore, to thesubject of 
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IL EARTHWORKS AMD BNTRBNCHMBMTS. 

I know of no yestiges in the area immediately surroundings 
the lake, of that class of earthworks or bowl-like excavations, 
to which the name of hut circles or British dwelling has been 
given. The most perfect specimens of these cunous works 
are on the Wiltshire downs ; also in some parts of Yorkshire 
and Derbyshire, and near Holyhead in Anglesea. Those 
also described by Dr. Barber, of Ulverston, at Birkrigg and 
Urswick, as hut circles, are very curious. 

But if all yestiges of the location of the simple beehive 
wigwams, and wattled huts of these remote people have been 
obliterated in this vicinity, we have many examples of the 
lines of ramparts, ditches, hollow ways, or streets, which 
surrounded or permeated these settlements. Very significant 
traces of such a British village is found at Woodhouse, on the 
old Yanwath domain, overlooking the river Lowther ; also at 
Stonecar, near Penruddock. Immediately adjoining the lake, 
behind the fieirmhouse of Crosdormont, lines of embankments 
and hollow ways may be traced in various directions, which 
seem to me to indicate the former existence there of a British 
camp or British village. But the defensive positions, or the 
strof^gholds and fortifications of these people, have been more 
enduring, and have suffered less from obliteration. 

There are two camps existing in this vicinity, which I will 
now describe. 

That huge mass of conglomerate, formed by the gravel 
and drift, and alluvium, earned in the swirl of some mighty 
deluge, which guards the out-pour of UUswater, is iJun« 
mawland or Dunmallet* It occupies a strong natural position ; 
it is an absolute cone with steep slopmg sides, the abruptness 
being greatest towards the south and east — the sides presented 
to the lake and the river Eamont, which sweeps its base. The 
top of this detached hill, standing 900 feet above^ihe level of 
the sea, is occupied with an extensive earthwork ; and the 
circumstance of the hill being covered with ancient timber, 
and having for a long period enioyed the privacy of an inclosed 
wood, has tended to conserve the outlines of the work with 
remarkable distinctness. 

The defences consist of an embankment, and an excavated 
ditch surrounding a level plateau, which is indeed the truncated 
summit of the conical hill itself. The inclosure within the 
ditch is of an ovate form, its longest diameter, lymg nearly 
north and south: its length is 103 yards, and its breadth 
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at the centre is 42 yards, the area being a Iktle less than an 
acre in extent. The average width of the ditch is 27 feet, 
and its depth about 13 feet. The embankment, the trench, 
and the margin of the inner inclosure are well observed along 
the western border, and also at the northern and southern 
extremities of the oval ; but* after rounding each comer to 
about 20 yards on the eastern side, both the vallum and the 
fosse becomes lost in the declivity of the hill, which at this 
aspect becomes so abrupt, that with a little scarping it 
mi^ht be made inaccessible ; indeed, it is probable that these 
artificial defences were really never earned round in this 
direction, the nature of the ground having afforded strength 
sufficient at this point. 

The area of the fort occupies the summit of the cone, and 
the ditch has been excavated on the shelving hill side, so 
that with its scarp and counter-scarp it would have presented 
a considerable barrier to advandne foes ; it seems to have been 
further strengthened by a wall of dry masonry, and the slabs 
and boulders and unhewn stones, forming tfaie lower courses, 
may be traced along the inner lip of the indosure. 

It is probable that the ordinary path of approach to the 
fort wound round from the north of the hill, up the western 
slope, where the declivity is least steep; the main entrance 
seems to have been at the southern extremity of the western 
£su^ of the enceinte^ at which point there is a gap, penetrating 
obliquely through the breast-work and. thf^ outer defences. 
In tne centre of the inclosure there is a mound of earth, 
or platform, raised to a higher level than the surrounding 
sur&ce, which would have lormed a banquette to command 
the wall, or it may have been the site of an interior citadel. 
There is a spring of water near this part. 

This is doubSess a British earthwork, similar to some of 
those hill forfresses, and camps of refuge, which are frequently 
found occupying commanding positions in Wales, Wiltshire, 
and other parts of England* 

This work has never been described, nor surveyed in such 
a manner as its completeness and importance justify^ but it 
did not escape the penetration of ola Machell, and I can 
verify the accuracy of the de8cri{)tioii and measurements given 
in his unpublished MSS. Besides, he famishes, in an un- 
finished pen and ink drawing, a bird's-eye sketch-plan of 
the hill of Dunmallet, clothed with wood — the ditch and 
earthworks on the summit — the lake and the river Emot 
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running out of it — Pooley stanke^ as it then stood — the 
place where the old stanke stood before there was a bridge, — 
the bridge at Pooley, and the village cross, opposite to where 
the Crown Hotel now stands. 

The next hill to the west, on the left bank, and overlooking 
the lower reach of Ullswater, is Soulby Fell. On the spur of 
this hill exist the remains of another fortification, which is 
popularlv known under the name of Maiden castle. The 
designation of Maiden^ is one which is frequently applied to 
the Koman works : — as Maiden castle, on Stanemoor^ and the 
Maiden way over that mountdn pass, by Bowes to Kirkby 
Thore — ^as well as to British forts and inclosures. The appel- 
lation has possibly arisen from a corruption by the Saxons 
of the Celtic word maen^ mSn^ or mendia^ stone, into their 
own word maiden ; thus, there is a stone circle at Boscawen-un 
in Cornwall, called *^ Nine Maidens^* and ano^er called the 
^^ Dance Maine^*' and a large sepulchral chamber in Orkney, 
called ''The May's Howe^' or ''Maiden's Howe;" in the 
same manner may our grand monument of " Long Meg and 
her Daughters*' have derived its curious title from the 
" Menhir " or long " maen " or stone, the towering colossus 
within this megahtbic circle. 

The work of Maiden cattle consists of an entrenchment, 
and an outer and inner bank; it is circular in form, the 
diameter of the enclosed ground is 82 yards, hence its area 
would be rather more than an acre. Tne fosse is here well 
defined along the southern and eastern border : its width there 
is about 18 feet. The southern and eastern portions of the 
circumference of the inner inclosure were, up to a few years 
ago, bounded with blocks of stone, like the first course of a 
modem dyke. These .have now been all carted away for 
building purposes* There is ja spring of water within a few 
yards of the ditch on the northern aidcb There is a circular 
entrenchment of a similar kind, on the summit of the 
neighbouring conical hill of Little Mell-Fell. 

There can be no doubt, thai these works of Dunmallet and 
Maiden castle, have been defensive encampments, and in all 
probability belong to the period of Celtic occupation. They 
are decidedly not Roman, for these people^ in their entrench* 
meqts and oastrametation, almost invariably adhered to 
rectilinear and lectanffulat figures, and the sitoation is rather 
out ol the Ime of ue ' Roman roads of the district 
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The Ancient Britons, on the other band, most generally 
assumed the circle or curyilinear, as the fi^re for the outline of 
their ramparts ; as we see in their camps, in their hut circles, or 
in the arrangement of their sepulchral stones, in their cairns, 
and barrows, and tumuli* They did not dis(»rd the straight 
line, for we still see the linear direction preserved in the 
arrangement of some of their village entrenchments and their 
stone avenues, but when a turn was necessary, they seemed 
to have substituted the curve for an angle. These are the 
only Britbh forts of which any traces remain on the left side 
of the lake. 

Let us cross, then, to the right shore* About a mile above 
Pooley bridge, on the right of the lake bank, there is a green 
mound, of low elevation, from which the land juts out with a 
gentle bend, into the water. It is situated on Mr. Hasell't 
estate of Waterside, and this particular indosure has been 
known, for many years, under the name of Hodgson Hill. 
No particular groves nor elevations are now traceable on its 
surface, and 1 am not aware that there is any traditional 
knowledge extant concerning it. But it was examined and 
surveyea carefully by the Rev* Mr. Machell, about 200 yearn 
ago, and of all our local antiquarians and hbtorians, Machell 
is the most original, and expert, and generally trustworthy. 
And thb his icfea, description, and plan of this place, which 
I reproduce here from his MSS., as his observations on it, 
have never been noticed by his copiers and commentators. 
On this hill, he fixes the site of what he calls *^ The ancient 
and noble fortification, called Trostermont or Tristermont." 
Be it noted, the name of Crossdormont is not now applied to 
Hodgson Hill, but to the estate immediately adjoining; but 
this mound, he considers to have been' the abode, as he says, 
of Sir Tristram, one of the Knights of King Arthur's Round 
Table. Cambdeu also notices this Crostermont, and it is 
marked on his map, whereas other places now of more conse- 
quence are omitted. 

This plan, which is a copy of the drawing bjr Machell, will 
illustrate his idea of the work. The inclosure is in the form 
of a triangle, of which the base is formed by the shore line 
of the lake, measuring 320 yards, the other two sides are 
nearly equal, being about 180 yards in length. On every 
side, Machell supposes the hill to have been surrounded by 
water, so as to nave been made by nature and art un- 
approachable to an enemy* A morass encompasses the whole 
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of land side of the woik. Fonning the north side of the 
triangle, a runner of water still flows, the banks of which 
show marks of escarping. On the south side, the ditch has 
been filled up by the plough, but the hollow of the ground 
shews how easy it would hare been to have flooded it with 
water. 

I may mention, that during the late dry summer, the waters 
of the lake fell to the lowest level on record, and afforded a 
good opportunity for searching for any evidences of Pile 
building, or lake habitations, such as have been observed on 
many lakes in Switzeriand, and also in some lochs in Scotland. 
I took the opportunity of this low state of the water to go 
carefully over the shoal water on this side of the lake, but I 
have not seen anything to induce me to suppose Uiat the 
custom of *^ Pfahlbauten,*' or Pile dwellings, ever prevailed 
on UUswater. But I believe this place of Urossdormont may 
have exemplified that form of island fortification, called the 
^* Crannoge,'* in Ireland. For the space of 20 yards out 
irom the base line of this triangle, there iuts a shcMaJ, over 
which the water is very shallow, saving a depth of not more 
than a yard. This space, Machell pomts out in his plan by a 
pricked line, as he says, to shew ^*how a beach may be built 
*< into Ullswater to secure that side, and make the Plat uniform 
<* and regular." 

The " Crannoges ** of the Irish and the " Packw^bauten" 
of Switzerland, were formed of a^solid mass of mud and stones, 
strengthened and bound with horizontal and perpendicular 
stakes, so as to raise a beach above the shallow water, or morass, 
in which the stronghold was situated. It is possible, that the 
^hoal jutting out from Hodgson Hill may be the remains of 
such a raised beach, or ^ Crannoge," and that the fortification 
may have been thus strengthenea on the water ^de, and the 
inclosure converted from a triangular into a quadrilateral form ; 
bounded on two sides by the deeper waters of the lake, and 
on the land side, by the morass and the flooded ditches. 

III. ORAVBB. 

It is generallv believed, that the earliest forms of sepulchral 
structures, are those described by antiquarians as the *< Giants* 
Chambers,** or the <* Ganggraben,** or the " Passage graves." 
These consist of a vast mound, from one side of which a 
passage, form^ of large blocks of stone, leads into a great 
central chamber, also w&lled with stones, in which the dead are 
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deposited in a sittmg posture. In this chamber, along witb 
the debris of unbumt bones, it has been usual to find pottery^ 
flint implements, and weapons of polished stone, butnoarticle» 
of metal; hence the date of these interments, is referred by 
archaeologists to the second or polished period of the Stone 
age. Moreover, the evidences aiSbrded by the formation of 
the skulls found in these graves, which are supposed to have 
belonged to men with round heads, and heavy overhanging 
brows, or presenting what is called the brachycephalic type, 
have induced ethnoToffists to attribute them to an earlier race 
of colonists than the Celts and Teutons. Some few of these 
chambered mounds are found in England, as at West Kennet, 
in Wiltshire; Wellow, in Somerset; Wayland Smith's Cave, 
in Berkshire ; Plas Newydd, Anglesey ; New Orange, County 
Meathy Ireland; and elsewhere, but there are no examples in 
Cumbria. 

The earliest sepulchral reUcs found in this country, are 
reckoned to belong to the Age of Bronze ; for this reason^ 
amongst others, that the mode of burial generally observed, 
accords with what is esteemed the characteristic of the Bronze 
Age, viz., burial with cremation, or else with the body in a bent 
, and contracted position. In the Stone Age it was usual to bury 
the corpse in a sitting posture ; while those cases in which the 
skeleton was extended may be referred to the age of Iron. 

Our sepulchral monuments may be said to consist of the 
cromlech — stone circles — the cairn — and the earthem barrow — 
and examples of all these are distributed very freely through- 
out the locality of Cumbria. 

The dilapiaated remains of the cromlech are common 
enough in this county, but in no instance that I am aware of 
is it met with now, with all its stones in situ. A few years- 
ago, two or three were preserved in Fumess, but they are now 
destroyed. The cromlech,' in its simple and more usual form, 
consists of three blocks oif stone set on end, in the manner 
of a tripod, bearing <m their tops a large, prominent block, 
called the copstone. In some instances two stones are left, one 
upright, and the other fallen ; in other cases a single standing 
stone marks the site of the original cromlech. We shall see 
examples of thb on Barton Fell. 

In many instances the cromlech was set round with a circle 
of smaller stones ; but also you may have the cromlech stand- 
ing alone without this investure ; or, again, you may have a 
circle or series of circles of stones without the central cromlech. 

These 
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These stone circles, which are very common in many parts 
of England, and to which clbgs the popular but very fal- 
lacious name of Druid Circles^ are now well known to be 
sepulchral monuments. They abound in Cornwall, in Wales, 
in the north of England, and north of Scotland. We find 
them in this neighbourhood, varying much in size, from the 
small, insignificant ring of a few stones on our hill sides, 
through the ascending scale of magnitude, to the gigantic 
proportions of our wondrous and far-famed monument, ** Long 
Meg and her Daughters." A very perfect type of one of 
those circles we shall find on Barton Fell. 

Usually the circle is single, but sometimes the stones are 
set in a concentric form, in a double, triple, or quadruple series. 
The Sunbrick circles, near Morecambe Bay, which I visited 
lately, in one of the excursions of the Lancaster meeting of 
the Institute, consist of an inner circle of 30ft. in diameter, 
formed of 12 stones, and an outer 90 feet, formed of 19 or 20 
stones. Our circle at "Vamonside, which will afterwards be 
described, is an instance of a quadruple circle. The area 
enclosed by some of these stone circles seem to have been 
raised in the form of a circular mound. The relative facility 
afforded by the locality for gathering soil or stones, seems to 
have determined whetner such a tumulus shall have been an 
earthem barrow, or a stony cairn. Such vestiges as remain 
of tumuli in the vicinity of UUswater are situated on high 
ground, and principally on the Westmorland shore of the lake. 
I'he ground is rocky, stone is easily procurable, and soil less 
so ; hence we find exclusively the cairn formation ; and it is 
not until we reach the lower ground that we meet with the 
earthem barrow. 

Immersed in the cairn, instead of being exposed to open 
view like the cromlech, there is also a recess provided for the 
dead, called the kist-vaen or stone-chest. This consists of an 
oblong box, formed of slabs of stone, placed in an upright 
position, inclosing a bottom of rock or stones, and completed 
by a cover of one or more flat stones on the top ; within this 
the unbumed body was placed m a doubled-up posture. Then 
was gathered, doubtless with great labour, a superincumbent 
mass of stones, forming a conical mound, to mark the burial 
place and perpetuate the memory of the dead. In the for- 
mation both' of the cromlech and the kist-vaen, we may 
recognise rude representatives of the classic mausoleum and 
sarcophagus. One most perfect example of a kist-vaen is 
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now exposed to view amongst those remains, which I most 
now proceed to describe in detail. 

On that part of Barton Fell, which separates the lowest 
reach of Ullswater from Askham and the vale of Lowther, 
there is a very extensive plateau of moor land ; it is called 
Moor Doveack. It is 1000 feet above the level of the sea, it 
is the advanced outshoot of the mountain ran^e of High 
Street and tha Ullswater Fells; it is covered with ling and 
heather and short mountain grasses, that afford but a scanty 
bite to the Herdtoieke, the country breed of mountain sheep, 
that are stinted on the heafs of these commons. The Hie h 
Street Roman Road from Ambleside, which courses the 
summit of the mountain of the same name, and over the 
adjoining fells of Load Pot, and Swarth Fell, may be dis- 
tinctly traced over Moor Doveack, in its route, (as I believe 
to the ford at Yanwath, as well as,) to job the Maiden Way 
at Brovacum or Brougham. Besides this ancient causeway, 
there is a rough cart track over this common, leading from 
Pooley to Helton, and. the vallev of the Lowther, and it is to 
the lefit of this path to Helton, that the prehistoric structures, 
to which I am about to refer, are situated. Here was the 
burial ground of the clans who occupied the sides of the lake. 
I will indicate by numbers all the memorials to be met within 
this interesting locality, beginning at the south. 

No. 1. — Near the ffuide post, on the track leadinfi; to 
Heltondale. there stands a large single stone ; it is called by 
those who nrequent the common, the Kopstone or Cock-stone. 
It measures five feet out of the ground, and is about twelve 
feet in circumference. Although now standing by itself, it is 
on the south boundary of what appears to have been a circle 
of about fifteen yards in diameter — from the quantity of loose 
stones within this area, the circle seems to have inclosed a 
cairn. There are marks of exploration, at some long antecedent 
date, II) the centre for the interment. 

No. 2. — (a) Two standing stones close to each other; 
appearance of circle ; possiblv the remains of a cromlech. 
(h) The base of a small circular cairn, nine feet in diameter ; 
nearly obliterated; no standing stones; has been opened. 

No. 3. — A very perfect and undisturbed example of a small 
single stone circle. There are twelve stones standing in 
regular order, varying somewhat in size, and closely approach^ 
ing or almost touching each other. The diameter of the 
space inclosed within them is eighteen feet. I was preiient. at 
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the digcovery of the interment, under the superintendence of 
our honorary member, the Rev. Canon Greenwell, in 1866. 
It was found by digging about three feet under the present 
surface, about the centre of the circle, and it consisted of the 
remains of a sun-baked urn inclosed in a rude cell of flat 
stones, to prevent the pressure of earth. The urn contained 
calcined bones and black earth. 

No. 4 — Standing to the south-west of No. 3, there are 
three or four large upright stones, which have formed part of 
the boundary of what has evidently been a cairn. The plateau 
of the cairn is easily made out, although the stones composing 
it have been removed down to the level of the ground ; and it 
has occupied a circle of about fifteen yards in diameter. It has 
evidently been disturbed, and searches have been made at 
some former period for the interment, by diggings in the 
centre, and by cross trenches. 

This caun presents the following peculiarity, which has 
been noticed elsewhere, viz., that from portions of its drcum- 
ference, there proceed three spoke-like projections, or pro- 
longations of cairn structure, extending from it in a straight 
direction for several yards. These supplemental appenda^^es 
no doubt would be added at a date posterior to the formation 
of the central mound, and in all probability were raised over 
secondary or subsequent burials. This same arrangement is 
even better seen in the next and more important monument 
we arrive at. No. 5. 

' From No. 4 a line of stones may be traced for some hundred 
yards, proceeding in a westerly direction ; they pass by a small 
circle of fourteen feet in diameter, with a sin^^le stone of large 
size in the centre, in all probability the remains of dilapidated 
cromlech, and leads towards 

No. 5.^— This is the most important of these sepulchral 
remains on Moor Doveack, from uie fiict of this caini covering 
the largest area : — ^from its form and extent being well marked 
— on account of its elevation above the level of the ground-— 
and from its piesentbg to view, at the present moment, an 
excellent and perfect specimen of a kist*vaen or atone chamber. 

This cairn has been formed by the heaping together of a 
quantity of stones, of ever^ variety of size, for even some laiffe 
boulders still remain, which appear to have bounded the 
circumference of the base. The diameter of the circle is about 
twenty yards. Here, as in No* 4, you find the same spoke-like 
piojeotioos, or (to ajipiopxiate a botanioal simile ) gibbous 
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appendages, to which I hare adverted. There are three of 
these : one to the north, one to the south, and oae to the west, 
each about thirteen yards in length, and two yards in breadth, 
imparting, on a bird*s-eye view, a kind of star-fish appearance 
to the structure. Not precisely in the centre of the circle, 
but a little to the south-east of that point, lies- the stone 
chamber. The measurements of the cavity of this stone^hest 
are four feet six inches long, two feet wide, and one foot seven 
inches deep. The two sides are formed of single blocks of the 
mountain limestone of the district, roughly shaped, and set on 
edge in an upright position ; the two ends are closed by around- 
shaped cobble. The lid is formed of a single slab of limestone, 
four feet six inches long, three feet wide, and five inches thick. 
The plane of the kist-vaen has a direction nearly north and 
south. This chamber, when first laid open a few years ago, 
contained the remains of a skeleton, and on a visit to it two 
years ago, I found a number of fragments of human bones still 
remaining. The body must have oeen deposited in a bent or 
contracted position, the length of the Stone-chest being only 
four-and-a-half feet 

It is not, however, exclusively on high, elevated situations, 
such as this on Barton Fell and Moor Doveack, that we are to 
look for the vestiges of ancient burial places. On the rough, 
stony, uncultivated surface of these high-lying moors, we find 
the remains of the cromlech, surrounded or not with stone 
circles, and the remains of the cairn mound, of stones, or of 
stones and earth combined. But the low-lying, marshy ground 
by rivers' sides, the morass, the swampy hollows, useless and 
uncultivated on account of their wetness, seems equally to 
have been appropriated for burial places by some clans at 
certain epochs. 

I have seen evidences of these graves on low marshy ground 
at Penruddock ; at Beckses, near Motherby ; on Cliburn Ling, 
in Newton Reigny parish ; several on Hunsonby and Skirwith 
Moors, and various other localities ; and also near this lake, 
at Crookadyke, near Crossdormont. In such cases, on account 
of the softness of the substratum, I suppose, the monument 
ceases to be a raised barrow or cairn ; but consists of large 
boulders, set round at regular intervals, in simple or composite 
circles. In the course of ages, these stones have sunk in their 
beds, so as to be partially buried, and in many cases wholly 
so, dieir tops only being exposed ; or their situation merely 
being marked by nilloclu in the rough sod which covers them. 

It 
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It is releyant to the sphere gronnd of the present monograph, 
that I should mdicate to you some extensive vestiges of such 
prehistoric relics within the region of this lake^ which have 
remained undescribed and unknown to archaeologists ; these I 
literally stumbled upon last summer, in a manner purely 
accidental. 

Descending the left bank of the Eamont, after leaving 
Dunmawland, after passing a few enclosures you arrive at a 
small field of about an acre in extent. The surface of this 
field, two years ago, was studded with stumps and hillocks 
overgrown with moss and herbage. There stood near the far 
hedge, a very large block of stone ; its height above the surface 
was about three feet ; it was blasted, and six cartl6ads of stone 
were carried from it, but much was left in the ground. You 
can still see the places from whence this and many other 
large stones have been removed ; and in the disposition of 
these, and of the hillocks I have spoken of, you can mark a 
circular arrangement. This and the next field go by the 
name of Yamonside. 

It is to this next field I am about to refer ; and the adjoining 
chart will exhibit the site and location of these buried circles ; I 
have made a plan also, in which is indicated the disposition and 
bearings, and distances of the separate stones so far as they 
can be traced by the marks on the surface. 

This meadow is about 80 yards wide, and 150 yards long, 
and contains an area of 2*448 acres ; it is skirted on its eastern 
border by the river Eamont. Most of this field is of a wet 
and swampy character. At the distance of eighteen yards 
from the riverside, you notice the first hillock; strike the 
ferrule of your stick through the soft sod; it impinges on a 
block of stone, occupying a considerable sur&cd, and evidently 
of considerable size ; observe all around, there are similar 
hillocks; here and there, the stones crop out of the surface, 
and you can estimate their probable magnitude. By a little 
circumspection, the eye of the observer can begin to trace a 
series of concentric circles. In the midst, there is a stone 
much larger than the rest. The top of it is of a hogr-backed 
shape ; it stands about a foot out of the ground, and its back 
is eight-and-ap-half feet long and three feet thick. This I take 
to be the principal ^^maenhir" or long stone. Fix the end 
of vour tape line on the centre of this stone, and you shall 
find twelve or thirteen stumps of stones or hillocks, at nearly 
equal distances firom each other, occupying a drcumfierential 
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position, in a circle of which the radius is abont ten yards. 
Without this inner circle No. 1, at the radius distance of 
fourteen or fifteen yards, nine stones or hillocks, placed in a 
concentric form, may be traced, forming circle No. 2. Without 
this, at the radius distance of eighteen or twenty yards, con- 
centric circle No. 3 is found, consisting of eighteen or twenty 
stones ; and beyond this circle. No. 4, at the radius distance of 
twenty-four to twenty-seven yards, the sites of thirteen or 
fourteen stones can be iGEurly made out. 

Here then, we have a complete peristalith of four concentric 
circles set round a monolith ; of which circles the outermost 
has a diameter of 52 yards, or 156 feet, and in the formation 
of which there are at least fififcy boulders of which we can mark 
the position. 

Viewed in its pristine and perfect state, this elaborate and 
composite monument must have afforded a typical repre^ 
sentation of Celtic sepulture; and that, too, not devoid 
of appropriate grandeur, and solemnity, and significance. 
These massive boulders, torn by nature from their parent 
rocks— -polished and scored, it might be, by glacial action — 
but uncniselled and untooled by hand of man — (for at latest 
we are in the i^ of bronze)— ^set in their endless circular 
lines ^-standing afone in their barbaric ruggedness — symbolise 
to the mind, images of eternity and infinitv, and monumental 
stability, with far greater force and faithfulness, than does the 
most ornate mausoleum, the most pompous epitaph, or the 
most priceless marble ever sculptured by the hand of an 
Angelo. But alas! for the mutability of human devices; 
these megaliths, raised by .the labour of savage hordes — ^the 
silent sentinels of the funeral fires of races of chiefliuns two 
thotttand years ago— the cynosure, doubtiess, of neighbouring 
tribes-Hsire now passed by, unheeded or unseen by every way- 
£Eurer ; while Nature's moimd, the great stronghold of those 
septs. Dun moo/tn, the mound of the bracou pUe, frowns over 
the plain as of yore ; and the river to which it eives the name, 
the Ea mown — ^the water of the mound^— flows by evetw 
lastingly, in mockery, as it were, of the £euling of man's 
handiwork. 
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Art. XVII^^A Survey t^the Ranmn Roudjftrom Marypori 
to Papcustte. By the kite FrechriUe Larson Batlantine 
Dykes, Esq., Dovenby HtA. 

*Read by Dr. Bruee, at Maryport, July 7th, 18T0. 

THE Roman Road frolic the Btation 6f Oleiuicam (Mary- 
port) to that ^ Denretftio (Papcaeltle), #e mbj oonstder 
to leare the former by the south-east e«tt^ and proceed as 
indicated on the plan, o^cfr the first tiro fields ; bat the plough 
has obliterated all trace. At the second hedge, that of a lar^e 
rrass field, the trace Is Veir distinct; h side cutting leads 
down by an easy curve and sk|>e to t^ turnpike road, whence 
it traverses the park in fixMit of Netherhall to a point where 
the substructure is discovered. It then crosses the Ellen and 
the railway to the top of the baak, formerly an easier slope, 
till cut into its present abrupt form by tlie railway. There 
ate no indications of the crdestng iA the iiAmediate vicinity of 
the river — attributable to the action of water, in a diangeable 
used. It is probable the Ellen flowed in a difierent course 
"coursei—nor of any kind of bridge, if such ^ould have been. 
That is even seen in <dd phins extant. A neighbouring much 
la»er river, the Derwent, was evidently crossed only by a 
ford, as may be seen in the south road at Papcastle And 
eidbteen centimes alter riven as other things. 

Distinct indications of the road are found again at the top 
of the bank on the souUi side of the river Ellen. The line 
then crosses the field and a small comer of the adjoining 
meadow, where, as comparatively undisturbed by the plough, 
the smaller materiak appear on the surfisuse in tne ditch, the 
larger in the hedges amoining. I may remark here, tluit as 
the line crosses the fields and hedges in this part, instead of 
following, or rather being followed by the latter, as in other 
parts, the materials have been removed and scattered by the 
plough in cultivation. And the information of old people as 
to any body of stone that had formerly been met with by the 
plough, quite tallied with points otherwise clearly established. 
Over the hill in the next field, a barley-fieU, the line of the 
smaller rubble brought up by the plough, could be distinctly 
traced. A considerable deposit of the larger material, long 
removed and overgrown with brush, is lying in an adjoining 
oomer. 

w At 



Digitized by 



Google 



170 Raman Road from Maryport to Papeastle. 

At the top of the second field the formation is plain : an 
the headland and in the ditch and through the hedge the 
larger payins; materials appear. The passage is plain through 
the bank and fence, at tne bottom of the next field, into a 
small meadow or grass land, where it had been out into 
recently by drainsi^ and the materials were on the surfieuse. 
In the next field, belonging to Mr. Sewell of Hayborougb 
House, which had only recently been brought into a state for 
general cultivatipn, I found the strongest traces. From 500 
to 600 cartloads of large stones have b^n taken out of this and 
the adjoining field, great part of which had been used in the 
erection of rarm buildings. I found the field under the plough ; 
it is a long field with a ridge or slope on either side ; and 
looking down them, the smaller rubble brought up by the 
plough, and now alone remaining, lay in as distinct a line as 
one drawn on a plan, a guiding iine for the road in each 
direction. Mr. Sewell has erected a temporary white pillar, 
a conspicuous guide to sight, and he intends^ 1 believe, to 
replace it by a permanent one. 

In the next field I have to mention, an adjoining one, in 
grass, the road is mainly unremored, as may be simdently 
perceived at the surfeice, and an actual remoral must be made 
to admit of ploughing throughout. The plough has been 
active in the next, thoi^h the trace is clear enough ; and at 
the bottom, on the headland, a rough piece of ground, the 
formation remains, and the substructure appears in the hedge 
and ditch on the other side. In the next neld we found it to 
have been met with in drains then being made. The same 
had occurred b the next again. 

The Commercial Inn, on the high road from Maryport to 
Cockermouth, has been placed on the Roman Road, and close 
to this inn a good deal of the larger material appears in a 
hedge ; a pair of stone posts are fixed in a bed of it. 

The Roman Road here joins, and is identical with, the 
present turnpike road. The large material appears con- 
picuously in the hedges in considerable quantities, which I had 
particularly noticed some years ago, when they were dressed 
and reformed. 

In all road works, as I found from the nephew and assistant 
of the late surveyor, who lives^ close by, an old substructure 
bad always been met with. And this had been especially 
the case on the occasion of some alterations and improvements 
that were made when building a new bridge and lowering the 
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voad, at a place called Sepulchre Beck, exciting some interest 
at the time. 

When the present diversion at the Folly or Linefoot was 
made to Cockermouth, a cat was made on the north of the 
Folly Bridge to stop the previous road ; this went through a 
sabstructure, partly paved, of what was no doubt a Roman 
Road. This road still remains open as an occupation one to 
Dovenby. Viewed in conjunction with what we have just 
passed over, Che long strairat undeviating line of up and down 
nill has a peculiar effect. Trom the want of modem material, 
the old rough under material shows plainly through in many 
places, ana the larger may be seen in the hedges. The 
appearances alter near the top of the last hill towards 
Dovenby, more material having been put on at a shorter 
distance from the village ; but a cut made across the road at 
this point showed the substratum at a small depth beneath. 
One or two cuts lowdr again, at the present turn to Dovenby, 
showed the separation of the roads, the ancient one being 
found thinly in lower ground to the right. Here at the turn 
to Dovenby, originated the abandonment ^eventually carried 
out further south) of the Via Militaris, in tne diversion of the 
road to Dolfin's settlement at Dolfenby, now Dovenby, 
about the time of the Conquest. Providently, as did our 
ancestors, Dolfin had removed east from the line, where no 
springs would have been found, to the outburst of them at 
every door. 

Waldeof, first Lord of AUerdale, at the same time removed 
his abode of Pepards Castle or Papcastle, east from Derventio, 
on the bank of one river, to what oecame Cockermouth on the 
banks of two. 

As Dolphin had married Waldeofs sister Maud,* we may 
suppose a communication between the two places would, with 
the disuse of the old road, be commenced in the present 
direction. This, too, may have been connected with the 
erection of Dolfin's fortalice or mansion, for in the immediate 
vicinity of Dovenby scarcely a block or boulder is to be met 
with, whilst the walls of the older part of the house, now 
Dovenby Hall, particularly the the thick ones of the old tower, 
are entirely composed of them; a circumstance which could 
not be accountea for till the discovery lately of the close 
proximity of the road, the larger material of which there is 
every appearance has been so used. 
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Retuming' to where the loads direrge^ we find tke ancieat^ 
one entering the field in front. Through this field and the- 
next, from their being under constant cuhiTation» there is. 
little in the way of indicatioD by material. In the first field, 
as on a higher le^l, there will have been a cut, as appears, 
from the forced earth found, the material. haTing bo double 
been removed over the hedge of the second, for there, only, 
is the appearance of stone again* The direction is then 
through tne foot of a wood, across whaX has been a quarry. 
Thouff h off the line, some material, apparently bdonging to it, 
was round near this spot in making an open drun. The 
quarrying of the stone nere has evidently been commenced by 
Roman roadmakers, for the precise kind of freestone is found 
in the ground further on. Further back the same occurs be- 
tween llayboroueh House and the Commercial Inn, in the 
vicinity of an old quarry. And forward to Papcastle the 
limestone used is exclusively from quarries or other appear- 
ances of workings still in the vicinitv« 

Through the wood the material is distinctly found adjoin- 
ing the orook marking the crossing, and in the grass land 
onwards, about eighteen inches bek»w the sudaee ; and in it 
there is much of the freestone of the quajrry. 

Though Lysoos states this line to have been successfully 
traced throughout, I certainly never heard of its having been 
done here, where there was Utde to guide, connect, or give to 
appearances a name I never heard attached to them. What- 
ever the direction might be considered to be elsewhere, 
and not very distinctly perhaps, the line here was always 
considered to have been further west. 

An evident rise or bump in an old private road finom the 
Hall next shows clearly the intersection, notwithstanding 
constant wear and tear, and repair as weU. Crossing thence 
into the ^^ Long Wood,'' never disturbed by the plough, the 
materia], excepting the larger part, is neariy entire, with Httle 
soil over it, though overgrown with grass and trees. The 
depth is from two to three feet where cut through. It passes . 
then a steep ravine by a curious and distinct curved slope* 
This has been here by an embankment r>f stone^ as in moist 
ground, while at Maryport a similarpioceeding, in drier soil, 
no doubt, was by a side cutting. To tbia embankment iJso» 
I certainly never heard a name or explanatioii given, isolated 
and buried in a wood as it is, or that any one had passed over 
it as part of the Roman Road. Out of the wood it may be 
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traced across the two next fields when tinder the plough, and 
tfiere are marks at the intervenbg road. On the east side of 
the edge of the following field— old grass — ^is a distinet 
formation, and material in it and the he^e attached, leading 
to a rongb old fence of thorns and limestones. Through this 
fence is the most striking feature on the whole line, a piece of 
road comparadyely perfect as a broad grassy platform, four 
yards wide on an average, for great part of its length eighteen 
inches to two feet above the surface, and about 130 yanb long. 
Much of the cobble kerbing appears perfect at the one si^, 
the othtt forms the £»ice. It is partly planted with trees, and 
forms a picturesque object as it ascends and traverses the- 
elevated ndge of the field. Looking through the intervenmg 
foliage straight in one direetion are the double hedges on the 
hills of the old Maryport road ; in the oth^ the eye meets the 
Papcastle station, which now comes in view. Following the 
line, so to say, the fence here has preserved the material, 
though the nature of this raised terrace has* hitherto been- 
imknown in the neighbourhood. 

The same line of fence» in a diminished form, but filled witk 
material, continues clearly enough the line of road in a straight 
coarse to the entrance of au old occupation road or lane. 
This road or lane deviates somewhat firom the previous direction* 
by a gentle sweep to the west. A careful examination, how- 
ever, of the adjoining land proves the impoasilnlity of there- 
being any other line, and the cause of deviation is obvious. 
A more direct approach to the station would have entailed » 
long and laboiions ascent of the steep fece of the hill on whick 
it stands* or bridging the sharp ^idly at the bottom. The* 
groaod fells to the west, and the hne thus pasBing over H has^* 
an easy ascent. 

A piece of rubble fonnation appears at its junction with the* 
present Broughton Road, the line of which, thowh modmi^ 
ked, probably carries the road iq» to the station. The oU lane^ 
is a cuious deep and sunken on^ evidently a cutting. 

The immediate apprendk to the station woidd mpeat to* 
have been^t the low^ part of the ftim boiUings bdongii^^ 
to Mr. Ste^, M.P. But fisom tba great ehaoeea made in tke 
ground by the other bvtUings at Papcaatl^^at can only be 
coDJectniaL 

The fields in which the statioo has principally stood are 
oslled<«Bnixens'' or <' Borrcns ** ift cusioas coincidence with 
their opposite neighbour across the Solway, <« Buirenswork.'' 

The 
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The rampart, partly on the west, and round the north and 
east side to the Pinfold, may be well traced by the fences and 
otherwise. 

The ditch is plain on the east, down past the Pinfold, 
through Mr. Wybergh's and Mr. Dodgspn's grounds, and, in 
a somewhat irregular line, through Mr. Waugh's property to 
the river. 

There is a very fine line of rampart at the river's edge for 
some little distance, giving ap|)arentlY a river frontage. 
Nothing can be traced up the hill again on the west, all 
having been obliterated by a considerable wash and run on to 
the land from the town. 

At the foot of the hill is a very distinct track of a road 
sweeping round to the south, and crossing the Derwent by a 
ford. It is popularly termed the Friars' Widk. This has 
greatly the appearance of a junction with a road lately dis- 
covered in Mr. Harris's pleasure-grounds and running under 
part of his house. And in the direction of the junction are 
large blocks in the foundation of a wall on the road to 
Cockermouth, where it would have crossed. 

I happened to be looking over the locality a day or two after 
the discovery of a perfect Roman well, in Mr. Harris's 
pleasure^^unds. It had shortly been cleaned out, but no 
remains had been met with. I found it very neatly walled, 
about 2 ft. 4 in. in diameter, and 25 to 30 ft. deep, very 
similar to the one in the Maryport camp. As soon as it had 
been cleaned out, the water began to flow rapidly. Mr. 
Harris has put in a pump, and finds an unexpected piece of 
good fortune in a supply of water, that it might have been 
difficult otherwise to nave met with ; the well itself being an 
object of the greatest interest. 

If the ditch bounded the camp, I thought that the well, being 
outside, might perhaps have appearea strange, but it was 
e^dently used for other purposes. Close to it a sort of recep- 
tacle was discovered, in which was a large mass of unworked 
pottery-clay of a fine red colour and quality, unknown in this 
country. Along with the clay were also pieces of finished 
pottery and fra^ents. And the well, no doubt, was used for 
tempering the clay, and for other purposes of the workmen, 
who seem to have hastily left the locahty, Mr. Harris hopes 
to be able to have the cmy made up. 

In the upper part of the ditch a quantity of charred grain 
also was found a few years ago. 

TTie 
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The site of this station, no doubt a large one, must be con- 
sidered to have been well-chosen. It is a tract of fine dry 
land sheltered from the north, with a sunny aspect and slope to 
the south, on which side it communicated with, and was 
bounded by, a broad river. 

Its elevated position to the north afforded a very com- 
manding view of the country, whilst the long and steep ascent 
to it on that side rended defence easy. 



Art. XVIII On the Altars recently found in the Roman 

Camp at Maryport. By Dr* Collingwood Bruce. 

Read at Maryport, July I7M, 1870. 

THE north of England is rich in Roman inscriptions. 
Comparatively few have been found in the south; but 
fortunate as we are in this respect, never before, probably, 
were the antiquaries of this district able to rejoice over such a 
sudden acquisition of treasure as we have before us to-day. 
Within a brief space, not less than seventeen altars have been 
exhumed on a spot of ground outside the camp of Maryport, 
and all of these, with a single exception, bear inscriptions 
which are distinctly legible. 

Before proceeding to notice the altars in detail, I may be 
permitted to make some observations upon the camp in the 
vicinity of which they have been found. When the Romans 
grasped the throat of England — the isthmus between the Tyne 
and the Solway — they did it with a tenacitv all their own. 
Thev not onlv drew the wall from sea to sea, but they planted 
garrisons to tne north and the south of it, to stem, in either 
direction, the first torrent of attack. In addition to this, they 
seem to have given considerable attention to the fortification 
of the Cumbrian coast, south of the wall. Camden, who 
visited this neighbourhood in 1599, draws attention strongly 
to this fact. Speaking of St. Bees Head, he says (I quote 
from the contemporary translation of Philemon Holland), 
*^ From hence the shore draweth itself back by little and little, 
^^ and, as it appeareth by the heaps of rubbish, it hath been 
** fortified all along by the Romanes, wheresoever there was easie 
^* landing. For it was the outmost bound of the Roman empire, 
<< and the Scots lay sorest upon this coast and infested it most 
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•^ when, us it were, wkb «(nitiinial surges of wane tibey flowed 
** and flocked faither by heapes oat of Ireland ; and oertaine it is 
^* that Moresby, a Iktle tillage where is a road for sfaips» was 
^< one of these fortificatioas.'' Again, speaking of Workington — 
^*a place fBimous for taking of salmons "---Jie says, ^* From 
*^ hence some thmke there was a wall made to defend the shore 
^^ in convenient places for four miles or thereabout by Stilioo, 
<* the potent commander m the Roman state, what time as the 
*' Scots annoyed these coasts out of Ireland. For thus speaketh 
*^ Britaine of herself in Claudian ; ^ Mequoque vicinis pereut^ 
<^ tern gentibusj Munivit StilicOf totam cum Scotus Hibemem 
** movit^ et irrfesto spumavit remige Thetis.* There are also," 
he goes on to say ^* continued ruins and broken walls to bee 
<^ seene as fimre as to Elne Month (the present Maryport). 
*^ Seated upon the height of « hill, the camp hath a goodly 
^^ prospect farre into the Irish sea, but now corne growes where 
<< the towne stood, nevertheless many ezpresse footings thereof 
** are evidently to be seene, the andent vaults stand open, and 
^* many altars, stones with inscriptions, and statues, are here 
** ffotten out of the ground, which J. Sinous, a very honest man, 
^< m whose grounds they a^e digged up, keepetn charily, and 
^^ hath placed orderly about his house." 

I have no doubt that Camden has correctly described the 
manner in which this coast was fortified by the Romans, but 
I am quite sure that he and his authority, Claudian, are wrong in 
ascribing the work to Stilico. I have little hesitatiim in sa^g 
that the altars which we are now to examine, were burieS 
in the spot where they have recently been found, two centuries 
before Stilico appeared upon the stage of the world's history. 
As it is of importance to fix the time when the Romans seieed 
the magnificent site, now occupied by the camp of Maryport, 
we mav as well at once address ourselves to this subject. On 
two of the altars recently discovered, and on another with 
which we have been long mmiliar, the name of Marcus Maenius 
Agrippa, the tribune, occurs. Now, fiom an inscription which 
has been found near the modem city of Camerino, in central 
Italy, we learn that M. Msenius Agrippa was a personal friend 
of the Emperor Hadrian, and that amongst the other offices 
which he neld, was that of prefect (or as we would call it, 
admiral) of the British fleet. This enables us to fix the date 
of these altars. Hadrian was in Britain in the year 120, and 
it is not improbable that he may have brought his friend 
Agrippa along with him. Farther, as there era be little 
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doubt that the Romans established a camp at Maryport» 
because it commands the Solway Firth, and dl the waters in 
its vicinity, we see why the admiral of the British fleet was 
appointed to this station. But we have other evidence than 
this, of the comparatively early occupation of the camp of 
Maryport by the Romans. One or two altars, discovered some 
time ago, and which are now in the portico of the mansion at 
Netherhall, we find a prefect, named Acilianus, making on one 
of them a dedication to Jupiter. The date when Acilianus 
flourished, is rendered clear by another of the treasures, 
preserved in the portico, a much-broken slab, which mentions 
the erection of some building by this prefect and ^* for the 
safety of Antoninus Pius." Antoninus Pius was the immediate 
successor to Hadrian, and he assumed the purple, A.D. 138, 
The Romans must therefore have been here m the time of 
Hadrian and Antoninus Pius. The newly-discovered altars, 
excepting that they supply us with the name of Msenius 
Agrippa, do not furnish us with a date. Still we are not 
altogether at a loss upon this subject. The character of an 
inscription, and the form of the letters employed, often enables 
us to judge approximately of its age. In the time of Hadrian 
the inscriptions were brief and simple, the letters well formed, 
and there was an entire absence of the practice, which was after- 
wards introduced, of uniting two or three letters together, after 
the manner of our dipthongs. Judging from intimations of this 
character, I would venture to suggest the latest of these 
newly-found altars belongs to the reign of Antoninus Pius. I 
am glad to find this opinion corroborated by a gentleman well 
entitled to speak upon the subject. Mr. John Buchanan of 
of Glasgow, who is familiar with the inscriptions found upon 
the Roman Wall in Scotland, all of which belong to the reign 
of Antoninus Pius, writes to me thus : — " These altars, as well 
" as the cut of the letters, closely resemble those found along 
** the Antonine Wall, and I agree with you in conjecturing that 
« their era is about the reign of Antoninus Pius." I think, 
moreover, not only that these altars were carved at the early 
period of which I speak, but that they were buried in the spot 
where they have been found long before the abandonment of 
Britain by the Romans. I found this opinion not only upon 
the clearness and sharpness of their sculpture but upon another 
circumstance. After the Romans had been long in the 
country, and had formed matrimonial and other connections 
with the friendly natives, their own mythology became blended 
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with the Buperstitioiis of the people with whom they associated. 
The native gods were associated with those of Greece and 
Rome. N0W9 amongst the recently-discovered altars we find 
no trace of a British divinity. Jnpiter is the chief object of 
worship, twelve are dedicated to him ; the others are addressed 
to the Emperor, to Victory, to Mars, and to Vulcan. Had 
the altars been buried in the third or fourth centuries I think 
we should have had some traces of the Cumbrian gods Cocidius 
and Belatucader, which we do not ; and I thini:, also, that we 
should have had some indications of the conflict of opinion 
which we know was then taking place, in the discovery of 
some altars dedicated Dibus Veteribus — to the old gods ; and 
probably, also, some dedication to the Persian god Mitkrasj 
the worship of whom' at that time was exceedingly prevalent. 
Before proceeding to form a conjecture (absolute certainty, 
I fear, is unattainable) as to the causes which led to the in- 
terment of the altars before us, it is necessary that we should 
know the circumstances attending their discovery. The spot 
on which the altars have been found lies at the distance of 
about 350 yards from the Roman camp, which overlooks the 
modem town of Maryport, in a northerly direction. The 
altars have been clustered together in a space somewhat 
circular in its character, and of about sixty feet in diameter. 
The discovery occured in this manner : — Our esteemed chair* 
man of to-day, J. Pocklington Senhouse^ Esq., of Netberhall, 
having taken into his own hands a portion of ground hitherto- 
cultivated by a tenant, bad given orders for having it brought 
into good condition. As a first step in this process, the 
plough was driven to a greater depth than had previously been 
done. Here and there the share struck against large stones, 
which were marked for removal. On the Idth of April a stone 
was dislodged, and, on its being removed, a carved block was 
seen lying beneath it. This proved to be an altar. The 
attention of Mr. Humphrey Senhouse was called to the curcum- 
stance, and he instantlv and energetically adopted those 
measures which have resulted in the discovery of the largest 
find of altars on record. It seems that a series of pits had been 
formed in the circular space of the ground to which I referred. 
These pits were from four to six feet deep, and usually they 
penetrated the subsoil (which here is a stiff day), to some 
extent. The bottom of several of these pits, were paved with 
<^ cobble " stones. Into these pits the altars had been put* 
In no one instance wns the mce of the altar found lying 
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iippennost. In several cases the inscriptions were l]^ing 
sideways, in some downwards. Two of the pits contained 
three altars each ; foar other pits contained two each ; others 
only one. Besides the holes m which altars were found, others 
were examined, in which no perfect altar was discovered, but 
only broken pieces of altars, and a mass of loose stones. The 
appearances presented by these barren pits, led the excavators 
to suppose that they too hadoriginallv been occupied by altars, 
but tnat at some period anterior to the present they had been 
noticed and removed. The altars have been placed in their 
beds with care. When more than one is placed in a pit» it has 
been covered over with loose stones and earth before the next 
was put in, and the second or third was covered in a similar 
manner. Marks of haste are, however, evident. In one pity 
the first altar was lying at the bottom with its foce downwards, 
but two others were lying diagonally across it as if hurriedly 
thrown in. In some instances portions of the capitals have 
been broken off the altars, apparently by the force with which 
they have been projected into their places— the displaced 
fragments lying beside them. 

The question now arises, how came these altars to be here ? 
The first thought which suggests itself to most minds, is — 
Has this been the site of a temple, and are these the altars 
which were placed within it? A number of circumstances 
tibliges us to abandon this theory. No traces of foundations 
have been found upon the spot. Roman building stones have 
been thrown into the pits, but they have probably been broufi^bt 
from the neighbouring suburban buildings, which extended 
to the north of the station. Had there been a substantial 
building on this spot, traces of mortar would have been found, 
but there were none. Had this been a temple, the altars 
would have been found upon the surface, though covered with 
a mass of superincumbent ruin instead of being buried in the 
way that has been described. And lastlv^ no one temple 
would have contained so many as twelve altars to one god : 
twelve of the altars which we have before us, being dedicated 
to Jupiter. From this circumstance, it seems pretty plain 
that we have here the gathering of several temples. These 
altiurs have been brought from the camp or temples in its im* 
mediate vicinity. Have these altars been placed here by 
friends or by foes ? No one has paid much attention to Roman 
antiquities tirho has not earnestly desired to trace in existing 
ieaudnsy some evidence of the transference from heathenism to 
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Christianity, which took place during the period of the Roman 
occu{)ation of Britain ; and some may oe disposed to say 
that in this most remarkable find we have tne wished for 
proof. According to this view, the garrison have in a body 
embraced the worship of the one living and true God, and in 
a fit of righteous indignation have buried out of sight the altars 
dedicated to their false gods. The care with which the altars 
have been deposited in the pits and covered up, is fatal to this 
theory. Friends, not foes, to the prevailing iddatory, have 

{)laced them where they were found. Had religious enthusiasm 
ed to their removal from the camp, they would have been de- 
faced, and broken into pieces, ana the firagments would have 
been thrown over the cliflF. The only circumstance giving 
countenance to this view, is the fact, that one of the altars to 
Jupiter is worn on the iisuie, as if it had been used as a common 
whetstone. I do not know that much importance is to be 
attached to this matter, for probably the reverence which the 
Romans entertained for their deities was of a very superficial 
character. On the supposition, then, that these altars were 
deposited in the pits where they have been found, with a view 
to their preservation, and that they have been deposited in 
them towards the latter part of the second century, what was 
the occasion which led to the adoption of this course ? When- 
ever excavations are made in the camps or castles of the 
Roman Wall, proofs are obtained that the garrison manning it 
have on more than one occasion had to submit to defeat and 
disaster. Two, if not three, lairs of wood ashes and super- 
incumbent rubbish are uniformly met with. One of tnese 
seasons of calamity occured about A.D. 184. Xiphiline, in 
his abridgement of Don Cassius, says, '^Commodus was 
** engaged in several wars with the barbarians. The Britannic 
<^ war w^s the greatest of these, — for some of the nations 
<< within that island, having passed over the Wall which divided 
<* them from the Roman stations, and besides killing a certain 
<^ commander with his soldiers, having committed much other 
^^devastion, Commodus became alarmed, and sent Ulpius 
<* Marcellus against them." The Caledonian onslaught, thus 
referred to by Don Cassius, would not extend along the whole 
line of the Barrier. We have some evidence for believing that 
BorcovicuSy the central camp on the line, felt its chief force. 
In order to repel the invasion, and reconstruct the ruined 
works it would be necessary to concentrate the forces of the 
whole fortification. In order to do this, the troops would for 
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a time be withdrawn from those camps which were least 
threatened with danger. Maryport may have been temporarily 
deserted on this occasion, and the cohort then in the garrison 
may have barely had time to secure the altars dedicated to their 
eodsy against insult and injury. On the repression of the re- 
bellion, this cohort may have been placed in some other garrison 
and never returned to recover their altars. Such is the best 
explanation I can furnish, of the circumstances in which these 
altars have been found. This view is in harmony with the 
early date of the altars, and the care, yet haste, with which 
they have been deposited in the ground. I am indebted for 
the suggestion of it, to my friend Mr. Clayton, who has had 
more experience in the work of Roman excavation than any 
other individual in the North of England. 

But it is time to introduce the inscriptions to your notice, 
and this I will do in the order in which the altars were 
discovered. 

I. 



I'O'M 
L-CAMMI 
VS*MAXI 


lovi Optimo maximo 

Lucius Cammi- 

us Maxim- 


VS-PRABFBG 

TVS COH 

rHISPANO. 

BQ-V*S'L*L*M. 


US prsefeo- 

tus cohortis 

primsB Hispanorum 

eqmtatSB votum solvit Isatus 

libens merito. 



To Jupiter, best and greatest, Lucius Cammius Maximus, 
prefect of the first cohort of Spaniards (furnished with cavalry), 
joyfully and willingly erects this altar to one worthy of it. 

IK 

i*o*M* lovi Optimo maximo 



HABN Msenius [Agrippa] 

TRiBv tribunus 

To Jupiter the best and greatest, ..... Msnius 
Agrippa, a tribune, dedicates this. 

III. 
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IIK 

I'O'M* lovi optiiDo mazimo 

CAMMi Cammi 

[v]s MAXi 08 Mazi- 

Mvs PR£ mu8 pnefectus 

C0H*i*His. cohortU primsB HiBpanoram 

EQ'ET'TR'xviii equitatsB et tribunus 

coHOR-voLv* cohortis duodeyiceumaB Volun* 

tariorium 

V'S*L*M* votum solvit libens merito. 

To Jupiter, best and greatest, Cainmius Maximus, prefect 
of the first cohort of Spaniards (having a due proportion of 
cavalryV and tribune of the eighteenth cohort of Volunteers, 
willingly dedicates this altar, in discharge of a vow to one who 
is worthy. 

IV. 

Marti militari 

cohors prima Bsetasio- 

rum civium Romanorum 

cui prseest UU 

plus Titianus 

prsefectus votum solvit 

Iseta libens merito. 

To Mars, the warlike, the first cohort of Bsetasians, Roman 
citizens, commanded by Ulpius Titianus, a prefect, erects this 
altar in discharge of a vow, gladly, willingly, and to one 
deserving of it. 

V. 

lo^ Optimo maximo 
cohors prima Hispanorum 

equitata cui praeest 
Lucius Antistius Lucii filius 
Quirina (tribu) Lupus 
Verianus praefectus 
domu Sic- 
ca ex Africa 

[This altar is dedicated] to Jupiter, the best and greatest, 
by the first cohort of Spaniards, naving a due proportion of 
cavalry, commanded by Lucius Antistius Verianus, the son of 
Lucius, of the tribe Quirina^ a prefect, a native of Sicca, iB 
Africa* 

VI. 



MARTI MILITARI 
COH* I* BABTASIO 

RVM* C R* 
CVrPRABBST vPl] 

PIVS TITIANV[8J 
PRABF* V 8* L' L" M* 



r O* M* 

COH* !• HISP* 

EQ* CVI* PRABEST 

L- ANTISTIVS L- F- 

QVIRINA LVPVS 
VBRIANVS PRAE* 
DOMV* SIC 
CA BX AFRICA 
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¥1. 



I' ©• M" 


lovi Optimo maximo 


BT NVM- 


et numinibus 


AVG" COH- 


August! cohors 


I* HISPA* 


prima Hispanonim 


P08* 


posuit. 



To Jupiter, best and greatest, and the divine influences of 
the Emperor, the first cohort of Spaniards erects this altar. 



VIK 



r c M- 


lovi Optimo maximo 


C* CABAL. 


Caius Caballus 


FRISCVS 


Priscus 


TBIB* 


tribunus 



To Jupiter, the best and greatest, Caius Caballos Priscus,. 
a tribune, [erects this altar.] 



VIII. 



lovi optimo ma3diiio 
et numinibus Aueusti 
M»nius Agrii^ 
pa tribunus 
posuit. 



ET* NVM' AVO* 
MAB* A6RIP 
PA'TRIBV 

[p]os. 

To Jupiter, best and greatest, and to the divine influences* 
of the Emperor, Msenius Agrippa, has erectjed this. 



IX. 



lOVI OP* M* 
COHM 


lovi optimo maximo 
cohors prima 


HISPA* 




CVl PBAB. 


cuiprseest 


BBL8TRI 


Helstri- 


V8 NOVBL 


us Novel- 


LVS PRJE 


lusprsB 


FBCT 


fectus 



To Jupiter, the best and greatest, the first cohort of Spaniards;^ 
commanded by Helstrius Kovellus, prefect, decficates this. 
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X. 



I* O' M* 

COH* I* DA 

LMATAR- CVI 

FRABBST L* CM 

CILIYS VBOE 

TVS PRABFBG 

VS'L'M' 



lovi optimo maximo 
cohore prima Dal- 

raatarum cui 

pneest Lucius C» 

cilius Vege- 

tus pnefectus 

votum solvit libens merito. 



To Jupiter, best and fjpreatest, the first cohort of Dalmatians, 
commanded by Lucius Caecilius Vegetus, prefect, dedicates this 
altar in dischu'ge of a vow, willingly and to one deserving of it. 



XI. 

VictorisB augustas 

cohors prima Bsetar 

siorum dvium Romanorum 

cui prseest 

Titus Attius Tutor 

prsefectus 

votum solvit Iseta libens merito. 

To august Victory, the first cohort of Dsetasians, Roman 
citizens, commanded by Titus Attius Tutor, rear this altar in 
discharge of a vow, gladly, willingly, and to one deserving it. 



VICTORI-fi* AVO. 

COH- 1. BABTA 

8I0RVM, C R. 

CVI FRABBST 

T* ATTIV8 TVTOR 

PRABFBC 

V 8' L* L* M* 



XII. 

I* o* M* lovi optimo maximo 

COH* I* BABTA cohoFs prima Bseta- 

8IORVM siorum 

c* R* CVI PRAB civium Romanorum cui pr»- 

BST T* ATTivs cst Titus Attius 

TVTOR PRABF Tutor prsdfectus 
V* 8* L* L. M. votum solvit Iseta libens merito. 

To Jupiter,' best and greatest, the first cohort of Bsetasians, 
possessed of the Roman citizenship, and having for their prefect 
Titus Attius Tutor, erects this altar, gladly, willingly, and to 
a most deserving object. 

XIII. 

No. 13 is an elegantly formed altar, about two feet high, 
but it is without any inscription. 

XIV. 
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XIV. 

I* o* H* Igfn optimo maximo 

cou* 1 Conors prima 

HisPANo. Hispanorum 

CYi PRAB cui prse- 

BST c* GAB* est Caius Caballus 

PRiscvs Priscus 

TRiB* tribunus. 

To Jupiter, best and greatest^ the first cohort of Spaniards 
commanded by Caius Caballus Priscus, tribune. 

XV. 

lovi OP* M* lovi opdmo maximo 

BT NVM- AVG* ct numinibus August! 

M* MAS* AGRip* Marcus Msenius Agrippa 

TRiBVN tribun- 

vs us 

pos* posuit. 

To Jupiter, best and greatest, and the divine influences of 
the Emperor, Marcus Msenius Agrippa a tribune erected this. 

XVI. 

viCTORiAB AVG* VictorisB Augusts 

COH- 1* BAXTASioR* cohors prima Baetasiorum 

c* R* civium Romanorum 

CVI PRABBST cui prSBCSt 

VLPivs TiTiA Ulpus Titia- 

vvs PBABFBC nus prsBfcc* 

TVS tUS 

. V* s* L* L. M* votum solvit Iseta libens merito. 

To Victory the august, the first cohort of Bsetasians, Roman 

^citizens, commanded by Ulpius Titianus, a prefect, dedicates 

this altar, in discharge of a vow gladly, willingly, and to one 

worthy of it. 

XVII. 

HBLSTRi I^elstri- 

vs NOVBL us Novel- 

Lvs PRAB lus Prse- 

FBCTvs fectus- 

NVMiNi Kumini 

voLCAN Volcani 

8 (?^ Solvit 

Helstrius ^fovellus the prefect [erects this altar in discharge 

of a vow] to the deity of Vulcan. 
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It will be quite impossible for me in the compass of a smgle 
paper to discuss the peculiar features of all these altan. A 
few general remarks must suffice. Before proceeding with 
these, I may state that the work of deciphering a Koman 
inscription is not the hap-hazard thine which some suppose. 
In expanding the contractions whi(£ frequently occur, the 
antiquary does not draw upon his imagination, but proceeds 
upon certain well-established precedents and rules. It occurred 
to me that the discoyery, all at once, of sixteen inscriptions 
which had not been scanned by the eye of man for at msaX as 
many centuries, afforded an excellent opportunity of proving 
to those unacquainted with the subject, the certainty of the 
feet which I have now mentioned. I accordingly sest copies 
of the inscriptions as they stand upon the stones to three 
gentlemen : jProfessor Henzen in Rome, Dr. 'Emil Hiibner, 
of the Uniyersity of Berlin, and Dr. McCaul, Prindple of 
University College, Toronto, Canada, — and reauested them 
to giye me their yiews as to the expanaon of tnem. They 
have all kindly acceded to my invitation, and I may say that 
their reading of the inscriptions is precisely the same as my 
own. The only point of diyergence is this : Professor Henzen 
reads the L.L. wnich occurs in the last line of some of the 
inscriptions Ubens libenter; the rest of us make it bstus libens; 
the meaning in both cases is, howeyer, virtually the same. It 
is true that these inscriptions present no unusual difficulty* 
Should, however, the next sixteen altars which Mr. Humphrey 
Senhouse turns up, piesent peculiarities ever so great, I pledge 
myself to submit my own reading to a test similar to the 
present, whateyer the result may be. 

I will now indulge in some random remarks upon these 
altars. The form of them is for the most part tasteful, and the 
cutting of them good. As they must have been the work of 
soldiers, and not of professional sculptors, we must suppose 
that eyen the auxiliaries of the Roman army possessed an un- 
usual amount of artistic taste and skill. These altars are 
erected by different cohorts ; eleven are by the first cohort of 
Spaniards, or its officers ; four by the first cohort of Betasians, 
a Belgic tribe ; and one by the first cohort of Dalmatians, a 
people from the shores of the Adriatic. We haye a similar 
variety in the altars previously discoyered here, and which are 
in the portico of the Hall. We hence learn that it was the 
policy of Rome to use in foreign parts the martial tendencies 
of a conquered country. They mo c^yoided massing together 
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in one district large bodies of troops l)elongin|p to the same 
nation. In this way conspiracy was avoided. If Ens'land had 
Qttentiyely studied the tactics of Rome, all the Uood and 
treasare which was expended in India, during the Sepoy 
rebellion, would hare been saved; From inscriptions founa in 
northern Turkey, we know that some cohorts oi Britons were, 
in Roman times, located in that distant province. If I am 
ri^lit in supposing that all the altars before us bebng to the 
reigns of Hadrian and Antoninus Pius, the diversity of troops 
named on them shows that a quicker ezchanffe took place here 
at that time than was usual. On some of tne stations of the 
Wall, we have evidence to show that the same cohort was in 
garrison for centuries in succesnon. The period of these two 
rei^s was one of peculiar activity in Britain. There was the 
building of the wall of Hadnan, and afterwards that of 
Antoninus. When the Romans first established themselves in 
the north of England, the natives would be more restless and 
give more trouole than afterwards. There would be the 
greater need, therefore, for concentrating the Roman troops, 
at times, in places threatened with attadi; and consequently 
more firequent removals. 

One thing is manifest from these altars, and that is, tiiat the 
auxiliary troops of Rome, though all foreigners, were com- 
manded by Roman officers* We nave on these altars the names 
of eight commanders — Lucius Cammius Mazimus, Marcus 
MsBnius Agrippa, Ulpius Titanus, Lucius Antistius Lupus 
Verianus, Caius Caballus Priscus, Helstrius Novellus, Lucius 
Csecilius V^^tus, and Titos Attius Tutor. These are all 
Roman names ; and IU»nan names with the exception of the 
prmnomen or first name, were given in accordance with strict 
rule — ^the names indicating the gensj die tribe, the fiEunily to 
which the individual belonged* One of the commanders, named 
Antistius Lupus, teUs us that he was bom in Africa. This 
circumstance did not interfere with his citizenship. Paul 
was a Roman, though he was bom in Asia Minor; 
^ These altars disclose to us two peculiarities. For the first 
time we meet on a British inscription with the title of a tribune 
of Valmiteers. There a« several examples of it in foreign 
inscriptions. Its appearance at the present day is perhaps 
0][^rtune, as it has a tendency to stimulate and encourage our 
citizen soldiers. For the first time, too, in Britain, we meet 
with a dedication to the blacksmith's god, Vulcan. This, 
too, is strangely opportune, as Maryport is becoming, I 
understand, a great iron producing place: 
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On one important point these altars fail to give us the in- 
formation we have long desired, that is, what was the Romao 
name of the camp of Maryport. A document called the Notitia^ 
written early in the fifth century, has come down to our time, 
which gives us the names of the Roman stations, and the 
garrisons which were in them. By means of this, and the in* 
scriptions which are found in any particular camp, we can often 
obtain its ancient name. This method fails in the instance be* 
fore us. According to the Notitia^ the first cohort of Spaniards 
(of which we have so many records in these altars) was in a 
garrison at Axelodunum* Now, Axelodunum cannot be 
Maryport, it must from its order of sequence in the Notitia^ be 
situated on the Wall itself, and east of Bowness. The cohorts 
of Batsesians and Dalmatians were not in this part of the 
country at all when the Notitia was compiled. Horsely ideti* 
tifies Maryport with the Virosidum t>f the Notitia^ where the 
sixth cohort of the Nervii was in garrison; Unfortunately, 
not a single inscription has ever been found in Maryport, 
mentioning this body of troops. We must, therefore, wait a 
little while longer before we can attain to certainty upon thi» 
point. Let us hope that next year's ploughing may be 
as successful as this, and that amongst other things it may 
supply us with this piece of intelligence. 

1 began with a quotation from Camden, and I will end with 
one. That eminent antiquary, who, with his fnend Sir Robert 
Cotton, *^of an affectionate love to illustrate our native 
** countrey, made a survey of these coasts, in the yere of our 
** redemption, 1599, not without sweet food and contentment of 
<^ our minds," goes on to say ; — ** And I cannot chuse but 
** with thankfrif heart remember that very good and worthy 
*' gentleman (I Sinhouse) not only in this regard that he gave 
*' us right corteousand friendly entertainment, but also for that 
<* being himself well learned, he is a lover of andent literature, 
** and most diligently preserveth these inscriptions, which by 
** others that are unskilful! and unlettered be straight waies 
** defaced, broken and converted to other uses, to the exceeding 
<^ great prejudice and detriment of antiquity.*' I need not 
say how peculiarly applicable these words are to the Netherhall 
family of the present day ; and I doubt not that the result to 
their wise and patriotic example will so influence their childreii 
and their children's children that, should the present state of 
mundane affairs continue so long, they will be as applicable 
three centuries hence as they are now. 

Art* 
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Art. XIX.^^Noiea upon the Parish Church of Kirkby 

Lonsdale. By the Rev. Canon Ware. 
Bead at Kirkby Lonsdale, August 10, 1870. 

THIS paper lays no claim to originality. I have endeavoured 
to record, not only the results of my own observation 
during the restoration of the church, but all the information 
bearing upon its history, which I have been able to obtain 
from others. 

We have no account of the first foundation of a church at 
Kirkby Lonsdale ; but the name of the town (meaning *^ the 
" church-town of the valley of the Lune,")* shows that a 
church must have existed tnere firom very early times. The 
church is dedicated to St. Mary, and was given by Ivo de 
Tailbois to St. Mar/sAbbey at York. The grant was con- 
firmed by Gilbert, son of Roger Fitz Reinfrid. St. Mary's 
Abbey was founded a.d. 1056. Its cartulary is to be found in 
the British Museum, Harleian MSS. 236 (see p. 220 of Vine's 
Catalogue.) At p. 45 there are three charters relating to 
Kirkby Lonsdale, Underley, &c. ; but they need a person 
more skilled than I am in mediaeval handwriting to decipher 
them fully. The arms of St. Mary's Abbey were *^ azure on 
** a cross gules a bezant charged with the demi figure of a 
<^ king crowned and holding a sceptre : a key in the first 
^* quarter." In the procession roll to Parliament of 1512 
the key is wanting.j 

The earliest parts of the church, as at present existing, are 
three heavy Norman arches on the north side of the west end 
of the nave. The church to which these belonged must have 
been (if completed) on a very large scale. It is clear, however, 
that it was not completely mushed, at least in its decorations; 
for the carving of tne capitals is only executed on one side, 
and the arches are in places scored out as if for a zigzag deco- 
ration, which was never executed. The diamond pattern seem9 
to have been carved before the pillars were erected, for it is 
very irregular, the lines intersecting in the centre of each stone, 

* Lnne^ Lon, or han, ig an andent Britiih word, lignif^Dg ** ftiUnoM.* 
** And for this name of Lno, 
Whioh I am chrutonod bj, the Britoni it begun, 
Which f ulneea doth import, of waters still fnorease.* 

Ihra^ttm't PotgolbUm, 
t AJlan'a ffiitory of tht Ckmnty of Torl^ vol. L pp. a86» 887. 
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while the stones themselves are anequal in size. I have beeil 
told that pillars similarly incised are to be found at Lindis&rn} 
Selby, Waltham Abbey, Christchurch, and Piddington (three 
miles east of Durham). There is a very striking likeness 
between these pillars and arches and those in the nave of 
Durham Cathedral, (built a.d. 1090— 1133), so that it seems 
quite clear that there is some connection between the two. 
The bases are almost exact miniatures of those at Durham, 
even to the smallest detail, sach as the line cut round the 
projecting step. Some of the stones of the capitals show 
decorations almost of the runic type, others regular curves, ftc, 
of the more usual Noman character. May not this mark the 
employment of older or local masons, "joined with vounger 
ones more up to the feshion of die times ? In one place the 
ornamentation shapes itself into a grotesque &ce, cut in low 
relief. There are some curious figures on one of the capitals* 
One appears to represent a lamb holding a book ; another has 
been supposed to be ^* Sagittarius," tbs cognizance of king 
Stephen (a.d. 1 135—1 154). <' Scalloped '* capitals were com- 
mon in the reign of William 11. and Henry I. (t.«. 1090—1 135). 
These Norman capitals are the most carefully executed ancient 
work in the church ; one of them has a sort of riband pattern 
of much beauty. Next in date i^pear to be the corresponding 
arches on the south side, which are less massive, and the 
capitals and mouldings of which are of inferior workmanship. 
Thev seem to have oeen built rather later than tiiose on the 
north side ^perhaps between 1150 and 1200), and on a 
reduced and less expensive scale. The westernmost base was 
meant for a more massive pillar than that which stands upon 
k. It is decorated with a good nailhead moulding. The 
capital of the pilMter against the tower has a rather curiouo 
pattern cut in it. The walling above these arches was very 
rouffh (much roughs than th^onthe opposite side) ; and the 
walnng above die poiirted arches to the east <^ them was built 
later, up against the earlier walling, UnfcMrtunately the 
walling above the arches was in so unsafe a state that it wa» 
found necessary to take it down and rebuild it in the course of 
the work in 1866. 

More arches must have been built in the Norman petiod 
than those which now remain. The larger south doorway is 
made of an ardi, the stones of which were not originally 
intended for a doorway, but have been adapted for their present 
position, and placed above later and very inferior jambs^ And 
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when the wallini^ ahore the pointed arches in the nare was taken 
down in 1866, seyeral stones were found to have been used in 
it, which had formed parts of the Norman arches and jambs, 
espedally of an arch similar to the third from the west end* 
The Norman roof appears to have been burnt ; for at the 
restoration, a piece ot beam, charred at one end, was found 
embedded in tne wall, which, £rom its position, must have 
formed part of the roof of the north aisle : and the masons 
employed in 1866 were of opinion that the church had been 
burnt, from their observations of the stones in the pillars which 
they repaired.* 

The foundations of all the! pillars were very defective, and 
all had to be underpinned in 1866, and fresh foundations in- 
serted. Under the base of one of the pillars, at the comer of 
the chancel, was found a stone, used for the foundation, which 
had a coat of plaister, with a fragment of a sort of cable pattern 
painted on it ; this must have formed part of the decoration 
of the Norman church. Between the Norman period and the 
completion of the nave the level of the floor haa already risen 
considerably. The present pavement is at the Norman level* 
It is several inches below the bases of the eastern pillars of the 
nave and chancel, as originally designed. 

The outer tower arch appears to belong to this Norman 
period ; but I think it has oeen rebuilt,! usine the old arch 
•tones. The jambs of the doorway do not fit the capitals, 
and these are themselves not Norman, but transitional; concave, 
not convex ; while the arch appears to be Norman. 

The existing nave and chancel appear to have been com- 
pleted about A.D. 1200, or possibly a kttle later. The church 
must then have been long and narrow, with aisles reaching to 
the end of thediurch, withahigh pitched roof, and a ^^ vesica ^ 
window over the triple lancet at the east end, of which the 
present one is an exact restoration. The lower stones of this 
window were discovered *< in situ " m the wall, in 1866. It 
must have been destroyed when the Tudor roof was put on, 
which cut it in two; and the upper stones of it were used in 
walling up the lower part. 

The triple lancet window is remarkable for the unequal 
character of its workmanship* It is beautifrdly dedgned, but 
very roughly executed, with good bases and inferior capitals. 

• TlM Booteh wMtad ImMtdda In «Im nifB of Bdwmrd XL— JUvord, 
▼ol.ia,a».l. ^ ^ 

tUbMMtltttilibarQhwMiiolNbiiiUial70i»lhoiightheoiit«r aionldiag 
mtm to belong to tbnt rebniUUng. 

The 



Digitized by 



Google 



192 Notts upon the Parish Church o/Kirhby Lonsdale. 

The width of the early English church is marked on the inside 
by the arcade at the east end, and by a portion of the eastern 
base of the north wall still remaininp^; and on the outside by 
the abrupt termination of the stnng-course at the east end 
under the windows. There are also some indications of the 
comers in the masonry at the west end of the church, and 
some remains of the foundations of the north wall were found 
during the restoration. The smaller south door, or ** priest's 
door "(which must have been moved outwards from its original 
position), and that which is now called the *^ vicar's door/' 
belong to this period. They have the same moulding as the 
arches and the string-course under the window"; and the capitals 
of the smaller scum door are almost identical with those be- 
longing to the arcade at the east end. This is also the date of 
the lancet window on the north side of the tower. That on 
the south side has a round head. The stonework of it on the 
outside appears modern ; buC the walling on the inside seems, 
original. If 90> this window always had a circular head. 

The east wall of the church is very much askew. I have 
been told that this is the case with most of the old churches in 
this district; it is said to symbdize the inclination of the 
Saviour's head on the cross. 

The east window is not in the centre of the chancel, but con- 
siderably to the north of it. It might be supposed from this 
that the east wall, and the side arches of the chancel, were not 
built at the same time, but that the east end was built first, 
and the arches built up against it. This, however, is not the 
case, the masonry of the two being bonded together in building. 
Moreover the mouldings are the same, the bases of the pillars 
are of as early a character as the east end, and some of the 
same masons marks are found on the pillars and on the stones 
of the east window, proving that the same workmen were 
employed on both. 

The high altar probably stood a Httle forward from the east 
wall, and had a passage behind it, as is shown from the position 
of the piscina in the first pillar. Holes marking the frtstenings 
of the rood may be observed in the arches above the comer 
pillars of the chancel ; and an angle of the pillar on the south 
side is cut away, apparently for stairs to the rood loft, whence 
the epistle and gospel used to be read, in the ancient English 
rite. 

The east ends of the aisles were probably separate chapels. 
Under the northern window there is squared masonry to a 

eertain 
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cifertain depth, then rouffh work, as if to be concealed by an 
altar or reredos. In m>nt of this the stone coffin in the 
Middleton Chapel was found ; it is quite plain, but with a 
cross roughly marked out on the under side of the lid. The 
lid was broken and part of it gone, the coffin having apparently 
been disturbed at some former time. The bones nad been 
those of a female or yery young man. They were buried 
again in the same place. 

Under the chapel, on the south side, where are now the 
Underley seats, in digging the yault some years ago, a beau- 
tiful fragment was found, ai>parently of a group representing 
the Assumption of the Virgin, or her adoration by angels. 1 
hare heard it remarked by persons more skilled in such matters 
that this is apparently of foreign workmanship ; and I have 
been informed that there are some rotables in the Museum at 
the Hotel Cluny in Paris (numbered 136, 137, 142 in the 
catalogue) of a very similar character. Probably it is of 
the 14th century, of which there is not much trace in the 
church, except the tracery of the window (1300 — 1370 ?) orer 
the Underley seats, which I suppose to have replaced some 
earlier work, perhaps a double lancet window. 

To the next period (1400 — 1500) appear to belong several 
of the windows of the church, which must have TOcn then 
widened, the old doorways being again made use of. 

The Middleton chapel or chantry was founded Oct. 20, 
1486, (not in 1428, as has been sometimes stated) by William 
Middleton, who appropriated to it a pension of seven marks 
yearly from lands in Garsdale, in the parish of Sedbergh; the 
said William to have the nomination of the priest during 
his life, and after his death his son Richard and his heirs. 
This William was not of the direct line either of Middleton 
Hall or Leighton, but probably a collateral of the same £EtmiIy.** 
All the chantries were suppressed in the reign of Edward Vl* 
Whitaker says that there was formerly the effigy of a man in 
armour with his sword girt to his side, lying on his back, with 
his hands elevated, and his head resting on a helmet, and the 
figure of a woman lying by him. <^ And amongst several 
** coats of arms defaced, the two first remained almost entire ; 
** the former was Middleton single, and the latter Middleton 
*^ impalmg Tunstal, which seem plsdnly to indicate the same to 
^* have been the monument of John Middleton, of Middleton 
«< Hall, Esq., son of Sir Geoffrey Middleton, who lived in the 

* Pngdale, ff om the rosier of Furneu Abbey. 

s << reign 
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<^ reign of Henry VIIL9 which John married a daughter of 
"Tunstal, of Thurland Castle." ^ 

If we may venture to question Wbitaker'a accuracy, I 
cannot help suspecting that tnis idea ar#8e from hia supposing 
the same arms still on the western face of the tomb to be those 
of Tunstal} the '^ label" being mistaken for the Tunstal 
*< comb/' Fitzwilliam, of Wo^ihall, bore ^^ Lozengy argent 
and gules, a label azure." These arms appear on the Middle- 
ton tomb, imjMding Middleton. Referring to the Fitzwilliam 
pedigree, it will be found that John Fitzwilliam of Woodhall, 
drca 1330, married Elei^^or, daughter of William de Middleton, 
by Agnes de Boteler. If this be only a coiacideace, it is at 
leiast a singular one. No marriage with a Middletoft appeip^ 
to hare tfucen place in the Tunstal &mily, (at least m the 
eldest line) between 1323 and 1566. The other coats of arma 
on the tomb are, I^Iiddleton ippaling B^Uingham, and 
Middleton impaling Cams.* 

One of the buttresses at the eiist end of the church, added 
about this time^ to counteract the thrust of the arches, which 
had made the east wall give way, bears the Middleton aims, 
a cross saltire engr^led. 

The Middleton chapel is sdd by tradition to have extended 
formerly muc^ further into the churchyard, so that the toin\^ 
stood in the middle of it. Mr. John Whittingdale, who 
died in 1857, aged 82, bad he^d his father (John Whittingdale, 
who died in 1807, aged 81) say that he repiembered it 
before the alteration. This tradition concerning the rebuilding 
of the Middleton chapel is confirmed by the appearance of the 
windows, which bav^ perpendicular tracery, cut down, and 
by the appearance of tbe splay under th^ easternmost arch. 
From foundations which have l>een dug up in xps^ing graves, 
it would appear to have extended about 13 feet mo^ to 
the east, and about eleven feet more to the north* Mr- 
John Whittingdale said that the tomb stood in the middle, iM^d 
that the door entered into the chapel from the west side, and 
. was used at marriages. This account is given on the 
authority of Mr. Jolm Craston,t who says that before 1807 
this chapel had a steep slate drag roof reaching up to the lead 

* For niT information on the HeraldrT of the Middleton tomb, I am indebted 
to Mr, C. B. Robinton. 



t Let me mention here my ffreat obUgationt to Mr. John Graston, who ha» 
applied me with many detaila relatire to the chnrch prior to 1806, partly 
from his own memory, partly firom information handed down from his 



father, who preceded mm in the ofiioe of pariah clerk, and from other 
aged penona. 
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roof of the church, with battlements so hig;fa that he could uot 
took over them. On the rest of the north aisle was a flat lead 
roof. The additional north aisle was probably built about, 
the reign of Queen Mary. This must have been the time 
when the roof was put on which remainfed till 1806« It was 
fiteeJiHer on the south side than on the north; On the north 
side werb clerestory windows over the small arches of the north 
aisle. Traces of this roof may be seen in the outer walling at 
the west end of the church, and from die interior in the east 
iace of the tower. The boundary of the wall in which were 
the clerestory windows may also be traced at the west end of 
the church. The walls had battlements (called in a church- 
warden's bill, 1 728, ^< battel stones '') which Were slanting at 
the ends of the church. The beams of the roof were oak, 
with a head or ornament carved at eBldh intersection of the 
beamiL^ In the outer wall were nrMvles, some of which 
may still be seen in the wall of the Middleton chapel. 

There was formerly an oak chance) screen of the Tudor 
period, with gates, which was destroyed in 1806 ; but some 
small fragments are preserved* There is some reason to think 
that during the unsettled period about the reformation (when 
so mtfch property was confiscated by Henry VIIi.)» this church, 
like many others in the north of England, fell into a very 
neg^lected i^tate. Before the reformation, ample provision had 
been m^de for the religious needs of the people. Besides the 
parish church and the more distant chapels, such as Killington, 
thei« are known to have been chapels at Tearnside (destroyed 
about 1607), Dean's Biggin,* Hutton Roof,t and Chapel 
House,} ^dedicated to St. Coom, i.e., St. Columba) ; whereas 
from 1666 to 1560 there does not appear to have been even 
a vicar of the parish church, and there are no registers ; and 
again from 1566 to 1570 the living was sequestered, and 
there are again no registers. << This want and oversight cam 



* Th« graadmother of William and John Craston was a Bat.tj, of Deans 
Biggin (nieoe. I beliere, to the last owner of the property), ihe died in 1607, 
aged 70. In her childhood there was a building then called " the chapel," into . 
which tfire children were afraid to go because of ghosts. When she used to come 
into Kirkby Lonsdale to school, the limes in the churchyard were small trees, 
fenced round. 

t It is not nnlikely that a cliapbl at Hutton Bdof was founded in tery early 
times, for the monks of St. MarVs Abbey were not likely to leare their tenants 
without such a prorision, and Iro de Taillebois had giyen ''ViUam duie 
▼ooatur Hbton Booft " as part of his grant to them. (Dugdale iii. p. 549.) This 
is, I belieye, not noticed in the local histories. There are some fragments of 
ancient window tracery in the chapel yard. 

X The ptoiih register of 1706 mentions " Chapel houses, alias St. Coom's." 

throughe 
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throu^he the curate, the benifioe then bong in fennynge/' 
The tithes and advowson of the vicarage, which had been 
seized by Henry VIIL, were given by Queen Mary, on May 
29, 1653, to Trinity ColWe, Cambridge, and they appointed 
a near in 1560. But the date <^the next thorough restoration 
of the church appears to have been 1619. At Uiat time the 
church seems to nave been thoroughly repaired, and the chan- 
cel fitted up« The fironts of the chancel stalls ( which had 
a pattern of interlacing arches, some parts of which are preser- 
yed in the baptistery seats), bore that date. The pulpit was 
griven by Mr. Henry Wilson, ot Underley, a ^^reat benefactor 
to the cnurch and grammar school. I am afraid he nut up a 
gallery, for in the Dooks of the grammar school tike teoffees in 
1652 order the churchwardens ^* to sell the rest of the seats in 
*^ the new loft for what rent they can ^t." in and after 1699 
a rent was paid to the parish for ^* sitting in the new lofit," and 
from an entry in the churchwardens' accounts for 1733, it 
appears that this was a gallery erected by Mr. Henry Wilson, 
of Underley, on the north side of the nave, fitdng Uie pulpit 
as then placed. 

In 1684 I find the entry, '< Paid in ale to and 

<^ Thomas Whitehead, when they were setting up the new read- 
<^ ing desk, 6d." This reading desk, the central part of a 
'^ three-decker,'' bore the name of John Briggs, (vicar firom 
1676 to 1737) ; till his time the prayers were probably still 
said in the chancel stalls. 

In 1686 the churchwardens "received for the old font stone 
6d." This ended, in all probability, the old Norman font. 
That which succeeded it was re^hiselled in later times, and 
now stands in the chapel at Lupton. 

The old custom of rushbearing appears to have been still 
preserved, in spite of the objection which the Puritans enter- 
tained to it, perhaps not without reason. " Paid at the rush- 
bearing in drink, Ss.** (churchwardens' accounts, a.d. 1680.) 

In 1704 the tower was rebuilt (except, it is said, the bottom 
storey), the money being raised by rate. It cost £210, besides 
various small sums expended by the churchwardens in refiresh- 
ing themselves when they met about the parish affairs. They 
spent £1 *^when the parishioners met to view the steeple. 
I am inclined to think that the inner tower door was rebuilt at 
this time, though I feel doubtful about the point; it maj 
possibly be much older. The Norman arch on the outside is 
said not to have been rebuilt. About this time the church 
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was decorated with stencilling, and with texts, which are found 
everywhere under the plaister. There are some slight remains 
of an earlier decoration on one of the arches on the south side 
of the chancel, and a firare of a saint or angel was found, 
Toufi^hly outlined in black and red, on the wall above, but this, 
as I have said, was in such an unsafe state that it could not be 
preserved. 

The state of the church before 1807 ib ascertained from the 
testimony of old people. The pulpit and desk stood against 
the first pillar from the chancel on the south side. There 
were galleries at the west end, on the north side of the nave 
facing the pulpit as then placed, and across the entrance to the 
chancel, the oak screen of which was then still remaining. 
The whole roof, seats, &c., were of oak. The vestry was m 
the south-east comer, where are now the Underley seats. 
Above it was a library of old books, with a staircase leading 
to it, erected by Mr. Henry Wilson, of Underley, who rave 
several books to it. The organ was on the south side of the 
chancel, under the easternmost arch, and the choir sat in the 
chancel. 

An organ was first placed in the church in 1799. It was a 
^* grinder," and was altered for keys while Mr. Sharpe was 
vicar. It was destroyed, after beine^ placed in the west gallerV) 
by a stone from the battlements of £e tower fiadUng acdoentally 
upon it« 

There were chimes, every three hours, till the alterations 
in 1808* There were no fires or means of warming the church, 
except a fireplace in the vestry at the south-east comer. When 
the vestry was removed, the old people used to sit there round 
the fire, till the late Mr* Nowell made a large square pew for 
Underley Hall in that comer. 

About 1806, the old roof, the lead of which was much 
decayed, was taken down, and the lead sold to pay the ex- 
penses of the alterations, £1,130. Some of the oieJc beams 
are said to have borne the date MCXLIX. If this be trae 
([and I am told that the date was read by a person well skilled 
in antiquities), the beams must have belonged to the Norman 
roof, and have been used again in the Tudor roof. But I can 
hardly believe in a date cut in a beam at such a period. The 
oak timbers, most of which were quite sound, were sold, 
much old oak was used for firewood, some was used in build- 
ings in the town. There is some carved oak^ apparently firom 
the Jacobean carving of the chancel, in the chimney-piece of 
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a house in the Swinemarket, now (1870) occapied by Mr. 
Jacob Blamire. Some carved timbers of the roof are in a 
'st&ble in a yard behind the house occapied by Mr. Joseph 
Stout. Much was used in making handlooms, of which there 
were at that time many in the town. One pillar in the nave 
was taken down, in otder, it is said, that the pulpit might be 
better deen from the pew of a neighbouring squire. The stones 
of this pillar may be seen in the comer of a house in Fairbank. 
The church was seated with deal pews. 

The label moulding on the north side of the northern arches 
of fhe chancel was chiselled off, in order that the wall might 
be plastered over smoothly. Doubtless the churchwardens 
could answer with a g^ood conscience the enquiry which I 
found in an old paper of visitation questions, ** Is your church 
well plaistered witnin ?'* 

The inscription preserved in the vestry, on a wooden tablet, 
gives the history of the old porch, so far as it is known : — 

C W 

(Arms.)' 
16 68 

Thi& porch by ye Banes first builded was^ 
Of Ileigholme Hall they weare; 
And after Sould to Christopher Wood, 
By William Baines thereof la3t heyre ; 
And is repayred as you see^ 
And s^tt m order good 
By the true owner notre thereof 
The foresaidfe Christopher Wood. 
As the style of tiie pofreh indicated a period not befone 
the reiza of Charles I. at the earliest, it cannot have been 
vei-y old when « sold to Ohristc^her Wood." In later years, 
the duty of repfairing it has lain upon the Carus-Wilson &mily, 
df Ctotertbn hall, set^ of whom are buried undet it, but i 
Mi not Aware how it devolved upon them, i As this porch 
was in a rather roinous stat^ in 1866, and as it was not very 
bmamental, it Was ieonsldered betted t6 pull it down and build 
a new one. 

The inscriptions on the old bellft were :-^ 
1. Ja. Graham, Thos. Gddsalve, Esq., Leo. Jackson, 
Rector of Tathflitt, John BriggS) Vicai*, 1724. 
S. Cantatie Dctoifaid Giudtlcuth nbtum^ 1721. 
S« JMls be dur ^[^d. M88. 

4. Jucunditate 
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4. Jucunditate soni sonabo tibi Domine; In dulcedine 
vocis cantabo tuo nomioi. Soli Deo honor et gloria. 1668. 

5. Daniel Wilson, Esq., Edward Wilson, Esq., Thos. 
Godsalve, Esq. John Brings, Vicar; John Gibson, Rowland 
Tatham, Gilbert Batty, John Bland, churchwardens. 1721. 

6. Henry Lord Lonsdale. Faulo minora Canami;^. 1721. 
These old bells had been cast at various tioies, and w^e 

very much out of tune. 



Weighte of old bells. 


Weights of new bells. 


cwts/qrs. lbs. 


cwts. qrs. lbs. ' 


14 24 


12 1 23 


10 3 24 


9 1 20 


9 11 


7 2 13 


7 26 


7 1 


5 1 27 


6 14 


4 2 


ff 2 10 


51 2 


48 £5 



They were taken down and recast by Hears, of Londpn, in 
1826. 

It does not come within the scope of th^ present paper to 
give any history of the restoration of the churqh, pow happilv 
completed. But I c^not close my account of the churca 
without expressing m^ deep sense of the kindi^^s^ and liber- 
ality of Lord Kenlis m undertaking suqU a task, and of the 
hearty interest which he has shown in all that has concerned 
its progress. Nor must I oipit to make grateful mention of 
the care and judgment wrhid^ A^. Pal.ey has exercised in 
superintending the work. 

Appendix on thr List ov Vicaes, the Rbgistbrs, 
AND Churchwardens' Books. 

The list of vicars sometimes given (as in Whellan's History 
of Cumberland and WestmorLaxidJ i& whoUy incorrect 

In 1227, a charter was gxantea by Henry III. to John 
de Kirkeby, parson of the church of Kirkeby-in-Londsdale, 
granting a &ir on the church land every eve, day, and morrow 
of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Marv, (September 7, 8, 
9,J and a market every Thurscmy, wit^ other privileges. 
These were regranted to the Abbot of St Mary's at York in 
20 Edward L As no John de Kirkeby appears in the list of 
the Aboots of St* Mary's at this period| as given in Bugdale^ 
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he was probably not the Abbot, as impropriator, but the yicar 
of the church* In the Pope's taxation of 1291 (Cotton 
Library), we find ^^Ecclesia oe Kirkby Londsdale, 130 marc, 
*'Vicaria ejusdem, 24 marc/' In the valuation of 26 Henry 
VIIL, the Vicarage was rated at £20 Iffs. 5d. The clear 
yearly value was certified to the Governors of Queen Anne's 
Bounty as £49 13s 6d. 

The following particulars of the vicars and other matters 
concerning the church are chiefly obtained from the registers. 

In 1538, when the registers commence, Robert or Robin 
Applegarth was vicar, rle died in 1556. Then follows a 
blank in the registers till John Willinson became vicar, 
April Ist, 1560« From 1566 to 1570, the living was seques^ 
tered, and there are no registers. In 1601 the existing register 
was made, which is a transcript from an older one. John 
Willinson was buried February 3, 1607» havinjr been vicar 
nearly 48 years. Henry Park, vicar, was married m February, 
1619, and buried in August, 1623. 

To the register of the bwtism of Daniel, son of James 
Redmayne, in November, 1617, is added in a later hand, 
resembling that of Henry Hoyle, (vicar 1661 — 1676,) "who 

Stve £10 per annum to this church for ever." Colonel Daniel 
edmayne was an officer in Cromwell's army in Ireland. He 
took a castle in Ballinabola ("the town of mud,") near 
Kilkenny, and as a reward for his services received the mnt 
of an estate adjoining, which he gave to the vicarage of Kirkbv 
Lonsdale. I do not know of any other instance of an English 
living possessing glebe land in Ireland. 

George Buchanan became vicar in October, 1640. The 
following account is given of him in Bum and Nicholson's 
History. " In the rei^ of Charles I., one George Buchanan, 
" a Scotchman, was vicar of this church, havinjp been driven 
" out of Scotland, ( where he had the living of Moffat, then 
"worth £800 a year,) for refusing the covenant. He first 
" applied to Archbishop Laud, who gave him a living in Essex, 
" which he afterwards exchanged for Kirkby Lonsdde as being 
" nearer to his own country, where his Scotch pronunciation 
" would be less offensive and better understood. During the 
<' progress of the rebellion he suffered greatly,^ being persecute 
" by two of his parishioners, who were captains in tne ParUa** 
" mentary army, and got him not only sequestered but also 
*^ several times hurried to Lancaster gaol, once out of church, 
" another time out of his bed, the last of which times he suffer^ 

"near 
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*^< neac three years' iiBprisoDment. After which^ being set at 
<* liberty, he ned into Yorkshire, where he obtained a small liv- 
*'ing of about £20 a year ; and on the restoration came badL to 
** his vicarage at Kirkby Lonsdale, where he did not long con- 
*^ tinue, being made a prebendary of Carlisle, and instituted to a 
** living in that neighbourhood.* It was observed that one of the 
** two captains who had been the chief instruments in his suffer- 
** ings grew very rich, and purchased a field and built a very fine 
<* house with the wages of iniquity, but before his death he 
<< became very poor and was put into gaol, when he was daily 
^* relieved from the table of one of Mr. Buchanan's sons, t 
^* which probably was James Buchanan, who was made vicar 
"of Appleby in 1661/' 

Mr. George Buchanan is styled vicar, in the register in 
January, 1641, and in the bodes of the Grammar School in 
1643 and 1644, when he received the stipend as lecturer 
(under the will of Mr. Henry Wilson, of Underley, who was 
buried October 20, 1630); but in 1647 Mr. Wm. Cole 
ceceived the stipend of the lecture, and in 1648 signs the book 
first of the feoffee, and is called vicar. In August, 1648, the 
register records Ae baptism of Mary, daughter of Mr. George 
Buchanan, called simply "clericus," and no longer vicar* 
In April, 1649, I find tne burial, " Johannis Uskison, Clerici^ 
parochialis." And in February, 1650, die baptism of Mary, 
daughter of Mr. William Cole^ ** derk and minister of Kyr- 
bye," who was therefore the puritan minister who supplanted 
George Buchanan. 

In January, 1661, Henry Hoyle became vicar : he married 
Isabella Dunwell, June, 1664 ; was nominated by the feofiees 
of the Grammar School to be '< the mreaching minister " for 
half a year or until further order, (tne annum pension being 
£7 48.) and was buried September, 1676. John Briggs was 
inducted November, 1676 ; and buried April, 1737, aged 9U 

Tobias Croft,§ the next vicar, was buried October, 1765. 
Marwood Place was buried October, 1791, aged 70. Joseph 
Sharpe was buried April, 1831, aged 75. John Hutton 
Fisher was instituted August 25, 1831, inducted September 
9tfa, 1831, and died at Cambridge, March 11, 1862. 

« He b«cM[ie Vtetf of Staowix in ISSl, and dl«d 1606. 

t WnUur't Suffering of the Clergy^ Part IL 

tPiQbaUj ''p.ftn3b Qlerlc." 

I He married Dorothy, daughter of Henry Blenoowe, of Blenoowe. 

AA The 
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The re^sters^of the church begin in 1538. I fear the 
oldest register has been somewhat tampered with. There 
are not many curious entries in them. lo 1551, the year of 
the ** sweating sickness," there were 83 burials, of which 25 
were in August and ten in September, the average number 
yearly being under 50. In October, 1578, the plague broke 
out in Mansergh, and mneteen persons died of it there, all in 
October and iSovember. 

During the nine months from Aufi^st, 1587, to April, 1588, 
there were 92 burials; and during the seventeen months from 
October, 1622, to February, 162f, there were 159 burials; 
but the cause of the excessive mortality is not recorded.* 

In the churchwarden's books there are many curious entries. 
Rewards used to be given for vermins' heads, viz., for a fox is, 
for a raven 2d, for a brock or badger 4d. All of these 
were very common. In 1673, £2 7s. 3d. was paid for them ; 
and in 1670, eleven brocks were paid for in Middleton alone. 

In 1671, and afterwards, strange ministers received Is, or 
perhaps a qusfft of wine was provided for them at that cost : 
e.^., in 1716 ^* Spent with a stranger who preached. Is." 

In 1688, ^^ Paid for three quarts of wine to the Vicarage, 
3s." In 1731 it was agreed that " for the future the present 
« churchwardens shall only allow strange preachers one gill of 
" wine, to be sett in the vestry." 

1681. ^* Paid James Tomiinson, Freemason^ for his work 
about the church, £2 8s. 6d." Were operative masons at 
that time commonly members of *^ the craft ?" 

1682. << Paid to the sexton for looking to the church and 
<^ for ringing seven o'clock in the evening and four in the 
morning, £1.^* They kept early hours. 

From 1677 to 1712 or later, there were celebrations of the 
Holy Communion only at Christmas, Palm Sunday, Good 
Friday, Easter Day, and about Michaelmas. In 1737, one 
about Midsummer was added. 

1721. " Given the sexton for tollmg Wednesdays and 
" Fridays for prayer against the plague, 7s 6d." Was this 
a cattle plague, or am outbreak of some epidemic disease? 

In 1726, a new bible cost £4. 5s; in 1742, an umbrella 
88. 6d. 

From the earliest time recorded, down to the begmning of 
the present century, the Free School was repaired and kept 

* I am informed that in the year 1628 there were 762 burials in Kendal, the 
ayerage number being about 180. 

up 
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up out of the church rate — ^no doubt entirely illegally, — 
and in the earlier times the feoffees used to lay a rate for it, 
on their own responsibility. 

In 1734, there is an entry concerning the damage done to 
the windows by persons playing at foot ball, and other sports, 
in the churchyard, *^ whereby tne parishioners are yearly put 
<* to very great char£;e in repairing the same.'* It is difficult 
to keep a churchyard, with so many paths through it, as it 
should be kept : but at all events we have effected some im- 
provement since 1734. 

Middleton, Firbank, and Killington had chapels before 
1678, at which Holy Communion was administered, as tbey 
received money for bread and wine* 

Hutton Roof had a chapel in 1692 at all events, (even if the 
chapel which existed there prior to the Reformation had been 
lost for a time :) but probaoly the sacraments were not cele- 
brated there, as no allowance was paid for bread and wine till 
comparatively modem times, ana they had a share in the 
offertory money with Lupton, Barbon, Casterton, and M an- 
sergb. In 1717 it appears from the register of Baptisms that 
Mr. Park was *^ Reader" at Hutton Roof chapel. I have 
heard it stated also Chat a lay reader, licensed by the Bishop 
of Chester, officiated at Barbon chapel in the last century. 
The office of " Reader," as a sort of minor order, is no novelty 
in this part of England ; and I doubt not that plenty of post- 
reformation examples of it might be found, if the Bisnops 
of the present day need precedents for reviving it. 
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Art. XX. — On the Stations Aballaba^ Cangmata, amd 
Axelodununif along the Roman fVally in Cumberland. By 
the Rev. John Maughan, A. B. Rector of Bewcastle. 

Read at Kirkby Lansdate^ August 10, 1870. 

ABALLABA — CAMBBC-^FOET. 

A FORMER pa^r of mine was devoted to the important 
archsBoloricad m^uiry, whether the picturesque rain at 
•Lanercost had been built on the site of a Roman station. In 
thig essay I shall endeavour to allocate the Roman names of 
Cambeck-fort (or Castlesteads), Brampton, and Watchcross, 
once Roman stations of considerable importance. Supposing, 
therefore, that Lanercost was the station called Petriana, in the 
Uotitia Occidentalis Imperii, where were the three succeeding 
stations, per lineam Valli — Aballaba, Congavata, and 
Axelodunum. 

Camden, guided by the similarity of the names, placed 
Aballaba at Appleby, in Westmoreland; and supposing that 
Congavata signifies in British, ** the vale on the Gavata," now 
contracted into Cauda, he consequently placed this station 
at Rose Castle, about seven miles south of the Wall. 
He also places Axelodunum at Hexham, from its re- 
semblance to the name of Hextoldesham* This allocation, 
however, may be regarded as somewhat beyond the range of 
probabilities, for stations so distant from each other, and fit)m 
the wall, and so unconnected, could scarcely be regarded by 
the author of the Notitia as stations per lineam Valli. Horsley 
and Warburton placed Aballaba at Watchcross, Congavata at 
Stanwix, and Axelodunum at Burgh-upon-Sands, because this 
situation suited exactly those rules wnich the Romans gen- 
erally observed in making their stations, and because they 
considered them in the regular order of the stations per lineam 
Valli. Hodgson, and others, reject Watchcross altogether as 
a station per lineam Valli, and place Aballaba at Stanwix. 
Here then we have a group of conflicting allocations, and 
although etymology cannot effect a complete pulverisation of 
the difficulty, yet it possesses certain surrounding which may 
be of considerable value in leading us into the right path, i 
venture, therefore, to suggest that Cambeo-fort may have been 
the Aballaba; Brampton the Congavata; and Watchcross the 

Axelodunum 
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Axelodunum, of the Romans, and very probably of their 
occupiers before them. It is remarkable that a family of the 
name of Appleby were the owners of Cambeo-fort down to a 
very recent period ; and if we adopt the suffgestion of Camden, 
that Appleby is merely a corruption of Aballaba, we may 
assume that the ancestors of this familjr may have been from 
a very remote period the occupiers of this fort. At all events 
the Appleby bmily appear to have been a very ancient fBumily 
in this district, and also a family of note, for one of them, 
Thomas de Appleby, was consecrated bishop of Carlisle, 
A.D. 1363. 

Aballaba may be thus derived. The Celtic word balla or 
balfyj Gaelic baUCf and Irish balUigh^ meant *^a town.'' 
The Celtic word ba (a corruption of bar) meant ^* a bank." 
Aballaba would therefore be *^ the town on the bank." Now 
thb camp stands near the river Cambeck, which runs close to 
the north side of it, at the foot of a steep bank or scaur. This 
derivation is decisive enough to overcome any moderate 
scruples, but, as old names were often obscured by the change 
of a letter, Aballaba may have been mistaken for Aballava, 
*< the town on the river." The allocation of either name can 
scarcely be questioned for its propriety. 

This station is about half a mile south of the wall, and the 
Vallum. The Notitia places a prefect of a Numerus 
Maurorum Aurelianorum at Aballaba% These Moors styled 
Aurelian were probably a detachment of cavalry, as their 
country was famous for it. From the inscribed stones 
belonging to Cambec-fort we find that the 1st and 2nd 
cohort of the Tungrians, and the 4th cohort of the Gauls, 
must have been posted here at some period, but there is no 
stony memorial yet discovered of these Moors, either here or 
elsewhere. If stationed at Cambeo-fort in the time of the 
Notitia, they may not have garrisoned it for any protracted 
period, and perhaps have left no stony memorial behind them. 

In the year 1856 an altar was found near this station with 
an inscription upon it, which I venture to read thu&** 

NAVG 

DIIO VANA 

VN TJ AV&EL 

ARMIGER 

DBC PRINC 

** Numini Augusti Diio Vanaun Titus Aurelius Armiger 
Decurio Principalis/' — ^^ To the deity Augustus and to the god 

Vanaun 
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** Vanaun, Titus Aurelius Armiffer, a chief Decurion, 
^* dedicates this." Here we have the double I in Diio, by 
epenthesis, same as relligio for religio — duo vanavn may 
be the Roman form for the Welsh or British words dhv 
FiNNON — ^^ the god of the fountaiDS."* The camp stands 
near the confluence of the rivers Irthing, King, and Cambeck. 
In 1859, an altar, with the 4th cohort of the Gauls inscribed, 
was found by Mr. Joseph Parker, of Brampton, near to 
Kylesyke hill, about a mile north of Cambec-fort, thus raising 
a presumption that these Moors were not the only warriors 
that occupied this fort. 

CONGAVATA — BRAMPTON. 

It may be assumed that the name of this station has been 
taken from its position; Con^ or Condy meant '^ a height,'* or 
perhaps as here, "elevated dry ground" — ga^ an ♦•an^le, 
comer, or nook." — vat^ " a ford," perhaps synonymous with 
"wath," old Norse <*vadd," Anglo-Saxon "wad," Latin 
" vadum f a general name in the north of England for a 
" ford." Congavata, therefore, would simply mean " a station 
on the height at the nook-ford." This derivation harmonises 
with the nature of the ground. The river appears to have run, 
at some former period, close to the end of the fine bold ridge 
on which the camp and its adjacent villages have been placed; 
At the end of this ridge there is a depression of the left bank 
of the river Irthing, anording a facility of access, and here the 
ford nestled in a snug little nook, which name " the nook," 
the adjoining farm still retsdns. The old road from Carlisle 
to Newcastle, after passing through the village of Irthington, 
crossed the river at this ford, and it is still used as a ford, when 
the river permits. It is difficult to contemplate the position of 
this camp without recognising the appropriateness of the 
designation conveyed in the word ** Congavata." 

The Notitia places a Tribune of the 2nd cohort of the 
Lergi at Congavata, but no inscribed stone has been found 
either at this or any other station on the wall, recording the 
name of this cohort, so that we are left entirely to etymology 
as our guide. 

This camp is about a mile and a quarter south of the lineam 
Valli} and about two miles south-west from Cambec-fort, 
and traces of the road,^or via militaris, connecting the two 
BtaUons are still visible, passing Crooke Holme farm house and 
Irthington mill, where we find the foundations of a bridfi^e, 
probably a Roman bridge, die wooden piles bemg visible 

in 
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in summer when the water is low. Conffavata may be 
supposed to have been one of the old British towns on the 
line of the old British road, afterwards occupied by one of the 
garrisons of Ag^cola, and retained by the Romans as one of 
the stations per lineam valli. It has no entrenchment opposite 
to it like Vindolana and Lanercost, but bein^ almost opposite 
to the station at Cambeo-fort, such an additional support 
would not be required. 

About fourteen pounds weight of silver coins of the lower 
empire were found at this station, buried in an earthen jar, 
with a stone cover — ^and one silver coin of Antoninus in it, 
also several querns have been found here. 

This station is scarcely traceable now ; there is merely a 
slight elevation above the adjoining ground, showing in 
places where the ramparts have been: There are no traces of 
a ditch. The site is easily^ rec^niised by the fragments of 
bioken stone and other debris. There are traces of suburbs on 
the south and the north sides of the station, in the west field. 
Faint traces of a village mav also be seen in the east side, which 
appear to have run down tne hill to Brampton beck, near to 
a place called the Stank, which appears to have been a dam for 
the formation of a large reservoir. In a field, on the south 
side of the station, are apparently several tumuli, but it has 
been questioned whether they are not the remains of an 
embankment. 

AXBLODUNUM. — WATCHCROSS. 

This name may have been probably assigned by the old 
British occupiers from the nature of the ground. On the 
Rudffe Cup the name is Uxelodumo, evidently the same word 
as Uxelodunum, now supposed to be Cadenac, in Gaul. 
Uxelo is identical with ucnely Le., ^^ high." Dun, or dunadh^ 
(duny), signifies a fortress, firom dunaniy ** to shut or barricade,'' 
— **' Uxelodunum " would therefore mean '^ the fortress on the 
hig^h ground.'' In Ptolemy we find the names of two towns 
of like import, namely, Uxelum, one of the four towns assigned 
by Ptolemy to the Selgovae, (now often assigned to (Jaer- 
laverock, in Dumfiries) ; and Uzella, which Camden supposed 
to be Lestuthiel, in Cornwall, from its <hry situation. Whittaker 
supposes ^< Axelodunum " to be a British word, and derives it 
from ** AxeUo-dun," *^ the dry town." Each of these deriva- 
tions accords with the situation of Watchcross. 

The 
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The Kotitia places the 1st cohort of the Spaniards at 
Axelodunum, but the allocation of this cohort at Watchcross 
has not been confirmed by the testimony of any stony memorial, 
either here or at any station near the Roman Wall. Horsley 
mentions two oenturial inscriptions as belonging to Watchcross. 
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He also supposed that an altar at Scaleby Castie must hare 
belonged to this place, but none of these stones records this 
cohort. At EUenborough we find three stones, and two at 
Netherby, with the name of this cohort inscribed, but there 
can be no probability that both of these stations were called 
Axelodunum. It nas been stated that the Roman cohorts 
continued to reside in the stations which were first assigned to 
them on their coming into Britain, and that they never removed 
from them till they again left this country. From the position 
of these stones, however, we may fidrly infer that tnis first 
cohort of Spaniards must have occupied different garrisons 
during its smoum, and that it cannot have been permanentiy 
settled at EUenborough, Netherby, or Axelodunum. From 
this change of position, and from the changes which we may 
observe with respect to other stations, we may conclude that 
the certainty of determining the proper appellation of each 
station by inscriptions corresponding with the appointments 
of the Notitia is considerably diminished. 

A doubt has been expressed by Hodgson, and subsequent 
inquirers, whether Watchcross could have been a permanent 
camp, or merelv a temporary summer encampment, but 
Horsley, towaras the beginnmg of the last century, tells 
us that ^^ the ramparts and ditches are very fair and visible,'^ 
and Hutchinson says '' tiie vallum and ditdies are very distinct 
— it remains very perfect — ^the place of the prsetorium is still 
conspicuous.^' 

Tne site of this station has been well known, and the people 
of the district generally called it << Steadfolds,^' tradition Bays 
that the buildings were standing and used in the moss-trooping 
times, for folding tiie cattie. &r. Bruce says '< all traces of 
<< the camp have been obliterated.^' This, however, is scarcely 
the case, for although most of the stones were carted to Blea* 
tarn for building, yet there is one lar|;e stone still preserved as 
a gatepost, at the north-west eomer ofthe field, which was taken 
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from the foundations. On the rite of the camp we may still 
find fragments of flints, granites, red freestone, bricks, ancient 
mortar, and red ironstone. The ground on the south side of the 
station is much heavier, darker, and wetter than on the station 
itself, so that its site is still traceable, and appears to be 
correctly laid down on the map of t&e survey oi the Roman 
wall. Hutchinson's ** irregular lines and breastworks*' on 
the south side of the hill were probably only the suburbs of the 
fortress. 

This camp had a very commandme prospect. It was about 
three miles firom Cambeo-fort, ana two-and-^i-half from the 
Brampton camp, and about a mile and a half south of the. wall 
and vallum. It is a remarkable coinddenoe that at Bleatam, . 
which is on the wall, and nearly opposite to Watchcross, we 
find traces of a laige entrenchment, so that in this ren)ect it 
bears an analogy with the positions of Vindolana and Laner- 
cost. It is possible that this may have been one of the stations 
of Agricola, for it is very near the old military road from 
Carlisle to Newcastle, which is still easily traceable, as it 
passes on the north side of this station. On tnese data we may 
mfer that Watchcross was at least one of the stations mentioned 
in the Notitia, and very probably the site of Axelodunum, the 
sixteenth camp ^' per Imeam Valli.^' 



Art. XXL — On the Stations Olenaeum^ and Virosidum^ 
along the Roman fVally in Cumberland. By the Rev. 
John Maughan, A.B., Rector of Bewcastle. 

Read at Kirkby Lonsdale, August 10, 1870. 

OLBNACUM — DRUMBURGH. 

IN this, my last paper on the stations per lineam Valli, I 
would suggest that Olenaeum may have been the station 
i^ow called Drumburgh. It is a very small station, apparently 
i^ot more than three-quarters of an acre, but it is placed in a 
strong and commanding position. 

In speaking of the station at Ellenborough, Dr. Bruce sa^s 
that ** Camden pronounc^ed it to have been Olenaeum." This, 
however, appears to have been a mistake, for we find Ellen- 
borough suggested as Olenaeum only in Holland's Insertions 
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in Camden, bat Camden bimaelf supposed that Linstock might 
have been a contractioa of the word Olenacum, and he placed 
it there. Horsley and Warburton fimded that Olenacum 
must have been the site of Old Carlisle, but in the latter part 
of his work, Horsley seems in some measure to have retracted 
this opinion by observing that Old Carlisle might have been 
Virosidum, and £llenm>rough mifht have b^ Olenacum. 

This name has also been assigned to Ukley in Yorkshire, on 
the supposition that Olenacum is identical with Olicand, of 
Ptolemy. Ukley, however, is unquestionably too &r from the 
lineam VallL In the absence, therefore, of more reliable 
records, I would suggest that Ehrumburgh may probably have 
been the Olenacum of the Notida. 

The old British word Olenacum will admit of several for- 
mations ; 1, '^ ol-y-nac '' ; ^* upon the hilL." This derivation 
appears to solve the problem of allocation o£f-hand — *' the 
station on the hill." 2. It may also appear to have a reference 
to its position on the marsh, for ^^ol'* may be merely a 
corruption of *^ ulle," ^^ a marsh," the Romans not being over 
particularly nice in imitating the harsh gutteral sounds of the 
British : the " nac," or " cnoc," a « low hill "—and " urn " 
the Roman a£Bz. Hence << Olenacum" would simply mean 
** the low hill on the marsh.'' This derivation agrees with 
the position of Drumburgh, which lies at the termination of a 
low ridge of ground, running up to the west end of Burgh and 
Easton marshes. It also appears to correspond with the present 
name of Drumburgh, which was andentiy written Drumbogh* 
The old British word ** drum," or *^ tram," meant ** a ridge," 
and <<bogh" meant ** small," and hence ^^Drumbo^h a 
small or low ridge^ a word evidentiy of similar import with nae 
or noc^ in the Celtic lanopxage cnoc^ in the Erse, AnoA, and in 
the Welsh cnwch — each meaning "a low hill." On the 
opposite side of the Solway we find a place now called Dornoch ; 
from dor or c/tir, *^ water," and cnoc^ ue. ** the hill on the 
water." Again, on the English side of the Solway, a littie 
way to the west of Drumburgh, is a small mound like a barrow, 
called ** Knocks-cross :" and a few miles further down the 
coast, we find a village and district called Cardurnock — ** the 
city on the water-hill" — ^which is now generally pronounced 
by the people in the district, Cardronac. From these records 
we may at least assume the prevalence of the etymon, nac or 
nocy in this district. 3. The old word ^* ol " also means the 
rear of any place, and hence ok nac would mean the <^ station 
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at the rear of the hill," which agrees also with the site of this 
camp at the east end of the ridge, where the ground begins to 
fidl gently to the east and soath. 4. << Oleneag/* also meant 
an island, and it is possible that the creeks may nare formed a 
small island at this end of the marsh. 5. The letter A would 
be pronounced long, like O — The letters "lli," Welsh, or 
^^ h," Irish, would also be sounded soft, like ^< le," (water), 
and <<nac," <<a hill," hence ^^olenac," *'the hill on the 
water." It is evident therefore that each of these derivations 
points to the probability that Dumburgh was the Olenacum 
of the Romans. 

The Notitia places a prefect of the first ala, styled Her- 
culanea, at Olenacum. No stone has been found at 
Drumburgh, recording this ala* Inscribed stones have been 
recorded at Drumburgh, with the words Ala Aurasta upon 
them. Horsley entertained an opinion that the .AJa Augusta 
assumed the name of Gordiana, in the year 242, and that 
about 40 years afterwards it took the name of Herculea from 
the emperor Maximianus Herculius. If Horsley's conjecture 
was correct, then we have probably the authority of inscribed 
stones to support the fragmental evidence of etymology, and 
this would not only confirm my suggestions as to the correct 
allocation of this station at Drumbui^h, but also of all the 
other stations per lineam Valliy in Cumberland. We find 
from inscripdons, that the Ala Augusta, the Ala Gordiana, 
and the Ala Herculea, were each in garrison at Old Carlisle, 
and it is possible that this body of soldiers, under its 
different names, may have protected both Old Carlisle and 
Drumburgh. 

While Mr. Ashbridge was excavating for a cellar in his new 
house (July 1859) at Drumburgh, he found a fragment of an 
inscribed stone close to the east side of the station, seven feet 
below the surface ; and beside a wall six feet thick, a square 
pit or hole was also found in the same cellar, seven feet below 
the sur&ce, six feet square, but the depth of it could not be 
ascertained with an iron rod nine feet long. The contents of 
this cellar appeared to be decomposed leather, old rags, pieces of 
wood, and bones, all of them quite black, and embedded in a 
thick liquid. This pit had a dry wall about five feet thick, 
with no mortar in it, but fanceA on both sides with Roman 
stones. Some of the arch stones of the door were Iving close 
to it. About twenty yards from the south side of tne station 
a well was found, which is now used as a pump. The 
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inscription on the stone is somewhat imperfect and leads to the 
supposition that the stone is only a fragment. It may be 
read thus ; 

PED AVR A 
VINDO 
MORVCI 
On visiting Dumburgh station^ in October, 1859) a small thin 
inscribed stone was pointed out to me, which had been built 
into the outer wall of a small building on the north side of the 
road, opposite to the kitchen door ot Drumburgh castle* In 
its present position the inscription appeared to be — iia * hod, 
which had been a puzzler. In building the wall, the workmen 
had merely reversed it, for in its right position it would be 
read coh • vii. This stone appears to be a fragment, and I 
suppose it to be the upper part of the stone found by 
Mr. Ashbridge, in 1869* Both are yellow sand-stone, of the 
same fineness of the grain, and show small scales of mica 
sparkling like gold ; and on both stones the letters are similar 
in size and form. The inscription thus rendered more perfect, 
may now be, ^^Cohors septima per ditum Aurelianorum a 
Vindomora votum curavit faciendum." " The seventh cohort 
of infantry, styled Aurelian, from Vindomora, took care that 
their vow should be performed." This reading suggests that 
the Ala Herculea were not the only troops tnat garrisoned 
Drumburgh, and that the Roman cohorts were not always 
stationed at the same place from their arrival in Britain to 
their departure from it. 

VIROSIDUM — ^BOWNBSS, 

Virosidum is the last link in the chain of the Notitia stations, 
and is probably the last station on the wall. Camden 
conceives that Bowness was the old town Blatum Bulgium and ' 
placed Virosidum at Warwidc, about five miles east of Carlisle, 
and about the same distance from the Wall, where no traces 
of the Romans have been found. Horsley supposes Viroudum 
to have been the name of Old Carlisle, from the river Wiza, 
which runs near it, and from the modem name Wigton, only 
a mile from it. Each of these sites appears to be too remote 
from the lineam VallL I would therefore hazard a conjecture 
that Bowness was the ancient Virosidum. 

The etymons of this word may have been <* vir,'* a bend or 
curve ; " os,'' anything projectmg or tending loutward, " it ;" 
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(b composition << id,**) a confluence, i.e. ^* the projectbg bend 
covering the confluence/' This word *^ Virosidum," would be 
very applicable to Bowness, which is placed near the extreme 
point ot the curve of the headland, ana at a short distance from 
the confluence' of the rivers Esk and Eden, which then form 
the Solway Firth. The modem name Bowness means the 
^* nose," or extreme point of the bow. The Solway was 
fordable at Bowness, when the tide ebbed, and as this is the 
last place which permitted a passaj^e from Scotland, it would 
be a proper place for the termination of the wall, and for the 
last of the stations required to guard it. 

The Notitia places the sixth cohort of the Nervii in 
garrison at Virosidum, but no inscribed stone has yet re^ 
corded the presence of this cohort at Bowness, or any other 
place near it. We may, therefore, take the liberty of allocating 
this station by its local nomenclature, which naimonises so 
well in every r^ect with the position, and the general aspect 
of Bowness. The appellation in fact is so smtable, that it 
all but guarantees the correctness of the allocation, not only 
of this, but of all the other stations per lineam Valli. 

Having thus shown how the ancient name of each of the 
stations on the western portion of the wall may be etymo- 
logicall}^ derived from the fragments of the language of the 
former inhabitants, which would probably be contmued by 
the Romans ; having also shown that each of these derivations 
corresponds with the nature and the appearance of the place 
assi^ed to each of these stations ; having found a site for each 
station in a place where, from its proximity to the wall, it may 
not improperly be called a station per hneam Valli, as the 
Notitia expresses it; and havmg allocated each of these 
stations, so as to fill up the long distances which occurred 
between some of the stations, as previously supposed, by 
intervemng stations at shorter and more r^^ar intervals, so 
as to suit the exis^endes of the country, — 1 must now leave 
the subject for the present in the hands of more intelligent 
and painstaking antiquarians. My chief object in these papers 
has been to find the proper place for each station, by tiie aid of 
etymology, in the aroence of more dbect testimony. How 
fiar I may have succeeded in my task^ must be left to be de- 
cided by friture discoveries, and further reseetrdies. If I have 
done nothing more than awaken a spirit of investigation, I 
shall have done good to the cause of antiquarian researdi, and 
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perhaps encoara^ed some local residents in their efforts to 
preserve and utilize any fossils of bygone times, which may be 
fomid in any of the domiciles of the Romans^* 



Art; XXII. — Report on the Remains of a Roman MUe 
Castle. 

Read at Keswick^ July 12^A, 1871* 

MR. C. J. Ferguson presented a report of the result of 
the efforts made by the Committee appointed by the 
Sodety in 1870, to take steps to preserve tne remains' of a 
Mile Castle, then just found in lowerinj? Pike Hill, on the road 
from Lanercost to Birdoswald. Mr. Ferguson, having been 
appointed by the Committee to make arrangements, met the 
road trustees at Pike Hill. Their terms were that the Society 
should pay all the loss to the contractor for delajr ; should hand 
over £30 to the trustees for their use, should divert the road, 
build new wing walls, enclose the remains of the Mile Castle, 
and take down and rebuild a house which would otherwise 
cause a bend in the road. As this would have involved an 
outlay of £250, whereas the Committee had only authority to 
go to the extent of £30, nothing could be done. Photographs 
and accurate drawings of the Mile Castle had been made, at a 
cost of £8 10s, 

* NcU by the SdUar ^Tloi oompl«tM Mr. Manghan'i Talnable mtIm of 
papers on the f nppof ed Boipm SUtioni, per lineun Yalli, in OnmberUnd, 
pladog all the twelye itatlons per lineam Yalli, as giren ni, cloie to the waU, 
and not going to inch improbable distanoea aa Pinmpton, Marjport, &o. For 
conTenience, we reeapitmata the names of the stations, aiid their allocations, by 
Mr. Manghan. 

Amboglanna allocated at Bnrdoswald. 

Petriana ., Laneroost. 

Aballaba „ Casaesteads. 

ConeaTata „ Brampton. 

Axefodnnnm ,, Watoboross. 

Gabrosentnm „ Linstock* 

Tunsoellnm ,, Stanwix. 

GlannSbanU „ Kirksteads. 

Alona „ Bargh. 

Brementnracam „ Bonstead Hill. 

Olenacnm „ Dmmbnrgh. 

Yirosidnin „ Bowness. 

Mr. Manghaa's Papers are Articles Y, (Laneroost as a Boman Station); 
X, (Snppos A Boman stations at Linstock and Btanwix) ; XV, {Supposed Boman 
SUtions at Kirksteads, Bnrgh-npon-Sands. and Bonstead Hill) ; and the two 
artidea immediately preceding this note.— B.SJ^. 
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The following remarks were made by Mr. CoIIingwood 
Bmoe, on this Mile Castle, when the subject was first brought 
under the Society's notice : — 

So &r as he could judge, this had been the site of a Mile 
Castle* They were aware that at a distance of seven furlongs 
from each other, all alon^^ the wall, there were square buildings 
to hold the guard. This was one of those, he oelieved ; and 
further, it was a castle of considerable interest. It bad yielded 
some important altars ; two of them dedicated to Coddius, one 
being now at Lanercost, and another at Rockliffe. Another 
altar had been erected ** To SylvanvtSy by the Hunters of 
Cabana." It was desirable, therefore, to keep the site of the 
Mile Castle, so that it might be recognised at any time. But, 
in addition to this, it seemed to him there were some peculiar 
features about the castle. It appeared to have its comers 
rounded off on the north side as well as on the south side. 
The south side comers were always rounded off; but in this 
instance, he thought, the northern comers were also rounded, 
thereby showing that the Mile Castle had been built first, and 
the wall ran into it. However, it had since been accurately 
surveyed, and some peculiar features were found about it. All 
he could say was, that he did not as yet understand those 
features, and he was the more anxious that they should be 
preserved. 



Art. XXIII. — On some Archmological Remains in Keswick 
District. By J. Clifton Ward, Esq., F.G.S., of Her 
Majesty's Geological Survey. 

Read at Keswickj July 12M, 1871. 

IN studying the remains of bygone man, his works and his 
manner of life, there are two things which are specially 
forced upon our attention. The one is his antiquity, the other 
his gradual progress. The antiquity of man, and its proofs, is 
a suDJect not necessary to enter upon, now, and which must be 
familiar to many present ; , but ere we notice briefly the more 
ancient remains of man, in this district, it, will be well for us 
to remind ourselves of the broad outlines of his progress in 
pre*historic times as chronicled in the various remains of 
nimself and his works found in Europe. These old times may 
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be divided into four periods, the Older Stone Age, the Newer 
Stone Age, the Bronze A^, and the Iron Age, the chief 
characteristics of each of which are the following : — 

1. The Older Stone Age. — Remains of tms period are 
found either in gravel deposits of greater age than tne present 
form of many of our existing valleys, such as the Thames and 
the Somme; and in caves. These remains consist of rade, 
unpolished implements, of flint or other stone, usually of an 
oval form, of flint flakes probably used as scrapers, and of 
various rudely-shaped tools made of the horns of the reindeer 
and other animals^ Such implements are found with the 
remains of many animals, either extinct altogether, or in 
England, of which the most striking are the following : cave- 
bear, cave-hysena, cave-lion, mammoth or woolly elephant, 
nairy rhinoceros, hippopotamus, Irish elk, reindeer, auroch, 
&c. The bones of some of these animab are often found 
broken in such a wav that the marrow might be readily 
extracted. The animaiB just mentioned are many of them 
characteristic of that most recent of the geological periods, ' 
commonly known as the Glacial, when our country was subject 
to an extreme Arctic climate ; and it seems very probable, if 
not absolutely certain, that this early flint implement man 
saw at least the close of this period, and lived under it perhaps 
in much the same style as the modem E^uimaux does in tne 
Arctic regions. Nothing in the shape of pottery has been 
found in connection with this early race and its remains, but 
most strangely, artistic skill seems to have existed in consider- 
able perfection, for upon reindeers' horns and mammoths' tusks 
most spirited drawings of these respective animals have been 
discovered. 

2. Newer Stone Age. — ^The relics of man and his works 
belongmg to this period, are for the most part found in tumuli 
or burying-places,. lake-dwellings, and snell-mounds. The 
implements, though still made of flint and bone, are worked, 
and often polished. Remains of pottery are found made 
without the help of the potter^s wneel, the material being 
rough and ornamented very rudely with nail and finder marks 
and with straight lines or clumsy curves. Burial m tumuli 
was common, and the bodies were generally placed in a sittingr 
or contracted position. The urus oison, elk, stag, and wild 
boar flourished ; domestic animals were rare ; wheat and barley 
seem to have been cultivated. 

3. Bronze 
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3. Bronze Age, — Implements of bronze were used, as well 
as those of stone. Ornaments of ^old are met with, but no 
silver. The pottery, still made without the wheel, is of finer 
texture than in the last period, and is ornamented with circles 
and spirals. In burial, the bodies were usually burnt. A great 
number of animals were domesticated, and oats were cultivated, 
as well as wheat and barley. The small handles to the bronze 
swords indicate a people with small hands, and bronze was 
probably introduced firom the east. 

4. Iron Age. — Weapons of iron took the place of those of 
bronze, and were formed and ornamented in a different manner, 
though at the same time bronze was largely used for ornament. 
The pottery was superior and ornamented with the forms of 
animals and plants. In burial, the bodies were frequently 
extended ; the domestication of animals, and agriculture, became 
settled institutions. Coins and inscriptions are first met with. 

The question now arises, how far back do the remains of man 
in this district carry us ? I believe there are none which we can 
certainly refer to the Older Stone Period. Since, however, 
we know man to have existed in England at this time, it is 
very likely that this particular part was not unknown to him, 
and it is quite possible that early man saw the last traces of the 
ancient glaciers as they dwindled away among the recesses of 
our higher mountains, and we may yet find some traces of him 
in the later drift deposits of this district. As regards the newer 
or polished stone age, the case is different. Thus, a laree 
polished stone celt was found twelve years a^o in a crevice in 
the Wanthwaite Crags, at the end of St. John's Vale, where, 
perhaps, it had fallen from above, or been hidden by its owner. 
Several other such have been found in different parts of the 
district, and until lately were preserved in the Crosthwaite 
Museum. The stone of which these celts are formed is a close 
felstone-likc rock, such as may be found on Great End, and 
about Scawfell, and other parts; it is an altered ash rock, 
and lines of bedding can be traced across ; it breaks with a 
conchoidal fracture and has quite a flinty look. A rude stone 
hammer, found in drainin&r on Burn's Common, made of a green 
and white conglomerate, is now in the British Museum. 

Near to the Wanthwaite Crags, before mentioned, on the 
edge of a stony common, are the remains of a very considerable 
village. It consists of small walled inclosures, ana a great num- 
ber of what now look more like circles, or mounds of stones, at 
regular distances, and about 20ft. to 30ft. in diameter. It 
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seems impomble to resist the conclusion that the stone mounds 
are the remains of cdms, which have been built from the 
innumerable loose stones lying about, and that they have foUen 
in, for it is very curious to olwerve how that those which occur 
on flat ground present the appearance of a symmetrical heap of 
stones, while those on a slope, almost without exception, show 
a trace of walled structure on the higher «de, below which is 
a comparatively small clear space, and then a stream of stones 
directed down-hill. It would seem that the falling in of a 
cairn on a slope would just produce this. In the absence of a 
regular search into these old cairns, it is impossible to say to 
what age they belong, and it is to be hoped such a search may 
soon be made. The largest enclosures are upon a prominent 
platform, overlooking tne numerous cairns, and it may be 
conjectured that they were in connection with the house of the 
chief of the village. The finding of a polished stone celt so 
near to the site of this village mip^ht suggest a likelihood of the 
village having been the abode oipeople who made such imple- 
ments, but at the same time there is no reason why such rude 
stone dwellinp;s should not have been made by a far more modem 
race ; the Inshman builds a stone hovel of the poorest descrip- 
tion ; the Esquimaux piles up a circle of stones to a height of 
four or five feet, and stretches skins for a roof. The position 
of thb old village is v^y striking, immediately opposite the 
deeply ravined Blencathra, commanding the fiill sweep of the 
vale from Penrith to Keswick, and near the lower end of the 
narrow valley of St. John. Moreover, firom its site is visible 
another venerable object of antiquity, die so-called Druidical 
Circle, about which a few words must now be said. 

The cirde measures 160 fit. by 108 fit., and consists of thirty- 
eip^ht stones, with ten more arranged to form an oblong enclosure 
within and at one side of it. The largest stone is seven feet 
high. Such an object naturally raises many questions. (1) 
What are the stones, and where were they brought fix>m P 
The stones, which are all rough and unhewn, are similar in 
composition to the rocks of the valley of St. John, and the 
hills to the south ; that is to say, they consist either of con- 
solidated volcanic ash, or of ancient lava. The subsoil of the 
f round on which the circle stands is, however, formed of 
kiddaw Slate, a very difierent and older deposit. It is clear 
then, that in some way the stones have been brought firom the 
inountains directlv south, and if we examine the surface of the 
grouiid in the neighbourhood of the circle we shall see that 
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(except upon the well cultivated fields) there are a greal 
number of Bimilax stoneB lyings about ready to hand, all of which 
hare clearly been transported down the vale of St. John by 
the ancient glaciers, nence the labour of forming the circle 
Was not great. (2) What was the object of the structure? 
The most probable answer is^ either to be used as a sepulchre, 
or temple, or perhaps both. All over the world nearly similair 
monuments occur, and some of the hill tribes of India eVed 
now erect them in memory of their dead. The most perfect 
carrying out of this idea is in those cases where the dolmen 
or table stone (that is, one large stone placed accross two 
others) is placed over the body ; the dolmen covered with a 
large heap of earth forming a tumulus, and the tumulus 
surrounded by a ring of stones. Sometimes, however, the 
dolmen is found alone, sometimes the tumulus, and s(»netimes 
the circle of stones. It is possible that the enclosed spaed 
within the cirde under consideration takes the place of thd 
dolmen, and that within it the body, either was or was meant to 
have been placed. (3) By whom was the circle made? Id 
England these monuments either belong to the Stone or Bronce 
Age, and some of the Stone Age tumuli are surrounded by and 
contain similar circles of stones. Stonehenge is believed to 
belong to the Bronze Age. It is impossible here, however, 
to say certainly to which this structure belongs ; if the village 
just described were known 4o be of the later Stone Age, 
it would seem not improbable that this belonged to the same 
period, and one might even hazard a conjecture that this was 
the burial place of some one of their favoured chiefo placed id 
a conspicuous spot, and within sight of their homes, but, as 
things at present stand. We have no right to suppose them 
connected m aii^ way. At the further end of Bassenthwaite 
Lake, upon a hill summit, stands another circle, smaller than 
the Keswick <Mie, and composed now only of twelve stones^ 
none more than two feet nigh. These stones are like the 
Keswick ones in being ice-li^me boulders, many such still lie 
about the ground in the neighbourhood ; but since they come 
from the mountains of Borrowdale, they have travelled from 
twelve to tomteem miles. Long Meg and her daufi^hters, neai^ 
Penrith, is another monument of the same class. There is, it 
m hardly necessary to state, no foundation for the belief that 
these circles ore due to the Druids; such are known to have 
been made both in the Stone and Bronate Ages, occurinf in 
coaneotion with tumuli of the former age, oontaiaing nothing 
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but stone implements, whereas the Druids were the priests of 
a people who came into England, with a knowledge of metals, 
at a much later date. 

It is well known that round the margins of most of the large 
and many of the smaller lakes of Switzerland there are found 
the remains of lake-dwellings, which were built on piles. 
The majority of these clearly belong to the stone age, since no 
trace of metal has been found in connection with them, but 
only implements of stone, while others, principally in the west 
of Switzerland, contain bronze implementSi and the habit of 
lake-dwelling seems even to hare lingered on into the iron age 
on the lakes of Bienne and Neufchatel. These dwellings 
were first noticed in the Swiss Lakes, in 1854, when the water 
stood at the lowest level on record, and it is worth while to bear 
this in mind, and to have our eyes open, especially in dry 
seasons, for similar discoveries in our own lakes. It would be 
interesting to carry our minds back to the time when our savage 
forefathers in this district, not only lived in rude stone hovels 
beneath the shade of Blencathra, and raised stone circles in 
honour of their dead, but lived for protection in pile-built 
dwellings upon the margin of our beautiful lakes, which would 
furnish them food as well as safetv. Such lake-dwellings 
have been found both in the south and north of Scotl^d, and it 
is not unreasonable to suppose that some may yet be observed 
among our English lakes. It is well also to remember that 
there are many lakes in this district which have been entirely 
filled up by the growth of peat, and by stones and mud carried 
into them by the rivers and streams. Future diggings in such 
old lakes may give rise to the discovery of lake-dwellings or 
other remidns, as has been the case in Switzerland ; and every 
advantage should be taken of the draining of such areas, and 
in the event of any discoveries being made, competent persons 
should notice carefully the positions and mode of occurrence 
of the various remains. 

The transition from the Age of Bronze to that of Iron, in 
Europe, was about 1,000 B.C., and Hesiod, who lived 900 
B.C., speaks of it. In Britain iron was known and in use when 
the Romans first appeared, and no bronze weapons are found 
in connection with Roman remains. Of the occupation of this 
neighbourhood by the Romans, I cannot now speak ; their 
remains are abundant ; the old Roman station at rapcastle is 
within a few miles of us ; a Roman road probably passed very 
near the stone circle, hard by ; Roman pottery has been found 
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on Castlerigg Fell, and Roman weapons at Embleton. There 
are several instances of entrenchea hill-tops in the district, 
which seem often, firom their position, to have been mere 
places of refuge ; of such is the so-called fort at the head of 
Shoulthwaite Gill, near to which a bronze celt was found. 
But to what age, however, such entrenchments belong, it is 
diflScult to say with any certainty, in the absence of closely 
associated remains of any kind. 

Coming down to quite recent times, we have the lifting 
propensities of our Scotch neighbours to deal with, and a crag 
on the flanks of Skiddaw goes by the name of Watch Cra£^, 
from having served as a look-out during the last of these raids. 

Lastly, we have in the habits and customs of the people of the 
various dales in the district a hundred years ago, the remnants 
of savage life which prevailed at a former penod. Thus, one 
of the oldest inhabitants of Keswick can just remember the 
time when there was little or no intercourse between the in- 
habitants of the different dales ; they lived almost as separate 
tribes, marrying among themselves, so that all were more or 
less related to one another, and when they did come out of 
their seclusion, on the occasion of fairs and holidavs, usually 
finishing up the day by a round fight with their neighbouring 
dalesmen. 

Appendix. — Since the above paper was read, I have found, 
on many of the mountain sides, remains of rude stone cairns 
similar to those described above. Upon White Moss, one 
mile north of Boot, Eskdale, occur three stone circles enclosing 
small tumuli. In the draining of a small tarn, a little more 
than a mile west of St. John's, Beckermet (south of St. Bees), 
remains of ancient dwellings were found upon an island in the 
same; amongst other things were some stone celts, now I 
believe, in the British Museum. 

Keswick, July, 1873. 
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AkT. XXiy.—Crosikwaiie Churth. Bjr J. F. Crosthwaitei 

Esq. 
Read at Keswick, July \2ih, 1871. 

IT is believed that a church stood upon the preseut sitd 
before the Conquest. 

The parish was at one time in the diocese df Glasgow, and 
the church is dedicated to St. Kentigem, or St. Mungo, who 
lived in the middle of the sixth century. 

Sir Thomas More assigns the foundation of the church to 
Norman times. 

According to Dr. Southey, it is supposed to have been 
founded in the reigu of Stephen, or his suooessor, by Alice de 
Romili, by whom it was endowed and presented to Fountains 
Abbey. 

It appears that, although the church was given to the Abbey 
of Fountains, the Bishop of Carlisle had the right of collating 
a vicar. 

There was a chantry founded and dedicated to St. Mary 
Magdalene, by so«e of the Derwentwater familv. The 
eastern end of the south aisle Was used as a chapel, toe piscina 
of which still exists, but is hidden beneath <me of the pews. 
This portion of the church is still known as the Derwenti* 
water chapel, and here is the tombof Sir John Ratdii^ Knight 
The insenption on the brass is ar follows :-^ 

"Of Tonr charity pray for the aonle of Sir Tohn ftatclif, Rn!ght, and for th« 
ttate of dame Alice hia wyfe^ which Sir John dyed ye S&d day of Febnury, 
An. Do. 1527, on whois lonle Jesa hare mercy.* 

He was a man of mark in his day. In the Scottish wars he 
led the men of Keswick, Stanemoor, Alston, and Gillsland, 
who contributed by their efforts to win the victory of Flodden. 
In 1601, his name i^pears in the list of those Cumberland 
gnentlemen on whom it was proposed to confer the Order of 
the Bath. His name is enrolled as possessing an estate of the 
annual value of two hundred pounds. He was repeatedly 
Sheriff of Cumberland, and died holding that honourable! 
position, in the reign of Henry VIII. 

His 
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. His will, made at Derwent Isle, is dated April Ut, ld29, 
find he died the following day, although the brass on the tomb 
gives it 1527. His wife, dame Alice, was a daughter of Sb 
Edmund Sutton de Dudley. She survived her husband 
twenty-four years, and lies buried in the cathedral church at 
Salisbury. He was son of Sir John, the disinherited eldest son 
of Sir Thomas Ratcliffe. He had no children. He was the 
last of his race who held .any public office of consequence in 
his native shire. After his day the family only resided oc- 
casionally at Lord's Isle ; Dilston Hall bebg their principal 
residence. 

In 1703 Crosthwaite church had fallen into great disrepair, 
and continued much in the same condition till 1812, when the 
leaden flat roof was removed and a slate roof substituted. 
This arrested the progress of decay. It was, however, in ereat 
need of restoration. Some of the windows bad been replaced 
by common wooden framed ones. The pews were square. 
1 he pillars, covered with whitewash of two centuries, presented 
an unsightl]^ appearance. In 1843, the late James Stanger, 
Esq., of Lairthwaite, obtained a faculty to repair the chancel. 
The work was done under the direction of Mr. Gilbert Scott, 
and as it proceeded, the work of restoration went on till the 
whole was done, at a cost of between £4,000 and £5,000. 
It is due to the memory of Mr. Stanger, to say that the money 
he spent was not the only sacrifice he made. He gave his own 
active superintendence during the progress of the works, and 
his correspondence with the architect in London, added greatly 
to his labour. 

The east window was not in the centre, and had to be taken 
out and rebuilt. This, with other circumstances, seems to show 
that at some time the whole of the church, with the exception 
of the north aisle and the tower, have been taken down, and the 
church enlar&'ied on the south side. The south aisle is much 
wider than Uie north aisle. The window in the tower, like 
the former east window, is not in the centre. 

When removing the plaster from the walls, a north door-way 
was discovered opposite the font, which had before been 
entirely concealea. Such doors were kept open during the 
performance of the office of Baptism. They were also used 
for the admission of persons who had been under ecclesiastical 
censures. 

The font has upon it the Royal Arms of Edward III., and 
other emblems, which are quite familiar to those acquainted 
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with such matters. Seven sides of the octagonal portion of 
the stem bare carvings of windows of the' decorated period, of 
three lights each. Latin inscriptions run all round the slope 
at the Attorn of the bowl. 

On each side of the square fieices or panels of the head are 
representations, as follows : — 

1 The Tree or Life. 

2 The Emblems of the Crucifixion with the scourge and 
lanthorn in the corner. 

3 The Word proceeding out of the mouth of God. 

4 Symbolizes the Trimty. 

5 Vine Leaves. 

6 A triangular shield with Aaron's rod. 

7 The Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. 

8 The Royal Arms of Edward IIL 

Fetterlock and Crescent on the base, badges of the Percys, 
Lords of Cockermouth Castle; 



A^T. XXW— Wharton Hall and the Wharton Family. By 
the Rev. Dr. Simpson, Vicar of Kirkby Stephen. 

Read at Wharton Hall, September 13M, 1871. 

WHARTON HALL has been enlarged from time to time as 
the fortunes of the owners improved and their wealth and 
influence increased. The greater portions of the building now 
remaining have been erected in the first half of the sixteenth 
century, and the plan of the house does not greatly diflfer from 
those of the same class built in the be^innin^ of that or the end 
of the fifteenth century. The hall still contmues to be the prin- 
cipal apartment, though its use was somewhat different, and, as 
may be seen from the ruins, it has been the largest and most 
important room in the house of the Whartons. It has had, 
as was usual at the period, a vaulted chamber underneath, 
some six or seven feet in height, the floor of which was level 
with the g^round. The main entrance is on the south side, 
towards the east end of the apartment, and the doorway, which 
has been of noble proportions, done in ashlar work with, 
mouldings, was approacned by a flight of steps from the court- 
yard, but whether there was a porch is not quite clear. On 

the 



Digitized by 



Google 




Jigitized by 



Google 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Wharton Hall and the Wharton Family. 225 

the right hand of this doorway were the gcreens, on the top of 
which would be the music gallery, and from the passage be« 
hind the screens there are two doorways leading into the 
kitchen. On the other side of the hall, opposite the principal 
entrance, there appears to have been a bay window, a common 
feature in houses of that period, though we should have ex- 
pected to find it on the other side of the fire place at the end 
of the dais, which would be at the west end of the hall. About 
the middle of the hall, on the side opposite the entrance, is a 
most capacious fire-place, with a Tudor arch of ashlar work 
flush with the wall, the chimney tolerablv perfect, and the 
whole conveying a good idea of the fire-places in use at that 
period. There mi^ht have been another bay window at the 
end of the dais looking into the courtyard, but of this there is 
no trace remuning. The dais would, as was usual, be rsdsed a 
step higher than Uie floor of the hall, and this would brin? it 
to a level with the lord's solar immediately behind the dais. 
This chamber is still in existence, as well as the camera 
privata adjoining, though it has been a good deal modernised. 
The dimensions were probably the same as at present, and the 
entrance might be through a doorway where there is now a 
closet, but this is doubtful, as the wall outside has been covered 
with cement. At the opposite end of the hall stands the 
kitchen, which has been jomed on to the halL This room, like 
the hall, has a vaulted chamber underneath, on a level with the 
ground, and is approached by a flight of steps from the court- 
yard. There are two large fire-places, one on the north, the 
other on the east side of the room, and at the south end two 
square-headed windows of three lights each^ with transoms. 
There is another small window between the two fireplaces, high 
up in the wall, and on the same side, a doorway either l^ing 
to servants apartments or to the stables. Near this doorway 
has been a lavatory, the water drain from which still remains. 
From the entrance door to the kitchen there seems to have 
been a gallery leading, over a small gateway alongside the wall, 
to a sort of pit, about four feet in Ten^h and eighteen inches 
in width, and as deep as the foundation of the wall, or this 
gallery mav have extended to the apartments on the east side 
of the gatehouse. 

The vaulted chamber under the kitchen would most likely 
be used as a larder, and considering the offices held by Sir 
Thomas Lord Wharton, and the number of retainers he would 
generally have about him, this apartment would not be found 
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much too larg^e for the purpose of a store-room. It was not 
then Quite so easy as it is now to proyide for the wants of a 
large household. There were no butchers' stalls always well 
supplied, from which to get a leg of mutton when wanted. 
There were no turnip sheep to supply the winter markets, no 
beef fed on oilcake to help out the Christmas cheer. It was 
necessary to lay up a store, and a large number of animals 
were killed in autumn, and the meat preserved for winter use. 
Some of it was salted and hung, a custom which has survived 
until our own times, but the greater part was placed in pots 
and covered with lard, or larded ; hence the place in whicn it 
was kept bad its name of larder. liVe may form some idea of 
the contents of a larder in the olden time from an inventory of 
that of Finchale Abbey in 1 3 11 . Most of you may be familiar 
with the account, which states that there were the carcases of 
twenty oxen, fifteen pigs, herrings 8,000, dog^raves seven score, 
ten pounds <^ almonds, thirty pounds of rice, six barrels of 
lard, enough of oatmeal to last until Easter, and two quarters 
of salt. The larder of a baronial residence would contain quite 
as large a supply as that of a monastery, as the monks did not 
use meat dunng Lent, but had oats given, of which they made 
gruel. 

There are some other apartments, connected with baronial 
residences of the period to which Wharton Hall belonfi;8, that 
we should naturally expect to find at the end of the hall 
towards the kitchen. The lavatory would be on the right 
hand side of the entrance door, but there are no traces of its 
existence. The pantry, buttery, and cellar, might be in the 
yaulted chamber beneath the nail, the doorway into one of 
which still remains, and in that case there would be a staircase 
leading up to the passage behind the screens, and so to the 
minstrels' gallery, if that gallery was not accessible from a 
porch outside. It is worthy of notice that the floor of the 
passage behind the screens has been supported on beams, 
whereas the floor of the hall has been upon the arch of the 
yaulted chamber below. It is important to bear in mind the 
usual position of these three chambers, because there are in 
this house a buttery, pantry, and cellar, which seem not in- 
tended for the use of the hall and kitchen that have been 
described. These vaulted chambers, with doorways towards 
the west, are under that part of the building in which is now 
the Lord's solar, and help us to the inference that at one time the 
hall was on the other side of the present solar, with the dais at 
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the west end, the Lords' solaria or near the tower, the kitchen 
near the steps by which the Lords' chamber is now approached, 
and the chapel near where is now the Lords' chamber. If you 
will examine these vaulted apartments you may observe the 
passage leading to the kitchen, and the doorways of a buttery 
and pantry of an older house than the present one, and the 
reason for supposing that the chapel formerly stood near the 
present site of the Lords' solar is, that some twenty-five years 
ago a tomb was uncovered, contmning a skeleton, with the 
remains of a sword that had been pla^d across his breast (as 
described to me) and a green glass by his side. This was 
most likely one of the Whartons, who died before the re- 
formation, and was buried in his own chapel, and the glass 
now produced, though there is nothing uncommon about it, 
would in these days be rare and precious, and most likely 
contained holy water. 

When the additions were made to the house, a new chapel 
was built at the south-west comer of the court-yard. It is 
now divided into upper and lower stories, but originally it was 
open to the roof as fisu* as a doorway from the courtyard 
now. closed. A gallery for the family might extend still further 
back, as the walldividing the chapel from the other apartments 
is only the height of the lower story, and, as you are aware, 
it was not unusual to use part of the chapel for domestic 
purposes. Inside you may observe where the bench has been 
alongside the wall, and over the window at the south-end is 
the sacred monogram. 

The gatehouse has about it nothing very remarkable. On 
the right-hand side is the porter's lodge, on the other a small 
apartment, in which, tradition says, the bloodhounds were 
kept. The access to the upper rooms in the gatehouse is by a 
newel staircase from the courtyard, which still remains. On 
the east side of the gatehouse in the courtyard have been 
buildings terminating in an angle, where is one of those garde- 
robes so common in houses of the period. A gallery, previously 
referred to, along the courtyard may have connected these 
apartments with the kitchen. In the tower at the west end of 
the building you may observe that the windows differ some- 
what in stvle and character from those in other parts of the 
house, and indicate an earlier date. The apartments in the 
tower are also approached by a newel staircase, which appears 
to have commenced at the second story, but this is not quite 
clear. The floor of this second story would be level with the 
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dais of the old hall, for the use of which the pantry, butlerjr, 
and cellar now remaining were originally intended. To anti- 
ouarians I need hardly explain that pantry was so called, because 
Irom it the bread was given out by an officer appointed for the 
purpose. Buttery had its name not from butter, though I 
believe it was customary to make the butter there, but from a 
word signifying butler who had charge of the cellar, and gave 
out the drinkables <^ the establishment from the buttery. 
These apartments were for obvious reasons placed near the 
kitchen, having a passage between, leading to the hall, and 
were thus as convenient as what is now called a butler^s pantry 
ought to be in a well-arranged house. 

Near the gate leading to Lammerside you may observe the 
remuns of what was the laundry, with a stream of water 
running through part of it, and having another large apartment 
attached, no doubt used for laundry purposes. The building 
outside die gateway, now used as an underhouse barn, is about 
the same age as the hall, but it is not very easy to determine 
the use for which it was orifi^nally intended. There are no 
fireplaces, and yet the doors have been bolted from the inside, 
as if it had been inhabited. It may have been a barracks, 
with stabling for horses in the lower, and sleeping accommo- 
dation for men in the upper story, or it may be that Philip 
Lord Wharton used it as a chapel, but this I fear must at 
present be left an open question, as I know no facts that 
would enable me to express an opinion. It may be mentioned, 
that over the gateway are the armorial bearings of Sir Thomas 
Lord Wharton, with the augmentation given him by Edward 
VL, and the date. Anno Domini 1559; 

Having thus described the buildings at Wharton Hall, I 
must now endeavour to give you some account of those by 
whom they were built and mhabited. Unfortunately we 
cannot learn much about the Whartons until the reign of 
Henry VIIL, when Sir Thomas Wharton won for himself 
name and fame; Until that time the Whartons do not seem 
to have taken any very prominent part in public affairs. 
Holding under the Cliffords, they would doubtless do suit and 
service to that noble house, and have their share in the strifes 
and struggles that preceded the accession of Henry VIL, as 
well as 3iat border warfare which, until the union of the two 
kingdoms, appears to have been the normal condition of these 
northern counties. Camden, who wrote about 1600, in his 
description of the river Eden, says: — "This river runs by 
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** Wharton Hall, the seat of the Barons of Wharton, of which 
« manor the present fftmily hare been proprietors beyond the 
^ date of any records extant, and hare likewise been Lords of 
** Croglin, in Cumberland, and patrons of the rectory there, 
^<more than four hundred years past." This statement of 
Camden must be taken cum grano salis^ as it is pretty well 
ascertained how and when the Whartons became possessed of 
Croglin. About the time of Edward I., the heir of the house, 
for ought we know to the contrary, looked across the Eden 
one fine morning in the month ot May, fell in love with the 
parks of Nateby on the opposite side, thought how much they 
would add to tne value of his paternal estate, and as the river 
was narrow and a bridge easily constructed, he married the 
daughter and co-heir of Philip Ha8tinfi;8, of Croglin, and had 
with her, as dowry, the manor of Nateoy and part of Croglin ; 
and if she was as plain looking^ as the Lady Wharton, whose 
portrmt I hold in my hand, she needed to have Nateby and 
something more tacked on to her wedding dress (Dr. Simpson 
here exhibited a picture painted on wood, said to be the 
portrait of one of the Lady Whartons, with a falcon on her 
wrist tearing her fineer, from which the blood is flowing, with- 
out apparently exciting any attention on the part of the lady). 
In the reign of Edward IL, Henry de Querton held the manor 
of Querton of the celebrated Robert de Clifford, who was slain 
at Bannockbum, whose body, according to the best authorities, 
was sent by Robert Bruce to the King at Berwick, together 
with that of the Earl of Gloucester, and who, there is every 
reason to suppose, was buried in Shap Abbey* It has been 
noticed that, though there is no doubt of the great antiquity of 
the Wharton family, the pedigree certified at the heralds' 
visitation in 1585 does not go beyond Thomas Wharton, who 
in the 31 St Henry VI. held the manor of Wharton of Thomas 
de Clifford, though in the preceding reign one of the fieuaiily 
had served in Parliament for the county, and afterwards for 
the borough of Appleby; from various other circumstances 
we may reasonably infer that they were a family of note in 
the district. 

It is a (question of some interest where the family resided 
from the time of Edward I. until about the middle of the 
fifteenth century. Not, I suspect, in Wharton Hall, nor 
any part of it, but probably on tne hill on the west side of the 
hdl, where the clump of sycamores is now growing, and ad- 
joining the site of what vaed to be the vilbge of Wharton. 
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The field is called Hocrofts, but I do not attach much im- 
portance to that fieust, as the name may be of recent ori^^n, or a 
corruption of somethings very different to hall. Be that as it 
may, there are the foundations of a building, and there are no 
sure signs that any part of the present building was erected, at 
all events earlier than the fifteenth century. And in speculating 
upon the former residence of the family, it is impossible to forget 
that Lammerside Castle not only stands in toe same manor, 
but forms part of the same demesne. Pennant says, " I pro- 
" ceeded from Wharton Hall along a narrow yale watered by 
** the Eden, and passed by a very ancient square tower called 
'* Lammerside Ilall, formerly known by the name of the 
^* Dolorous Tower. Something was told me of a Sir Tarquin 
" and Sir Caledos, so that probably the place had been the 
'' subject of dire contention." Should you visit the ruins you 
will nnd that it has consisted of a square tower with vaulted 
chambers^ having a hall on the north side, from which the 
upper stories of the tower were reached by a newel sturcase, 
and in front a courtyard, with a larp^e enclosure on the west, 
that may have been for the protection of the cattle. There 
are also traces of other large enclosures. The building is of 
gpreater antiquity than Wharton Hall, and may have been the 
residence of the owners of the manor before the present hall 
was built. But, so far as I know, history is silent about this 
place and its owners, and I can but call attention to the fiict. 
Doping that some of us may be induced to try and unravel the 
mystery that at present envelopes Lammerside Castle. 

There is nothing of importance to relate concerning the 
ibmily of the Whartons until the time of Sir Thomas, the first 
lord, who as Camden says, was advanced to that honour by 
Henry VIIL, for his surprisins^ conduct and success in the 
entire defeat of the Scots at SolTon Moss, which victory in all 
its circumstances was, perhaps, the most considerable that the 
English ever obtainea over the forces of the neighbouring 
kingdom. And, therefore, King Edward VL, in recompense 
of tnat eminent service, granted to the said lord an augmen- 
tation of his paternal coat of arms, viz., a bordure engrailed or, 
charged with legs of lions in saltire, gules, armed-azure. The 
battle of Sollon Moss took place in the year 1543, at which 
it is said Sir Thomas Wharton, assisted by Sir William Mus- 
grave, with a few borderers, met the Scots and overthrew 
them, though 15,000 strong, whereas he had not more than 
300; more reliable accounts say 1,400. This victory was 
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occasioned in a great measure by the diseust of the Scots army 
with their general, Oliver Sinclair, which occasioned mutinies, 
and all was put into disorder. The English taking advantage 
of this, fell upon them, slew many, and took 200 prisoners of 
the better note, 800 common men who threw down their arms 
and submitted themselves, 24 pieces of ordnance, four carts 
l^den with spears^ and ten pavilions. Dugdale says of this 
Lord Wharton, that in 1 Edward VI., being warden of the West 
Marches, with the Earl of Lennox, who had an army of 5,000 
men, he entered Scotland and won the church of Annan, for 
which and other his faithful services he had summons to 
Parliament that same year amongst the barons of this realm, 
and in 2. and 3. Philip and Mary, was constituted Warden of 
of the Middle Marches upon the 30th of July, and on the 16th 
December following was made General of all the Marches. 
Some doubt seems to have arisen whether Sir Thomas was 
summoned to Parliament on account of his services at Sollon 
Moss, or not until after the battle of Musselbur^^h. His name 
is, however, on the rolls twice during the reiffn of Henry 
VIIL He was summoned to the ParUament wnich began at 
Westminster, January 30th, in 36. Henry VIIL, his name 
bein^ last but one on the list. 

That Sir Thomas was a gallant soldier and most able 
commander there can be no manner of doubt. He seems to 
have enjoyed the confidence of four different sovereigns in very 
troublous times, and held an office of great trust and heavy 
responsibility. When made Warden of all the Marches anenst 
Scotland, he appointed watches to be kept throughout all the 
three Marches, fi'om sea to sea, assigning to each locality its 
own particular watch, and thus effectually guarding the country 
against the ravages of the Scotch reivers. And while serving 
his country faithfully and well, he seems to have found time 
to attend to his own interest, and greatly increase his posses- 
sions. By the favour of Henry V III. he received a most 
liberal grant of lands belonging to the dissolved monasteries, 
and especially those of Shap Abbey, and as he held lucrative 
offices he was enabled to purchase the reversion of the manor 
and rectory of Ravenstonedale, or Russendale, for which he 
paid the sum of 935/. 16^. 8d. This manor had been pre- 
viously granted by the king to the then Archbishop of \ork 
for bis life, and wnen we come to inquire, there is no difficulty 
in understanding the reason why. Robert Holgate, who at 
that time filled the Archi-episcopal see, was prior of Watton 
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at the time of the dissolutiOD, and to that House or Abbey 
Thorphin, the son of Robert, the son of Coplns, granted the 
whole of Russendale. Watton was a priory of uiibertines, 
of the order of St. Sempringham, and hence arose the privilege 
of sanctuary, the exclusive jurisdiction, and the peculiar 
customs of the manor. After leaving his priory of Watton, 
Holgate held for a short time a benefice in Lincolnshire, but 
owing- to a lawsuit with his squire. Sir Francis Askue, he 
resigned, went to London, and was appointed chaplain to the 
kine^, who finding him a great stickler for the Reformation, 
made him first the Bishop of Landaff, and afterwards Arch- 
bishop of York. Within a month of his elevation he exchanged 
with the king, in the course, it is said, of one morning, thirteeen 
manors in Northumberland, forty in Yorkshire, six in Notting- 
hamshire, and dght in Gloucestershire, all belonging to the 
see of York, for which he received thirty-three impropriaticms 
and advowsons, that came to the Crown at the dissolution of 
monasteries in the north, of which Russendale might be one. 
During the reigns of Henry and Edward he seems to have had 
the revenues of this manor, but on the accession of Mary he 
was imprisoned in the Tower, where here mained for eighteen 
months, when he was liberated through the influence of rhilip, 
retired to his native place, and dic^ about 1555, soon after 
which time we find Lord Wharton in the possession of Russen- 
dale. The articles of agreement, between him and the tenants 
of the manor, bear date the 6th day of November, 1556, and 
are assented to I^ Lord Wharton in the form following : — 

< The articles of the customary tenant-right of the whole 

< Lordship and Parish of Ravenstonedale, in the County of 
^ Westmorland, as hereafter appears, which hath been accus- 
^ tomed and used within the said Lordship time out of man's 

< memory, all which articles costomarv tenant-right, I, the 

* Lord Wharton, of the eastern and middle marches of England 

* for anenst Scotland, and captain of the King and Queen's 

* Majestie's town and Castle of Barwick, am well contented 
*^ and pleased withall. In witness whereof I have subscribed 
^ my hand the 6th day of November, in the fourth year of the 

< reign of our sovereign lord and lady King Philip and Queen 
Mary, 1556.*' So far as may be gathered from subsequent 

events the people of Ravenstonedale had some reason to reg^t 
the change of their position from vassals of the church to 
tenants of a neighbouring lord. In the year 1560 the Lord 
Wharton, wishing to enlarge the park, eompdled many of the 
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tenants to surrender their lands adjoining, luid accept others of 
his appointment. In fact he seems to have exercised his power 
to the utmost, and re-arranged the ownership of much of the 
land within the dale. In 1560, the several tenants who were 
possessed of anv part of Ravenstonedale Parks, Hagge, 
Westerdale, Tadwray, &c., came before Michael Wharton, 
Ambrose Lancaster, Charles Wharton, and Philip Machel, 
gentlemen, the commissioners of Thomas Lord Wharton, and 
surrendered into their hands for the use of the lord their shares 
in the said parks, &c., receiving in return some new improve- 
ments and lands, before enjoyed by other tenants, who had 
surrendered them for that purpose, so that this oppressive bur- 
den might be somewhat more equal, and that the tenants of 
the pane, &c., might not sustain the whole loss. And then 
follows an account of the different portions each surrendered, 
which shows how arbitrarily the lord dealt with tenants in 
those days. As might be expected, this jHroceeding did not 
pass without opposition and remonstrance on the part of the 
stout yeomen of Russendale. It is said one man went to his 
field day by day armed and prepared to resist by force any 
attempt to deprive him of his possessions ; and there i^ still 
a tradition, which owes its origin to this transaction, that one. 
of the Lords Wharton had a lawsuit about the parks with the 
tenants of Russendale, in which he was successful ; but when 
going over Ashfell to see his newly acquired property, he was 
struck with blindness, as a punishment for his injustice and 
tyranny. The park wall was built in a year and a month, and 
the total cost in money was £127 16«« Od» ; but much of the 
work was done by the tenants of the yarious manors belonging 
to Lord Wharton, in the way of what was called love boons, 
the lord finding the workmen in meat and drink while at work. 
Amongst the entries are tenants of Shapp, uxty-six rodds; 
expense to the leaders in meat and drynk, lis. 8d. 

The first Lord Wharton died in 1668, and is s^erally 
supposed to have been buried in the Wharton Chapei in 
Kuicby Stephen Church, .where is a noble monument about 
six feet square, upon the top of which are three full-length 
figures of Sir Thomas, the first Lord Wharton, and his two 
wives, Eleanor and Anne. The inscription on the tomb is 
too long to quote, but it begins with ** Thomas Whartonus 
jaceo hic,^' which would seem conclusive that here he was 
buried. There is, however, in Healaugh Church, near 
Tadcaster, Yorkshire, a similar tomb with a latin inscription, 
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in old black letters around the four sides of the upper part of 
the tomb, which has been thus translated : — 

Behold one tomb three bodies doth contain 
Of Thomot Wharton, Eleanor, and Anne: 
To these, when living in the bridal bed, 
liolned was, and in the grave now dead, 
Cnrist grant in beavea we may be rejoined. 

On the east side of the tomb is another inscription in yery 
old characters, which leases no doubt that the Thomas Wharton 
referred to, is the same as the one commemorated on the tomb 
at Kirkby Stephen. Of the origin of the tomb at Healaugh, 
1 know nothing, but in looking over some manuscripts con- 
nected with the school at Kirkby Stephen, I learnt that the 
tomb there was erected by Lord Wharton himself, in his life 
time. In the eighth year of her reign, Queen Elizabeth granted 
letters patent to Tnomas Lord Wharton, enabling him to 
found and endow a school at Kirkby Stephen, and provide for 
the relief of the poor, and giving him power to make a fit and 
wholesome statute and ordinance, in writing, concerning and 
touching the ordinary governing and directing of the school- 
master and scholars of the said school for the tune being, and 
stipend and salary of the same schoolmaster, and other things 
concerning and touching the same school, &c. In the exercise 
of the powers thus given him. Lord Wharton, in the year 1566, 
made ordinances and statutes for the governing of tne school, 
amongst which is the following . — *' Every morning and 
*< evening at six of the clock, which are days for learning of 
** scholars and keeping of school, the scholars by two and two 
** and the schoolmaster shall go from the schoolhouse into the 
** parish church, and there devoutly upon their knees before 
** they do enter the quire say some devout prayer, and after the 
*^ same they shall repair together into the cnapel or quire where 
" I have made and set up a tomb, and there sing together one 
** of these psalms hereafter intituled ; such a one as the school- 
** master shall appoint, so as every of the said psalms be sung 
<< within fifteen days together, viz. — 103, 130, 145, 46, 3, 61, 
<< 24, 30, 90, 96, 100, 51, 84, 66, 46, and that done repair to 
*^ the schoolhouse, and in the evening quiedy to their lodgings, 
*^ and if any of the scholars be absent at any time of the said 
** prayers or psalms, then the schoolmaster to do correction for 
<<his or their absence." It thus appears that the tomb at 
Kirkby Stephen was in existence in 1556, two years before 
the death of Lord Wharton, whereas on the tomb of Healaugh 
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is the date of bis death lu well aa that of his second wife Ann ; 
but as this inscription is in plain characters, ill cut, I should 
not attach much importance to that fact. Without, however, 
attempting to decide the place of burial of the first Lord 
Wharton, I cannot quit the subject of his tomb without drawing 
your attention to an episode connected therewith, though not 
strictly withui the limits of my subject. You may^ remember 
some lines in Bum's History of Westmorland, said to have 
been written by a waggish schoolmaster on the west end of the 
tomb, and suggested by the popular notion that the bull's head 
under the figure of Lord Wharton represents the devil in a 
vanquished posture. The waggish schoolmaster was Dr. 
Bum himself, who taught the school at Kirkby Stephen, 
during that period of his life for which his biographers have 
had some difficulty to account. In a letter dated Kirkby 
Stephen, June 18, 1732, addressed to the Archbishop of York, 
the govemors of the school say : — " Mr. Richard Bum, who 
<* teaches the school at present, is a very deserving man, and 
*' it would be a favour to all the neighbourinfi" parishes to have 
« him fixed here, whose nomination to the school we humbly 
<< conceive is in your Grace or the Govemors. The salary is 
*^ but £20 per annum, but he was bora in the parish, and hath 
*^ already almost expended his fortune on his education, and 
*' so would accept the place.'' Mr. Burn himself afterwards 
wrote the following letter, dated 

Kirkby-Stepben, Oct. 16, 17S2. 
" Mat it please your Grace, — In answer to your Grace's commands of tbe 12th 
of this instant by the ReTorend Mr. Archdeacon Hayton, I am commanded by 
the Ber. Mr. Atkinson (the other gentleman being at a distance) hnmbly to 
certify your Grace that I hare been a member of Queen's College, Oxford, for 
the space of four years, but being upon the foundation hare taken no degree for 
want of a vacancy. I numbly b^ leave to assure your Grace that I will always 
endeavour to deserve your Grace's favour by behaving myselves si^tably to that 
state of life in which your Grace has vouchsafed to place me. 
" Tour OraoeTs moat obedient and 

<* devoted Servant, 

'^BlOHABO BVBN.'' 

But to return to our subject, from which I have somewhat 
digressed, it does not appear that the Wharton £unily took 
any very active interest in public affairs during the latter part 
of the sixteenth century. Philip, the third lord, seems to 
have had some disputes with his tenants at Russendale, which 
were settled by an indenture made the 12th day of February, 
in the twenty-second year of the rei^n of Elizabeth, (1581.) 
And about two years afterwards, articles were agreed upon for 
regulating the courts, and trial of causes in the manor of 

Ravenstonedale, 
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Ravenstonedale, and a house provided in which the mnd jary 
might meet and decide, instead of in the Church as heretofore. 
The book in which the verdicts were entered was called the 
End Book, was entrusted to the custody of a sworn officer, and 
a copy thereof kept by the lord of the manor. The yearly 
income of this lord in 1605, was 2107/. lU. 4}d!., wnereof 
Wharton Demesne raised, besides feeding 200 deer, 110/. 
Ravenstonedale Park and Lords' Ground there, 100/. The 
yearly allowance to his oldest son. Sir George Wharton, was 
302/. Is, 5d., and to his younger son, 100/. This Sir George 
was killed in a duel in 1609. 

The next of the Whartons which we have to notice is Philip, 
fourth lord, who was colonel of a regiment of horse in the reign 
of King Charles, and active against the loyalists, though not 
assenting to the king's death. In 1692, ne appropriated, by 
deed bearing date July 12, certain lands in the county of 
York, as a perpetual fund for the purchasing yearly 1050 
Bibles, appointed to be sent to different parishes fo be distri- 
buted among young persons who have got oy heart, and repeated 
seven Psalms. In 1693, he, and his son, conveyed to trustees, 
for the use of a licensed dissenting meeting-house in Swale- 
dale, a close of land, called Nateby Birkett, at that time in 
possession of Hugh Wharton, at the yearly rent of £16 10s., 
and formerly at the rent of £22, and a parcel of land in Russen- 
dale. It is said that this Philip Lord Wharton thus addressed 
a clergyman who applied to him for a living of which he was 
patron. — *^ Sir, it is my custom to dispose of the livmgs that 
<^ I am patron of, to those who perform these three con£tions, 
<<viz; In the first place, the minister must pray in my 
^* £unily. — I dont mean read prayers, for anyone of my servants 
" is able to do that. In the next place, he must preach in 
*^ my family, that I may have a taste of his talents that way ; 
*^ and then he is to g[o to the destitute parish and if the people 
*^ approve of him, me living is his! " The worthy clergyman 
fulnlJed these conditions to the satisfaction of the purit^ lord 
and the parish, and got the living. Of the Marquis of 
Wharton and of the Duke, I cannot now speak; suffice it to say 
that the Duke, about whose doin^ and savings at Wharton, 
I am told, old people in this neie£bourhooa were wont to talk, 
forfeited the estate and died, at tiie age of thirtv-two, in great 
poverty, in a Bemardine convent, in Spain, ana was buried in 
the same poor manner as the fathers bury their own poor 
monks. 
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In a letter to a friend, written shortly before his death, and 
betraybg a consciousness of misspent powers, and a wasted 
life, he says : — 

'* Be kind to mj remains; and oh I defend 

'^ Against your jadgment, yoar departed friend." 

And if, as one of his biographers say, <^ If to acknowledge 
^^ a fault doth in some measure expiate a crime, at least, it 
*^ should take off the world's censure. If we consider the frailty 
** of human nature, let the best of us look to ourselves, and we 
*< shall discover weaknesses we cannot help, passions we cannot 
*^ subdue, and perhaps crying^ sins, whicl^ though we cannot 
*' but condemn, we hardly know how to correct.'* Shortly 
afterwards, the estate was bought by one of the Lowther 
family, and now belongs to the Earl of Lonsdale, who for the 
purpose of this paper kindly furnished me with the rentals 
of tne different parts of the estate when bought by his ancestors 
and the rentals now. When bought, the total rent, including 
the fines and rents of fourteen manors, amounting to £59 ii 3«., 
was £1183 \5s. Now the total rent, including the same 
manors, which do not vary, is £2225 \s, 7c/« oo ends the 
history of the Whartons. 



Art. XXVI — Tapestry in Appleby Castle. By W. H. 
D. Longstaffe, Esq., Gateshead. 

IN a comer of a tapestried bedroom of the residence in 
Appleby Castle, Westmoreland, is inserted some tapestry 
of unusual beauty. It possesses so much interest that, 
although I do not at present trace any historical connection 
with the north of England, or the holders of Appleby, I may 
be pardoned for calling attention to its existence. 

The ground-work is delicately covered with wild flowers, 
and, all over it, is used a badge, which may be described as 
the top of a royal vessel of war. The summit of the mast is 
represented as erased or torn from the rest, passing through a 
round basket-shaped projection, which contains^z;e spears or 
arrowSf with their points upwards, at the dexter side of the 
mast, from which a streamer with two tails proceeds to the 
sinister. The upper tail is guUsy the lower one argent. 
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Between them and the mast, the streamer is occupied by the 
arms of St. George as usual. 

There are three coats of arms on the tapestry, all in the 
peculiar style of the latter half of the 15th century, fiuniliar to 
the students of the garter plates at Windsor. Ine main coat 
is at the foot. It is gules^ four fiisils ermine infesSy with a 
profusion of mantling covered with ermine spots, and between 
two stags proper as supporters. The crest I took to be a 
lamb between two lighted candles. The animal, I have no 
doubt, now, is really an ermine. This crest arises from a 
chapeau ermine. 

Above this main coat are two other shields. That on the 
dexter is surrounded by the garter, inscribed, Hony soit que 
male y pense, and cont^ns the same coat gules^fbur fusils 
ermine in fess. That on the sinister comprises the same, im- 
paled with guleSf three arches (the two upper ones being 
conjoined) argent. The arrangement is a little peculiar, for, 
according to the pedigrees, as we shall presently see, the Knight 
of the Garter was son and not husband of the lady who bore the 
impaled coat, and he only left sisters and co-heiresses. His 
arms seem, therefore, to occur twice, — once with his supporters 
and crest, as the head of the paternal house, and again beside 
his mother's coat, with his knightly garter. She was an 
heiress, as we shall also see, and he would be entitled to 
quarter her arms on her death. Thus he might in antidpation 

E lease himself with perpetuating them, or the introduction of 
is mother's shield might merely be from affection. Or, in 
eiving the full insignia, he might be perpetuating his father. 
That there is a want in the lists of the Knights of the Garter 
of the husband of the heiress is not likely, and all doubt as to 
the generation to which the tapestry belongs is removed, by 
the marine character of the badge, which, from the evidences 
in the sequel, will, I think, be dlowed to have originated with 
the son of the heiress. 

On referring to my Elizabethan Roll of Peers, the two 
coats soon revealed themselves as quartered by Bourchier 
Earl of Bath for Denham and Arches. The coat of the latter 
fiunily, as at present, is drawn with two separate arches in 
chief, and two conjoined in base. I have no hesitation in 
considering that the tapestry is more accurate, and that the 
orifirinal coat was simply gules three arches argent^ the capitals 
peniaps, as quartered, being or. 

The 
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The Bourchiera quartered the two coats through the 
marriage of Sir Fulk Bouchier, with Elizabeth, the eldest 
sister and co-heir of Sir John Dynham, K.G., the owner of 
the tapestry. 

The pediffree of Dinaunt, Dinan, or Dynham, is not very 
well proved, but the descent of the manors of ^oclana- 
Dynham, and HerthxxA^ of which Bocland was accounted a 
member, seem to show that, in the general result, it is correct. 
Either place accounts for the two stags as supporters. The 
summonses to Parliament of the members of this race ceased 
for the whole period between Edward I. and Edward IV. 
The family, in the 12th century, was intimately connected 
with Brittany, whence it had sprung ; and thus the ermine^ so 
conspicuously given in its insignia, is explained. In the reign 
of Henry VI., apparently a little before 1430, Sir John 
Dynham married Jane, daughter and co-heir of Sir Richard 
Arches, explaining the occurrence of the coat of the family of 
Arches. He died in 36. Henry VI. (1467-1468), leaving 
John Dynham, his son and heir, aged 28. 

Two years afterwards, his son commenced a series of marine 
services in fevour of the House of York. ** A book of 
<< Chroniques in Peter College Library," extracted from by 
Leland (Coll. i., 713), says, —"Then fled the Duke of York 
<< with his second son, by Wales, into Ireland, and the Earls of 
" Salisbril and the Earl of March into Devonshire, and there 
" one Deneham, an esquier^ gat them a ship for a 220 nobles, 
"and thence he sailed into Gamesey, and afterwards was 
^* received into the castle of Calays. — Denham went suddenly 
" from Calays by the Earl of Warwike's device to Sandwich, 
" and took the town, and therein the Lord Rivers and Lord 
" Scales his son, and took many ships in the haven, and 
"brought them all to Calays.— The King [Henry VL] 
" ordained Mountford with a garrison to keep Sandewyche. 
" But Denham, coming from Calays thither, todk Mountefort, 
<*and carrying him to Risebank, there smit off his head/' 
Any one ox these exploits would well explain the badge on 
the tapestry, and it may probablyi with his supporters, be 
assigned to the date when ne became a baron. According to 
** Another Cronique '' with which Leland proceeds rColL i., 
716), *^ Edward at his coronation created . .Denham, Esquyer, 
** Lord Deneham, and worthy, as is afore shewed." The 
summonses to him, however, commence in Edward's sixth year. 
The descent of estates prove him to have descended fi^m 
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Oliver Didaunt, who had been somrooned by Edward I. 
Indeed there are confirmations on the Patent Rolls, in 
16. Richard II., and 3. Henry VI., to two several Johns 
Dynham, each In his own time described as kinsman and 
heir of Geoffrey and Oliver de Dynham, reciting Henry Ill's. 
grant of a market at Bokeland, to Geoffrey, and Edwards Ts* 
grant of free warren in Hertyland, to Oliver. Doubtless, the 
circumstances of the fisonily had declined, and rendered sum- 
monses undesirable or unacceptable. For, though some of 
the estates had descended, all had not. 

In 9. Edward IV. (U69-70) the marine hero had a sub- 
stantial grant from that king, but only for life. On the 
restoration of King Edward, ^< the Lord Denham and Syr 
<* John Fo^, and other, were left in Kent, to sit on judgement 
*' of the rebels, whereof were a ereat number punished by the 
<' purse." This was in 11. Edward IV., and in 12. Edward 
IV. (147 2-3) Lord Denham was again on the brine, being 
retained to serve the king in his fleet at sea, with 3,580 
soldiers and marines. So, l^ewise, in 15. Edward I V. ( 1 475-6) 
for four months, with 3,000 men, in which year he was made 
a Privy Councillor, with an annuity of 100 marks. Another 
annuity of £100 was granted by the king to him, in 18. 
Edward IV. (1472-80) until £600 should be fully paid, in 
some recompense of large sums of money which George, 
Duke of Clarence, had exacted from him. In 2 1 . Edward I V. 
(1482-83) he was a married man, his wife being Elizabeth 
Fitzwalter. She then had no issue, nor was likely to have any, 
as John Ratclifi*, (her nephew) is in that year, when she joins 
with her husband in founding a guild, called her heir. 

Beltz supposes that Lord Dynham became Knight of the 
Garter before 1 4th May, 1487, on the attainder and de- 
gradation of Thomas, Earl of Surrey, 7 th November, 1485, 
m the first year of Henry VI L, in which year he was made 
Privy Councillor and Treasurer to the politic king. Denham 
had, on Edward IV.'s restoration, sworn to the Parliament 
chamber to be true to his master's son, afterwards Edward V;, 
and he had been appointed an executor to Lord Hastings 
two years before his execution. It is pleasing to infer that he 
had been no friend to Richard IIL's seizure of the crown, and 
so that he readily fell in with the accession of Henry. His 
mother, the co-heiress of Arches, survived until 1496. By 
her will, dated in that year, she desures to be buried in the 
Black Friars' Church, of Exeter, beside her lord and husband. 

Sir 
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Sir John Dynham, knight, where their tomb was made. She 
mentions her sons, Oliver and Charles Dyneham, (who with 
their brother Roger, mentioned in 4. Edward IV., must have 
died issueless), and her daughters, who afterwards became co- 
heiresses of her son, Lord John Dynham, who was to have the 
remainder of her goods, ^^ if he had issue of his body," a 
tolerably plain indication that he had none legitimate at that 
time. She does not mention his wife, and as he does not give 
the arms of any spouse on the tapestry, I infer that Elizabeth 
Fitzwalter was then dead. 

He makes his will on the 7th of January, 1600-1, desiring 
to be buried at the Abbey of Hartland, in Dorsetshire, of 
which he was founder (i.e. representative of the original 
founder who was JeflFrey Dynham, t. Henry II.), if he'should 
die within 100 miles thereof, otherwise in the Grey Friars*, 
London. To Lady Elizabeth, his wife, he left all Household 
stuff in his place at Lamheith, in Surrey, and 1690 ounces 
of plate. The will was not proved until 1609, but the 
testator's four sisters and co-heiresses had livery of his lands, 
in 17. Henry VII, 16U1-2, and evidence that the register of 
burials in Grey Friars' was correct in making him die on 28th 
January, 1501, The entry runs thus — ^<Item ad finem 
"stallorum [quondam inserted] in eadem [sinistra] parte 
<^chori in archu jacet nobilis dominus, Dominus Johannes 
*^ Dennham, Baro, et quondam thesa.urarius Angli», milids 
** cum liberata de Garterio. Qui obiit 28 die mens* Januarii, 
*^ Anno, Domini 1601." From the will of Jane Lady Talbot, 
1506, it appears that the widow was not Elizabeth Fitzwalter, 
but a niece of the testatrix, who was daughter and co-heiress of 
John Champernon. She is mentioned thus: << Anthony 
•' Willoughby, my nephew. To my Lady Dinham, my niece, 
<' a device of gold," and doubtless Sir Harris Nicolas is correct 
in stating that she was daughter of Lord Willoughby and 
Blanche his wife, daughter and co-heiress of John Champernon, 
and sister of the testatrix. 

I have not the date of Elizabeth Fitzwaltet^s death, but 
the evidence seems to show that the tapestry was made 
between the gift of the garter, in 1487, and Joane d' Arches*s 
death, in 1496, and, further, between the death of Dynham's 
first wife and his re-marriage, as the shield of any present wife 
would hardly have been wanting. With some research the 
date might be gained with tolerable mmuteness. For us, 
it is perhaps sufficient to know that this date is the early part 
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of Henry's VII.'s reign, a most unnsoal one, certainly, as faf 
as the north of England is concerned. 

It is perhaps difficult to say whether George, son of John 
Lord Dynham, who died in 1487, and Philippa his daughter, 
who died in 1485, both commemorated by a tomb formerly in 
the chancel of Lambeth Church, were legitimate or illegiti- 
mate. I do not know the age of Elizabeth Fitzwalter. One 
thing is clear; they died issueless. The allegation on the 
tomb at Radnage, co. Buckingham, I regard as utterly untrust- 
worthy in the face of the livery to the co-heiresses of 1501-2. 
For the curious, I repeat it. ** Here lyeth William Tyer, 
*• Preacher of God's Worde, late Parson of Radnage, who 
*' took to wife Jane, daughter of George Dynham, son of Sir 
** Thomas Dynham, Knt, son and heir of John Lord Dynham, 
<< and departed this this life the 3rd day of August, a.o. 1605." 

I presume that it was this or some other illegitimate line 
that used Lord Dynham's badge for a crest, described in the 
Heraldic Dictionaries thus : ^*In a round top Or six spears, 
** in the centre a pennon argent, thereon a croslett.* 

Lord Dynham's own crest, the animal called an ermine on 
a chapeau ermine, is engraved from his carter plate, by 
Boutell, but no flames are shewn at the enas of the upright 
objects at its sides. Hence they look more like horns tnan 
candles. The flames are distinct at Appleby. 



Art. XX VIL — Appleby Castle. By the Rer; Dr. Simpson, 
Vicar of Kirkby Stephen. 

Read at Appleby, September ISth, 1871. 

AVERY concise history of Appleby was engraven on stone 
by Regmald Bainbngge, some time master of the Gram- 
mar Scnool m that town, and the stone placed above the door of 
the school-house. The inscription reads as follows :•— 

** Aballaba qnam G C. 
Flnit Itana ; SUtio fait 
Ro : Tern : Maot : Aartl, 
Hano TastaTit F F 
GoU: R: Scot: 1176 
Hie pestia soBTit 1608 
Opp^Deaart: Meroatua 
Ad GilBbanghm F. 

Deom Time.* 

and 
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and may be thus translated. '* Appleby^ around which Ituna 
*^ flows, was in the time of the Romans a station of the Mauri 
*^ Aureliani. William, King of Scotland, laid it utterly waste 
** in 1 176. Here the plague raged in 1598, The town being 
*^ deserted, the market was held at Gilshaughlin. Fear God." 
Camden, who was a friend and contemporary of Bainbrigge, 

fives a similar account of this ancient borouga. As translated 
y Gibson, he says, '^ Instead of Aballaba we call it Appleby. 
*^ . • . Nothing is memorable about it besides its antiquity 
*^ and situation, for under the Romans it was the station of the 
** Mauri Aureliani, and it is seated m a pleasant field, and 
*^ almost encompassed with the river Eden, but it is so slenderly 
*' peopled, and the buildings are so mean, that if antiquity did 
*^ not make it the chief town of the county, and the assizes 
*^ were not held in the castle, which is the public raol for 
<c malefactors, it would be very little above a village (though 
*^ the best com market in these northern parts)." I do not 
know upon what authority Bainbrigge and Camden have pro- 
nounced Appleby to be a Roman station. The Aballaba of 
the Notitia is on the Roman wall, near the present town of 
Brampton, in Cumberland, and in the fifth Iter of Antoninus, 
which was the Roman road leading firom London, across this 
part of the country, to Carlisle, no mention is made of any 
station at Appleby. That it was a town of considerable im- 
portance in very early times may reasonably be inferred from 
the name, and the hill upon which the castle now stands may 
have been a British stronghold, though in these days no trace 
of Celtic handiwork can w found. Speaking of Aballaba, on 
the Roman wall, Mr. M'Lauchlin says, *^ From the extent of 
^^ the ruins it seems probable that there was a considerable 
^^ town or village near to the station, sufficient to make the 
*^ place remarkable when compared with other camps. Balla^ 
*^ for village or town, occurs in the name of Carlisle, the 
*^ Luguvafliumof the Romans, hence it may be presumed that 
" Aballa might sie^nify the *< town," and as Fa at the end of 
" the name of a hilly or mountain, or any other word, is but 
" the same as fan^ or many a place (Richard's Welsh Dic- 
^^ tionary), it may be inferred that ^Aa//a6a signifies the place 
" of the town. Others contend that Bala, in the old British, 
^* as in the Irish, signifies a village or town." 

This description would equally apply to this Appleby in 
Westmorland, except that it was not a Roman station. The 
town has at one time been of much greater extent and much 
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more populous than it is now, and there is every reason to 
suppose that from the time of the Roman occupation, until 
about 1388, its size and importance well entitled it to the name 
of Aballaba. The borough was among the first twenty to 
send burgesses to Parliament in 1265, and of course continued 
to do so until the reform bill. At that time Appleby appears 
to have had a population of about 8,000, as appears from a 
computation of tne fee-farm rents paid, but after its second 
destruction by the Scots, in 1388, it would seem from an in- 
quisition in the town chest that not more than one-tenth of the 
burgesses remained. 

As mifi;ht be expected from its remote situation, we do not 
meet witn much information about Appleby in the old chron- 
icles, but in John de Fordun's Scotichronicon, lib. xi. c 21, 
there is a curious passage which may have reference to this 
town. Describing^ the expulsion of Englishmen from benefices 
in Scotland, he alleges, as one reason in excuse, that though the 
Scots had benefices in England they were not allowed to enjoy 
them, but ^^ Aut turpiter ejicitur, aut inhumaniter jugulatur, 
^ cum tamen, quantum ab hoc Scoti et AngU non debent ad 
* imparia judicari. Habet enim Dumblanensis ecclesia justum 
^ titulum ad totum dominium de Appleby, de Congere, et de 

Troclingham necnon et de Malematn in Anglic ex donatione 

reguli et domini eorundem ; cujus filium a mortuis resuscita- 
^ vit Sanctus Blaanus nepos ex sorore S. Katani, quem bapti- 
^ zavit Blaanus et Columbam eum nominavit ; uterque in vit4 
^ mirabilis, et miraculis coruscans : Columba in Dumblan et 

Blaanus in Botha insula tumulantur." St. Blaanus lived 
towards the end of the tenth century, and the grant claimed by 
John de Fordun to have been made to him of the whole lordship 
of Appleby, of Congere, and of Troclvngham, and also of 
Malemath, in England, by the lord of these places must have 
been made before the conquest. There are however no manors 
in this neighbourhood bearing the same names as those men- 
tioned in the chronicle, and the fact that the church of Warcop 
is dedicated to St Columba would hardly justify the conclusion 
that this was the place in which St. Blaanus raised the ruler's 
son to life, and afterwards baptized him by the name of 
Columba. 

What was the state and condition of Appleby and this 
district at the period of the conquest is most difficult to deter- 
mine. According to Buchanan '^ William the Conqueror 
could not gain possession of it, and being wearied with a war 
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more tedious than profitable, and his courage being somewhat 
cooled, he applied himself to the thoughts of peace, which was 
made on these conditions : — " That io Stanmore, t.e. a stony 
'^ heathy a name imposed upon it for that verv cause, lying 
*^ between Richmondshire and Cumberland, the bounds of 
*^ both kingdoms should be fixed, and in the boundary a cross 
^^ of stone should be erected, which should contain the statues 
*' and arms of the kines of both sides/' That cross, as long as 
it stood, was called King's Cross. It was also agreed that 
Malcolm should enjoy Cumberland on the same terms as his 
ancestors had done. Be this as it may, William seems to 
have granted this part of Westmorland to Ranulph de 
Meschmes, who in 1088 gave to the Abbey of St. Mary's, 
York, the churches of St. Lawrence and St. Michael, aes- 
cribhig them as belonging to his castle of Appleby. From 
this charter it is clear that there was a castle at Appleby at 
that date ; and in his history of Craven, Whitaker gives it as is 
opinion that the castles of Brough, Appleby, Pencu-agon, and 
Brougham were all the work of Ranulph Meschines, in the 
reign of the Conqueror ; Brough to fortify the pass of Stane- 
more, Pendragon that of Mallerstang, Appleby for its central 
as well as strong and beautiful situation in the barony, and 
Brougham to guard its northern boundary. These castles at 
that time consisted of keeps or square towers, all of which be- 
long to that period of architecture. This part of the castle at 
Appleby is now called Caesar's Tower, and appears to have 
been constructed in haste. It has none of those cautious con- 
trivances for munition and defence which are to be found in 
most of the old castles in this kingdom, and the workmanship 
of the walls is not of that strength and firmness that we 
generally observe in buildings of that date. When first built 
It was probably not so high as at present, nor were the several 
stories on the same level as they are now. Originally the 
lowest or basement story would have a groined roof resting on 
a pillar or pillars in the centre, but there is reason to suppose 
that the floors of the upper chambers were supported by beams 
of timber as at present. The wall that now divides the square 
of the keep into two compartments was built by the Countess 
of Pembroke in the year 1651, and at one time there was a 
brass plate upon the wall in the vault bearing the foUowins^ 
inscription : — ** This Csesar's tower began to bee repaired and 
^^ this middle wall to bee built from the foundation in 1651 by 
<< Ann, Baroness Clifford, Westmerland, and Vesey, Lady of 
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** Honour of Skipton in Craven, and Countess Dowager of 
*^ Pembroke, Dorsett, and Montgomery, after it had laid 
<< ruinous and uncovered irom the year 1559 until now." It 
is not easy to explain why this tower, evidently of Norman 
origin and Norman workmanship, should be called Caesar's 
Tower. In his valuable manuscript collections for a histoiy 
of Westmorland, Mr. Hill says — " For the origin of this 
*^ nomenclature I have never yet been able satisfoctorily to 
" account. I am inclined, nevertheless, to believe that square 
*^ fortresses of defence in this Kingdom have acquired that 
" name from the mere incidental circumstance of the Tower of 
" London being called Caesar's Tower, from a vulgar error that 
<< it was constructed by the Emperor Julius Caesar. Thus 
<< Shakespeare, in Richard II., talks of the King going to 
** * Julius Caesar's ill-erected tower.' " 

The keep at Warwick Castle is also called Caesar's Tower, 
and the keep at Brough Castle has the name of the Roman 
Tower, but there can be no doubt that these towersi as well as the 
one at Appleby, were not built earlier than the twelfth century, 
and probably not until after the great architect Gundulph had 
introduced nis improvements in castle building. The notion 
that this tower was the work of one of the later emperors is not 
worth a moment's thought. There may have been and pro- 
bably was a stronghold of some sort at Appleby in the time of 
the Koman occupation, as well as when the place was first 
granted to Ranulph Meschines, but we may very safely assert, 
that there was no building anything like the Caesar's Tower 
now standing. 

From the time of its erection until it was repaired by the 
Countess of Pembroke, it seems to have often been in a ruinous 
condition. About the year 1 176, or as some chroniclers have 
it, 1 173, the town of Appleby was burnt and the castle taken, 
and no doubt considerably injured by William of Scotland, 
and in the Pipe Rolls mention is frequently made of the castle 
of Appleby. In the 23. Henry II., they cont^n much re- 
lating to the repairs of the Westmorland castles. In 24. and 
25. Henry IL, there is an item for purchasing stock, and re- 
pauring the mill at Appleby. In 9. Richard I., the bridge of 
the castle at Appleby was repaired. This bridge must have 
been the one at the end of the town, as there does not seem 
ever to have been one nearer the castle. In Mr. Hill's manu- 
script it is said, *^ independent of the bridge at the end of the 
<< town, there appears formerly to have been a large boat at the 
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*< high part of the town to bring com from the mill and trans* 
*' port passengers, the remains of which boat were to be seen 
<< at the castle in Mr. Machell's time." In the Pipe Rolls, 
1. John, and succeeding years, mention is made of repairs at 
Brough and Appleby Uastles. In 6. John is the sum of 10^. 
to repair the walls of Appleby, and 3«. to repair the houses. 
In 1 0. John, 40«. expended in repairing Appleby Castle, and 
one mark at Brough. In 20. John, 20/. allowed to Appleby 
castle and others for midntenance of garrisons. Up to this 
time, that is, until the reign of King John, there does not 
appear to have been any building of consequence except 
Csesar's tower, and we have no certain means of knowing 
whether Robert de Veteripoint, who then received a grant of 
the property, built an adoition to the latter. About the 26. 
Henry III., it appears from an inquisition then taken that the 
tower at Appleby was much decayed, and the main timbers 
very rotten, by default of the prior (oi Carlisle), because he 
would not distrain upon the sureties of the carpenters who con- 
tracted with Lord John de Veteripoint for 22 marks to repair 
the said tower ; and the knight's chamber, which was much 
dilapidated iu the time of the said John, fell in the time of the 
prior ; and of the 50 marks assigned by our lady the Queen for 
the repairs of the said castle, there is not allowed above 10/., 
as is believed. At that time the heir of the castle and estate 
was under age, and ward to the king, and in the custody of the 
prior of Carlisle. 

After the castle and estate came into the Clifford family, 
some additional buildings were probably erected, though it is 
difficult to trace any remains of them in the present structure. 
We know that Roger de Clifford made considerable additions 
to the castle at Brougham, and it is not improbable that Robert 
de Clifford, his son and heir, made some additions at Appleby. 
We know that in 1352 there was a chantry in the castle at 
Appleby, which the vicar of St. Lawrence, Applebv, was ad- 
judged liable to serve, and though this chantry might be in 
the tower, it is much more likely to have been in a separate 
building which stood at the south-east comer of the quadrangle, 
and of which the room now called the baron's chamber formed 
part. In her memoirs, the Countess of Pembroke, speaking 
of the time when most of the castle was built, says, *^ by 
^^ records and evidences which are still remaining, the baron's 
^^ chamber in the castle was built long before ; and in Edward I. 
<* time, it was styled the knight's cGunber, and sometimes the 
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<< baron's chamber, in the records." If the baron's chamber 
now existing is the same as the knigbf s chamber referred to in 
the inquisition taken the 26th of Henry III. as much dila- 
pidated in the time of John de Veteripont, it must have been 
built a considerable time before that date, and was probably 
the work of Robert de Veteripont, who died in 1228. The 
room now called the baron's chamber would be the lord s 
" solar," or " sollere," and the hall would extend westwards, 
the boundary wall of the quadrangle being the side wall of the 
hall. This wall, the baron*s chamber, and the vaulted apart- 
ments in thb part of the castle, are well worth a careful 
examination. 

The gateway, or gatehouse, arched over, and originally 
very solid, is supposed to have been built in 14 IB, by John 
Lord Clifford, whose arms and those of his wife were carved 
upon it, and his son Thomas Lord Clifford built a g^at portion 
of the castle that stands eastward, namely, the hall, the chapel, 
and the great chamber, called the dining-room, which was 
then fallen into decay. At the bottom of the chapel window 
was this inscription — <^This chappie was built by Thomas 
Lord Clifford, anno domni, one thousand 400, 54." The 
windows of this chapel contained, in stained glass, the coats of 
arms of the Veteriponts and Cliffords, the arms of Thomas 
Lord Clifford's wife (the Dacres) quartered with those of his 
son, and also the arms of his grandson, born in that year 
(1454). The windows in the hall also contained coats of 
arms in stained glass. 

Of the building of the round tower near the gateway I can 
find no reliable account. It was probably in existence before 
the building of the gateway in 1418, and it is not unlikely 
that there was another to correspond with it, near where the 
dining room now is. The Countess says that Thomas de 
Clifford, who fell in the battle of St Albans, 1455, «< built the 
*' greatest part of the castle as it then stood ; it being a building 
<<much after the manner of those buildings in King Henry VL 
«• time." It seems to me more probable that the round tower 
was erected b^ Robert Lord Clifford, who is said to have had 
a great passion for building, and who, after repairing the 
castles and seats of his ancestors, died in 1391. 

The chapel to which I have referred as built by Thomas 
Lord Clifford in 1454, was evidently between the hall and the 
dining room, as in that room a piscina was discovered in 1852, 
and though concealed by the wainscotting, still exists; Whitaker 
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states that in the Countess of Pembroke's memoirs, the castle 
at Appleby is said to have been ruined in the insurrection of 
the Earls of Northumberland and Westmorland, A.D. 1569, 
but Mr. Hill notes opposite the passage that he had not found 
this. Leland, who lived and wrote in the last half of the six- 
teenth century, speaks of the castle as dilapidated in his time, 
and there is no doubt that very extensive repairs were done 
by the Countess of Pembroke, I>oth to the dwelling house and 
Caesar's tower. It is said that ^^ all the strong and artificial 
" work and buildings erected by Thomas Lord Clifford were 
*' de&ced and broken down, with some of the walls of the said 
^* castle, in 1648, the time of our late civil wars." There is 
some tradition that Oliver Cromwell's generals bombarded 
Appleby Castle, and the effects were pointed out on the north- 
east side, where until lately the wall bulged out, and was 
cramped with iron at the third story. Machel says, ^^ when 
*'the great breach of Caesar's tower was filled up in the 
** highest story, about three-and-arhalf feet irom the floor, holes 
*< were found inside the wall, about nine inches in diameter, 
*^ plastered and smoothed with lime and sand," upon which Mr. 
Hill observes that the breach above-named might or might not 
be the work of the Protector's generals, but the holes Sf achel 
refers to, appear to have been for the sake of communication 
from one side of the tower to the other. The same apertures 
were also found in Brough Castle, as described by MacheL I 
do not think there is any foundation for the belief that the castle 
was injured by diverts generals. We have the whole parti- 
culars of its surrender, in a letter from Colonel General Ashton, 
dated Appleby, 11th October, 1648, and delivered to the 
Parliament on the 16th of that month, and there does not 
appear to have been any siege, or any injury done to the 
buildings. And on the brass plate previously referred to, the 
Countess stated that the tower nad been ruinous and uncovered 
from 1659 imtil repaired by her in 1651, In the year 1664» 
Judges Newdegate and Wyndham stayed all night at the 
castk, and Judge Wyndham slept in Caesar's tower, and Judge 
Newdegate in the baron *s chamber, which was the first time 
that tm judges or persons of quality lay there since it had 
been repau^ and on the foUowmg day the action brought by 
the Countess against her tenants was tried in the Moot HalU 
and she obtains a special verdict, though, as riie says, *^ my 
'< tenants still persisted in their wilful rdfractoryness and ob- 
'^stinacy against me." 
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This custom of lodging the judges at the castle is a very old 
one, into which I cannot now enter, but I may observe, in 
passing, that the lowest chamber in Csesar's Tower was an- 
ciently the prison of the county. Leyland speaks of the 
prison in Appleby Castle in his time, and in 18. Edward III., 
John de Brampton was arrested for felonies, and convicted be- 
fore the justices, and committed to the jail of the King's Castle 
of Appleby. After the death of the Countess of Pembroke, 
the castle at Appleby, as well as those at Brougham, Brough, 
and Pendragon, seems to have remained unaltered until about 
1688, when her ^andson Thomas, Earl of Thanet, dismantled 
all his other casdes in Westmorland, pulled down the chapel 
built by Thomas Lord Clifford, and some other portions of 
the house at Appleby, and fitted up a suite of good modern 
apartments, which remain until this present time. Several of 
the windows were brought from Howgill Castle, which had 
been purchased by the Thanets from the Honeywoods, and 
some portraits of that family, brought at the same time, are 
now in the dining-room of the Castle. 

In his history of Westmorland, Hodgson says, speaking of 
this Earl, — ^* A small manuscript volume, containing an 
** account of his family disbutsements and extensive charities, 
** was lately discovered by the present steward of Appleby 
^^ Castle. These accounts are mterspersed with occasional 
<< remarks, entered at the instance of his lordship ; and some 
*< of them authenticated by his own signature, being intended 
^^ partly for the regulation of his own conduct, and partly for 
<*the benefit of his descendants." This manuscript would 
probably shew that the lock on the entrance door of the 
castle was purchased by this Thomas sixth Earl of Thanet, 
and not by the Countess of Pembroke, as has sometimes been 
supposed. 

And now, having given you, so far as I am able, an acccount 
of the Castle and its alterations and additions, from the period 
of the Conquest, until the present time, I will direct your 
attention to one or two features that are deserving of especial 
notice. And first, vou should examine C»sar*s Tower, with 
its well proportioned buttresses, and its massive but indiffer- 
ently built walls, and its beautiful as well as commanding 
situation. The newel stair-case at the south-east and south- 
west corners lead up to its several stories ; those in the other 
comers only lead from the highest story to the roof, and on 
each side of the different apartments are large recesses in the 
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\rally similar to those that have existed at Brough. These 
recesses have been filled with stone seats or settles, and were 
probably used for sleeping, but this is a question open to dis- 
cussion. The wall and building^ on the south-east of the 
quadrangle, as I have before said, and the vaulted chambers 
beneath, will well repay examination, and about the middle 
of the wall, on the east side of the Castle, towards the river, 
you will see the salljr port, with the grooves to guide the falling 
of the portcullis, still visible. Outside the wall you may 
observe the outer and inner moat, surrounding and protecting 
the Castle on all sides, excepting that abutting on the river, for 
the defence of which nature herself had amply provided« 

Of those who owned or dwelt in the castle of Appleby, I 
can but briefly speak. Three times had this castle and estate 
been carried, as a marriage portion, by heiresses, before it came 
into the possession of Smion de Morville, and when his 
grandson, Hu^h de Morville, thinking to do his sovereign good 
service, kept the door while his companions slew Thomas a 
Becket, in his Cathedral at Canterbury, it was forfeited to the 
Crown, and in the Crown it remained undl the reign of King 
John. It was during this period that the borough of Appleby 
received its charter, and secured possession of its high privi- 
leges, as a royal burgh. The burgesses were subject to no lord, 
but held in capile directly from the crown, and, as a conse- 
quence, the mayor of this ancient town was a person of no 
small consequence within the boundaries of his own borough, 
and is entitled to take precedence even of Her Majesty's 
judges. From an old document, copied into the margin of 
Gibson's translation of Camden, in the library at Lowther, it 
appears that Appleby was a county of itself in 4. King John, 
that is at the time the first grant was made to the Veteriponts. 
And it is worthy of remark, that long after the second grant,* 
Appleby Castle was dealt with as one of die king's fortresses, 
or a royal fort, and the owner addressed as Constable of the 
Kmg's Castle at Appleby. Even so late as Edward I., when 
the Pope claimed the kingdom of Scotland, as a fief of the holy 
see, and the Barons of England wrote a letter denjdng the 
claim, and aflixed theur names, Robert de Clifford, whose 
name occurs in the list, is styled Chatelain of Appleby, while 
all the rest are called Barons. 

From the Veteriponts the estate passed to the Cliffords, 
through Isabella, daughter and co-heiress of Robert de 
Vetenpont. She and her sister Idonea, one aged ten, and the 
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other six or seTen years, were committed by the kingr, who had 
them in ward, to the custody of Roger de Clifford and Roger 
de Leyboume, and these two knights thought they could not 
better consult the interests of the co-heiresses than by marrying 
them to their own sons Roger de Clifford and Roger de 
Leybume, thus dividing the inheritance between them. 
The estate continued in we Clifford family until the thirteenth 
generation, when the daughter of Anne, Countess of Pem- 
broke, carried it to the Tuftons; John second Earl of Thanet^ 
having married Margaret, daughter of Richard Sackville, Earl 
of Dorset, b]^ his wife, the Lady Ann Clifford; 

At no period of its history does Appleby appear to hare 
been a fATOurite residence of its owners, and, except at the 
assizes, or on some public occasion, was never much freauented 
by the noble and gallant race of Cliffords. Why the lords of 
the castle have almost invariably deserted this beautiful 
residence it is hard to say. We might probably give some better 
reason than the fiEu;t, that, from the accession of the Cliffords 
until very recent times, there has ever been feud between the 
lord of the castle and the lord of the town. Attempts have 
been made to abridge the rights and privileges of the burgesses, 
and these attempts have been almost always gallantly and 
successfully resisted. The Cliffords claimed that the grant 
to John de Veteripont included the lordship of Appleby; the 
burgesses contended that they had a previous grant from 
King Henry IL, and that the lordship of tneir town was not in 
King John to give, until a compromise was happily effected, 
by calling Bongate old Appleby (Veins Appilby ubi Villani 
manefUjy and allowing the lords of the castle to have rule 
over that. But the feud remained still, and it must be that 
the owner of the castle, finding Appleby too small to be ruled 
by two lords, gracefully retired from the field, and allowed the 
mayor to have undisputed sway within the limits of this ancient 
borough. 

Ana now, one short reference to the domestic life of the 
noble Cliffords, and I tnust dose. By an indenture made 
between Thomas Lord Clifford and William Plumpton, knight, 
dated 26th March, in the 26. Henry VI.; it was agreed 
that the daughter of Clifford should marry Robert, son and 
heir of the said Sir William Plumpton. Of this marriage we 
have in Mr. Hill's manuscript the following account. 

^* Be it known to all men, that forasmucn as it is meritoree 
(c and needed for every true Christian imb to testify and bear 
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*^ tme witness in every true matter and cause. Therefore, we, 
" Wm. Ratclyffe, being the a^fe of five score vears ; Nicholas 
<< Belfield, four score and eight years, and John Thornton, of 
'* four score years, will reconi and testify for very trawth, that 
*<the Lord Sir Thomas Clifford married Elizabeth, his 
'* daughter, unto Robert Plumptpn, the eldest sonne and heir 
*< of Sir William Plumpton, when she was but six vears of age. 
<* And they were wedded at the chapel within the castle, at 
<* Skipton. And the same day one Jonn Garth bare her in his 
<< arms to the said chapel, and also it was agreed at the same 
<*time, that if the aforesaid Robert died within age, that 
'< then the sayd Lord Clifford should have the second son of 
*<the savd Sir William Plumpton, unto his sayd daughter. 
" And they were but three years married, when the sayd 
** Robert (ued, and when she came to the age of twelve years, 
<* she was married to William Plumpton, second son to the 
*' aforesaid Sir William ; and the sayd Sir William promised 
*< the said Lord Clifford, that they should not lieg together 
<* until she came to the age of sixteen years. And when she 
*< came to eighteen vears, she had Margt now Lady Rockliffe. 
<< And then as eviaence hath been imbesiled, or what hath 
*<been done since, we cannot tell, but all this as afore re- 
<< hearsed in this bill wee will make it good, and if need be 
*< deeply depose afore the King, or his counsell, that it is 
*^ matter of trawth, in any place when wee shall be commanded 
^^ as far as is possible for any such old creatures to be carried 
'* to. In witness hereof to this true bill of record, wee, the 
*< said William, Nicholas, and John, have set our seals, the 
" twenty-sixth day of October, in the 19th year of the reign 
"of King Henry VIL" 

There are in connection with the Castle of Appleby and 
this ancient borough many other objects of interest, to which 
time does not permit me on this occasion to allude. But I 
may mention two or three things worthy of your attention. 
In Csesar's Tower there is an inscribed stone which has 
been brought firom Brougham Castle, and also a bronze 
measure, dated 1685, for the use of the lord's tenants at 
Kirkby Stephen. In the Moot Hall may be seen measures of 
the time of Queen Bess, and old charters and other ancient 
documents of considerable interest. Near the school-house 
you may observe a number of inscribed stones, most of them 
the work of Reginald Bainbrigge, perhaps one or two of them 
original Roman work; One of them is exactly similar to one 
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now at Brougham Hall. liVithin the door of the court-house 
there is a genuine fragment of a Roman stone with part of an 
inscription, which cannot now be made out. The cnurcb has 
been restored, but I may mention that when it was repaired 
by the Countess of Pembroke, at the cost of 600/. or 700/., a 
chantry, called Warcop's choir, which projected towards the 
town, immediately opposite where the pulpit used to stand, was 
pulled down, and several alabaster and plaster images, curiously 
gilded, were found concealed in the walls thereof. These were 
taken to Colby Hall, and were seen there by Mr. Machel 
when a boy, but I do not suppose any of them now exist. 
There are within the church some monuments and coats of 
arms worthy of examination. 



Art. XXVIIL— Kendal Church. By J. Crowther, Esq., 
Manchester. 

Bead at Kendal, May 29th, 1872. 

THE Parish Church of Kendal is of unusual size and 
arrangement, and presents the remarkable features of four 
aisles co-extensive with the nave and chancel, a western 
tower, and a porch situated at the west end of the outer 
south aisle. 

The plan may be roughly described as a simple parallelogram, 
of which the total internal length from east to west is 140 feet, 
and the width 103 feet, dimensions which include an area ex- 
ceeded by few parish churches in England. 

The greater portion of the present fabric is a work of the 
fifteenth century, ranging from about the year 1440, to the 
close of the centurjr. It is in part reared on the foundations 
of a much earlier structure, of which the nave arcades and 
other details still remain. 

The original church appears to have been a structure of the 
early English period ; and, iudging from the details referred 
to, was erected early in the tnirteenth century. 

Of this early work, the bases to the nave columns — probably 
the columns and arcades above them — and portions of a string- 
course on the eastern stage of the tower are the only certain 
remains. The capitals, columns, and bases of the chancel 
arcades were also of this period ; but they were unfortunately 
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in 80 bad and mutilated a state, when the restoration of the 
church was commenced in 1850, as to compel their removal. 
The new columns were carefully copied from the old ones, so 
far as the mouldings could be made out, but in some cases the 
ancient details had suiFered so much from wanton mutilation 
and from the eifects of time as to be incapable of restoration. 

Whilst the restorations were in progress in 1850, the 
foundations of the original early church were laid bare, from 
which it was evident that the plan was precisely that of the 
present church, omitting the Parr and Bellingham aisles. 
Traces were also found of a south porch in the usual place, 
viz., the second bay from the west on the south side* within, 
of course, the present south wall of the church. 

The early English fragments built up in the belfry stage of 
the tower may be seen to the best advantage from the roof of 
the church. 

Judging from its few remaining details, the ancient early 
English church must have been a structure of great dignity 
and beauty, far exceeding the present one in architectural 
merit, if not in grandeur ; and so it continued for many years, 
until the rage for erecting chantry chapels, which reached the 
culminating point in the fifteenth century, together with the 
wonderful zeal for the glory of the sanctuary, so remarkable at 
that period — and which expended itself in remodelling the ex- 
quisite works of the early pointed architects, in the prevailing 
and immeasurably inferior style of the day — ultimately led to 
an extensive enlargement and reconstruction of portions of 
the fabric: 

The outer walls of the church were first attacked ; these 
were made to assume a perpendicular dress ; a clerestory was 
next built on the nave arcades ; and the fabric, at all events 
externally, was transformed into a perpendicular or third- 
pointed building. 

A few years later on, the north and south walls were taken 
down, and the area of the church was nearly doubled by the 
erection of the Parr and Bellingham aisles. 

I have little doubt that the windows and other details 
of the altered ancient walls were re-used in the new con- 
structions; for these features are of much better character 
architecturally than the arcades, which were then built on the 
foundations of the original north and south walls, and which 
are of the debased architecture which characterised the close of 
the fifteenth century, when pointed art was rapidly dying out. 

At 
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At this time the belfry stage of the tower appears to have 
been rebuilt, in part with the materials of the earlier structure. 

I have thus briefly sketched the architectural history of the 
church, and it now only remains for me to add a few remarks 
on one or two interesting features of it. 

In the eastern column of the south arcade of the chancel is 
an arched recess, which, previous to the restoration, was 
supposed to be a piscina. I had grave doubts about this, 
because the seat of the recess was not dished out ; nor could I 
find any preparation in it for the escape of water. 

When the column was taken down, each stone or course 
below the recess was carefully examined ; all were found to be 
solid and unperforated, and no traces of a water-drain could be 
discovered under the floor level. 

I have no doubt, therefore, that this interesting detail was 
the ancient cred^ence. 

I need scarcely add that it was most carefully restored, line 
by line, in the new work.* 

1 should perhaps mention here, that the arches of the chancel 
arcades are of much later date than the early English columns, 
which formerly supported them. 

It now only remains to notice a few specialities in the fiEibric 
of the Bellingham chapel. This chapel consists of the two 
most easterly bays of tne Bellingham aisles, and is marked 
both externally and internally from the rest of the aisle by a 
clerestory, which raises it considerably above the general level 
of the church. 

The positions of the clerestory windows bear no reference to 
that of the windows or bays below; nor does the curious 
wooden ceiling of the chapel appear to have been designed 
with, reference to the positions of the clerestory windows 
themselves. It will be found, on examination, that the fan- 
pendants of the ceiling, encroach most awkwardly on the 
window openings ; and yet it is evident that the dimensions of 
the ceiling correspond strictly with those of the chapel, and 
that it was intended either for its present level, or one still 
lower down. 

But, if placed immediately above the lower range of windows, 
the pendajits would interfere still more awkwmlly with the 
window openings. 

* It mMj be weU to mention that no piscina or anmbrie wm diaooyerod in tho 
east wall of the chancely when taken down in 1660. 
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I mention this, because it has 1>een suggested that the chapel 
might possibly have been divided into two stories by a floor 
immediately above the lower range of windows; that the 
clerestory windows lighted the upper story; and that this 
upper story may have been a dwelling for the chantry priest. 

The objections to this theory are, — 

Ist. That no traces of a noor, existing at this level, have 
been discovered, 

2nd. There are no remains of a fire-plaoe or chimney, nor 
is there any position in which such a feature could have ex- 
isted, for the two blank spaces in the middle of the north and 
south clerestory walls^where only it could have been — contain 
windows corresponding with the others, but blocked up for 
some reason or other. 

3rd. A dwelling room in such a position— over an altar — 
is most unusual ; indeed I do not know a single example of 
such an arrangement. 

4th. What could have been the access to it ? It must have 
been approached, either directly from the interior of the church, 
by a wooden staircase, or, indirectly by the tower staircase, 
and across the leads of the roof. 

The foregoing objections appear to me to be fatal to the 
theory of a priest's living room having ever existed in this 
situation, or to the chapefhaving ever been divided into two 
stories. 

I venture to submit that the clerestory was simply added to 
mark off the chantry chapel proper, from the rest of the aisle ; 
and to render it constructionallv distinct, in addition to the 
wooden screenwork, which usually defined such chantries. 

The want of correspondence betwixt the divisions of the 
ceiling and those of the fabric below, may perhaps be set down 
to the rude and inaccurate way in which late-pointed work was 
set out and executed ; for all archaeolos^ts familiar with the 
late third-pointed or perpendicular churches, must have noticed 
how commonly the bays of the roof differ from those of the 
fabric itself; the result being that the wall-posts of the 
principals frequently encroach on the pier and wmdow arches 
in the most extraordinary manner. 

I was very much struck with this kind of irregularity in the 
construction of the roof over the north aisle of the niae per- 
pendicular church at Astbury, near Congleton, which I visited 
the other day. The roof, which is a very good example of the 
date, has evidently been constructed without the least reference 
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(o the bays of the fabric itself, and presents an extreme ease of 
the sort of irregularity ive find illustrated in the Bellingham 
chapeL 

It hjuit possible that when the old south porch, which no 
doubt contained a panrise, was taken down, the loss of the 
panrise, especially if used as a muniment room or library, 
would be found to be so inconvenient as to compel the con- 
struction of a substitute in some other part of the church ; but 
if so, why construct a room difficult of access, over the 
Bellingham chapel, rather than in the new west porch ? We 
certainly know that the west porch was constructed without a 
panrise, and therefore the mference is that no such ac- 
commodation was needed. 

I venture, with great diffidence, to submit these remarks to 
the notice of skilled Archseologists present at the meeting, and 
shall be much interested to learn the conclusion they may 
arrive at on thig interesting subject. 



ART. XXlX^^Beetham Chmrch. By J. Bintley^ Esq., 
KendaL 

Read at Beetham^ May 29ifA, 1872. 

BEFORE the present church was erected, there was an 
ancient chapel at Beetham, dedicated to St. John ; thid 
appears from the fact that there is still a place called Chapel 
Hul, on which, I believe, a house built by Mr. Thexton now 
i^tands. During the excavations for the foundation of this build- 
ing the foundations of die chapel were thoroughly exposed, and 
many human bones due up ; and three silver corns, together with 
an amber bead, were discovered. One of tlie coins was about 
the size of a shilling ; on one side of this coin was impressed 
the Crucifixion, above the cross being the common motto, 
*| I.l^.R.1.,'' on the right Of the cross a crescent, on the left a 
rising sun; at the bottom the Virgin Mary in a weeping 
attitude. On the reverse side there was a Iamb with the 
'standard and St. Andrew's cross. One of the other coins was 
of Edward die sixth's reign, and consequently of a compara- 
tively late date, and therefore of no use in determining the 
date of the early structure, which mustf I fimcy, haVe been of 
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the Saxon era; the last coin was so defeioed as to be unin- 
telligible. Time, no doubt, and circumstances necessitated the 
erection of another and more commodious structure ; to me 
it is a matter of wonder why this was not erected on the sitepf 
the old one, as ourfore&thers were very reluctant to destroy 
all traces of the munificence of their pious predecessors, though 
always anxious to rebuild and embellish their parish churches 
inth the skill at their command. It would appear, however, 
that in this case the rule was departed from, nevertheless it 
has been carried out in the present building, as t shall here- 
after show ; but first I will endeavour to trace the history of 
tike rectory from the earliest date down to the present time. 

In 107o, 10th William I., Ivo Talebob gave the church of 
Beetham and the lands of Haverbrack to the monks of Si. 
Mary's, York, who were then possessed, by gift from Ralph 
de Meschines, of the abbey of Wetherall ; tne monks of St. 
Mary's must have appropriated this portion of their vast 
possessions, tofi^ether with Heversham and some more, for 
the support of their brethren of Wetherall, as in 1194 the 
daughter and heiress of William 7th Baron of Kendal, who 
married Gilbert, son of Boger Fitzbride, confirmed the gift 
to that Abbey. The church and lands remained thus for 
some affes, the abbot of St. Mary's being still the patron. 

I find that King Edward the Second 71307) confirmed the 
gift of the manor to Conishead Priory, but whether this in- 
cluded the church or not, I cannot-say. In 1460, the church 
and rectory were annexed to the chantry of St. Mary's church, 
Eccles, Lancashire, with a reservation of 13/. per annum for 
the vicar, 3/. per annum to the approviator, 3«. 4d. to the 
dean ajid chapter, and ISsAd. to the archdeacon of Richmond ; 
in the same year the advowson was granted to Nicholas 
Bryan, Escj., and others, reserving 20s. per annum to the 
abbot, and this he enjoyed till the time of the eighth Henry^ 
when the monasteries were dissolved. In the time of Mary I. 
it was presented to Thomas Bradley, Esq., but for some 
reason it again reverted to .the crown, being leased for 25/. 
per annuiki for 21 years, until, in 1612, King James granted 
the rectory, &c., to Sir Francis Duckett. 

It would not be interesting to trace the decay of the Duckett 
.&mily, or how they sold off portions of tlie ty the from time to 
jdme, until, in or about 1730, the skeleton of the Rectory was 
sold to Daniel Wilson, of Dallam Tower, Esq., in the pos- 
session of whose ftmily it still contii^ues. 

I think 
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I think I have said all I need as to the history of the linngf, 
so I will now briefly give a description of the church itself. 

I believe that the chiwch has originally consisted of nave, 
chancel, south idsle, and north transept, the south aisle ex- 
tending eastward as iai only as the division between the 
two former ; and I am led to this opinion from evidence yet 
traceable, which induces me to believe that there has been a 
chancel arch which, <m the south, has been buttressed by the 
east wall of the south aisle, and on the north by the west wall 
of the transept. It will be observed that on the south, im- 
mediately opporite the position the chancel arch would 
naturally occupy, there is conclusive evidence that there has 
been a buttress, as a portion of the top-weatherin? yet remains, 
and as this is the only buttress I can find, I conclude its 

Purpose was to form a natural finish to the wall of the aisle, 
i'hat this portion of the church is much earlier than any other, 
is evident from the frust that the south arcade and the great 
south door are of a transitional character, and the tower still 
shows a portion of the weather-mould of a high pitched roof. 
It is evioent also, that there has been an arch or arcade, with 
the arch or arches of very different radius to any others in the 
building, on the north side between the chancel and north tran- 
sept or aisle, as the springer of one of the arches still remains. 
The roof over a portion of the present north aisle I consider 
to be coeval with the body of tne church, as it is of a much 
more elaborate character than the roo6 over any other 
portions of the aisles, having the principal rafters and purlins 
stop-moulded, and finished m altogether better style. I see 
that Mr. Button considers, from the fact that there are two 
inverted coats of arms in the south parapet, the arms of 
the Bannisters in the window below, and the arms of Fitz 
Roger over the vestry window, that the church was built 
in 1216; but against this we have the evidence of some 
old coins, which were found in 1834 in digging for a grave 
near the base of the pillar against which the pulpit stands ; 
these coins were found to be of the date of Edward the Con- 
fesssor, William the Conqueror, and William Rufus ; and, as 
they had been placed in a block of ashlar hollowed out for 
then: reception, it is probable they were placed there to com- 
memorate the laving of the foundation stone, and as a guide to 
posterity as to the date of this portion of the structure. From 
this it would appear that the building belongs to the latter 
part of the eleventh or to the beginning of the twelfth century. 

The 
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The desire of our forefathers to emulate the munificence 
of their predecessors, the increase of population, or other 
circumstances of which we possess no authentic record, led 
to the addition of the north aisle and Beetham ChapeL 
The De Beetham family were, about the time the enlargement 
would take place^ in the zenith of their glory and power ; and 
though tiie chapel that belonged to uiem at oresent only 
extends as £eur as would fill up hdf the space of the length of the 
chancel, I think a careful examination will show that it 
originally occupied the whole length of the south chancel aisle, 
from east to west. I consider this theory is bom out by the fact 
that the arch separating it from the chancel is of much later date 
than the south arcade or nave, but seemingly of the same period 
as the north arcade, &c. The pitches of die roo6, over what I 
designate the De Beetham uhapel, are different, but it is 
apparent to any one, that a portion of these roofi is of com- 
paratively recent date, being of pine, and good, whilst the 
remaining portion is of oak, and m a very dilapidated state. 
This, however, has been the original pitch of the roof, as is 
shown by the break in the east wall, which corresponds with 
the rake of the old roof. Another reason for supposing 
that this chapel has extended westwards as &r as the cnancel 
is, that there are some rough limestone corbels in the south 
wall, which extend thus &r, and these, I imagine, have been to 
support wall uprijg^hts in connection with a roo^ though I 
can see no mortises into which the tenons were inserted. 
There is a peculiar piece of workmanship in the rafter at the 
east end of south aisle, concerning which I shall be glad of the 
opinion of gentlemen present, as f can make nothing of it, and 
cannot think it is in its proper position. 

I believe most of the windows in the church and of the 
additions before referred to, are of about the same date, the 
character of the tracery being precisely similar to those of the 
churches of Islip, Northampton, and Donnington, Lincoln- 
shire; both these churches have been added to, according 
to Brandon, and mostiy re-built on the site of early English 
structures. 

I cannot say much about the wood-work in the church; it 
is evident, however, there has been a rood-screen of later date, 
and there is part of an old screen in the De Beetham chapel, but 
no idea can be formed as to whether the former possessed any 
architectural merit, and the latter speaks for itself. A piscina 
still exists in the De Beetham chapel, and there is a square 
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opening between this chapel and die chancel, which may call 
forth some remark. The lime-stone corbel in the east wall has 
most probably been for the fis^re of the patron saint, and no 
doubt the chapel would contam an altar. The church windows 
have been originally filled with stained glass, but the only 
remains left, after the ruin done by the hand of a fanatic of the 
name of Sill, assisted by some of Fair&x's soldieiss, consist 
simply of some coats of arms and a rery perfect crucifixion in one 
of the clerestory windows. In 1 707 some repairs were executed 
to the church, by command of the Archbishop of York : in 
1714 some necessary repairs were done in the chancel, and 
in 1764 the chancel windows were re-glazed. 

I have no more to add concerning the church, and as the 
description may have been rather dry to the ladies, I will, before 
I conclude, m we an extract from a manuscript book, carefully 
compiled by a former vicar, grandfather of the gentleman who 
at present occupies that distinguished position. The book is 
kept in the vestry, and has been of great assistance to me in 
compiling this paper. The extract refers to the price of 
provisions and other things, in this neighbourhood — first in 
1737, then in 1777 — they can be compared with what we 
pay now; — 

1787 1777 

£ 1. d. £ : d. 

Bntter, per lb. of ISos 8 ... 6 

Bgga 6 for l<i..irat date, and 4 for liC or 9 for 2d, Mcond date. 

Touog ducks, eao^ 4 ... 10 

Chickens, each 2) ... 4 

Pigeons, .. .... •• s| ... .0 4 

▲ stubble gpoie firom l§,ioU.6d* XM,4d, to 2#. (UL 

Fonrojear-old ewe, fat • . 5 ..» Or. to 11#. 

Fat wether .. .. .. •• 9 ... 1 1 

Biz weeks calf 10 6 ... ISO 

Cow, three jears old •• 4 .0 ... 81. orO/. 

A labourer per daj with meat .. 4 ... 0.0 9 

„ „ without meat 10 ... 1 4 

A carpenter per day, with meat 6 ^•• tO 

., ' ,, withontm^at 1 ... 1 10 

At^P0r4«7,withmeai 4 ... 8« 

Beef,perib. .. .. S) ... 8i<l. to ill. 

Yesl, per lb., in aeaaon .... 1| ... 8 



HvAtDn .. .. «• .. ..0 .2} ... 81 

'3d. ... SliL to dtf. 
A thr^her.P^ day, with meat 4 ... 8 



Salmon, per lb Id. to 8d. ... %ld. to t 

A thr^her p^ day, with meat 4 ... I 

Agoodlanib 6 ... 9 



•mthf ewer bom. KoiMdnnkintlMyear m2,b«tby»hrfafiunai0t. 



-NovS'BT'^nwBMKOB-^Atto thajnoniinienti in Beetham -Cbmhijvdd to be 
thpse pt Sir 7homas..4e Beetham and Lady, confer :—l. Burn and Nicholson'! 
History of. Westmorland, and Whittaker's %icbmondihire. Bee alfo Burn and 
UlafiolaairfovaaaAOoiiat of Baatham HaU. 
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ART. XXX.— £f^ Mary's Abbey, Holme Cultram. By 
Charles J. Ferguson i 

Read at Holme Cultram^ Juli^Sih, 1872. 

THE former power and extent of the Abbey at Holme 
Cultram can scarcely be realised from the remnant now 
left, a remnant of a portion of the nave only, curtailed in 
length, height, and breadth. So easily does the red sandstone, 
of which the Abbey was built, weatheir and disintegp^ate, and so 
thoroughly has the remnant been cased, and covered up, that 
on first sight what now serves as a Parish Church seems little 
worthy of notice : still a careful examination will, as I hope to 
show, be amply repaid. 

As one notes tne grand proportions of the Nave arcade, 
whose outlines still shew in the interior, one wonders how it 
came to pass that so substantial a building could ever hare been 
so mutilated : other buildings, as old, and less substantial, still 
remain. But as one searches into the cause, it seems to come 
out most painfully, that the present condition of the Abbey of 
Holme Cultram is mostly due to the lack of needful repairs. In 
fact, the once noble Abbey seems to have suffered every possible 
misfortune : it has suffered from attacks from witnout and 
from within ; more than all, it has suffered from that cold 
neglect, which allowed its ruins to be at the mercy of every 
comer, the nearest and most convenient quarry for building 
materials. Traces of this cruel destruction may be found in 
nearly every adjacent farm-house, and most prominently in 
the remains of the Abbey itself, where large portions nave 
been taken down in order to furnish material for enclosing: the 
poor remnant left. Bishop Nicholson, in his visitation of 1 703, 
states that 15 or 16 years previous to that date the lead had 
been taken from one aisle to cover the other with : it is also 
recorded by the well meaning but ruthless Chancellor Waugh, 
that by his efforts he induced the parishioners to place the 
church in its present condition, by taking down a portion 
of the eastern end, and seven yards from the height of the 
aisles. De mortuis nil nisi bonum, but I think the Chancellor 
Waugh must have invented that visitation query, quoted by 
Canon Ware, (paper on Kirkby Lonsdale Church) " Is your 
« Church well plastered within ? "* The Chancellor had no 
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remoneAil feelings ; he writes of his work, when done ** It is 
^* neatly and conveniently seated, with handsome galleries, and 
" is altogether a beautiful Church." 

There seems some doubt as to the exact date of the found- 
ation of the Abbey of St. Mary's, Holme Cultram; It is 
variously stated to have been founded in 1 100, 1 124, 1 135, and 
1 150, the last three of which dates, it is noteworthy, coincide 
with the accession of David of Scotland, in 1124, and of 
Stephen and Henry 11. of Endand in 1135 and 1150. 
Though Henry I. of England, and one Alan, have been put 
down as the founders of the Abbey, the real credit seems 
probably due to Henry, Prince of Cumberland, son of David, 
King of Scotland, and father of Malcolm, King of Scotland, 
he hunself dying vitd parentis. Stephen of England, on his 
accession to the Englisn throne, gave up Cumberland and other 
territory to the Scottish, apparently as the price of their 
acquiescence in his usurpation, and the heir apparent to the 
Scottish throne ruled the ceded territory as a nominal vassal to 
Stephen. The charter of Prince Henry, and bis father's con- 
firmation of it, are in the local histories, which give their dates 
as 1150; why is not quite apparent, though this statement is 
probable not' far wrong. It seems probable, that after the 
example of their brethren at Fountain's Abbey, a small 
fraternity of monks had settled in the Holme, and that they 
had been more or less countenanced and beneficed by successive 
rulers and magnates, each of whom the monks successively 
looked on as tneir patron and founder for the time being, until 
eclipsed by a more liberal successor. Thus they might have 
had founders and benefactors prior to Prince Henry, their 
undoubted and substantial benefactor, while we find that^ when 
Henry II. of England, in the 3rd of his reign, possessed himself 
of Cumberland, the monks lost no time in proclaiming him 
as their founder, and thus acquiring his protection, and a 
confirmation of all previous grants. And indeed he would 
be their founder : coming into Cumberland as a conqueror, 
claiming under a title hostile to Prince Henry and to Prince 
Henry's liege lord King Stephen, he would not be bound by 
the grants of Prince Henry, or the confirmations of the King 
of Scotland, and thus, in granting to the monks lands already 
granted to them by Prince Henry, King Henry II. would 
consider he was giving away his own property, and so entitled 
to all the honours of a founder. It is probable that the 
doubt as to who founded the Abbey of Holme Cultram arises 
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from the fact that the successive lords of Camberiand from 
1070 to 1 154 claimed, not through one another, but against 
one another. 

Henry, Prince of Cumberland, mve to the monks two-thirds 
of the Holme, and in the same deed confirms the g^rant to 
them of the other third, by Alan son of Waldeif, who had 
received it from Henry as a chase. He also gives them Raby. 
The deed mentions that the bounds had been perambulated, 
and it and the deed of confirmation by David of Scotland were 
executed at Carlisle, where were assembled King David, 
Prince Henry, and his barons. The Bishop and the Prior of 
Carlisle were among the witnesses to the deeds, as also were 
Hu^h de Morvill, William Engayn, Ranulp de Lindsey, 
Walter de Ridale, Cospatrick son of Orm, Hugh Ridill, Alan 
Lascelles, and others, showing a strong infusion of barons and 
gentles from over the border. 

The subsequent grant of Henry 11; of England was con- 
firmed by Pope Clement III., who makes no mention of any 
grant or foundation prior to Henry II., a strong corroboration 
of the views we have before expressed: this confirmation is in 
Burn and Nicholson's County History. 

The Abbey had many liberal friends, and a list of its pos- 
sessions is to be found in the local histories* 

One of its best friends was Christian, Bishop of Candida 
Casa, who consecrated Lanercost. He gave the Abbey many 
gifts : by one deed he gave the grange and lands of Kirk- 
winny in Galway, directed his body to be buried at Holme 
Cultram, and threatened with terrible evils any one who 
molested the house (domus) of Holme Cultram or the grange 
of Kirkwinny. Pope Innocent gave the Abbey the church of 
Kirkwinny, and invoked the indignation of God and St. Peter 
and Paul on meddlers. 

The Church at Burgh was given to the Abbey by Hugh 
de Morville, out of the profits thereof to find lights and all 
necessaries for the ornament of the church at Holme Cultram, 
and for the service of the altar there. 

The church at Wigton was also given to them, and amongst 
other possessions, they acquired houses in Carlisle, one in 
Richardgate, and two near St. Mary's Church Yard towards 
the Castle, lands at £denhall near Penrith, at Aspatria, 
Blencoggow, Branslibet, Bromfield, Caldbeck, Distine^ton, 
Dundrake, Flimby, Gilcrux, Harrais, Hertelpol, Kelton, 
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Kirkbride, Kirby Thore, Newbiggen, Castlerig, Sandstalb, 
Warthebirth, Maideorate, Laysingby, Newby near Carlisle, 
Newton, Ormesby, Dereham, Sacmirdach, together with 
possessions in Ireland and Scotland, and numerous fisheries 
and commons of pasture ; also iron mines at Egremont and 
Coupland, and sundry benefactions in coin, such as the 
gift of Edward the first of England, of 300 marks yearly 
out of forfeited estates in Scotland : this last was given by 
charter dated at Cordoyl in Scotland, and witnessed by the 
greatest dignitaries of the day. 

The monks, thus established and endowed, were of the 
Cistercian order, a reformed branch of the Benedictines, founded 
by Robert de Molesme, at Cistertium or Cisteaux, whence 
the name, in the year 1098, and afterwards so augmented by 
the efforts of St Bernard of Clairvaux, as within a century 
after its formation to number 3000 affiliated monasteries. In 
England the first seat of this order was Waverley in Surrey, 
and Fumess, Fountains, Kirkstall, Bolton, Tmtem, Holy 
Cross, Roche, Sweetheart, Netley, Buildwas, and many other 
Abbeys belonged to this great order. This order was con- 
sidered as especially under the protection of the Virgin Mary ; 
its members were often called White Monks from their habits, 
which consisted of a white cassock with narrow scapulaiy, and 
oyer that a black gown when abroad ; white when in church. 
They were specially deyoted to agricultural pursuits, and to 
the duty and virtue of obedience. The general characteristics 
of their churches are extreme simplicity of outline, absence of 
triforium, a single central tower, a simple west firont, and 
plain undivided windows, while generally a flight of steps led 
from the transept into the Dormitory. 

The first object of the monks of St Mary's, Holme Cultram, 
on their establisment, seems to have made themselves secure ; 
we may presume, from the traces we can see, that they set 
about building their church at once, and that they enclosed 
the precincts with a great earthwork, protected by a ditch on 
its outer side : remains of the wall and ditch still exist on the 
north side, adjoining the Carlisle Road. We are further told 
by Denton, that the monks presently erected five granges for 
husbandry^ whose names Hutchinson gives as Old Grange, 
Grange iJeterms, Mayberg, Skinburne, Calfhouse, and Raby, 
six in all; while Bum and Nicholson name them Raby, 
Mawbergh (Mowbray), Skinburne ^Skinbumess), Culshaw 
(probably Calvo), and Newton Arlosn. They are also said 
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to have turned all into arable, meadow, and pasture, or to 
have extensively reclaimed the wild forest ground, full of 
red deer, which at their first coming covered the isle of Holme 
Cultram and Kaby. They also built themselves a place of 
safety at Wulstey, near the sea coast, due west from the Abbey. 
This castle is mentioned by Camden as having in his day 
sufficient remains to prove it had been a place of great 
strength, with a broad and deep ditch around it. It was 
finally dismantled and the materials carried to Carlisle by 
order of Colonel Thomas Fitch; Cromwellian governor of, 
and M.P. for Carlisle. Tradition says that its ^tes were 
rehun? on the Irish gatehouse at Carlisle : tradition further 
states It to have been the residence of Michael Scott, and the 
depository of the books of his black art. 

The abbots of St. Mary's Abbey, Holme Cultram, though 
not mitred, were occasionally summoned to Parliament during^ 
the reigns of the first and second Edwards, and were entrusted 
with jurisdiction within their own territory* 

In the taxation of Pope Nicholas IV., the revenues of the 
Abbe;^ were valued at 217/. 5^. lOcf. In 1266, the Abbey 
was pillaged by Alexander, King of Scotland. 

In 1301, we read that Bishop Halton granted to the abbot 
and convent of Holme Cultram power to erect a chapel at 
Skinburness. In 1305, we find tne Abbot petitioning that, 
whereas he had paid a fine of 100 marks to the King for a 
fair or market to be held at Skinburness, and whereas that 
town, together with the way leading to it, is carried away by 
the sea, the King would grant that he may have such fair and 
market at his town of Kirkby Johan, instead of the other 
place aforesaid, and that his charter may be renewed. Skin- 
burness seemed to have been a place of some importance, having 
been used as a depdt for supplying the armies then employed 
against the Scots. 

In 1303, we find Bishop Halton, by his charter bearing date 
at Linstock Castle, near Carlisle, the 11th April, grants 
license to build a church at Newton Arlosh or Kirkby Johan, 
with all parochial rights and tithes within their territories for 
the use of the monastery, half a mark to be paid yearly to the 
bishop in the name of a ^* catbedraticum," and in token of sub- 
jection to him. A second Greg^ory seems to have been Abbot 
at this time, and it is recordea of him that he, being more 
greedy of gain than any Abbot before him, petitioned that a 
parish church should be granted him whereby he might 
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present a priest, and call for tithes. It seems, however, that 
some more stubborn of his parishioners declined to pay, and 
that therefore their lands were cursed and tithes not exacted, 
but their rents doubled ; be that as it may, these lands still 
bear the name of ** cursed lands,'* and are tithe free. 

In 1322, the Abbe^ was pillaged by Robert Bruce, and 
threatened by him with destruction by fire ; notwithstanding^ 
that his father's body was interred here. In 1353, the abbot 
and convent paid 20/. to Lord Dougba, to save the monastery 
from plunder. 

Holme Cultram is mentioned in the visitation of Thomas 
Tonge, Norroy Kin^of Arms in 1530. kmm we read of its 
being cautioned against evil practises, (ladies to dinner and 
supper), which had crept in, and on the 5th of March in the 
29th year of Henry VIII. it fell; Gawin Borrowdale being 
the then Abbot. 

The following, with two exceptions, occur in the list of 
abbots in Willis' list of the principals of religious houses. 

Everard ... a.d. 1175. died 1192. 

Gregory 1192. 

William ••• resigned 1215. 
Adam .•• ... elected 1215. 
Everard ... no date. 
Hugh ... elected 1223. 

Gilbert ... died 1237. 

John elected 1237. died 1255. 

Henry 1255. 

Robert 1292. 

Gregory... 

William de Redekar 1434. 
Robert Chambers 1507. 1518. 
Gawin Borrowdale, last Abbot. 

Of all these, Robert Chamber has left the most to be 
remembered : he was of the familv of Chamb^ of Wolstey 
Castle, which descended from William Chamber of Holder- 
ness, remained at Wolstey Castle for nine generations, to 
1615 : thence a branch moved, in the person of Sir Thomas 
Chamber, to Hanworth in Middlesex ; one of the grand- 
daughters of Sir Thomas (coheiresses of his son) carried the 
manor of Hanworth in 1736, to Lord Vere Beauclerk. Robert 
Chamber was the second son of Thomas Chamber of Wolstey 
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Castle 10.H;7.» whose eldest son Richard continued the family, 
while the three younger went into the church : these 
three are thus described m St. George's Visitation of 1615. 
<< Robert Chamber, lord Abbott of St. Maryes, of Holme 
^* Cultrayne and p'sonn of Plimland, Thorn. Chamber lord 
^* Abbott of ffumes in Com' Lanek. Launcelott Chamber 
<^ lord Abbott of Peeterborough in Com' Northampton." 
Certainly a remarkable elevation for three brothers to attain 
to, and a fact which I fancy was until now unknown, save by 
faint tradition. Chamber of Wolstey Castle bore arg: a 
chevron az. between three trefoils gules, and the canting crest 
of a boiir passant, muzzled, lined (or chained) or. 

The badge of Robert Chamber was a chained bear (distinct 
from his canting crest, for the animal chained to the staff has 
toes, which boitfs dont have) ; a bear chained to a pastoral 
staff struch through a mitre^ constantly occurs in the ruins. 
He built the west porch as the inscription on it relates. 

<' Robertus Chamber fecit fieri hoc opus MDVII." This 

porch, which is poor and tame compared with the simplicity 

and grandeur of the earlier work, was originally only one 

story in height; the upper story, now used as a vestry, having 

been a still later addition. 

Round the capital of this porch are the following inscrip- 
tions ; on the north, 

**EzQltemii8 domino regi Bnmmo qnl 
huno lanQtifleaYit tabenMoiiliim.'' 

on the south, 

" Non est aliad nki Domoa D^ et porta ooiU." 

on the labels of the wood moulding are the arms of England 
and of the Abbey. 

At the west end of the church, toward the north side, is a 
niche, where was formerly a statue of our lady, and the legend 
" Lady deyr save Roliert Chambre, ^ with his badge . or 
device, and a date. The badge and date remain, but the 
inscription has been efiiaeed, and the statue carried off; it now 
graces the walls of one of the out offices of a fiurm close by, a 
reminiscence of the days when the Abbey was the univmal 
^uarr^; I hojie some effort may be mad* to restore H to 
its original position. 

Sudi is an outline of the early Ustory and ibviidation of 
St. Mary's Abbey, Holme Cultram, but it must have gone 
through many varied scenes ; exposed as it was to constant 
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inroads from the Scots, and to the no less lawless raids of its 
border neighbours, it must have been at once a fortress and a 
monastery* We know that its two churches of Burgh and 
Newton Arlosh were fortified, so that doubtless the Abbey 
which could build a fortified church for its own aggrandisement 
would fortify itself, and we can even now trace the remains of 
the earthworks that once defended it, while curious entries in 
the parish books shew the bitter hatred of the Scots, that long 
eras of rapine and robbery had engendered. We may notice that 
the stronghold of the Abbey, Wolstey Castle, was extremely 
well placed in a military point ; at first sight one would think 
it exposed to attacks from the sea. Not so, there were but 
few boats on the Solway in those days ; deep water was a 
safeguard ; the enemy forded the Solway in the shallows at 
Burgh, and to get at Wolstey Castle they had to leave in 
their rear the fortified churches of Newton Arlosh and Burgh, 
and the earthworks of the Abbey itself; unless they first 
occupied these strongholds, the warlike tenants of the Abbey 
would collect there and cut off the retreat of the marauders. 
Thus Wolstey Castle was peculiarly a place of refuge. The 
following very curious document will shew that the Abbey 
itself was a valuable military position and stronghold. 

The inhabitants of the Lordship of Holme Caltram, in Cumberland, to lord 
Cromwell entreating the preserration of the Abbey Church there, a..d. 15^ 

To the right honourable and owr siogler good Lorde mye Lord, PreTjre 
Seale. 

Moste humbly beseechith your honourable Lordship your poor Orators ande 
Beedesmen beynge eighteen hundred houselynge people in the nombre* the 
inhabitants of Holme Coltrane, within the west border of the north pmrties of 
this realme of England, that it might please your Lordship to be a meane for us 
to our SoTereign Lorde, the Kynge is Highness for the preserration and 
standynge of the Church of Holme Coltrane oefore saide ; whiche is not onlye 



unto us our parish Chnrche^ and little ynoughe to receyTC all us, your poore 
Orators, but also a greate ayde, socor, and deduce for us'agenst our negnbors 
the Scots, witheaut the whione, few or none of your Lordshipp's supplyants are 



able to paye the King his saide Highnees our bounden dutye and serrice, an^e wee 
shall not onelve praye for his graciouse noble estate, but also your Lordshipp's 
prosperite witb increase of honour long to endure, 

Your humble and poore Beedemen 
Th' Inhabitants of the Lordship of Holme Coltrane.* 

The Common Seal of the Abbey is on the surrender, in the 
augmentation office, dated 29. Henry VI I L The subject is the 
Virgm Mary at full length, with the infant Jesus in her arms; 
underneath is a shield bearinfi^ three lions passant, held up by 
two monks, under whom is a lion couchant, on one side of the 
Virgin stands a King crowned, on the other an Abbot with 
his crozier. 

« From Sir Henry Ellis' Original Letters, ToL 2. p. 189. 
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Turning now to the consideration of what still exists, I would 
first call attention to a tomb recently found in the churchyard. 
The inscription runs thus — " Hie jacet Willms Ry — kar, 
^^ Abbas XX. de Holme Cultran, cuius aie propicietur Deus. 
" Amen." The letters between y and k in the surname are 
unfortunately broken out. The late character of the work 
would lead one to suppose it of about the same date as that of 
the west porch, ad. 1507. 

William de Kedekar, was abbot in 1434 — (see " Dugdale's 
*^ Monasticon,'' vol. 5 p. 593) ; so that this monument is 
undoubtedly to the memory of William de Redekar, or 
Rydekar. 

The numerals after the word *^ abbas," which seem to be 
two x's, and a contraction over, probably refer to the order of 
bis succession. There is, in *^ Dugdale's Monasticon," a 
break in the list of abbots, after the 11th, in 1292 ; so that 
William de Rydekar might, in 1434, be the 20th, with an 
average of about 15 years for each of his predecessors. The 
inscription translated would then be : — '< Here lies William 
<^ Rydekar, 20th Abbot of Holme Cultran, on whose soul the 
" Lord have mercy. Amen." The letters are deeply incised ; 
the Abbot's pastoral staff, the rose and canopy work on it, 
are more rudely executed than the letters, possibly the work of 
another hand. The material is red sandstone^ four-and-^-half 
inches thick. 

Interesting as this discovery is, there is also lying in the 
churchyard the fragments of a monument of surpassing in- 
terest, — that of ihe great Abbot Chamber himself. The 
fragments are sculptured in high relief. The abbot, the 
central figure, is represented in bis robes, mitred, and with the 
pastoral staff in his left hand. The right hand has evidently 
been raised up with the three fingers extended, giving the bene- 
diction. On each side are sculptured monks, with missals in 
their hands, and labels above each, probably signifying their 
chanting the various offices. Above these figures an inscription 
runs, now illegible. On another fragment an angel kneeling 
is represented, and in a panel below that, a shield displays the 
rebus or device of Abbot Chambers-^a bear chained to a 
pastoral staff, stuck through a mitre with the cyphers R. C« 
above it. The figures are much mutilated, but full of life and 
vi^ur, and the drapery of the central figure is especially fine. 

The remains now existing of the Abbey consist only of the 
merest shell, a mutilated portion of the nave, six bays in 
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length, from which the clerestory, seven yards in height, has 
been taken off, the aisles taken down and the nave arches built 
up with the debris. There is some hope in this last, for 
should the Abbey ever — I will not say be restored, but be 
exhumedr-these arches may, prove a rich storehouse : hidden 
in them may come to light evidence of what the clerestory 
and aisle windows were. In order, if possible, to bring some 
evidence to light, I applied to this Society for fiinds, and was 
instructed by diem to expend a small sum in making researches : 
having had leave most liberally granted by the vicar TMr. 
Ashworth) and the churchwardens, I set to work, assistea by 
Mr. Steel, of Southerfield^ to whom I am indebted for much 
information and assistance. He personally superintended the 
excavations we made, and took me round to neig^hbouring 
places where any remains of the Abbey are to be found. 
Our first effort was to ascertain the extent of the aisles, and 
we commenced to excavate a trench from the church on the 
north side, and, as I hoped, met with the foundations of the 
aisle wall. I cannot give the result better than in the words 
of Mr. Steel. June 19th, 1872, *^ Thomas Armstrong began 
*< to excavate on the north side of the Abbey, about two feet 
" from north-east corner of the buttress of the present church. 
'< About two feet down we came on two courses of ashlar, 
** which had formed the inner front of aisle wall ; we traced 
*^ the foundations of the wall northward, and found it to have 
*^ been six feet thick. The dimensions from centre to centre 
*^ of the nave arcade are thirty-two feet, and from centre to 
" inside of aisle wall thirteen feet two inches." In other ex- 
cavations which necessity had required, Mr. Steel states that 
a portion of the transept walls was uncovered, and that the 
walls bore traces of colour. It is much to be regretted that 
the precincts have been so much used as a burial ground as to 
prevent any other systematic excavations being made. The 
whole of the area about the east end of the present church is 
filled with the ruins of the tower, choir, and transepts, which 
were all destroyed by the fall of the former, and under this 
dibris traces are sometimes found of the floors of the old 
church, such as tiles, &c. The dimensions thus acquired, are 
extremely valuable in confirming documentary evidence as to 
the size of the Abbey. It is stated in an old document* 
<< that Holme Cultram Church was 93 yards long, 45 yards 
<< broad. The length of the chancel was 32 yards, the breadth 
'^21 yards from the steeple (which was in the middle) to the 
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<' lower church door, 54 yards; and this church (which was in 
** the form of a larg;e cross) was a good landmark, and a great 
<* refuge and defence in time of war and invasion against 
*' Scottish and EngUsh rebels and outlaws, and the steeple, 
^^ being 19 fethoms, stood upon the chancel, and fell three 
" yarcb ajaiew for lack of repairs." I may, I think, convey 
some better idea of the extent of the Abbey, by comparing it 
with the now much better known and neighbouring Priory of 
St. Mary's at Carlisle, now the Cathedral Church. The 
present choij, we must remember, was rebuilt in the 13th 
century, but taking the size of the 12th century church, 
and bearing^ in mind the simpler ritual and sterner rule of the 
Cistercian Order, we must conclude that the Abbey was the 
larger. From Mr. Purdy s account of the size of the Norman 
Pnory, at Carlisle, we have the following comparison : — 

HOLMB CDLTBAM. 01.BLIBLB. 

Total length of the Abbey . . . . 379 ft. against 806 ft. 

Length of Nave in bavB 9 bajt „ Sbajs 

Do. do. in feet 162 ft. « 1^1 ft. 

Greatest width of Transept .. .. 185 ft. „ IdOft 

Length of Chancel 96 ft. m ^ft. 

Width of Tower 38ft. „ 36ft, 

Height 114 ft. „ 110ft. 

Length of Bay of Nave 18 ft. ^ 17 ft. 6in. 

Height of Arcade 18 ft. ^ 16 ft. 

Height of Crown of Arch .... 26 ft. „ 22 ft. 

The walls also were thicker. The ables were however 
narrower, being only ten feet eight inches, against fifteen feet. 
Nothing more remains to compare, for curiously, Carlisle 
Cathedral has lost what remains at the Abbey, and vice versa. 

From this examination we gather that the church was cruci- 
form in plan, and consisted of a nave of nine bays, with 
a spacious aisle and loftv clerestory, of a crossing beyond, with 
choir and transepts. 1 he conventual buildings were on the 
south side ; few remains of them now exist, the field on which 
they stood having been thoroughly excavated for the sake of 
the building material. The material of which the Abbey is 
built is a close grained red sandstone, not from an^ local quarry, 
but broughtfrom a distance. Quantities of chippmgs have been 
found on the river bank, at the point nearest to the Abbey, so 
that probably the stone was brought from Scotland, by sea, and 
was worked where landed. All the stones are extremely well 
wrought, and on some the chisel marks are as fresh as the day 
they were executed, and many masons' marks have been found. 

One of the earliest and most noticeable features of the exist- 
ing church, is the west door, which is of the transitional period, 
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and is a late example of round-headed gothic. The numerous 
mouldings are mostly circular on plan. The nave arcade is 
of fine proportions, and is transition in character, slightly more 
advanced than the west door. The pointed arch first appears, 
and the earliest types of conventional foliage are to be noticed 
in the capitals. The columns are clustered and, on plan, 
consist of four circular shafts, grouped together with smaller 
shafts at the angles, all attached, and worked as one column. 
The fifth shaft from westward difiiers in plan from the others, 
and is of a slightly earlier type, being formed of a'combination 
suqh as one finds in the earliest ornamentation of a jamb, a 
series of recesses filled in with angle shafts. The respond at 
the west end is similar to this shaft, possibly the chancel may 
have extended into the nave to this point, and the rood-screen 
may have been here. This we may learn, if the whitewash and 
plaster ever be removed. The later history of the church seems 
to have been a series of misfortunes. In 1600, we read that,upon 
the first of January, the steeple of the church, being of the 
height of nineteen fathoms, suddenly fell to the ground, and by 
the fall brought down a great part of the church, both timber, 
lead, and walls. In 1602-3 the tower was re-built, and on the 
18th of April, 1604, it was burnt down by one Christopher 
Hardon carrying a live coal into the roof of the church. In 
1604, the chancel was re-edified by Mr. Edward Mandeville, 
and in 1606 the body of the church was repaired by the parish- 
oners. In 1703, Bishop Nicholson's visitation took place, who 
thus describes it : — ^^ The inside of the church was full of water, 
^' the rain falling in plentifully everywhere. The parishoners, 
*^ about fifteen or sixteen years before, took oif the lead from 
*^ the south aisle (the arches of which are drooping down) to 
^^ cover that on the north ; the fabric is large, though only the 
" body of the church b standing, of nine arches on each aisle, 
" and very high.'* 

During the chancellorship of Chancellor Waugh, 1727- 
1765, it was brought to its present state, and thus described 
by him. ** They now roofed with lead the large middle aisle, 
*^ took away the side aisles and part of the chancel, and made 
*^ the whole one good building. It is neatly and conveniently 
" seated, with handsome galleries ; is altogether a beautiful 
^< church, but thoue^h it stands high, strangely damp." I 
think now we should hardly congratulate ourselves so much 
on the result of the Chancellor's exertions, but feelings change, 
and perhaps there is something to be said for the friendly 
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\irliitewash which hides but seldom destroys what it covers. 
The whitewash may be taken off, the handsome galleries 
taken away, but we can hardly get back the clerestory and 
aisleS) although we may hope, by patient investigation, to 
ascertain what they were, for many of their features, as I hope, 
may be built up in the arches of the nave. Some credit is 
due to this Society for initiating investigation by ascertaining, 
before too late, the exact dimensions of the aisles. 



Art. XXXL — Millom Castle. By the Rev. Canon' Knowles, 

M.A., St. Bees. 
Read at Millom^ August 29M, 1872. 

THE Castle, or fortified house of the Seispiors of Millom, 
stands on a slight eminence to the souUi of the road that 
leads across Duddon Mouth, the west coast line of which has 
recently been so greatly changed by the railway embankment. 
It was surrounded by a moat, now partly filled up, and on 
two sides, at least, by a somewhat extensive mere or pool, 
filled by small streams, that were diverted, probably in the 
sixteenth century (or the seventeenth \ when the mere was 
drained. Part is now, I think, called Salthouse Pool. This 
^^mere" served — 1, as a vivarium or fish pool, and 2, as 
a protection to both church and house from Scotch raids, 
&c. : and the aforesaid road, leading to Muncaster, crossed 
it by a ford. 

It has been ordinarily said, and is said by Mr. Parker 
(" Domestic Architecture ") that this and the many other 
mansions crenellated in the reign of Edward III., actually 
date from that time. But it is quite certain that the north wall 
of the original hall, with its windows (and their seats) of the 
thirteenth century, still remains to us at Millom. The 
materials of the castle are slate, small water-worn boulders 
from the coast, and quoins, &c. of an inferior red sand* 
stone, probably from Hawcoats : the last is too soft to retain 
any "mason's marks." No trace of barbican, whether of 
timber or of stone, remains : and I am unable to say what 
was the site of the chapel, if there was one, which I doubt. 

The 
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The house of the thirteenth century, probably conftisted of a 
hall, solar chamber, and cellar, and pallisaded court, with 
workshops and offices. It had, to the east, a stone gateway, 
flanked by two semi-circular bastions, one of which has, I 
think, left traces. Afifcer the license to crenellatewas obtabed — 
(possibly because of the Scotch raids, which penetrated into 
the neighbourhood — e.g. Whicham parsonage was I think 
destroyed ab. 1322, thoufi^h its orifi^nal doorway surviyes) — 
the ground-plan was much enlarged; the old hall was giyen 
up, as the position of the new ki^en at the dius-end proyes; 
the dormitories aboye Uie kitchen, the present entrance tower, 
the new hall or solar, and the corridor buildings were erected. 
Late in the fifteenth century, some rooms occupied part, at 
least, of the site of the old hsill, and one had a west window 
(now blocked up). Late in the sixteenth century, the great 
tower, some fifty feet square, was interpolated. This has 
altered since, but it is worth inspection, and the yiew from 
the roof is rather interesting. 

This interesting ruin may be easily preseryed, for the ex- 
amination of archaeologists, by a yery few judicious repairs. 
Restoration is not at all to be de»red ', but a few days' work 
careftdly done, would render it safe for many years. 

The Seignory was giyen by William de Mesdiines of 
Godart Boyyille, (12th century), and descended to Arthur (de 
Milium) Henry, William, Adam, and Joan. The last brought 
it by marriage to John Huddleston, Lord of Anneys^ in 
Millom, in Henry Ill's rei^n, firom which period the earliest 
part of the present castle dates. In 1335, Sir John Hud- 
dleston got license to crenellate, and re-built lai^ portions in 
the twenty following years. His great mndson, Sir Richard, 
fought at Agincourt. His descenaant, Terdinando, had nine 
sons in the army of Charles I. William, the eldest, was made 
Knight Banneret at Edgehill, 1642, forrecoyering the King's 
Stai^ard, (Collier says Sir John Smith). William, the last 
male heir, had two daughters; the elder, Elizabeth, married 
Sir Hedworth Williamson, of Monk Wearmouth, who, in 
1774, sold the manor to Sir James Lowther. The gallows, 
on which the lords hung felons, stood between the castle and 
the sands, where a small monolith, with an inscription, was 
placed in the last century. The Huddlestons were Hying here 
in 1688. 

NOTES. 
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NOTES. 



(The fig^es refer to the illustration.) 
1. Entrance tower — fourteenth century — a wreck. Guard 
chamber above ; entrance from solar-chamber or ball ; entrance 
from courtyard by a ladder ; small window into courtyard, 
converted into a nre^place (sixteenth or seventeenth century). 
2: The courtyard (ab), 33ft by 27ft., giyeB us, I think, 
a trace of an old bastion tower of Henry Ill's reign. Kitchen 
windows, and the great solar window open on to it. Notice 
the lord s doorway, and the fragment of door jamb with 
portcullis groove. 

3. The old ball has two orieinal windows, with their seats, 
one corbel for timber, and a fragment of the alure walling. 
During the thirteenth century, no doubt all the cooking was 
usually done here, and a louvre in the roof served as a chimney. 
The ^< solar," or lord*s room, must have stood eastward of 
the dais, partly on the site of the later kitchen. 

4. The kitchen, with two doors (all fourteenth century). 
Nodce oven, smoke-hole, garde^robe above. No trace of 
buttery or pantry. 

6. A ramp leads up to a (? fourteenth century) doorway 
into the corridor above. 

6. The solar (?) or new hall. Notice the lord's door which 
led not only to the lower apartment, but, I think, to a stair of 
wood. The solar was a fine room, of the fourteenth century. 
Its principal window looked into the court-yard, but was (in the 
sixteenth century) converted into a fire*place with a chimner 
The other three windows were at the same time re^-modelled. 
The change is still visible outside. Notice the glass grooves^ 
which are imperfect, and, I think, an afterthouflpht. Notice 
also the lower fire-place, with its original and interesdne 
smoke-hole : the upper fire-place bad a %hoH chimney, whira 
crowned the projectmg chimney walL 

7. The garde-robe chamber and corridor have little now 
to show but the quatre-foil drain-holes; — a doorway, now 
blocked up, led firom the garde-robes into the court-leet room 
in the great towen I thimiL the north wall of this range was 
made use of when the tower was built. 

8. The great tower has been much altered, having lost 
its battlements, ahnost all its original windows, and its original 
doorway into the courtyard. 
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Art. XXXII. — Ancient remains at Lacra and Kirksanton. 
By J. Eccleston, Esq., Sylecroft, 

Read at Millom^ August 29M, 1872. 

THE south of Cumberland, until the close of the last century, 
seems to have been especially rich in that class of ancient 
remains, conmionly called *^ DruidicaL" More than ordinary 
fadlities were offered for the formation of these rude structures, 
by the numerous fragments of rock that bestrewed the district. 
At the breaking up of the Rskdale and other elaciers, the 
plain at the foot of Black Comb, and for nearly 1000 feet 
up its sides, together with the minor heights, were sprinkled 
over with boulders of all sizes, and from various quarters. 
Many of these have been used in the circles ; other stones of a 
more fissile nature have been conveyed from some neighbouring 
cliff, by means which to us remains a mystery. South of the 
Esk, ten different stone structures are recorded, viz., six stone 
circles, a ^^ Giant's Grave," a kirk, a huge cairn, and a city, 
that of Bamscar. Of this catalo^e we have to deplore the 
loss of nearly one half — three circles and the cairn have been 
wholly obliterated. In a history of Cumberland, of no distant 
date, the following is related concerning the remains in the 
neighbouring parish of Whitbeck : *^ At Hall Foss are the 
*< remains of a Druidical Temple, called Standing Stones, and 
** consisting of eight massive rude columns, disposed in a circle 
^^ of twenty-five yards diameter. Near to Annaside is. another 
<< circular monument composed of twelve stones. On the 
^^ Moor Green Farm, are thirty stones, called Kirkstones, 
<^ forming part of two circles, similar in position to those at 
<< Stonehenge. About 200 yards south of this Druidical 
<^ monument, is a large cairn of stones, about fifteen yards in 
<* diameter, and surrounded with massive stones at the base." 
It is more to be deplored that these have perished, since im- 
portant analogies might have been discovered, and it is chieflv 
by andogy that the mystery of their origin must be imravelled. 
Still we have our Swineside, awful in mystery and solitude ; 
our ^* Giant's Grave," ^rand in its huge proportions ; and our 
Lacra, thoup^h less strikmg as a spectacle, yet surrounded with 
wonderful diversity and interest. Lacra is altogether singular. 
Its name falls upon our r- ^^nVnown sound. It is an 
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ancient cultivated estate, situated on the crown of a hill, 500 feet 
above the sea level. It is surrounded by a circular stone fence, 
the form of which shows it to have been drawn by an arbitrary 
hand, probably to keep off the settlers o^ the plain, and the 
construction of which differs from modem mural erections. 
It is held by the lords of Millom, by a peppercorn acknow- 
ledgement, which is to be paid on Christmas Day, at the 
castle of Millom, and a substantial repast is ordered to be 
provided on the occasion. The ancestors of the present 

f>roprietor, J. S. Myers, Esq., of Po House, purchased it 
rom the Huddlestons. The objects worthy of notice on Lacra, 
are a kirk or keil called ^* Old Kirk," two stone circles, three 
artificial platforms or terraces, an enclosure dyke, and an ex- 
tensively furrowed surface. 

^^ Old Kirk " consists at present of an irregular heap of 
ruins, fifty yards long by twenty-five in width, which, in 
the lapse of ages has been coated over with soil and grass. 
Originally, the area was encircled, by upright shafts, five 
or six feet in height, but about forty years ago, these 
were either rooted up, or broken off for gate posts. It 
is fortunate, however, that the stumps of several still remain to 
mark their position, as we are thus enabled to recall the 
appearance it then presented. Beside the upright unhewn 
posts before mentioned, there still remain two boulders set on 
end, after the manner of those set in stone circles here and 
*lsewhere. From the state of the remains, it is impossible to 
V to what use the place was devoted. An investigation 
would probably lay aside conjecture. The kirk or keil is 
described as ^* consisting of a small enclosed area occupied 
*< with graves, in the centre of which are the ruins of an ancient 
^^ church, generally of a quadrangular form, and of diminutive 
^* proportions." On the western side, at a distance of fifty 
yards, are the remains of a wall or dyke, four feet in breadth, 
composed of stone and earth, and forming apparently an en- 
closure to Old Kirk. The entrance appears to have been at 
one of the angles, which is a position unique in modem 
enclosures. At a short distance eastward are three terraces 
or platforms, rising one above the other. They are evidently 
artificial, and may have been used for public gatherings, as 
the Tynwald Hill, in the Isle of Man. Of the two stone 
circles, the lower one is the more perfect, wanting only one 
stone to make it complete. They have been eight in number, 
of the boulder type, and have formed a hexagon, one at the 
centre, and two near together, at the eastem angle. The 
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arrangement of the stones is nearly mathematically correct, 
being about six yards apart, and the same distance irom the 
centre. The upper circle is situated near to the farm 
house of Lacra. It is of the same dimensions as the lower, of 
the hexagon form, with one stone lately removed and one 
wanting. Here again are two stones placed at the eastern 
angle. This fact is significant with regard to the circles in 
these parts, the entrance to the Swineside circle being also on 
the eastern side. The summit of the hill at a subsequent day, 
but beyond record, has been brought under the dominion of 
the ploughshare. The furrows, which run in all directions, vary 
from five feet to nine feet in distance, and the work has been 
done at a time when no enclosure existed on Lacra. The 
plough may be traced to the verge of the steep, round the edge 
of the conical eminences, over the surfaces of rocks still bearincr 
the grooves made by the ponderous ploughshare, and through 
the stone circles in regular line, without disturbing, to any 
great extent, the stones of which thev are composed. From 
tne nature of the work done it is manifestlv that of oxen ; and 
it is a fair inference that the race which then held dominion, 
had no regard or veneration for the works of their predecessors, 
whose customs, religion, and government were as unintelligible 
to them as to us. About half-a-mile to the west, is the 
*< Giant's Grave." It consists of two huge unhewn stones, 
fifteen feet apart, profusely covered with shaggy lichen. The 
taller one, said to be at the head of the ^ve, is ten feet in 
height ; the lesser is eight feet in height. There is a 
circular cavity on one of these stones (the larger), on the inner 
side, about three inches in diameter, and one-and-a-half in 
depth. The grey lichen, which covers the stone, is found also 
in the cavity, testifying to the antiquity of the mark. It appears 
to have been made by some blunt instrument, as a flint head 
or obtusely pointed drill. Dr. Simpson has drawn attention 
to these marks, and discovered them at Long Meg, and else- 
where. This mark forms an important connecting link of 
identity between the west of Cumberland and the Eden Valley 
antiauities. These stones nve the name of *^ Standing Stones '' 
to tne farm on which they are situated. In a cliff near 
Kirksanton is the Giant's Chair, being a seat with a per- 
pendicular rock behind. The ** Giant, as the legend goes, 
was slain in battle, and buried between the Standing Stones. 
It b somewhat singular, that no implement, either of war or 
of peace has been preservcHl from Lacra ; but in 1824, a British 
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battle-axe, thirteen-and-a-half inches long, was dug up at 
LowscaleSy close to, and other relics are said to have oeen 
found at the same place. A Roman urn was also found 
on the Beck estate, not long ago. These relics are not 
without their significance, as it is historically true, that the 
Britons made their last stand against the Komans in the 
mountainous districts of Cumberland and Wales. 

It may be noted that there is a great similiarity between the 
antiquities of this district and those recorded in the Isle of Man. 
It has its kirks, its cairns, its Rants' graves, and runic crosses. 
The most perfect stone circle m the island, is Glen Darragh, 
which is nearly of the same dimensions as those on Lacra. It 
is an easy distance from the English coast, and might afford a 
place of refuge when troubles afflicted the mainland, or it might 
be a suitable place for an invader to sally from, when the coast 
was in a defenceless state. Such periods took place on the 
Roman and Saxon invasions of Britain, and when the Norse- 
men of Scandinavia made their settlements in the Western 
Islands. It is curious to note the recurrence of names in the 
two districts, as Kirksanton, Cleator, Fleswick, Crosbv, Leece, 
Santon (in Gosforth), Kirkbride and Bridekirk, Kirkandreas, 
in the Island, and " Kirkanders,'' as the country people of 
Cumberland call it, or, properly peaking, Kirkandrews on 
Eden, and Kirkandrews on Esk. . These names speak of col- 
onisation. 

There is a legend connected with Kirksanton, of some 
chronological interest. It is, that a chapel once stood here, 
on the situation of the tarn, that this chapel sank, and 
the place was called Kirksancktown ; it is also said to have 
risen again at Kirksanton^ in the Isle of Man. The tarn is 
not without its peculiarities. It has neither inlet nor outlet ; 
it varies little between summer and winter, and it is surrounded 
by that most pervious of all material, sand and gravel. 
Though the first place of settlement is called Kirksanton, the 
township is called Chapel Sucken. If the legend be correct 
in data, we should be led to infer that Kirksanton in Cum- 
berland is first, Kirksanton in the Island, next, and the 
naming of the township Chapel Sucken a succeeding event. 
But as this is a matter which may be settled by appealing to 
another court, we leave the Cumbrians and Manxmen to settle 
this question of sacrilege in their own way. 
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Art. XXXUL— The Charters* of the Borough of Egremonty 

translated by the Rev. Canon Knowles, M.A. 
Read at St. Bees, August 29M, 1872. 

BE it known to all men present and to come, 
That I Richard de Luci have eranted, given, and, by this 
my present charter, have confirmed to my burgesses of Egre- 
mont, and to their heirs, these underwritten laws, liberties, and 
customs, to hold of me and my heirs — 

To wit, that the said burgesses have not to go outside the 
gates of Egremont Borough, on summons of any ; save only 
to the door of the castle, with the Lord or his Senescal, to 
seize stray beasts, or make distraint within Coupland. 

And be it known, that, if war befall, the said my Durgesses 
shall for me and for my heirs find xii men, with their arms, for 
defence of my castle of Egremont, for xl days at their own 
proper cost. But in the remaining (days^ they shall lend me 
clotnes, food, and other merchandize for xl days, and if within 
that term, I pay not their due, thev are not bound to lend me 
other their merchandize until I shall have paid their due. 

Also, they shall give me an aid for knighting one of my 
sons : another aid shall they give me likewise for marrying 
one of my daughters. Again, if need be, they shall give me an 
aid for ransom of my person or that of my heirs. Also, they 
shall give me an aid when the knights of my land shall give 
me aid and this shall be done under oversight of xii Burgesses. 

And they shall give me * moult ' for my mill — that is to say, 
each thirteenth measure of their own com, but of boughten, 
each sixteenth. 

Also, if a man buy a Burgage, be shall give me fourpence of 
his seisin. Also, if a Burgess be rightly summoned according 
to his laws to come to the Borough Court, and default ; then, 
if convict thereof, he shall pay vi« d. to me and to my heirs* 
Also, my Burgesses shall oe quit of pasnage within their 
bounds K>r their pigs ; that is to say, from Crokerbec to the 
rivulet of Culderton (salvo ker meo [? oakwoods]^. And be 
it known, that if their pigs stray beyond the bouncls aforesaid, 
they shall for pasnage give — to wit, the twentieth pifi^ : and 
if it hap that one of the Burgesses have less than xx pigs, he 
shall give me as pasnage for it one penny (?) 

* See facsimiles among the illastrations to this yolome. 
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* * * within my forest defendue, they shall give eschap. 
Also, if a Burgess nave fidled in his plea, by reason of default 
in answer, he shall forfeit four-pence and so recover his plea. 

Also, the ward of the Borough shall begin with the 
Burgesses, and, if any one fail herein, he shall pay me six- 
pence, and to the summoning officer one farthing. 

Also, if a Burgess openly insult his neighbour, he shall, if 
convicted, pay the Lord iii shillings forfeit — for striking his 
neighbour without drawing blood, iii shillings forfeit — ^for 
drawing blood vi shillings forfeit^ if convicted thereof — for 
drawing blood with a sharp weapon xviii shillings forfeit, if 
convicted thereof. 

Also, such is the custom of the Burgesses, and of them that 
live under the laws of the town, that, if robbery be charged on 
one of the above, he shall clear himself by zxxvi men, the first, 
the second, and the third times, and after that, shall be 
expelled from the commonality of the Borough of Egremont, 
and his chattels and house and all that he hath shall be forfeit 
to the Lord. 

Also, if a man assault the Pjrovost of the Borou&h, he shall 
forfeit to the Lord one half mark, and if he draw blood in any 
part xviii shillings, if convicted thereof 

Also, assise of bread and beer shall be made by twelve Bur- 
gesses of the town ; and if a man transgress their statute, he 
shall forfeit to the Lord xii pence, if convicted thereof. 

Also, the Provost of the town shall be appointed by election 
of the Burgesses. 

Also, if a Burgess sell his property to one not a Burgess, 
and the other will not pay, the said Burgess may distrain 
without the leave of any. 

Also, if a Burgess wish to sell his land, t.^., his burgage, 
he may sell it and go firee where he will. 

Also, the Burgesses may have an oven in their houses. 

Also, if a Burgess have bought a burgage within the town, 
and have held it a year and a day, without exception from any 
man, it shall remain to him^ * * * in trafficking and travelling. 

Also, if a Burgess's wife insult a neighbour woman, and be 
convicted, she shall forfeit fourpence to the Lord ; and if the 
other cannot convict her, she shall likewise forfeit fourpence. 

Also, all Burgesses and their children shall be free of all toll 
in all my land, on all chattels of Burgesses. 

Also, the Burgesses may go into my forest defendue, to do 
their business, without bow and arrows. 

Also 
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Also, if a foreiffner'come into the borough and be a Biirgew 
for a year and a day, he shall henceforth be free, except he 
belong to the King's domain. 

Also, the Burgesses shall not cut off their dogs' feet within 
their bounds ; and if by chance a dog follow a Burgess outside 
bounds on the road, sare in my forest defendue, he shall not 
be amputated by any man. 

Also, the Burgesses shall plead for nothing belonging to me, 
out of the Borough Court, saving matters touching my forest 
or the King's Crown. 

Also, if any one living under the borough laws commit 
fornication with the daughter of a countrymkn, within the 
Borough, he shall not pay the merchet unless he have betrothed 
her. 

Also, if a Burgess have not built his burgajge within the 
term set him, t.e., within the year, he shall forfeit to the Lord 
twelve pence. 

Also, assise of dyeing, weaving, fulling, shall be made by 
xii Burj^esses; and if any man transgress their statutes, he 
shall, if convicted thereof, forfeit twelve pence to the Lord. 

Also, the Burgesses may buy what they will, and may sell 
within the borough, without dispute of any. 

Also the Bui^esses that have carves of land, shall plough 
on one day from mom till noon, at summons of the Provost ; 
and each burgage shall send one man one day in the autumn 
for reaping. And they shall have their dinner whether they 
plough or reap. 

And be it known, that for this service they shall have free 
pasture of Crokerbec, as frur as the rivulet of Culderton 
aforesaid, when the "said pasture is free from the Lord's com 
and bay. 

Also, the Burgesses shall, within the bounds aforesaid, take 
all things necessary for their own buildings without the over- 
sight of foresters ; salvo ker meo ; (? saving my oakwoods). 

Also, if a man cut underwood out of Thiraeby, without the 
Lord's leave, he shall forfeit to the Lord four pence, if 
convicted thereof. 

Also, be it known, that if perchance animals belonging to 
Burgesses stray beyond the rivulet of Culderton, they shall 
pay m summer, one penny for every twelve animals, in winter 
one penny per score, and for every score sheep, one penny. ^ 

Tnese witnesses : — Adam, Abbat of Caldre ; Robert, Prior 
of St. Bees ; Henry, son of Arthur ; Alan, son of Kettel ; 

William, 
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William, hit brother; Hugh son of Si ward; Alan, son of 
Benedict ; Gilbert, son of Gilbert ; Robert, of Haverington ; 
Adam, of Landplagh ; Richard, son of Anketill ; Rotert of 
Wilton. 



SBCOND CHARTER OF THB BOROUGH OF BGRBMONT. 
(? 1210). 

Richard de Lucy to all present and future, greeting. 

Know that I have given, granted, and by this my present 
charter, have confirmed to my Burgesses of Egermund and 
their heirs, Bretscoh, with all its purtenances, and the land of 
Ulecotes which Albertus held in farm of me, to them and 
their heirs to hold of me and my heirs. 

To wit, between Ehen and Ulnedalebech, and between 
Crokerhebech and the Wilton road, which begins at Blake- 
bech and runs from the land of the monks of Calder, and so 
by the bounds between the land of the monks ^nd Bretscoh 
as far as Ulnedalebech. 

And ii is to be known that they may, without tribute to me 
or my heirs, clear and cultivate within the under-written 
boundaries; 

To wit, between Ehen and Ulnedalebech, and between the 
foresaid Wilton-road and the sike that falls between Bretscoh 
and Sunton, and so on as the land is divided between Bretscoh 
and Sunton, to Ehen, and by the foresaid sike as far as Lange- 
berh (Longbarrow), and thence straight as &r as Avenelstan, 
and thence straight as far as Stainbrannan, and thence straight 
as far as Holegile, and so on as Holegile fidls into Ulnedalebech. 
And be it known, that they have power to put (?) their shiel- 
ings (scalingae) in the aforesaid lands near the boundariea of 
Sunton, between Wilnebech and Ehen. So that none of them 
(remain ad focum et locum — Norman French *feuet lieu,') 
make their dwelling there except shepherds. 

And the foresaid lands of Bretscoh and of Ulecotes they 
may fold and hedge and enclose with ditches. 

But these lands aforesaid, with wood and level and easements 
thereto belonging, the said Burffesses and their heirs shall hold 
of me and my heirs in fee and inheritance freely and absolutely 
and honourably, by paying each year to me and my heurs 
vl shillings, iil at Easter and iii. at Michaelmas, for all my 
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service pertaining to me and my heirs, except *moalte to me 
and my heirs for the lands aforesaid. 

These witnesses — Henrv, son of Arthur, and William his 
son ; William de Boivillej and Robert, his son; William, son 
of Ketell; Richard, son of Alan ; Robert de Wilton ; Anketil, 
son of Durant; and Richard, his son ;* Adam de Havering^n. 



INDINTURB — A.D. 1291. 

In the twentieth year of the reign of King Edward, on the 
feast of St. Peter aa Vincula,} when a litigation arose between 
Richard of Decerh,§ claimant, and Thomas, son of Lambert, of 
Multon,|| and the Burgesses of Egermund, defendants, upon 
claim of the land of orescoh, with its purtenances, under 
brief of our Lord the King, de Recto, in the manner 
following : — 

That is to say (videlicet), that the said Richard has granted, 
remitted, and altogether quitted, for himself, his heirs, and 
assigns, to the said Thomas, and the said Burgesses and 
their heirs and assigns, all right and fine (damnum), which he 
hath had or been in any way able to have in the said land and 
its purtenances within their bounds. 

To wit, as the old ditch goeth down to the land of Yunton, 
(Sunton\ and so on, going up the said ditch ; and from the 
said ditcn across as far as A venelstan ; and on from Avenelstan 
straight as far as Stainbrenan, and on from Stainbrenan as far as 
Holgileheved ; and down by Holgile to Ulnedalebec, as the 
charter of Richard de Luscy witnesseth. 

Now, forasmuch as (ita videlicet quod), neither the said 
Richard, nor his heirs, nor his assies, shall for ever hav eany 
power to exact or claim au^ht of rieht or fine in the said land 
with its purtenances contamed within the bounds aforesaid. 
For this grant, remission, and quittance the said Thomas and 
Burgesses on their part do g^rant for themselves, their heirs 
and assigns, to the said Richard, his heirs and assigns, and to 
his men of Decerh, common pasture throughout the year for 

* Moulte, molta, mnlto. the due for grinding at the Lord'a mill, 
t Seigneur of MUlom. 

1 Angt. 1. 
% leDeoerhDacre? 
II <'In the year 1300," say the Lyaone, ''The barony of Egremont was in 
moietiea between Thomas de Lucy, the latter haying taken the name of Lucy 
from his maternal grandfather," p. 101, Ed* 1816. They gire the Thomas 
de Multon, who married a oo-heiress of Luoy, Baron of Egremont, and was 
summoned to Farliment, 28. Edward I. as grandson of Lambert, p. Ixiij. 
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animalB of all kinds — from Avenelstan down as far as Yunton 
(Sunton), and the old ditch aforesaid ; going up to Avenelstan 
outside the ditch — and for taking husboteand haybote without 
other stuff (apparamentum). 

And the said Thomas and their burgesses and their heirs 
and assigns shall have their (?) shielings (scalingae), as 
they are entitled by the brief of Richard de Luscy, and as 
hitherto they have used, and husbote and haybote. 

And that this grant, remission, and acquittance be firmly 
kept, the said Richard has set his seal, and the said Burgesses 
have set their common seal to the present indenture mutually 
and expressly. 

These witnesses— Sir John de Huddlestone ;* Sir Thomas 
de Culwen ; Sir Alan de Pennington ; Sir Robert de Haver- 
ington; Knights— Hugh deMorisceby; John le Ffleming; 
and others. 



Art. XXXIV. — Extracts from the Parish Register of 
St. Beesy with comments upon the same. By William 
Jackson, Esq., Fleatham House, St. Bees. 

Read at St. Bees, Aug. 30, 1872. 

WHEN, in the month of September, 1538, Henry VIII., 
through his minister, Cromwell, issued an injunction 
^^ that every parson, vicar, or curate, should keep a book oi 
^^ register, wherein he should write the day and year of every 
<< wedding, christening, or burial made within his parish, and 
*^ also insert the name of every person wedded, christened, or 
^< buried," he was very dimly, if at all, conscious of the great 
democratic movement that was impelling him in this special, 
as generally in all the leading political changes of his reign. 
He fondly thought that he was steerinfir the ship, whereas a 
mighty current was invisibly sweeping her quite beyond the 
power of all monarchs, even of the astute Tudor dynasty, to 
control. It seems singular that this injunction should have 
proved so offensive to those attached to the old order of things; 
for, although very imperfectly kept, we know that the great 

* Lord of AnnejB oi Millom. 
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monasteries did keep occasionally, but without any regular 
system, rude registers : nay, we are not without indications 
that here and there some parish priests recorded the great 
leading events of births, deaths, and marriages amongst their 
flocks, confined probably, and needs must, to the more im- 
portant members of their little communities, for no lengthened 
period had elapsed since a fi^reat majority of the people were 
without any names more distinct than those which still survive 
in the most retired, rural districts, such as ** Tom-o- Bills," 
*' Jack-o-Dicks." The great ecclesiastical power that had 
done so much for huroanityy for which we must ever feel 
grateful, especially in leading the way to the abolition of serf- 
dom, was now bitterly opposed to all measures of change, 
which it had become evident must necessarily lead to the 
demolition of their special privileges ; and thus it was that 
they availed themselves of the issue of this order to misrepresent 
its purport to the ignorant, stating that its object was to afford a 
basis for heavy taxation, a statement which bad a considerable 
effect in stimulating the great rising called the ** Pilgrimage 
of Grace." As is natural to suppose, this injunction of Crom- 
wells was imperfectly obeyed, and a fresh one was issued 
during the brief reign of Edward VI. Something also was 
attempted to be done by Cardinal Pole, during the reign of 
Queen Mary, but the antagonistic feelings of the rural clergy 
would seem to have been too strong, for generally, even in the 
most perfect registers, we find a blank of longer or shorter dura- 
tion during this reign ; and it was not till after various attempts 
to compel regularity, that it can be said to have been fairly 
established by the patent issued under the Great Seal, on the 
25th October, 1597- But it is not the irregularity with which 
these important records were commenced that we have, perhaps, 
chiefly to deplore, the indisposition to observe the thoughtful 
rules promulgated for their preservation has proved so detri- 
mental, that m comparatively few parishes can a register be 
found perfect from the qommencement even of the seventeenth 
century. 

The registers of Cumberland show traces of the unsettled 
state of the county, during the sixteenth century, for out of 
the total number of 138, only 24 were commenced during 
that period, and but two, the one before us, and that of 
Lazonby, owe their immediate origin to Cromwell's edict. 
Westmorland presents us with 68 registers, 21 of which 
date back into the sixteenth century, and three of them — 

Kirkby Lonsdale, 
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Kirkby Lonsdale, Morland, and Lowther — to the year 1538. 
By way of comparison with these exposed portions of the 
kingdom, I may state that Cornwall, at the other extremity, 
duringr the seventeenth and earlier centuries one of the most 
flourishing^ of our counties, exhibits 206 registers, no less thati 
86 of which date previous to a.d. 1600, and seventeen before 
the year 1540. I have named five parishes whose registers 
commence in the year 1538, in the counties whose history it is 
our business to elucidate, those of St. Bees, Lazonby, Kirkby 
Lonsdale, Morland, and Lowther ; and it is well worthy of 
remark that our own, Kirkbv Lonsdale, and Morland, through 
Wetheral, were appropriated to the great Abbey of St. Mary's 
at York, of which both St. Bees and Wetheral were priories. 
On examining^ carefully the register before us, it is evident 
that the entries, from the earliest, which tells us that ^* Mill- 
** esimo quingentissimo trigessimo octavo anno, decimo nono 
"die Januaru, Johannes Davy et Elicia Towerson nupti 
" fuerunt," down to " Anno millesimo sexcentissimo uno die 
** viginti Augusti, Robertas filius Edwardi Hodgson de Sanctce 
" Beghoe baptizatus fuit," are all in one handwriting. And 
here let me parenthetically remark that down to the year 1653 
the entries are all in Latin, but that as a rule I shall give them 
in English. The long space of time between these entries, 
during which the intermediate ones all occur in one handwriting, 
might seem to add another to, and so confirm, the numerous 
statements made as to the great age attained by the clerg^y in 
those days ; but the correct explanation no doubt is, that a 
copy of the original was made during the incumbency of the 
curate at the latter date. That it is a careful copy is evidenced 
by the character of the handwriting, which is uniform and 
legible throughout, whereas much of the later period is slovenly 
and difficult to decipher. Perhaps the most interesting para- 
graph in the whole register is the opening one, which, so &r 
as I know, is unique, and bears internal evidence of its 
authenticity. — 

" Anno t)omini millesimo quingentissimo trigessimo octavo : 
" Inchoatum est hoc Registrum ecclesiae Divoe Begh» ad 
" inscribendum et notificandum nomina eorutn qui post banc 
" baptizabuntur nubenttit et sepelientur in parochia prsBdictse 
<' ecclesisB secundum mandatum Domini Regid Henrici Octavi, 
" anno trigessimo regni sui." 

The entries durinjg the whole of this century are continuous 
and apparently without omission, except during the rei|^ of 

MM Mary 
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Mary (which began 6th July, 1553, and terminated 17th 
November, 1558), when in the year 1553, at the entry " 20 
*< die Februarii, Elizabetha uxor Wilhelmi Donalde, Bepulta 
*' fuit," they cease, and are not resumed until the year 1559, 
" 16 die Julii, Elizabetha, uxor Wilhelmi Wycleffe, sepulta 
** fiiit," with the exception of three marriages during the year 
1557 • It is not my intention to comment upon or to make ex- 
tracts from the register for a later period than the end of the 
seventeenth century, down to whicn time the records were, I 
believe, continuous, with the exception already alluded to, 
another brief period of eight years from 1612 to 1620, and a 
little omission in September, 1634, when one curate coolly 
enters *^ Nemo nisi quatuor baptizati fuerunt." Unhappily, a 
fire in the vestry, so late as the year 1867, seriously damaged 
the later volumes, and we may be thankful that the first and 
most important escaped, by being luckily absent. 

Naturally, when inspectmg the renter of Saint Bees, we 
look for traces of Edmund Grindall, tne first Protestant Arch* 
bishop, and we are not disappointed, for in the year 1542, 
July 2nd, we find the marriage reconled of ** Nicholas Lund 
<< and Elizabeth Grindall," and on the 20th of October in the 
same year, another ^' Elizabeth Grindall," who we gather was 
his sister, was married to John Woddall, a family name of very 
frequent occurrence in the register, and after whom, there is 
reason to suppose, the lane now corruptly called Wood Lane 
was named. 

From the mention of two Elizabeth Grindalls at one time, 
we conclude that there was more than, one family of that name 
in the parish, and probably that they had been long seated 
here ; moreover, the name is that of one of the dales in the 
Lake district, so that the supposition thrown out by Strype 
that William Grindall, who preceded Roger Askham as pre- 
ceptor to the Prmcess Elizabeth, was a relation of the 
Archbishop, gains credibility. 

In 1562, on the 13th of December, occurs an entry of 
baptism, <* Edmund, the son of Robert Grindal, was baptised." 
This Edmund, the child of his brother Robert, was, no doubt, 
called after the older Edmund, then Bishop of London. 

The years 1568, '69, and 70, years of great public excitement 
and suffering, were, for private reasons, additionally so to 
Grindall, for in the first of them we find the following 
entries : — 

1568, << 26th August, Edmund, the son of Robert Grindall, 
" was buried." 

1568, 
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1568, '< 29th August, Esabella, wife of Robert Grindall, 
** was buried." 

1568, " 30th September, Robert Grindall was buried.'' ^ 

These entries note the deaths of his brother, brother's wife, 
and, it may be, little godson, but certainly nephew and male 
heir. « , 

But this trouble did not come alone, for very soon after, his 
eldest niece ** Anna," whose baptism on the 1 1th of September, 
1551 is duly recorded, was clandestinely married to *^ William 
^* Dacre," a branch of that noble family settled near Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. The marriage did not take place at Saint Bees, 
but It must have occurred in 1569, for their first child 
^^ Helena," is registered as having been baptised on the ^' 12th 
« August, 1570.^' 

It appears from Strype, to whom I am indebted for much 
information, and whose remarkable accuracy my poor re- 
searches senre but to confirm, that Bishop Grindall had 
purchased from Sir Thomas Chaloner, the tithes of Saint Bees, 
and settled them upon his brother, no doubt with a view to 
provide for the young Edmund. 

By the calamitous and sudden visitation which snatched 
away three members of the family, Anna, the eldest daughter, 
became possessed of this property. She had been counselled 
by her dying father, in all things, to be guided by the advice 
of her uncle, but within a few months she formed the hasty 
marriage alluded to. 

The participation of her husband in his relative, Leonard 
Dacre's rebellion, commonly called the ^* Dacre raid,'' (so 
effectually stamped out by Uunsden, on the 19th February, 
]570), caused his attainder, in common with that of his kins- 
men and numerous others, on the 15th May, 1571, and we 
find Grindall petitioning his friend Cecil, February 27th, 1570, 
to intercede for the redemption of this property from impending 
forfeiture. Doubtless this prayer was granted, for William 
Dacre received a pardon in May, 1574. His return from 
temporary exile, probablv from French Flanders, where 
Leonard Dacre, Charles Neville Earl of Westmorland, and 
others, had fled, is indicated by the entry of baptism, *^ 1575, 
" 20th October, Edward, son of William Dacre, was baptised," 
and this child was buried on the 12th November in the same 
year. 

On October 21st, 1576, they baptised a son called Francis. 

On 15th December, 1577, a daughter, Dorothy. 

On 
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On 22nd of October, 158(H another daughter, Katharine. 

On the I6th of March, 1581, a son George, who was 
buried on the 18th of March, 1583. 

William Dacre himself was buried on the 29th March, of the 
same year. 

On the 16th of the following month a daughter, *' Mabella *' 
was baptised, who only lived a few days, t^ing buried on the 
1st of May. 

The death of William Dacre was unexpected, and had the 
effect of vitiating the letters patent of Queen Elizabeth, for 
the foundation of the grammar school, granted on the 24th of 
the following month, so that a fresh patent was issued on the 
5th of June, 1585. 

It is satisfactory to learn, as we do incidentally ftfim this 
appointment, that he and th*e Archbishop, who had at one 
tmie espoused conflicting parties, were reconciled. 

With the exception of the burial of Elina Dacre on the 7tfa 
September, 1624, we have no further record of the surviving 
children, who must, I think, have been taken charge of by 
their father's relatives ; but it is probable that Francis died 
younff, and some of the daughters married and had families, 
for the name of Dacre, as a christian name, is of frequent 
occurence in the register down to our own time. 

On the 13th of October, 1586, Anna, the widow of William 
Dacre, took to her second husband, Thomas Wy ber. She was 
buried on the 27th June, 1592, having borne lum four children. 

Thomas, baptized 26th June, 1587. 

Twin daughters, Mary and Anna, baptized 24th September, 
1588, and on the 22nd December, 1589, a daughter Bridget. 
As we find the tithes 1 have alluded to, passing through the 
Wyberghs to the Lowthers, we are justified in assuming that 
Francis, her son by her first husband, died unmarried, and that 
the inheritance passed to her son Thomas, by her second 
marriage. 

On the 20th January, 1574, we find recorded the burial of 
James Grindall, prebend of '* Pawls," and second curate of 
St. Bees subsequent to the Reformation ; and on 23rd July, 
1580, his successor in the incumbency, Nicholas Lund, a 
chUd of the marriage of ** Nicholas Lund and Elizabeth 
Grindall," in 1542, was buried. 

William Woddall, a son of the second Elizabeth who was 
Grindall's sister, was one of the executors to his will and a 
trustee of the Grammar School. 

On 
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On the 1 5th May, 1563, is eiftered the burial of Thomas 
Skeiton, probably the bead of the family of Linethwaite of 
that name; and on the 17th of the same month — not more than 
a week from the death — Grindall writes to Cecil, in virtue of 
his being chief of the Ward Office, praying that at least he 
would be cautious in his grant of the wardship, because of the 
oppression exercised in this part of the country by those placed 
in such positions; but I would specially draw attention to this 
letter, because not more than a week could have elapsed from 
the death to its date, which, though without local address, 
seems to have been written in London or the neighbourhood, 
and if so, it is worthy of note, as affording an idea of the rate 
of express travelling at that time. The news of the battle of 
Towton took six days, about a century previously (1461), to 
reach London. The heir, Thomas Skelton, was at that time 
eighteen years old, having been baptized on the 6 th February, 
1545. 

In connection with the Christian name of Edmund, which 
Grindall bore, I would draw attention to its remarkable pre- 
valence at the commencement of the register, in the first three 
pages of which it occurs no less than eight times. This was 
during the youth of the future archbishop, and consequently 
before he became distinguished. 

Is it possible that the position of St. Bees, as a priory of the 
Abbey of St. Mary, at York, led to a strong Yorkish feeling 
on the part of a majority at least of the population, which 
induced them to adopt the name of one whom, in their en- 
thusiasm, they might deem the almost martyred Earl of 
Rutland, slain so dispacefully by Clifford, at Wakefield ? The 
name of Henry is only second in the frequency of its occurrence 
to that of Edmund, and, so &r as I have observed, the names 
very rarely both occur in one family. Thus, there are no 
Edmunds m the Sandvs or Latus families, but several Henrys, 
and vice versa with tne Grindalls and others, but this may be 
pushing a speculation beyond due bounds. 

I have dwelt so long on the Grindalls that I must hasten 
over the Sandys' entries, relating to which family I find fully 
one hundred notices, but none of them referring to Archbishop 
Sandys, whose great grand&ther William was, I have reason 
to thmk, younger brother of John Sandys, the grandfather ci 
that William who was lord of Rottington at the time our 
register opens, so that the two were second cousins once 
removed. 

I will 
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I will only notice two of these numerous entries ; the first is 
the marriage on the 1st of June, 1591, of Marcus Steinber{,rer 
and Helena Sandys. Who was, and whence came Marcus 
SteinberjPer ? And 1 recollect that the Archbishop spent an 
exile of five years, partly in Strasburgh, partly in Zurich, in 
both of whicn places he no doubt had numerous friends, of one 
of whom Marcus Steinberger might be a son. 

The other entry relating to this family is the marriage on 
14th May, 1605, of Henry Ponsonby and Doritha Sands. 
I'he first child of this marriage, William, was baptised on the 
1st March, 1606, and there are no other entries, the rest 
being probably in the Hale register, he being the head of 
the ronsonby family of that place. 

These were the parents of the two Ponsonbys, called in the 
pedigrees *^ John " and ** Henry," who crossing to Ireland 
during the Commonwealth, founded the great Irish house of 
Ponsonby, which within but a few years, enjoyed contem* 

E^raneously three peerages, Bessborough, Fonsonby, and 
e Mauley. 

Collins has said in his peerage that *^ John " was bom in 
1605, which we see cannot haye been the case, for William, 
the eldest, was not bom until 1606. Was John a younger 
brother, or is that name erroneously given for William ? or did 
William die, and so John become the head, and by his first 
wife, Dorothy Brisco, leave a son Henry, who remained at 
Hale, whilst the children of the second marriage to Elizabeth, 
daughter of Henry, Lord FfoUiatt, inherited the Irish estates? 

In one of the county histories we are told that the last 
Sandys sold Bottington to the Curwens, and went to Ireland, 
where it is evident ne had numerous and powerful relations. 

The next series of family entries which I shall touch on are 
those of the Lowthers, and they are of considerable interest, 
for, singular as it may seem, they have never been correctly 
or minutely given in the pedigrees. 

Sir Chnstopher, having married the heiress of the Lancasters 
of Sock Bridge, and oecome possessed by purchase or 
foreclosure of the Wybergh property of St. Bees, settled at 
Whitehaven, and devoted his energies to its developement. To 
him was bom a son, ** Christopher," baptized on the last day 
of February, 1640, who only survived three months, being 
buried 26th May, 1641, when we find the following entry : — 

^M641. 26th May. Christopherus, filius Christopberi 
^^ Lowther, baronet, sep." a very noteworthy one, for it snows 

that 
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that the entries in the register 'were made considerably later 
than the period to which they refer ; inasmuch asJjSir Chris- 
topher was not created a baronet until June 11th, 1642, 
upwards of twelve mouths after. ^ _,. 

On the 20th November, 1642, "John," the son of Sir 
Christopher, was baptized, an event the father did not long 
survive, being buried on the 27th April, 1644- ^ ^, 

After a lapse of sixty years. Sir John himself was " interred, 
on the 17th January, 1705. ,. , , . 

It is curious that no stone of the simplest kind marks the 
place where rest the ashes of those who undoubtedly were 
(if we except, and I am not sure that we ouffht to except, even 
John Viscount Lonsdale) the ablest men the Lowther family 
hasproduced. 

The register would supply the genealogist with numerous 
contributions to the pedigrees of the Skelton, Ponsonby, 
Salkeld, Wybergh, Curwen, Latus, Fletcher, and many others 
of our ancient county families, but I must pass rapidly on 
to one or two other subjects to which I wish briefly to draw 
attention, and yet I must not omit to mention the name of a 
family which has long survived all its contemporaries in the 
early pages, and whose first appearance out of, I may say, 
some hundreds, is in the entry : . .. ^ ^ ^ . 

"1546. 3 Auffusti- Thomas, fiUus Anthonn Fox, baptizatus 
"fuit." 

I have mentioned two of the curates of St. Bees, according 

to their succession. •* GrindaU " and " Lund." Gnndall w^ 

preceded by Anthony Nicholson, who was \«^«;1 ".^T* 

"January, 1544 " and Lund was followed by "William 

."Hardness," whwe incumbency was along one, if none other 

intervened between "23rd July, 1580," the date of Lunds 

burial, and « 25th October, 1620," the date of his own. 

" William Coates " certainly succeeded Hardness, and he was 

buried *a9th August, 1636." At present 1 am unable to supply 

the missing links between Coats and " Richard Jackson, who 

succeeded to the curacy in " 1705," and of whom much of 

interest mig-ht be said. Time prevents me dwelling on the 

masters of the Grammar School, two of whose names interest 

me greatly, and of whom I would gladly glean any scraps of 

mformation. « Francis Radcliffe," who was buried «« January, 

" 1678,*' and " Bernard Gilpin," his successor, who held the 

office for three vears onlv, nis burial occurring *« 19th May, 

"1681.'' ^ ^ 

On 
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On my first examination of the register it was not without 
a thrill that I read the entry : 

'* 1590, 1 December, Ecunondus Spencer et Maria Tower- 
" son nupti fiier," 

Could this *^ Maria " be the unknown bride whose beauties 
and excellencies inspired the poet to write his <* Epithalamium," 
the very finest love poem in the language ? Did the reality 
which he so beautifully, nay, gorgeously describes, occur in 
this very church ? — 

" BeboM, whiles she before the altar stands, 
Hearing the holy priest that to her speakes. 
And blesseth her with his two bappv hands. 
How the red roses flush np in her cneekes. 
And the pore snow, with goodlj Termill stajne 
Like crimsin djde in grayne : 
That eTon th* angels which continoallj 
About the saored altare doe remaine, 
Forget their serrice and about her flj, 
Ofte peeping in her face that seems more fayre 
The more they on )t stayre." 

Was this the day of which the poet sings : — 

'' NeTer had man more joyful dav than this, 
Whom heaven would heap witn bliss. 
Make feast, therefore, now all this liTelong day, 
This day for ever to me holy is?** 

I recollected that in Spenser's Poems Grindall is repeatedly 
mentioned under the transparent cloak of *^ Algrind." I found, 
on examination, that Spenser was a graduate of Pembroke 
Hall, Cambridge, of which Grindall was formerly master. 
That in the year 1690 the poet, with his friend. Sir Walter 
Raleigh, came to England n*om Ireland, whither he returned 
the next or the foUowme; year, and that about the same time 
he married a ^^ country lass," whose name, lineage, and ^* local 
<^ habitation '' have hitherto remained unknown ; that the name 
of his publisher at this time was <^ William Ponsonby," a 
name native to this dbtrict ; that in *' Colin Clout's Come 
Home Again," when enumerating the poets of the day, espe- 
cially the pastoral writers, he says : — 

** There eke is Palin worthy of great prabe^ 
Albe he envy at my rnstao qull.* 

Now, <* Palin" has been identified with <*Sir Thomas 
Chaloner," at that time Lord of the Manor of St. Bees, whose 
poetical genius, though recognized and alluded to by bis fami- 
liars and eontemporanes generally, must be taken on trust, for 
no fruits of it remain in existence. A careful examination 
resulted in the discovery of three other Spenser entries, being 
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I believe, all in the re^ster. The first is the record of a burial 
earlier in the same year. 

^* 1590, 30 March, Anna, uxor Edmundi Spencer de Whit- 
haven, sepulta fuit." 

Which seems to show that Edmund had been a widower for 
about the short space of eieht months. 

The third tells us that Uie bride of 1590 only survived her 
marriage sixteen months. 

<< 1592, 14 Apiilis, Maria, uxor Edmundi Spenser de Whit- 
haven, sepulta fuit." 

And the fourth is of earlier date, 

^< 1566, 24 Msdi, Elizabetha, filia Richard! Spencer, bap. 
fuit." 

These entries are well worthy of consideration, though I 
cannot be quite so sanguine as I once felt that our Edmund 
is the Edmund of the Faerie Queen," 

" Whose melodious bursts did fill 
The spadouB times of great BUxabeth 
With soimds that echo stiU,' 

It is not a little singular in these day sof sanitary research, that 
so little attention has been directed to periods of " visitations" 
as our ancestors called them, or ^'epidemics'' as we should say, 
so clearly marked in our parish registers. It appears that two 
periods, at least, were remarkable above all others for their ex- 
cessive and wide-spread mortality, those of 1596-7 and 1623. 

I am happy to know that this subject will be gone into, in 
some detail, in the chapter on the Cartmel registers, in Mr« 
Stockdale's " Annales Caermolenses,*' shortly to be published, 
a work which is likely to prove of the highest interest to 
members of our Society, and to northern archaeologistsgenerally. 

With regard to the first date, the disease, whatever was its 
nature, must have lingered long in the locality, as will be seen 
in the account of the deaths for each year, from 1589 to 1603, 
both inclusive, which indicate three years of excessive mor- 
tality: — 1589, twenty-eight; 1590, twenty-six ; 1591, twenty- 
five; 1592, sixty-nine ; 1593, twenty-four; 1594, eighteen; 
1595, twenty-one; 1596, sixty-five; 1597, sixty-three; 1598, 
fourteen; 1599, thirty; 1600, eight; 1601, ten; 1662, six- 
teen ; 1603, eleven. 

The years 1621, 2, and 3, show respectively a mortality of 
sixty-one, forty-six, and one-hundred-and-forty-five, against an 
averag'e death rate of sixty-five. In the yesix 1650, tliere is a 
special heading, under whtch are given thirty-nine names, and 
frequently three occur out of one household. 

NN What 
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What a silent wailing seems to arise out of this simple entry — 

** Those that dyed of the visitation at Saint Bees the said 
« yeare, 1650, as folio weth. — " 

We are all aware that it was customary, indeed obligatory, 
at one time, that the corpse should be shrouded in woollen, 
and this, Bum states, was rendered compulsory by an Act of 
Parliament, passed in the 30th year of Charles 11., which 
began the 29th January, 1679* That there must be some 
mistake, is evident, from the fact, that the earliest entry of this 
sort in our register, is as follows :. — 

<' 1678, 28 September, certificate for Matthew Nicholson, of 

<< Saint Bees, sworn to by Elizabeth and Ellen Borrodell, 

*^ 30th September, before Richard Patrickson, Esquire.'* 

This wonderful method of at once encouraging the woollen 
trade and saving linen, that paper might be less expensive, did 
not last long, for the latest entry is in September, 1687. 

*^ Interred, Elisabeth, daughter of Robert Bislands, of 
*^ Whitehaven, her certificate for burying in woollen being 
<^ sworn to bv Jane Hartley and Margaret Houghton, 6 
** October, before Mr. Bennet." 

Bv an Act passed during the Commonwealth, marriages 
could only take place after publication on three Sundays in 
the churcn, or tnree market days in the market-place. This 
continued in force until the Restoration, and the latest entry 
here is that of a marriage in ^* January, 1669, of William Benn 
" and Elizabeth Hyne, performed by Peter Smith, minister, 
*^ publication having been made on the 18th and 25th Decern- 
" ber, and 1st of January," 

There are many entnes respecting *< Tramps," the earliest 
being in the year 

*^ 1543, 25 Januarii, Henricus, mulieiis peregrini, bap. fuit.*' 

Another — 

*<1596, 4 Man, WilUehnus fiUns Williehni Volantyne 
** Egyptii, baptizatus fuit," 

*^ Egyptus " certainly means gypsy, and I am not sure 
whether *< Volantjrne " is a surname, or we ought to read 
" VolantiB Egyptii " — " fleeing^ Egjrptian," as this pecuUar 
people were deemed, and, indeed, gave themselves out to be. 

To quote one more of the same class: — 

<^ 1609, 24 Augusti, Femina quedam Hibemia peregrina 
sepulta firit." 

During what we mav call the settlement of Whitehaven, 
when population was flocking thither firom various quarters, 

more 



Digitized by 



Google 



Extracts from the Parish Register of St. Bees. 299 

more particularly from Ireland, the following amongst many 
others of a similar natm« occurs : — 

<< 1689, June 10th, Interred the daughter of William, a 
*^ stranger from Ireland." 

A curious circumstance occured in connection with the 
subject of the following entry : — 

*^ 1654, July 25th, Ro^er Browne, a Welshman was buried." 
When excavations were being made to prepare the site of the 
Savings' Bank, now standing on the northern side of Lowther- 
street, Whitehaven, about forty years ago, a tombstone with 
this name and date was discovered, indicating that the burial- 
yard of the chapel (whence Chapel-street takes its nameV had 
extended across Lowther-street, and proving that altnough 
burials were then made at Whitehaven, for a period, at least, 
the entries continued to be inserted in the parish register. 
With one more extract I will conclude : — 

" 1558, 10 die Februarii, Jacobus Tayton, Monachus, 
^'sepultus fuit." 

For twenty years he had survived the dispersal of his 
brethren ; perhaps during^ the reign of Queen Mary he had 
encouragea a hope that the good old times would return ; but 
she had died on the 1 7th of the previous November, and a 
heretic had succeeded her ; and adhering pertinaciousl v to his 
vows, and resolute not to sink into the general mass of the laity, 
he too passed away. 

It may be that my prolixity has defeated one of my main 
objects, which was not only to indicate the almost virgin mine 
of research open to members of our Association ; but especially 
to enlist others in its exploration. Old as our register is, it is 
singularly barren in the discursive entries which characterize 
and render so entertaining the pages of others, especially I 
would allude to that of Greystoke, very full extracts from which 
are in the possession of my friend, the Rev. Mr. Lees, of 
Wreay ; and if the Association desire to see how entertaining 
and instructive the subject may be made when based on that 
register, with his editing, they will join me in urging him to 
undertake the labour. 

My firrateful thanks are due, and I have particular satis- 
&ction in rendering them, to both the late and present Vicars, 
for affording me access to the Register. 
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Abt. XXXV.— S^ Mary's Church, Egremont. By tlie 

Rev; Canon Knowles, M.A., St Bees. 
Read at Egremont, August 30/A, 1872. 

ST. MARY'S Churcb, Egremont, is rae of the most in-^ 
teresting buildings in Cumberland, in spite of the 
ill usage of the last century. It was or^^ally a church of two 
eaual aisles, separated by fine pillars and arches* firagments of 
wnich compose the present chancel arch. The date of its erec- 
tion cannot be later than 1220 ; its style is very earlv English, 
with a few Normanisms. One of the two west aoors now 
leads into the modem vestrv ; the other has left traces in the 
west front. The side wmdows were simple, with jamb* 
moiddin|j;s. The eaves-course is in parts left to us. The east 
end, divided equaUv by the central arches, had two bays of 
beautiful windows, lour of which remain ; two of these I nave 
very imperfectly drawn in the accompanying sketch. Thia 
fine church is threatened with ruin, or what is worse, with 
enlargement. Its shell retains fragments from which most 
of its details might be learnt. The central arches were 
probably round. 

In the churchyard stands an old stone of uncertain a^e, and 
set in the top of it is a sepulchral stone of the thirteenth 
century, upaiae down, and mutilated. 



Art XXXVL— 7%6 Heraldry of Cumberland and West^ 
morland. By Richard S. Ferguson. M.A. 

Ttead at Penrith, August 15M, 1873. 

O OME months ago the Harleian Society furnished a most 
O valuable addition to the local history of Cumberland, by 
publishing, as one of their volumes for 1872, " The Visitation 
^^ of the County of Cumberland in the year 1616, taken by 
*« Richard St. George, Norroy King of Arms." This Visi- 
tation was very ably edited for the Society by Mr, John 

Fetherston, 
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Fetherston, F.S.A., who tells us it was << comprised*!!! 9' thin 
'^ folio book written by Mr. Richard Mundy." This Visi- 
tation is not to be found either in the College oV Arms, or in the 
Umversities of Oxford or Cambridge, but there is in Harleian 
MS. 1374, what Mr. Fetherston says, ** can scarcely be said 
** to be a copy, but is merely an ordinary of aims compiled 
^* from the visitations of the four northern counties taken in this 
"year,*'»\«. 1615. 

While this work was at press, there took place the dispersal 
of the fine old library collected by the Irtons of Irton Hall, 
when were scattered to the winds many valuable books and 
MSS., relating to Cumberland and Westmorland; among 
others an interleaved copy of the portion of Cox's Magna 
Britannia, which relates to Cumberland ; this was purchasedby 
Mrs. Dykes of Dovenby, who (with her accustomed readiness 
to help antiquarian research) entrusted it to me for examin- 
ation. It proved to contain many genealogical and heraldic 
notes, written in the handwriting of John Warburton, Somer- 
set herald in the first half of the last centurvy an eminent 
antiquarian and topographer, and an intimate friend of many 
of the Cumberlana squires of his day. Among these notes 
was a synopsis of a Visitation of Cumberland, giving the arms 
and crests of fifty-ei^ht local families. It is marked as taken 
from MS. C. 39, in the College of Arms, and generally 
concides with, though occasionally differing from, the inform- 
ation given by Messrs. Lysonsin their history of Cumberland ; 
by this it is easily indentined as taken from Dugdale's Visitation 
of Cumberland, inl664 and 1665. 

But there also turned up at the Irton Hall sale, what proved 
to be another copy of St. George's Visitation of Cumberland 
in 1615. Like the copy before mentioned, as made by Mr. 
Richard Mundy, this copy is contained <Mn a thin folio 
<< volume." It is in the same handwriting as the synopsis of 
Dugdale's Visitation, the handwriting of John Warburton. It 
is marked in another hand, ^* Visitation of Cumberland in 
** 1577,*' a date which internal evidences shew to be clearly 
erroneous. It is almost verbatim the same as the copy used 
by Mr. Fetherston, but has a few trivial differences, and a few 
more coats of arms tricked, and has some notes by the Squire 
Irton, who founded the Irton Hall Library, and whose writ of 
*< de. po." or << dedimuspotestatem," as a magistrate is also 
copied into the book. This valuable MS. was, I am happy to 
say, retained in the County of Cumberland by the pludc of a 
gentleman to whom this Society is indebted for one or two 

very 
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very valuable papers, and on whose future services it greatly 
relies, viz., Mr. Jackson, of Fleatham House, St. Bees, to 
whom I am indebted for its loan. 

These two visitations, those of St. George and Dugdale, 
were conducted with great strictness, and proof required of the 
pedigrees, and of the right to particular arms : thus Dugdale's 
entry as to Brougham of Skate is, ^* no arms entered, beinf 
<* respited for want of {>roof." This appears in the synopsis 1 
have mentioned; similar remarks refer to other ilBuniHes. 
Dugdale had a great idea of his office. After the death of Sir 
Patricius Curwen, his widow put up in the place where he was 
buried armorial bearings, which Dugdale considered erroneous : 
he wrote to her from Carlisle, ordering her to take them down, 
and threatening himself to come over and puU them do¥ni« 
What was the upshot I know not ; my authority is a letter of 
Lady Curwen to secretary Williamson, complaming of Duf- 
dale's conduct, and preserved in the Record Office among the 
Williamson correspondence. 

Having these materials before me, I had intended to have 
written a review of Mr. Fetherston's very able edition, but it 
affords little for review, beyond a due acknowledgement of the 
editor's care and learning, and I find I have drifted, perhaps 
wittingly, into the science of heraldry generally, as illustrated 
by instances drawn from local sources. 

Many of the older authorities on heraldry, have framed the 
quaintest and most mystical theories, as to the origin and 
import of the tinctures and charges which distinguish one 
coat of arms from another. The most far fetched allegorical 
meanings and even religious applications are attributed to the 
various heraldic ordinances, and to the animate or inanimate 
objects used as charges. Thus, to give an illustration or two, 
the well-known ordinary the chevron is taken to represent the 
roof timbers of a house, and therefore its presence in a shield is 
said to denote << the achieving of some bussinesse of moment, 
<< or the finishing of some chargeable and memorable worke.'' — 
Guillim. The fess is said to represent the girdle of honour, or 
of chivalry, and similar significations are invented for all the 
honourable ordinaries. To the various animals that appear in 
heraldic combinations, it is easy to attribute, apparently, suit* 
able qualities, such as courage, speed, and strength ; but as 
an example, let us take the lobster, an example of local 
interest ; listen to old Guillim on the lobster : — *^ The lobster 
<< issubtill in acquiring his food, for hee watched the Escallop^ 
<^ Oyster^ and other akejishes that are fenced by nature with a 
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<< stronger and more defensible Coate than himselfe, to become 
*< a prey unto bim, by observing when they doe open their 
^* shell either to receive food or ayre, and in the meantime with 
*' his clawes, he taketh a stone, and casteth it betweene the 
*' Shells of the Oyster^ so as she can neither save herselfe, nor 
<^ annoy her foes ; using his wit for a supply of his strength's 
*^ defect, according to the proverbe, where tne Lyon's skinne 
** is too scant, it must be peeced out with a Fox case." Now 
the crest of the old Cumoerland family of the Dykeses is a 
lobster, and Guillim would, therefore, have one believe that it 
was assigned to the first Dykes because he was like a lobster, 
<< subtil m acquiring his food.** I cannot help thinking that 
this is vast nonsense, and I think I can shortly give a much 
better interpretation to the lobster carried by the Dykeses. 

The most sensible theoiy to adopt, as to heraldry and its 
origin, is that of Mr. Planche ; ne utterly repudiates the 
mystical imaginings of Mr. Guillim, and considers the heraldic 
ordinaries toliave been, originally, merely the metal straps or 
bands used to stren&rthen tne wooden shields of early days. 
He further writes, that ** all arms were originally canting or 
*< allusive (that is alluding to name, estate, or profession of 
** bearer) except those bearing the honourable ordinaries, 
** which were merely (as just mentioned) the ornamental 
<* strengthenings of the shields." Now-ai-days the cant or 
allusion in a coat of arms has often disappeared— disappeared 
long ago, in days when surnames were by no means fixed, and 
a man was better known by his coat armoury than by any here- 
ditary appellation. Such disappearance has been mueh helped 
by ** differences and marks of csuicncy," introduced into shields 
for the purpose of distinguishing between several branches of 
of the same family ; by marriages of heiresses, when the 
paternal coat of the lady was often assumed by the husband, or 
incorporated with his paternal coat of arms ; and by honourable 
augmentations, granted or assumed in commanoration of 
various exploits. I will now endeavour to illustrate Mr. 
Planche's remarks by instances drawn from local sources, and 
will commence with a class in which the cant or allusion is very 
prominent, that of Armes Parlantes, in which the charges on 
a coat form a pun on the name of its bearer. 

Armes Parlantes. — One of the most obvious local examples 
of these pictured puns is the coat of the family of the De Lucy% 
lords of Cockermouth, who bore on a red shield three silver 
lucies (or pikes) haurient. The lucy, pike, or jack, is also 
carried by one of the local fionilies of Jackson. That of 
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Hasell of Da]emain is eoually so, for he beareth three hazel 
nuts ; Fetherstonhaugfh beareth three feathers ; Cowdnoll of 
Cumberland (tricked in St. George's Visitation) three cow s 
heads ailrontee ; Towers of Lowick three gold towers on a 
bend jrales across a silver shield ; Towry of CrogHn a tower ; 
and Troutbeck of Troutbeek three trouts entwined. Swin- 
burne of Hughthwaite in Cumberland (now extinct in the 
county) bore three silver boar's (or swine's) heads on a red 
shield, semee of silver cross-crossiets, a knost noteworthy coat 
in other respects. The great family of Chambre, of Holm 
Cultram, and Wolsty Castle, which, in the persons of three 
brothers, supplied abbots to the Abbey of Holm Cultram, 
Furness, and Peterborough, has for crest, a boar passant 
muzzled, lined, collared, and chained, pretty thoroughly 
chained ; Chambre, chained boar ; the pun is only fit for a 
modem burlesque, and the Abbot of Houn Cultram was pro- 
bably dissatisfied with it, for he choose for his rebus a chained 
bear^ a triflingly better pun. Barwis of Uekirk puts three 
bear's heads on his shield ; Sykes bears three sykes or fountains, 
which are indicated by three roundlets barry-wavy, argent and 
vert ; Dalston, three daws' heads ; Jackson, (tricked by St. 
George) three jackdaw's heads; while Oliphant displays an 
elephant, to denote (so says Guillim) his strength, art, and 
ambition. Askew, once of Holm Cultram, then of Grey^ 
mains and Lacra, and now of Coniston and Glenridding, 
pluckily bears three asses ; while Armstrong bears three strong 
arms, that is, three dexter arms^ vambraced and proper. 
*< Well do these arms, thus fenced, agree with the name of the 
*^ bearer," saith old Guillim. One more example ; Eglesfield 
of Cumberland, who founded Eglesfield Abbey, and Queen's 
College, Oxford bore three eagles in the field. His name, 
by an atrocious French pun, is capable of being converted 
into the French for a needle and thread : in commemoration 
of his memory, each member of Queen's used formerly, on 
Founder's day, to be presented with a threaded needle, and 
admonished at the same time in the words, ** Take this and be 
« thrifty." 

Arms of Conceit. — Connected closely with <<armes par- 
*^ lantes " are what have been called *<arms of conceit." Thus 
in St. George*s Visitation of Cumberland, we have tricked, 
the arms of the family of Bigland. Bigland beareth azure two 
ears of big wheat in fess, stalked and bladed gold. An old- 
fashioned herald would call it *^ a right merry conceit, that 
<< Biglands should bear big wheat." The chevron in the coat 
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Itrmourie of the Featherstonehaughs may, from its shape, 
allude to the '^ stone " or hill in their name, thus giving in their 
coat armourie of a chevron between three feathers a double 
allusion to the name ; Cowdnoll of Cumberland (tricked by 
St. George) is a perfect example of this class, for he bore a 
chevron (or knoll) between three cow's heads aSrontee. 
Saudis of St. Bees carries a fess dancette ; this may be an 
allusion to the sandhills from which they took their name, or 
to the cliffs of St. Bees. Stanwix of Stanwix, a family that 
undoubtedly took their name from their residence, also dis«- 
played a dancette : is it too much to fancy that the dancette 
means Stanwix brow, and the high ground over Eden P Again, 
Chambreof Wolsty and Holm Cultram bears a chevron be- 
tween three trefoils ; may not this allude to the sandhills at 
Wolsty and Silloth, and to the little three^leaved trefoil that 

Cws there P AUonby of Allonby, another place of sandhills, 
e (see St. George) a chevron engrailed.* 
To this class I think we can refer the arms of the Dykeses. 
The lobster of the Dykeses has been said by some writers on 
heraldry to be a crayfish, but there are few crayfish in Cumber- 
land, and the Dykeses are pure Cumberland ** autochthones," 
sprung from Dykesfield by Burgh on the Roman wall, a place 
where the dark marsh cinquefoil abounds, and thus they bear 
on a golden field, three sable cinquefoils, while their lobster, 
vert green or proper, t.e., in his natural colours, is a genuine 
autocnthone of tne Solway, near Dykesfield their birth-place. 
A very singular conceit, of local interest, is pointed out by 
Mr. Planche in the arms of Vipont, barons of Westmorland. 
In the Glover's Roll he appears as Monsieur VI pointe porte 
d'or a VI. annulets, gules, thus symbolizing his name by VI 
pointes. By the way these annulets or rings are said to be rings 
of chain armour. In the Roll of Henry III., however, they 
are not blazoned as annulets, but as false or voided roundels 
" John de Vipount de goules a six " faux rondlets d'or." The 
roundlets or round spots on a shield arose probably from the 
metal heads of the nails used to hold its component boards 
together. If Vipont painted his wooden shield all over red, 
nailheads and all, the action of the metal and wood would soon 
produce a discoloured ring round each nail head, forming false or 
voided roundlets. Thus the rings on the Lowther and Mus- 
grave arms are probably but the traces of nail heads, used to 
clamp together the wooden boards of which early shields were 
made. 

* Hewit of Bargh bore three owIb: can the ''too whit" of the nocturnal bird 
be an allovion to the name ? 
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Arms of Office or Estate. — Let us now look for the ^^ cant 
or allusion " in a different class of arms, in arms of office or 
estate. Of this class we have in Cumberland two very clear 
examples. Ponsonby bears eules a chevron or between three 
combs argent, and the founder of the family at Ponsonby is 
said, by Sir Bernard Burke, to have been barber to the king 
of England. I don't suppose the first Ponsonby dealt in easy 
shaves for a penny, but the barber of that day was, like the 
barber of to-day in the East, a great and important man, and 
the founder of the Ponsonbys was probably chief surgeon to 
the Kin^, and rewarded for his skill by a grant of lands in 
Cumberland. Forrester or Forster of Stanegarthside in 
Cumberland beareth argent on a chevron vert (or green), 
between three bugles sable, stringed or, an escallop of the field. 
This family was, it is believed, the hereditary foresters of the 
great forest of Liddell Barony, now Nicol Forest. It is a 
most suggestive coat of arms, — the green chevron or hill, and 
the black bugles with their gold cords, — one can almost fancy 
Hob Forrester of Stanegarthside (who lies buried in Staple- 
ton Church) standing on a green knoll, and sounding a morte 
over the death of some grand antlered monarch of the forest, 
whom the Baron of Liddell had just hunted down. 

William de Hoton, *^ forestarius regis de landa et custom 
" Haise de Plumpton," an oflGice made hereditary in bis family, 
took a bugle-horn for his coat of arms, (2 Burn and Nicholson, 
389). The family of Hoton, or Hutton, subsequently bore 
in a silver shield a fess charged with three stags cabooshed, 
probably an allusion to the forestership. D' Estrivers, lord 
of Burgh barony, and hereditary forester of Inglewood, bore 
three bears, and Bum and Nicholson (vol.2, p. 383) con-^ 
jecture that he assumed the bears as an allusion to his 
forestership. 

To this class we may i>erhaps refer the parrot, or, to speak 
more heraldically, the popinjay, carried by Senhouse. The 
first to bear that charge mav have been as good an archer 
" as ever drew bow in tne lolly green wood," the hero, victor, 
or chief official at the local wappen schaws, whereat the mark 
for test of archer's skill was a popinjay, or wooden bird gaily 
painted to Ipok like a parrot. Other local instances of this 
class of arms may perhaps be found. The firet, so commonly 
borne by Cumberland and Fumess families, is said by some 
heralds to represent a net, and to denote the bearers to have 
been fishermen. Nearly all the local bearers of this charge 
come, curiously enough, from one district, and that a distnct 
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where sea and river fishing is valuable. Other heralds, how- 
ever, say the fret is merely the interlacing of the strengthening 
bands on the wooden shields. Of course care should he taken 
not to carry conjecture too far : we must not conclude that the 
Porters of Wreay Hall were parish clerks, because they bear • 
three church bells ; were the bells hawks' bells, the first Porter 
to assume them might have been a falconer. 

Loss of Cant or Allusion- — Having now, from local ex- 
amples, illustrated Mr. Planche's theory of the *^ cant or 
^' allusion " in coats of arms, let us consider how it is that we 
cannot now read such ** cant or allusion " in all coats of arms. 
That a family should have a permanent surname is a very 
modem invention, not at this day seventy years old in some 

f>arts of Great Britain. In early Cumberland and Westmor- 
and history surnames were by no means fixed : the grantee 
of an estate became known by its name ; away then went 
his earlier name, and away went any canting allusion in his 
coat armoury to that name. A change in a man's office or 
estate would frequently obscure the cant or allusion in his coat 
armoury. The JPonsonbys are no longer barber-surgeons, nor 
are the Forsters foresters, and tradition alone telTs us the 
meaning of the combs and bugles borne on their respective , 
shields. Could we unravel the early history of the Briscoes, 
the Whelpdales, and the Patricksons, who all bear three grey- 
hounds, we might find them to have been the huntsmen of tne 
great local forests : the gauntlets displayed by Vane, the steel 
caps by Lutwidge, ana the spur rowels by Crackenthorpe, 
may indicate, that the early Vanes, Lutwidges, and Cracken- 
thorpes, were squires of the body to some great steel-clad 
knignt, or possibly, like Harry the Glover, of great repute as 
armourers. Fletchers may have been great smiths ere they 
became merchants, and thus have assumed the spear heads in 
their coat armoury. Warcop and Christian, both of whom bear 
cups on their shields, may have been cupbearers to some high 
baron or earl. Gaskarth of Hill Top was probably an archer, 
for he beareth three arrows. The wool-packs in the arms of 
Johnson of Castlesteads may point to wool-stapling, once 
England's most important trade, or to hi^h juaicial office, 
assuming an early Johnson to have sat on his wool-packs, in- 
stead of exporting them. Change of name and change of 
office, and lapse of time have deprived us too often of the 
keys to the riddles our local coat armoury presents to us. 
Other causes, too, have operated, by introducing additional 
charges into shields, to complicate them, and thus obliterate 
the *< cant or allusion " they once certainly contained. 

Marks 
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Marks of Cadency^ a Cause — One of these causes is the 
practice of introducing into shields differences, in order to dis- 
tinguish between the Tarious branches of the same fttmily. 
Books on heraldry lay down very precise and pedantic rules as 
to how thb is to be done, by the use of files or labels, martlets, 
crescents, &c., rules which no one ever observes. The earlier 
heralds cared little for such rules, though we do find MultoR 
of Gilsland bearing a file or label to distinguish him firom 
Multon of Egremont; they differenced shields in a much 
more artistic manner, of which Cumberland gives some fine 
examples. Take Swinburne of Hughthwaite in Cumberland : 
in the Glover's roll Adam de Swinburne beareth on a red 
shield three silver boars* heads. A younger Swinburne of the 
same family settled in Cumberland : he did not difference the 
femily coat by sticking thereon a martlet or a crescent, but he 
powdered his red shield with little silver cross-crosslets to make 
a distinction between his coat and that of the elder branch of 
the family* The Windsor, who settled at Farlam in Cumber* 
land, adopted a precisely similar device to denote that he was 
the younger branch of his family, except that he used cross- 
crosslets of gold* In the south of England the De Trumping- 
tons did the same, and we may generally be correct in taking 
the cross-crosslets to denote the younger branch of a family. 
If, then, we look at the cross-crosslets in the arms of the 
Howards of Norfolk, of Naworth, and of Corby, we read, 
as clear as in print, that wherever the eldest branch of the 
Howard femoiily is now to be found, these noble families are all 
butyounger branches. 

The De Lucys (Glover's Boll) differenced by changing 
their lucies from argent to or, and by powdering the field with 
crosslets, first of silver, and afterwards of gold. The Vauxs 
afford another instructive instance of how the early heralds 
differenced coats of arms. Vaux of Gilsland bore a shield 
chequered red and gold, and the red and gold chequers of 
the great baron of Gilsland must have been well known, 
and inseparably associated with the name of Vaux. From 
the same stock sprang other local families of Vaux, inferior 
in dignity and wealth to the great Baron of Gilsland. These 
families did not bear the red and gold chequers of the great 
baron, differenced by martlets and crescents. They adopted 
another plan. Vaux of Catterlen assumed a golden shield, 
and put a fess, a broad stripe, of the red and gold chequers 
across it, while Vaux of Tryermain, according to Lysons, 
displayed a red and gold chequered bend across a green shield. 
Vaux of Corby (tricked by St. George) bore on a silver 
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shield a bend of the family colours. Vauz of Catterlen, put 
also on his shield, just mentioned, three rarbs. Vaux of 
Torcrossock took the same shield, but with six ^arbs. No one 
from their respective coat armoury could take Vaux of Tryer- 
main, of Catterlen, or of Corby for the well-known baron of - 
Gilsland ; yet no one could fail to read on their coat-armoury 
that they claimed to be nearly connected with him. Richmond 
of Highhead Castle we know to have married an heiress of one 
of these families of Vaux, and to have thereon added the red 
and gold chequers to his armorial bearings. When, then, we 
find Leigh of Isel bearing a red and gold chequered bend over 
his aziye and silver shield, we may be sure that, in some way, 
probably by marriage, he claimed connection with the Vaux. 
Thus we have in Cumberland a " group of arms" charged, 
more or less, with gold and red chequers.* 

To this important subject of grouped arms we shall recur. 

Cumberland affords other instances of the way in which the 
older heralds differenced coats of arms: thus Lowther of 
Cockermouth and Fletcher of Tallantire Hall placed over the 
arms of the respective heads of their houses a bend gules. 
Dykes of Wartholl (see St. George's visitation) varies his 
paternal coat by the addition of a fess vair gules and ermine. 
The two families of Denton bear the same arms, but one has 
three martlets in chief, and the other three cinquefoils, pointing 
possibly to a third and lost, but elder branch, not unlikely to 
be found in their neighbours the Multons of Gilsland, both 
Dentons and Multons displaying silver shields charged with red 
bars, as do the Martindales, and the Muncasters or Mulcasters, 
who may have a connection with the Multons of Egremont, and 
most certainly with one another. Each bears a bend over the 
red and silver Multon shield, Martindale a bend of sable, and 
Muncaster or Mulcaster of azure. Skelton of Armathwaite 
and Skelton of High House each bore three gold fleur-de-lis 
on a blue shield, but the first put across it a silver fess charged 
with a Cornish chough, while the second had his fess red, but 

* St. George giyet the arms of Vanlx, thus. " Quarterly of four^l. Or, a 
fess chequj gules and of the field betwixt three garbs of the second, (Vaulz of 
CaterWn). 2. Gules, a fess chequy of the field and or, betwixt six garbs of the 
last ( vaulx of Caterlyn). 3. Argent, a bend counter cooipone or and gules, 
(Yaulx of Tredermajne, in Comberland.) 4. Vert, a cross moline or, (Delamore 
of CombMand).- 

This is a yery instractiTe composition : we see three younger branches of the 
great house of Vaux each selecting a diiferent colour for their shields, gold, 
red, and silver, but each putting prominently across them the red and gold 
chequers. The bearers of the first and second quartered shield* are eyideutly 
more nearly allied to one another, than to the bearer of the third. 
19 .B.—Tbe second quartered shield is generally aasigned to Yaalx of Torcrossock. 
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edged with silver. Again Kirkbride of Cumberland bore on 
a silver shield a cross engrailed vert, while Kirkbride of 
Northumberland differenced by turning the cross into a sal tire. 
A Sir Edmon de Acre or Dacre differenced the family arms, 
g^les three escallops silver, by having the field semee of trefoils 
or, (see Roll Edward II.); in the same roll Thomas de Pickering 
differenced the family arms, argent a lion rampant sable,* by 
putting^ them within a bordure gules bezantee. The blue and 
gold chequered shield of the De Cliffords, Earls of Westmor- 
land, is found differenced by a red bend, or a red fess across it. 
At Dugdale's visitation in 1665, the Senhouses of Alne- 
brough and of Seascales bore the same coat without difference ; 
so did the Patricksons of Caswell and those of Stockhow. 
Curwens of Workington and Curwens of Camerton differenced 
according to modern practice by a crescent added to the arms 
of those of Camerton, This was, however, in comparatively 
modern times. The various branches of the Featherstone- 
haughs all bear different, but very similar arms, and the oldest 
branch has the simplest. This is an invariable rule; the 
simpler coat denotes the older branch. The Scottish heralds 
differenced in the same manner, as we have shown the earlier 

Eractice in Cumberland was, and the various arms bore by the 
ranches of the Stuarts illustrate this well. Another Scottish 
instance may be found in my own family ; the various Ferguson 
coats of arms, carried by different branches of the name, vary 
widely; but if arranged side by side, it is at once apparent 
they all came from some common origin. 

A very beautiful local instance of this method of differing 
coats of arms is to be found in L Bum and Nicholson, 183. 
There is set out a grant by the then Clarencieulz, king of 
arms, to Rowland and Miles Philipson, alias Therlwall, of a 
difference to the arms of Miles the younger brother, viz., a 
border of gold round the family arms: to each brother is 
granted the same crest, five ostrich feathers, but in Rowland's 
case three of the feathers are to be argent and two gules, and 
in the case of Miles two argent and three gules. 

Marriage, a Cause. — Marriage, too, tended to obliterate the 
original meaning of the charges on a coat of arms. Sometimes 
the gentlemen took the lady's name, or the name of her estate, 
or a part or whole of her paternal coat of arms. Thus when 
Wharton of Wharton married the heiress of Hastings of 
Croglin in Cumberland, he took, not the lady's name, but 
her paternal coat of arms, viz., a maunche argent in a sable 
field, and (as his own coat was a saltire of lion's paws on a 

* ThetiDctures are giyen differently in Lyson's. 

d olden 
OOQlC 



The Heraldry of Cumberland and Westmorland. 3 1 1 

golden fieW^ he encircled the lady's arms with a border of ffold, 
charged witn lion's paws in saltire ; in fistct framing the Hast- 
ings shield in his own. Such combinations as this would tend 
greatly to obscure the original cant or allusion in a coat of 
arms. We may sometimes make a bold guess, and read a coat 
of arms backwards : may not the Porters of Bolton in Cumber- 
land owe their church bells to an alliance with the Bells of 
that place, who, probably, like the Scotch family of that name, 
bore the canting charge of church bells. The very singular 
shield borne by Browne of Tallentire, viz., argent three 
martlets in pale sable, between two flaunches of the second, 
each charged with a lion passant of the first, must point to an 
alliance between the Brownes and some &mily, who bore a 
silver lion or lions on a black field.* 

Augmentation for Honour^ another cause. — There is yet 
another mode in which coats of arms became complicated, and 
the tale they originallv told obscured, that is, by augmentations 
granted or assumed in commemoration of some distinguished 
exploit. We can find local instances of this ; the Howards 
carry, charged on a bend, the arms of Scotland as an honour- 
able augmentation in commemoration of the services of an 
ancestor at Flodden Field. Among the heraldic records dis- 
persed at Irton was the copy of a grant of an honourable 
augmentation made to a Cumberland man. This is now in 
the possession of Mr. Jackson of Fleatham House St. Bees, 
who kindly lent it to me. The grant is made by William 
Fowler, Norroy King of Arms, tempore Queen Elisabeth, to 
** William Towerson, citizen and merchant, of London, as 
*< well adventurer of the Societies of M oscovie, Spaine, Portin- 
** gall, and ye East Pans a younger brother of theTowersons of 
^* Coupland, in the countie of Cumberland." In quaint lan- 
guage the deed recites Mr. Towerson's vovages to the African 
Coast ; his fights there with the Portingalls and Negroes, near 
the Castle of the Mine,t and his navaJ engagements with the 

* From Cooke's Vititatton of London in \GI5S, I find, since I wrote the abore 
paper, that Thomas le Taylor de Garleill, in Com. Cnmbland, who married an 
Aglionby, bore sable a lion passant argent. There is, then, most probably some 
connection between the Le Taylors, who settled in London afterwards, and the 
Brownes of Tallentire. 

f The Csstle of the Mine is now the notorious Elmina. It waa a Portagnese 
trading port ; and Towerson made two or three Toyages to its neighbourhood, 
when the Portugese tried to prerent his trading with the natiTes, but in Tain. 
The family of Towerson still flourishes in Copeland district, and is yery common 
in the 8t. Bees register, as far back as its commencement in 1538. There is in 
that register, the entry of the marriage of Maria Towerson to an Edmund 
Spencer, whom some hare cociectured to be the poet himself. Towerson'a 
Toyages are fully set forth in Hakluyt. The famous naTigator, John Hawkins, 
father of the slaye trade, had granted him by Queen Elisabeth for orett, * a negro 
bound with a rope all proper. —An honourable augmentation \ 1 1 
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French, Portingall, and Spanish Ships, and proceeds to grant 
him the right to add to his own arms (which were gules a fess 
between three boars' heads couped ermine) <* for an apt signi- 
'' ficant declaration of his said voyages and navigations on a 
^* canton argent, a shippe sable, with all the equipage and 
" furniture." It also gave him for a crest "a negro in proper 
** colours prepared for the contest." 

The boar carried by Gilpin is said to have been granted to 
the founder of that family as an honourable augmentation, 
because he slew a mighty beast of that kind, that was ravaging 
Westmorland. The grant is said to have been made by one 
of the barons of Kendal. I. Bum and Nicholson, 136. 

Power of a Subject to Grant Augmentations for Honour, — 
Leaving now my illustrations from local examples of Mr. 
Planche's thesis, with which I commenced, I would draw 
attention to few more noteworthy points in our local heraldry. 
To continue the subject of honourable augmentations to a coat 
of arms, we find that in one important instance such were 
granted not by the Crown, but by a subject, by the Baron of 
Graystock, under the following circumstances : — Adam Blen- 
cowe served in the French wars under the baronial banner of 
William Baron of Graystock, and Lord of Morpeth ; he carried 
that banner at Cressy and Poictiers, and was rewarded by the 
following grant — " To all to whom these presents shall come 
"to be seen, or heard, William Baron of Graystock, Lord of 
^^ Morpeth wisheth health in the Lord. Know ye, that I have 
" given and granted to Adam de Blencowe an escutcheon sable 
" with a bend clossetted or barred argent and azure with three 
" chaplets gules and with a crest clossetted argent and azure 
" of arms to have and to hold to the said Adam and his heirs 
^* for ever. And I and my heirs will warrant to the said Adam 
" and his heirs the arms iJbresaid. In witness whereof I have 
" to these letters patent set my seal. Written at the Castle 
" of Morpeth, the 26th day of February in the 30th year of 
" the reign of King Edward the Third after the conquest." 
The Baron of Graystock's arms were three chaplets of red 
roses on a silver and blue field, and he granted to Adam de 
Blencowe the right to bear on a sable shield a bend of silver 
and blue charged with three chaplets of red roses ; Blencowe's 
arms might be blazoned as sable a bend of Graystock.* Mr. 

* Orer the door at Blencowe Hall are some Bhields of arms : the lower one is 
the old arms of the Blencowes : above it are two shields, probabW of families 
with whom the Blencowes intermarried, and above all is a shield defaced, appar- 
rently purposely defaced. It has been suggested, and with great reason, by the 

West 
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West, in his antiquities of Furness, writes of this grant : 
" This helps to explain the analogy that appears in the arms 
" of many ancient families. Some probably borrowed their 
" coat-armourie from the lords of whom they held their lands 
" in fee : ouhers assumed the arms of those families with whom 
" they were connected in blood or allied by marriage ; ana 
" many received arms from those to whom thoy were mo 
"devoted." Mr. West is also the originator of the phrase, i 
have so often employed, of " Grouped Arms." ^ . ^ 

Let us now see how many gproups we can find in Cumberi 
and Westmorland. .i. ^ 

1. The Vaux or baronv of Gilsland group ; several kJ"*"^ 
of the name of Vaux, the tlichmonds, and the Lei^jhs all carry 
the red and and gold chequers of Vaux. , ^^^ 

2. The Multon group, comprising Multons of Gi'*;*^^ rter 
of Egremont, two families of Denton, Martindale, Mulcas^^ 
or Muncaster, Derwentwater, and Awsthwaite, all of w 

had red and silver barred shields. V>ore 

3. A barony of Graystock group: the ^^^ **®'^'' ^ioiis 
three cushions on his shield, Redman bore gules three cusn 
ermine, and Button gules three cushions argent. ^^tock 

4. A second barony of Graystock group,— the Uray 
Blenco we ^roup already discussed. t f a l^icre, 

5. A third barony of Graystock group,— 1^^^"^ ^r^en^- 
baron of Graystock, bearing gules three escul ops ^^ ^£ 
Lay ton of Dalemain, his neighbour, bears ^?f ^^T \£ sabl^ 
Dacre eounterchanged. Layton could not add ;?* *" ^^urs^ 
shield a bend of Dacre without counterchanging ("j', ^y^jdry 
or else he would get colour charged on colour, ra«® , ^^ crreat; 
Now the Laytons held the manor of Dalemain ot in J> ^leLdi 
barony of Graystdck, and thus no doubt ^^^^^p^^keTmoiitl^ 
granted them, the Dacre bend. Bouche ot v.u Q^^^ge 
bore also silver escallops, five on a sable »'^^®'f '^.^^ "on a re A 
tncks Genton as bearing three ^d a silver ^^'^^^^ i^^^^^j, shield - 
field; and Fallowfield has three of gold on a o sUvcr 
Strickland of Westmorland bore on a black shield tnre 
escallops within a bordure. - — 



l>efoTO 



Rev. T. Lees of Wreay that it was defaced bT Botne ^«'*lutt\e re^rerenc 
byp^prdale during h(s Visitation. OBgll J would ^^^^^^ 
coat of arma which was not granted by the Crown. .^^ ^^^s gule» a ^«^feoS^Vc»X 
mentjoned the arms of Bleocowo of Blencowc are ^^^f^X^S ^rit\.^^J^^^X^ ^^ 
probabljr a clerical error for a canton argent, (the li^t being ^^^^ ^^^^♦^^A \>5 
contractiona) the old arms of BlencoweT It i* thus e^»^^^ed those B^o--^^^t 
inrestiVratcd the anna of Bencowe. and that he l^»?.;f"?h% defacing X^^^™^ 
the baron of Grajratock. This adds to the probability «* y citation. ^--^v\V 

JBlencoive nail, at .^hich J ev/omd doTibtleBS Sail during 1^^^ ^^ JS^ V>aYOV>^ 
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6. A barony of Cockermouth fi^roup ; Brougliam bears the 
same arms <is Lucy baron of Cockermouth, but with the 
addition of a chevron ; so does Binham, as tricked in St. 
George's Visitation of Cumberland. 

7. A Millom barony group : Huddlestons, baronial lords of 
Millom, bore gules, a'fret of six pieces, argent. The follow- 
ing Cumberland or Fumess families bore a fret of six pieces : 
Le Fleming of Kydal, gules, a fret argent ; Audley, gules, a 
fret or ; Blunston, argent, a fret gules ; Harrington, sable, a 
fret argent ; Maltravers, sable, a fret or ; Salkeld, vert, a fret 
argent ; Vernon, argent, a fret sable. Of the following the coats 
are fretty, Bella, Cansfield, Curwen, Craunford, Hamelden, 
Ireby, Lewthwaite, Thomborough, Thwaites, Tunstell, and 
Willoughby. Nearly all these families came from the neigh- 
bourhood of Millom, either from Funioss or West Cumberland. 

8. A barony of Burgh group : the Engaynes barons of 
Burgh, bore a dancette, I believe, though I cannot just now 

•find the authority ; so did Stanwix, Sandis, and Southaik.* 

9 A Kendal group : The Lancasters, the ancient barons of 
Kendal gave argent two bars gules, on a canton of the second 
a lion passant guardant or. The following list comes from 
West's Furness.: — Broughton of Broughton, the same arms 
but the canton charged with a cross or. Bardsey of Bardsey 
the same, but the canton charged with a maunch argent. 
Preston of Preston Patrick the same, on the canton a cinque- 
foil or. Kirkby of Kirkby the same, on the canton a cross 
moline or. Lovick of Lovick the same, but, instead of the 
canton, on a chief argent three mullets gules. Mr. West 
writes, ^^ these were the ancient and honourable Furness fami- 
lies, who by their arms claimed connection and alliance with 
the barons of Kendal. Martindale and Mulcaster may belong 
to this group rather than to No. 2. Copeland also bore argent 
two bars and a canton gules, overall a garter sable ; see I. 
Burn and Nicholson p. 121, but St. George, instead of the 
garter, gives a bend sable. 

10. A De Meschines or Earl of Cumberland group : De 
Meschines, Earl of Carlisle or Cumberland, bore a lion ram- 
pant ; so did the local families of Warwick, Halton, Orton, 
Bird, Fairfax, Dudley, Pickering, and Leyburn. 

11, A second Earl of Carlisle or Cumberland group : 
Harcla, Earl of Carlisle bore a cross ; so did Fletcher, Moresby, 

* The BeaamontB (see English Baronetage 1741, yol. 5, p. 399) among their 
42 qnarterings quarter Eogayne, a fees iudented between six croM-croBsIets. 
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Orfeur> Kirkbride, Bouche, Ellis of Bothel (tricked by St. 
George) and Thwaites.* 

1 2. A third Earl of Carlisle group : Hay, Earl of Carlisle, 
bore three escutcheons ; so did Hodgson, as tricked by St. 
George. 

13. An Earl of Westmorland group : Vipont bore or six 
annulets gules; Lowther or six annulets sable; Musgrave 
azure, six annulets or ; Hellebeck of Westmorland gules six 
annulets or, with a bordure ens^railed arg;ent. 

In Jefferson's Leath Ward is tne following note p. 1 12. 

*^ A seal of one member of this family (Vetriponte) bore 13 
** annulets, 4, 4, 3, and 2, and another 9 annulets, 3, 3, 2, 
"and I. The seal of John de Veteriponte, who died about 
" 1241, bore on a knight's shield and on the trappings of his 
" horse annulets ; hence says the Countess of Pembroke's MS. 
" the gentry in Westmorland who held under this family gen- 
" erally also bore annulets, differing in number and colour.'' 

14. Carlisle of Carlisle, Lamplugh, and Delamore of Cum- 
berland, and Upton of Westmorland, all bore a cross moline 
This group may be merely a variety of No. ll.f 

15. Brisco, Whelpdale, Pairickson, Machel, and Matholl, 
(see St. George) all bore greyhounds : this class is however, 
probably, a class of arms of office. 

Thus then we find our local coat armourie dividing Into 
several groups, some of which may be merely my guess work, 
though others cannot be doubted, and are supported by his- 
torical evidence. It is curious, though but what might have 
been expected, that (with the exception of the last two groups) 
the head of each is a baron or earl. That these groups are 
not mere chance similarities is shown by the fact that they do 
not include the families that have onlv been in Cumberland 
or Westmorland since Queen Elizabeth's time. The arms of 
the Howards, Wyndhams, Lawsons, Hasells, and Fether- 
stonehaughs find no place for them in these groups ; they are 
composed solely of families of much older local date. Lysons 

S'ves a list of 40 families extinct in Cumberland before 1500 ; 
eir coat armouries are not known, but were they, they would 
probably sort into their places in the groups we have just 
enumerated, or even form new ones, for we do not know the 
arms of many of the early local barons. 

* ThwaiteB and Boache figure also in other groups : that is to be expected ; a 
man might well be connected with one baron, and serve another, and wish to 
mark both these circnmstances on his coat armoury. 

t The old seal of the Corporation of Carlisle bore on its roTerse a cross, ap- 
parently moline, between foar roses. Can this be referred to the same origm, 
and be connected with the authority of the Horolas io Carlisle in early days? 
Mort than one Harcla was gOTernor of Carlisle. 

This 
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This result is a very curious and su^estive one, especially if 
we couple it with the fieust that other local families of coeval 
local date with the grouped ones may be shown, like the 
Swinbumes and Windsors, to be younger branches of families 
from a distance, having their own coats^ or like the Ponsonbys 
and Forresters, to be bearers of arms of office. 

Mr. Boutell in his Heraldry Historical and Popular, observes 
that the garbs, borne in the arms of the earls of Chester, are ap* 
parent in the greater number of the shields of the nobility and 
gentry of the County Palatbe of Cheshire. This observation 
supports what this paper endeavours to prove. I should like 
to see an investigation, similar to what I have attempted for 
Cumberland and Westmorland, carried out for other counties. 

Illustrations. 

These Illustrations are merely rude attempts to show the 
groups more clearly than can be done by a description alone. 

Plate I. 

I, Old Wharton ; 3, Hastings ; 2, New Wharton after 
marriage with Hastings ; the remaining shields on this plate 
and on plate I. (bis) show local examples of di£Ferencing, 4, 
Lowther; 5, Lowther of Cockermouth; 6, Kirk bride of Cum- 
berland; 9 Kirkbride of Northumberland; 7, Fletcher; 8, 
Fletcher of Tallantire ; 10, Dykes; 11, Dykes of Wartholl; 
[12, is Sykes but the chevron is omitted] ; on plate 1. (bis) 
1, is Swinburne ; 4» Swinburne of Hughwaite ; 2, Dacre ; 5, 
Sir Edmon de Acre; 3, Windsor; 6, Windsor of Farlam; 
7, 8, 10, and 11, shew successive stages of the Howard coat 
of arms; 9, is Skelton of Armathwaite ; and 12, Skelton of 
High House. 

Platb II. 

Group I. — 1, Vauz of Gilsland; 2, Vaux of Tryermain; 
3, Vaux of Catterlen ; 4, Vaux of Torcrossock ; 5, Vaux of 
Corby ; 6, Leigh ; 7, Richmond. 

Group III. — 1, First baron of Graystock; 2, Redman; 
3, Hutton. 

Platb III. 

Group II.— 1, Multon of Gilsland; 2, Multonof Egremont; 
3, Denton of Denton ; 4, JMartindale ; 5, Mulcaster ; 6, 
Awsthwaite ; No. 7, Derwentwater ; 8, Denton of Cardew. 

Group IV. — I,. Graystock; 2, Blencowe. 

Platb IV, 
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Platb IV. 

Group V. — 1, Dacre ; 2, Layton of Dalemain ; 3, Boucbe ; 
4, Genton ; 5, Fallowfield ; 6, Strickland. 

Group VI. — 1, Lucy ; 2, Brougham ; 3, Rinham. 
Group XII. — i, Hay, Earl of Carlisle ; 2, Hodgson. 

Plate V. 

Group VII. — i, Huddleston ; 2, LeFleming ; 3, Dudley ; 
4, Blunston ; 5, Harrington ; 6, Maltravers ; 7, Salkeld ; 8, 
Vernon; O, Curwen ; 10, Ireby ; 11 » Tbomborough ; 12, 
Thwaites. 

Platb VI. 

Group VIII. — 1, Engayne; 2, Stanwiz; 3, Sandis ; 4, 
Southaiic. 

Group XIII. — 1, Vipont; 2, Lowther; 3, Musgrare ; 
4, Heliebeck. 

Platb VIL 

Group IX — I, Lancastre; 2, Brougbton ; 3, Bardsey ; 4, 
Preston ; 5, Kirkby ; 6, Lovick ; 7. Uopeland. 
Plate VIII. 

Group X. — I, De Mescbines ; 2, Warwick; 3, Halton ; 
4, Orton; 5, Bird; 6, Fairfax; 7, Pickering; 8, Leyburn; 
9, Dudley. 

Plate IX. 

Group XL— 1, Harcla, Earl of Carlisle; 2, Fletcher; 

3, Moresby; 4, Orfeur; 5, Kirkbride; 6, Bouche; 7, ElEs; 
8, Thwaites. 

Plate X. 

Group XIV — 1, Carlisle; 2, Lamplugh; 3, Upton; 4, 
Delamore. 

Group XV, — 1, Brisco; 2, Patrickson ; 3, Whelpdale; 

4, Machell ; 5, Matboll, the colours are marked wrong of this 
coat ; they should be the same as those of Machell, for which 
I rather tnink MathoUisa slip of St. George. 



Digitized by 



Google 



(318) 



Art. XXXVII. — A Runic Inscription on HessHgil Crags : 
Murchie's Cairn. By the late Rev. John Maugban, A.B., 
Rector of Bewcastle. 

Read at Penrith^ August 16/A, 1873. 

DURING the summer of 1872, a Scandinavian Runic In- 
scription was discovered by a shepherd, named John 
Davidson, on one of the Hessilgil Crags, on the Highgrains 
Farm, in the parish of Lanercost, in the county of Cumberland. 
The Hessilgil Crags are about half a mile north of the Barn- 
spike Crags, where a Runic Inscription was discovered in 1864, 
which is recorded in Prof. Stephens's Work on the Old- 
Northern Runic Monuments, page 648. Like the Barnspike, 
the Hessilgil Inscription faces the north, and is well protected 
from the weather by another crag, which stands close to it, 
and forms a barrier against the shower and the blast. The 
Runes may be read as on the accompanying illustration, 
being about the same size and shape as those at Barnspike. 
In a modern notation it reads thus : 

ASKRHRITAHAFTGILHI M T H I G A 
H ES S I L LIT 

askr hritah aft Gil himthiga 
Hessil (lit) 

^' Askr wrote this in memory of the son of his companion 
Hessil." On these words I shall now make a few brief obser- 
vations. 

ASKR. This may be either the name of ASK or ASKR, 
as in proper names the R final often merely denotes that the 
noun is in the nominative case. Here, however, I prefer 
ASKR because we have a remarkable trace of him in the 
word ASKERTON, the name of one of our noted Border 
Castles, and probably the ancient residence of this ASKR, 
whom, with his friend Hessil, we may suppose to have been an 
old Norse pirate, and to have settled in this district and given 
his name to it. The township of Askerton lies on the north 
side of the parish of Lanercost, is about ten miles long, and 
five miles broad, and contains the Barnspike and Hessilgil 
inscriptions, which are about three miles from the far-famed 
inscription on the Bewcastle Cross. In very old records 
Askerton appears to have consisted of two Askertons, so that 
we may assume that the family of ASKR had flourished in 

these 
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these parts, as the Bueths had done on the north side of them, 
Adhere they gave the name to the large district of Bewcastledale. 

HRITAH. This is a very curious formula, perhaps a 
perfectly unique specimen not hitherto found in any other in- 
scription. It may be either the third person singular of the 
perfect tense of the verb RITA; or it may be the infinitive 
mood with the verb " LIT," of which we have a slight trace* 
In either case, it simply denotes that Askr '* wrote this," or 
^^ caused it to be written." The meaning is precisely the same. 

AFT. This word, which is common enough in these old 
inscriptions, evidently denotes that the risting was ^' to," or 
" in memory of." 

GIL. In the Barnspike inscription this word is G I LHES, 
here we have it shortened into GIL, of which we find many 
traces in this district. It means ^' the son " — i.e, the son of 
Hessil — and it is remarkable that these crags are still generally 
well-known by the name of the Hessilgil Crags. They are 
thus a venerable old memorial of our foregangers. The rock 
bears no mark or trace upon it by which we may know whether 
it has been a christian or a heathen rune-stone, but still it 
must be regarded as another leaf from the Sybil's book, and I 
give the risting as I find it, so that everyone can judge for 
himself. About fifty yards on the north siae of the inscription 
is a distinct trace of a ring-barrow — probably the last resting 

Elace of this GIL, from which, if he could only raise his head, 
e could see the glistening waters of the Sol way. It has been 
adopted as a station by the Ordnance Surveyors. From these 
two adjacent fast-memorial-stones, Barnspike and Hessilgil, 
we may infer that these inscribed grave-marks were popular in 
this district, which was probably far more thickly populated 
then than at the present day. 

HIMTHIG A. On the runic stone discovered at Schleswig, 
Denmark, in 1858, this word formula occurs as HIMTHIGA: 
It is said to mean ** an attendant warrior who resided con- 
^* stantly with bis master or friend." The sign employed for 
M gives us, perhaps, an intimation that the inscription may 
belong to the later Scandinavian stave-row, probably about 
the 10th century, and, as the stone bears no vestige or emblem 
of the christian faith, we may further assume that it belongs 
to a heathen people. 

HESSIL. Of this person I know of no historic record. 
We know little however of the details of these olden times. 
What we do know is simply this, that these Scandinavian 
Vikings frequently landeu on these shores, and it seems 

possible 
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possible and likely that Askr and Hessil may have made a 
joint irruption, and occupied here, contiguous to and mutually 
supporting each other. Near the Highgrains Farmhouse are 
the remains of a very old and strong stone dwelling — ^about 
four feet high — with thick walls and very low and narrow 
doors. It may have been the stronghold of this Hessil. 

There is space for the words *^ this stin lit " and there is a 
slight but indistinct trace of the letters ^^ lit " as the conclusion 
of the inscription, but this is not material, for it would merely 
alter the rendering from '^ wrote *' to ^* caused this stone to 
« be written." 

This inscription adds another laurel to the Runic literature 
of the county of Cumberland, already rich in these Runic 
cumbels or grave-marks. We have now, as I fancy, 1 , The 
Bewcastle Cross rmsed in memory of king Alcfrid. 2, Bam- 
&j)ike Crag for Gilhesbueth. 3, Carlisle Cathedral for Ulphar. 
4, Bridekirk for Brokten, and now a fifth instalment for the 
son of Hessil. Hence wc may assume that this part of Eng- 
land was probably a colony of Scandinavia ; and tne numerous 
specimens of the Scandinavian language still existing in this 
district confirm this supposition. 

Murcuib's Cairn. 

I tis a remarkable fact that, about 25 years ago, the skeleton 
of a man was discovered by this same shepherd, lying on the 
same range of ground, about half a mile to the north of the 
Hessilgil Crags. We are well aware that various methods of 
disposing of the dead have prevailed in different periods, and 
in different tribes. Here we have a very rude specimen of the 
grave of one of our forefathers. The body had been naerely 
placed on the surface of the ground, near a peat-hag about 
three feet high, and then covered with a few stones, which 
served for its cyst and cairn. The site was on the edge of a 
small syke, near the head of the Bullcleugh Beck, ai the 
west end of a range of rising ground called the Murchies rigg, 
which possibly took its name from the person buried here. 
The body had been laid north and soutn, a small dry wall 
built along one side, and then it had been covered with two 
thin flagstones, reaching from the wall to the peat-brow on the 
other side. A few stones still remain to mark the spot. The 
bones were in a good state of preservation, but the legs 
had been contracted as usual. One of the thigh bones was 
broken, the other bones were perfect, except tne top of the 
skull which was not to be found, having possibly been crushed 
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in battle. These bones are now in Bewcastle churchyard. 
All the finger and other small bones of the hands were found 
in the lower part of the trunk, as if the hands had been laid 
across the. body, and had dropped in when the bowels decayed. 
Somie of the teeth were wanting, but there had been thirty-two 
cavities in the jaws. The skin was still remaining on one of 
ithe arms, from tne wrist to the elbow, having probably been 
tanned by the moss-water. One of the thi^h bones dropped 
from the body when it was lifted, and had a Tar^e piece of skin 
still under it. The hair was on the legs, andgenerally over 
the body, and had been of a dark red colour. The bones and 
joints of the spine were all in the right place. The shoulder 
bones appeared ito have been pushed oack under the spine, but 
the right shoulder was not in its proper position. The body 
had been laid on the left side, and as it was lying north and 
isouth it may be supposed that the man had beeii a Pagan 
iSaxon, for in migiy of the Saxon graves which have been 
opened, it is said that the body has been generally found lying 
from north to south. No minne-token, or carved stone me^ 
morial was found near it, but the cairn had unquestionably 
been a burial-place, and must be akiigned to a remote periods 



Art. XX^Wil.— Grey stoke Church, Historical. By 
C. J. Ferguson, Esq. 

Read at Greystoke, August \5tk, 1873^ 

GREYSTOKE Church is said to be the most extensive 
example of the perpendicular style in Cumberland, and 
consists of a nave, with north and south aisles, south porch^ 
chancel, sacristy (with chamber over), and a western tower. 
The first account of it, mentioned in the local histories, is in the 
year 1358, wheh William de Greystoke, pro salute animiBj 
gave to the Collegiate Church of Greystoke one messuage 
and seven acres of land at Newb^gen, also the perpetual ad- 
Vowson of the parish church of Greystoke, whereby it seems 
that the church was collegiate at or before that time : the 
first notice of the building itself is in 1382, when it is stated 
that the church being much out of repair, the wall crazv, the 
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belfry fallen in, and the wooden shingles on the roof mostly 
scattered, the inhabitants of Threlkeld and Wethenneloch were 
threatened with excommonication unless they contributed to 
the repairs. This notice is extremely curious, as it is the only 
instance I know of in which wooden shingles are used as a roof 
cover in Cumberland, and probablv points to some south 
country influence in the erection of the earlier church. Of 
this early church the only remains now existing are the chancel 
arch and others. The early church would stand partially on 
the same foundations as the present building. Doubtless the 
nave was of the same width and stood on the same foundation 
as the present nave arcade. The aisle would probably be of 
half the width of the present one, with small transepts. The 
chancel would be of a slightly greater width than tne chancel 
arch. In the same year, 1382, Ralf, Lord of Greystoke, 
obtained the issue of a commission of enquiry, and the result 
was that the revenues of the . church were stated to be 
sufficient to maintain two chaplains, the parish priest, and five 
other priests beside. He, therefore, applied to the Pope for 
licence to erect the college, and his holiness instructed his 
legate, Alexander Nevill, Archbishop of York, to comply with 
the baron's request. This was accordingly done ; a college of 
secular canons was founded, and 'Gilbert fiowett was instituted 
provost or master under the title of magister sive custos 
collegii perpetui de Graystockn At the same time six chan-' 
tries were founded in the church, to each of which a priest was 
appointed — St. Andrew, St. Mary, St. John Baptist, St. 
Thomas the Martyr, St. Katherine, and St. Peter. Doubtless 
after this extension of the foundation the intention of rebuilding 
the church in its present form was first entertained. I say in 
its present form, for although the chancel and tower have beeu 
since rebuilt, they seem to have been rebuilt on the old plan. 
Again I cannot help thinking that«ome south country influence 
was at work, for we find the architectural progress much more 
developed than is usual in the north at that time. We find 
indications of the chantries in the various piscinal or water drains 
which exist in the north and south aisles, and the chamber 
over the sacristy may be a living room for an anchorite or 
priest. The college or dwelling for the chantry priests would 
probably be on the north side of the church, but on these 
particulars I will not dwell, as Mr. Lees, of Wreay, who is 
conversant with every comer of the building, will, I hope, 
give us the benefit of his knowledge on the subject. Greystoke 
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Church contains several monuments of note. The most in- 
teresting b not at present tn situ^ but we hope that we may 
soon see it restored to its place. It is described in Jefferson s 
Leath Ward as a fine alabaster altar tomb, on which recline 
two knightSy the elder one in plate armour, without a helmet, 
the younger under a canopy, m plate armour, pointed helmet, 
and mail gorget, having a lion at his feet. His head rests on 
a cushion, supported by small female figures. The ancient 
altar stone still remains at the west end of the church. The 
bells are ancient and of great interest. One of the chief 
ff lories of Greystoke was its stained elass, of which the broken 
U'agments, so judiciously collected m the east window, even 
now put to the blush any modem glass. Since its collegiate 
days, Greystoke Church has undergone many alterations. In 
Bishop Nicholson's time the church is stated to be in a very 
bad state of repair. In 18 1 7 the tower was rebuilt, and in 18 18 
some extensive repairs were made. The piers of the nave 
arcade were all renewed, and Jefferson states were heightened 
considerably. In 1848, the chancel was re-built by uie mu- 
nificence of Mr. Howard. 



Art. XXXIX. — Greystoke Churchy Descriptive : its Vestry 
or Reclusorium, and its Monuments. By the Rev. T. 
Lees, of Wreay. 

Given at Greystoke^ August^ 15M, 1873. 

ON the occasion of the Society's vbit to Greystoke, the party 
alighted at the entrance leading to the rectory, and under 
the guidance of the Rev. T. Lees, of Wreay, proceeded to the 
churchyard. Mr. Lees gave an interesting description of the 
exterior and interior of the building, of which the following is 
a summary. He pointed out a corpse path and an ancient well, 
in the field at the north side of the church, which is called the 
<< Spillers," no doubt from suicides, those who have ** spilt " 
themselves being buried on that side. The ancient bridge and 
sanctuary stone on the road leading to the village, the found- 
ations of the ancient college and old rectory, and the traces of 
terraces in the field south-east of the church, were next 
alluded to. The old college building seems to have been pulled 
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down, and the old rectory built in 1 702-3, in Dr. Gibbon's time ; 
several entries are made in the register as to the progress of the 
work. A staircase from the old rectory (which was pulled down 
in Canon Percy's time) is now put up in the saddle-room of the 
stables at the new rectory. The great slate slab, forming a 
bridge across the adjoining stream, was pointed out as well 
worthy of notice. Foundations of buildings, probably anchor^ 
holds or <* reclusoria," were found in constnictine vaults in the 
churchyard at the north side of the church. This portion, as 
appears from the register, was used for the burial of suicides 
and mad folk, and a great prejudice even now exists against 
burial here. Some of the stones in the external walk of the 
church have evidently had brasses affixed when used in some 
other part of an earlier building. Over the exterior dopr- 
way of the south porch is a niche ror the statue of St. Andrew, 
the patron, and by the side of the porch rude stone seats are 
placed. The massive north door was examined with much 
interest by several of the visitors. Tradition says that it was 
fired at by stragglers from the Stuart army in 1745, and two 
bullet holes made in it. As it was at that time painted white 
it would offer a fair target fpr them as thev entered the village. 
The lock in this door, which is very large, was like tne 
one at Dacre, eiven by the famous Countess of Pembroke. 
The Dacre lock was also of great size, and bore the initials 
A.P., and the date 1671.* The present font was put up in 
1705 ; the ancient one is now in Matterdale Churchyard. On 
the pavement close to the wall, at the north side of the door 
from the nave to the belfry, is an old altar stone, marked with 
the usual crosses as emblems of the Five Wounds.. Several 
piscinae may sdll be noticed notwithstanding the whitewash, 
denoting the positions of various chapels. Externally in th^ 
south aisle appears a walled up door, which might be the 
Canon*s door, or lead to a reclusorium, or perhaps was a 
<< porta santa." Under the great window in the east wall of 
the south transept the Mary altar would stand, and mention is 
made in the registers of a step (probably the foot pace) ex- 
isting formerly where the Huddleston vault now is. The Four- 
teen men have a seat here. There is a glazed lychnoscope from 
the vestry to this transept, and one from the transept to the 
choir is said to have been built up at the last restoration. A 

* Mr. Leei •xplained that up to within a rery recent period the chnrofa door 
was wont to be ornamented with foxes' and rarens' heads, the sum of 3s. 4d. 
for the former and 4d. for the latter, being pud for their destruction. 
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door and winding staircase led from the north transept to the 
roof loft. The base of an ancient pillar, or perhaps of St. 
Andrew's altar, against the east wall of the north transept is 
said never to be dry. The church has been originally cruciform ; 
the chancel arch is part of the original structure, and, from its 
depression, seems to indicate that it had formerly helped to 
support a central tower. The choir screen shows signs of 
colour. Some of the misereres under the choir stalls are very 
curiously carved. One of these, " the pelican in ^her^ piety," 
was for- many years used as the sign of an inn near the church, 
which from this circumstance derives its modem name ** The 
Pelican," originally it was the " Mason's Arms." The finials 
to the seats are also curious. The sacrarium, as [usual in 
collegiate churches, is of great width, and the piscina and 
sedilia at the south end are worth notice. The fine eastern 
stained glass window is made up principally of fragments, 
representing, in the lower compartments, episodes in the life of 
St. Andrew, the patron saint. A mitred head pierced by a 
sword appears in one part, and this most probablv is intended 
for St. Thomas a Becket, to whom one of the chantries was 
dedicated. The *^red devil'* in the window is unique in 
colour.* 

The Vestry seems to have been at one time an anchorhold 
or reclusorium, as it presents several characteristics of such a 
dwelling. The Bavarian rule for recluses, given by Fosbrooke, 
describes the plan of such a cell. It was to be twelve feet 
long, and the same breadth, and was to have three windows, 
one towards the choir of the church to which it was attached, 
and through which the inmate might receive the Blessed 
Sacrament ; another on the opposite side through which he 
could receive food, and communicate with the outer world, and 
a third to give light, and this was to be closed with glass or 
horn. The vestry differs from this description in being rather 
larger, and having a room over it (it is twelve feet three 
inches by eighteen feet nine inches) having three windows 
besides the glazed lychnoscope ; and, evidently, formerly an 
altar of which the piscina now remains. From this we may 
conclude that the Recluse was a priest ; Inclusi in Holy 
Orders celebrated low masses. In the east wall is also a 
small niche for a lamp or statue. Two " Reclusi *' or " Inclusi " 
appear sometimes to have dwelt together, and such may have 

* There is a similarlj coloured deril at St. Marj Otterj, DeTon. 

been 
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been the case here, one living in the chamber, and the other 
in the vestry ; and the lychnoscope would accommodate both. 

In a paper entitled *^ Churchyard Anchorholds,*' by die 
Rev. E. L. Cutts, (published in the Churchman's Family 
Maga^ne vol. ii) there is a most interesting summary of in^ 
formation on this subject. The following extract seems 
applicable to the case before us. 

*^ One such anchorhold remains in a literally unchanged con* 
^^ dition at Kettendon, Essex. It is a stone building of the 
<^ fourteenth century^ two floors high, adjoining the north side of 
^* the church ; the lower floor is entered by a rather elaborately 
*< moulded doorway firom the chancel. This floor is now used as 
" a vestry, and is lighted by a modem window broken through 
^< the east wall, but it is described as having been formerly a 
^< dark room, and there is no trace of anv original window : in 
^* the north wall towards the east is a bracket such as would 
'^ hold a small statue or lamp. In the west side of this room, 
*^ on the left, immediately on entering it from the chancel, is 
*^ the door of a stone winding stair built up in the nave aisle, 
<^ which gives access to the upper story. This upper room 
•• agrees very exactly with the description of a recluse's cell." 

Mr. Bloxam, in a paper read before the Lincoln Arch»o« 
logical Society in 1853, mentions similar reclusoria at Clifton 
Campville, Sta£fordshire, Chipping Norton, Oxon, Warrington, 
Warwickshire. 

The chamber above may have been for a chantry priestt 
church watcher, or sacristan, if not a reclusorium. 

Monuments. 

In the south aisle. A monument to Alan Smalwood, said 
to have been removed from the north side of the altar. Also 
a brass to Miles Halton. 

South transept. The brasses in this transept are those of 
Wm. Bewley, and Esabell Whitlay his daughter; small figure 
brasses of Kycba Newport, Wepefride iNewport, and John 
Whelpdall formerly master of the college, and a plain brass of 
Alexander Dawson " Regester of " Karlii." 

Nave. Under the boarding of the seat immediately north 
of the reading desk is a small figure brass of Margaret wife 
of James Moresby. This was Margaret Tiliiol. 

Choir. On the floor in the midst of the chancel is the brass 
of ^< William le bone Baron " who died at Brancepetb Castle, 
and was buried here with great state in I3£9. 

^ To 
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To the east of this and near the steps of the sacrarium is a 
brass in memory of Thomas Eglisfelde and Walter Readmain. 
At the north end of the sacrarium is an incised slab, in memory 
of <^ Johes Codam Baro : de Graystok," last of the first House, 
who died in 1305. 

CuANTItlBS. 

There were six, each served by a priest of its own. They 
were in honour of St. Andrew, St. -Mary, St. John Baptist, 
St. Katherine, St. Thomas the Martyr, (a Becket) and St. 
Peter* We may conclude that the Manr chapel was at the east 
side of the south transept and St. Andrew's at the east side 
of the north transept The position of the other four cannot 
now be identified. 

NoTB Btr Editob.— The Bpelling ^'Grevstoke" is that now generally and 
anthoritatiyely (i.c., bv the parish and local authorities; adopted. In an article 
on Heraldry 1 adopted the spelling employed in a ^rant of arms made by one of 
the early barons, and a third, bat accidental, yariation appears on the plan of the 
church which accompanies these papers. 



Art. XI,.— Catterlen Hall. By Michael W. Taylor, M.D., 
Penrith. 

Read at Catterlen Hall, August 15/A, 1873. 

THERE is that strong Keltic ring in the sound of the word 
Catterlen, that we are prompted to appeal to Gaelic ethno-* 
grapbers for its derivation. Accordingly, they tell us, that 
the name is derived from the two Uibemo-Keltic words, 
ceather, the quadrangle, and ceana, of the marsh or river-side 
ground. 

The township and the bank on which this fortalice of 
Catterlen stands, are encompassed on the west, south, and east, 
by a bend of the river, Petteril, (Pedrogyl), before it enters 
its own proper valley, where assumes a straight northward 
course to Carlisle. In the elbow thus formed by the river 
through the land at Kettleside, {Ceather), there is much low 
marshy ground. 

That the country around this place, was extensively occupied 
by Keltic tribes, is evinced by the remains still existent, of 
the habitancy of an early people. These relics are scattered here 
and there, in the parish of Newton Reigny, just over Petteril ; 
I.e., — a camp adjoining the village, — an earthem barrow at 
Mossthoni)— a buried stone circle at the RiggSi— -remnants 
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of stone sepulchral rings at Sewborrens, — detached boulder 
stones, — probably forming part of a stone avenue, leading from 
Newton tnrough Sewborrens^ on the line of way to the river 
Eamont, towards the ford at Yatiwath. 

. The Roman occupation of this district \^ marked by the 
fine remains about three miles below, on the bank of the 
Petteril, of the camp of Voreda, or Old Penrith abd by the 
existence of a Roman road from that camp, through Penrith 
to Brougham, or Brovacum. 

The Angle and Saxon dominion has left an indelible stamp 
in the names of the adjoining townships and places ; as shewn 
by such Saxon words, as, Newton, Stainton, Plumpton, 
Hntton, Skelton, Newbiggin, Riggs, Kelbarrowj Thorn- 
barrow, &c. 

We find that at the time of the Norman Conquest, these 
lands of Catterlen were in the possession of the Saxon Haldan^ 
and that Hubert de Vallibus, or of Gilsland, a Nornaan 
follower of the despotic William, wrested the manor from 
Winifred the son of the Saxon Thane. Henry I. regranted 
and confirmed to the said Hubert, and his heirs, besides the 
barony of Gilsland, (the spoliation of a Saxon noble, onci 
Beuth), other manors, and amohggt them; ^< Kaderleng ciim 
" molindino quod Uchtredus filius Haldani tenuit." 

So was this manor of Catterlen apportioned to a branch of 
the great family of De Vallibus or Vaulx, which family during 
the reigns of the Norman Kings, and to the end of the reign 
of Henry III., possessed paramount power and influence, noi 
only in Cumberland as barons of Gilsland, but also in other 
parts of the kingdom. 

Catterlen Hall, like many other mediseval inansion houses 
in the northern counties, is a builjding of a very composite 
structure, and the marks of the additions and alterations that 
have been successively made, may be readily detected. 

You can trace three epochs of architecture. The pile 
occupying the northern end of the range of buildings, probably 
stood alone for a century. It is a border Pele tower, similar 
in construction to many others in the district; it is not a very 
early tower, the date may be about the middle of the fifteenth 
century. To this, in the sixteenth century, were added the 
hall and kitchen ; and a^ain in the middle of the seventeenth 
century, the more imposmg buildings approached by the flight 
of steps which proceed at a right angle from the southern face. 
Let us examine these different parts in detail. 

Firstjf 
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First, the Pele tower. This, in all its essential arrange- 
ments, is of the same type which characterizes the Pele towers 
in the neighbouring districts, and those of the Scottish border. 
In its dimensions it is smaller, (it is 30^ feet long and 19^ broad 
at base), than most of them. The masonry is not quite so 
good as in the towers of Yanwath and Asknam. The Pele 
consists of a basement story, containing one low barrel-vaulted 
apartment, now appropriated as a dairy. In this there are 
8<]^uare narrow openings, enlarfl^ements of the old loopholes, 
widely splayed inside. The walls are four feet thick. In the 
south-west angle there is the low pointed arched doorway of 
the newel staircase, which leads to the upper floors and battle- 
ments. In the upper apartments, the thickness of the wall is 
not sufficient to contain the stair, so that the circumference 
of the well encroaches on the angle of the apartments. 

The first story is occupied by one room — the Solar or King's 
Chamber, — dimensions, twenty-three by thirteen feet — ^attached 
to which is a very small closet. The chief li^ht in this chamber 
is the window on the east front ; it consists of two lights, 
with pointed arches, plain, with chamfered edge and wiuiout 
mouldings. Over the arch is a label moulding, enclosing 
a square frame, panelled; and in the spandrels are tnree shields, 
two plain, and the central one bearing the coat of the Vaulz of 
Catterlen. 

The roof of this and flooring of upper chamber are gone, 
but at the height of some feet the corbels which supported 
them remain. The walls retain the orijB^nal plaster, which 
probably was covered with fresco paintings. 

The chamber above is the ladies' chamber. This is lighted 
by two windows, one on the east and one on the north face of 
tower. The windows are each of two lights, separated by i^ 
muUion. They have pointed arches, with a pierced cinquefoil 
at the head, enriched with cusps, deeply recessed, with mould- 
ines. The original iron grilles across the casements remain. 
The newel stair issues on the roof under a pent- house at the 
south-west angle. 

The parapet of the roof is about six feet high, and 
crenellated. There are six embrasures on two sides and four 
on the shorter sides. The dimensions inside the parapet are 
twenty-seven by eighteen feet. Projecting from the cornice 
under the battlement on the northern and eastern aspects of 
the tower, there remain the waterspouts or gurgoyles ; these 
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are made to resemble cannons, a device that has been assumed 
in the waterspouts of the tower of Kirk-Andrews-on-Esk, and 
was a fashion in some Scottish Pele. 

Here, at Catterlen, as at the towers of Yanwath, Sock- 
bridge, Clifton, Hutton John, Hutton Hall, and many other 
instances, it had become a matter of necessity to provide extra 
accomodation for the increasing requirements and progress of 
the age. Hence, we find that in the course of the fifteenth and 
sixteenth centuries, ranges of buildings were added to one 
end of the tower. 

Here, at Catterlen, this addition is in the form of a long 
two-storied building, about twenty-two yards long, con- 
taining, on the ground floor, a hall and kitchen : and sleeping 
apartments on the upper stories. As we find by the inscription 
over the doorway, it was built by Rowland Vaux, in 1577. 
This is the principal doorway on the east front. It is flat- 
headed and surmounted by the usual square label or dripstone, 
of the Elizabethan i)eriod. The inscribed stone stands 
above the lintel, and is protected by a projecting label and 
square fram work. When Machel wrote his MSS., about 
the year 1690, he says; that over the old kitchen door 
at Catterlen hall, were the arms of Vaux in a roundel, 
viz., or, a fess cheeky or and gules, between three garbs 
gules, branded or. With this legend round in old char- 
hacters ; 

aiet mffq{ an\i faCtlfttlnet nebn gose treme t(e. 

and underneath, 

at tlCi tCme it Kotolanl^ Vwxx lorlr of t){0 ylace, anl^ luiRrel^ X%i% lousf 
in X\t 8(av of <9olr, 1577. 

With the letters R. V, A. V., viz. ; Rowland Vaux, Anne 
Vaux, the name of bis wife, who was daughter of a Salkeld. 

Now, as pointed out to me by Mr. R. S. Ferguson, Machel 
is incorrect m his description of the arms over the doorway at 
Catterlen. They are correctly expressed in Whelan's Cum- 
berland, p. 584, and in Jefferson's Leath Ward, pp. 149 and 
496. 

The 
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Afess cheeky betwixt six garbs; (vaulx of catterlbn), 
quartering^ a cross flory^ (dblamorb op Cumberland). 

Neither Jefferson nor Whelan knew the name of the 
quartered arms, but by a reference to St. George's visitation, 
it is found, that William le Vaulx married Isabella, heiress of 
Delamore, in the twentieth year of Edward IV., and the arms 
of Vaux and Delamore are there given as over the doorway at 
Catterlen. The arms on the tower are those of Vaux alone.* 

The chimneypiece in the hall is characteristic — it is a flat 
segmental arch, stretching across two-thirds of the room, in- 
closing a nook within which half-ardozen persons might cozily 
be seated. The windows of this part of the building are all of 
the same character, square-headed with square labels, divided 
into two and three lights by plain muUions, and with round seg- 
mental arches. The hall, now split up by partitions, original^ 
occupied the whole breadth of the building. It was well 
lighted by the windows on each side. The roof is low, and is 
particularly deserving of notice. It is a flat timber roof, ribbed 

* It U rer J curious that (as pointed oat by Mr. Jackson of St. Bees, at the meet- 
>nff t) }° both these instances, and also on a tomb in Newton Reignej Church, the 
arms of Vaux shew six garbs : orer the door to the wing at the top of the steps, 
are the arms of Vaux quartering Richmond, three garbs onlj. 

Now the arms with three garbs are generally supposed to be those of Vaux of 
Catterlen, and those with six, those of vaux of Torcrossock. It is curious to find 
them both at Catterlen. On reference to Machel, I find he notices this, but 
attributes it to carelessness on part of the carver. He also says that on the 
tower is a souara with a crowned M in it, which he explains to mean "Maria 
Cell R^ina,^ but it probably means Queen Mary, and alludes to repairs done 
in her time. R. S. F. 

and 
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and panelled, of p^ood workmanship, bat without much oroa- 
mentadon or camng. It is of the Tudor period, a style which 
preceded the ornamented and moulded plaster ceilings which 
were introduced into the north of Enfi^land in Elizabeth's reign, 
and in the succeeding reifipas, of which you have examples at 
the halls of Yanwath, Litue Strickland, Hartsop, Sockbridge, 
Hornby, &c. 

In tne sixteenth century, the old feudal custom was still 
maintained for the lord and his guests to dine in the hall in 
common with his yassals and retainers, who depended upon 
him for their food and housing. But after this period a yast 
change was in progress in regard to the domestic relations ex- 
isting between the lord and his household retainers. The 
infenor orders were no longer now under serfdom and yillainage 
as they were in feudal times. They had now become engaged 
in handicraft and profitable pursuits, by which they earned an 
independant subsistence, and by which they were enabled to 
lodge and feed themselyes. The serying men and women 
were hirelings, and it became a matter of taste that the lord 
and lady and their g^uests should wish to withdraw themselyes 
from the coarseness and clatter of the common hall. Hence, 
after this period, we find that the hall in its size, and in its 
decorations, lost its importance, and was no longer the princi- 
pal chamber of the dweUing. In the houses built in the 
seyenteenth century the requirements of the age led to the 
introduction of the dining room, and with-drawing room of the 
lord and lady. 

John Vaux, of Catterlen, the last of the name, died without 
male issue in 1642, and the manor descended to two daughters' 
co-heirs ; one of them, Mabel, chose for a husband a neigh- 
bouring squire, Christopher Richmond, of High Head Castle, 
which lay midway between this place and Cariisle, — which 
estate was subseq[uently acquired by the first Lord Brougham 
and Vaux. Christopher Richmond and Mabel Vaux probably 
were married about the year 1647, for I find that at the period 
of Dugdale's yisitation in 1665, they had issue— Christopher, 
aged 17 ; John, aged 16 ; and Magdalen, aged 12 ; ana that 
moreoyer to his second wife he had married Magdalen, 
daughter of Andrew Hudleston, Esquire, of Hutton John, and 
by her had issue — Dorothy, at the said yisitation, aged 1 year ; 
and Margery, aged 7 weeks. 

The old Pele tower and the premises built by Rowland 
Vaux, fell short of the requirements of the new married couple 

and 
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and the taste of the age, and in accordance with the custom of 
the times, they determined to make an addition to the old 
manorial residence. They accordingly resolved to build a 
wing at right angles to the old range of buildings, and this 
was completed, according to the dates I find affixed on three 
separate inscribed stones, in the year 1657- 

Gothie art was now dead ; the pointed arch was disused, and 
the cusps and tracery which had survived through the rich 
perpendicular period of Henry VII., gave way to the square- 
headed windows and plain mullions and transoms of the 
Elizabethan period, which were transmitted even into the 
Jacobean age. The revival of the style of classical Grecian 
and Roman architecture was influencing the taste of the age, 
and received an impetus in this country from the example of 
Inigo Jones. It was the so-called renaissance of art. 

You mark the transition here, in the doorway of the new 
wing, and in the whole character and ornamentation of the 
structure ; none of the early or decorated mouldings or orna- 
ments have been retained, except the square billet in the jambs 
of the doorway ; (an ornament imported into the Italian st^le), 
and in the feebly battlemented plaster cornice in the interior. 

This wing consists of a building^ 63 feet long, of two stories ; 
the lower containing kitchen ana offices, and the upper of a 
banqueting room, a withdrawing room, and a lord and lady's 
chamber. The upper storv is approached by a flight of six- 
teen steps. There hare been more buildings raised on a 
vaulted substructure abutting on the road wnich have now 
disappeared, and the vaulted cellars have been filled up with 
the rubbish. 

The doorway is ornamented in the Italian style. It is 
surmounted by an entablature bearing the coat of arms, crest, 
helmet, wreath, and scroll and date — you notice the Ionic 
columns.* The large hall in the interior is divided by a lath 
and plaster partition in two unequal portions, and it seems to 
have been ceiled in {)la8ter. At either end are two chimney- 
pieces deserving notice. They are both in the same style, 
and are of stone. The jambs are massive, curved outline, and 
boldly cut, and the shelf is cut in a fluted pattern. There is a 

^ The shield bears qnarterlj Richmond and Yaux ; dated 1652. Motto, 
«* Dto vioenU jwoanU.** Crest, a catamonnt sitting on a wreath, and holdioe out 
a helmet. Machel sajs that Id the dining room are the arms of Richmond im- 
paling a Quarterly Coat, ▼«., 1st and 4th (nncolonred) per bend indented three 
roses, apparently : 2nd and Srd or, a saltire aable. Hi» drawing (all he gites) 
is obtonre. • ^ 

device 
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device in the centre of each, consisting of the initials of the 
husband and wife — c ^ M — joined with a true lover's knot 
along with the badge of the fiemiiily, — the rose of Richmond — 
surmounting a V shaped heiurt, along with the date, 1657. 
This was a common custom in the Stuart period. In the 
chimneypiece in the bedroom you see a further development 
of the classical style, in the introduction of the female figures 
or caryatides which form the supporting jambs of the mantel 
shelf. 



Art. XLI. — On the Inscription at Blencowe Hall. By 
E. C. Clark, M.A., LL.M., Regius Professor of Laws at 
Cambridge. 

Note. — On the occasion of the Society's Tisit to Blencowe Hall, the 
following verbal description was given by Mr. 0. J. Ferguson : — 

Blencowe Hall consists of two square embattled towers connected by a 
curtain of domestic buildings. The south-west tower, which is rent from 
top to bottom, has one of smaller dimensions joined to its west side, form- 
ing the whole building into the shape of the letter L. This tower is 
made more picturesoue by u luxuriant plane tree, which has its root under 
the wall. The soutn-east tower has some plain gurgoyles remaining. 
The offices stand round a court-yard entered through an elliptic arch^ 
gateway. Behind the hall are the ruins of a chapel, with a yard belong- 
ing to it, in which is a reservoir, supplied by a spring of water, supposed to 
have been used as a baptistry : formerly it was faced with hewn stones, but 
they are now removed. The form was a square, each side about twelve 
feet, and about four deep. 14 ear the hall is an ancient burial-ground, 
with a stone cross, on which are the arms of Blencowe. 

The hall windows are square, with mullions and dripstones, the corbels 
of some of which are shields, having the initials H. B. and armorial bear- 
ings. Over the principal door are the initials H. B. and three shields : 
one of these defaced, evidently of set purpose ;* the second, is a chevron 
between three mullets, Crackenlhorpe ; and the third fretty and a chief. 
Lower down is a shield bearing the old arms of Blencowe, viz., a canton 
on a plain shield. Above tbe shield is the word " Quorsum ;" — on its 
right tne words " Vivere mori ;" — on its left, ** Mori vitae;" and below, 
<* Henricus Blencowe.'' Nearly all existing county histories quote this 
inscription, as if the last word was *' vita,*' instead of ** vit»,' which it 
undoubtedly is, thus shirking the difficulty of translating the correct version. 

After Mr. C. J. Ferguson had finished, some discussion arose as to tbe 
meaning of the inscription : it has since been laid before an eminent 
cLiBsicar scholar, Professor Clark, who has written the short but interesting 
note on it. 

* Sm ante p. 312. Note. 

If 
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F the inscription in question originally ran in the fonn 
given in the County Histories, t.e. 

QuoBSUM : 

VlVBRB MORI MORI VITA 



the line shewing the place of the shield, only one rendering 
appears to me possible. 

* Whither ? * (supply * are we bound ? ') * To live (is) to die, 

* to die (is) life.' 

The question will here be a mere expression of uncertainty, 
and the meaning of the whole may be thus paraphrased : 

•• That boiini we know not, unto which we tend; 
To lire maj be to die, to die be life." 

If, on the other hand, the original reading was vitae, this 
word and the first mort, must both be datives, and the very 
ingenious rendering of Mr. Lees, commends itself as the best 
possible. * To live to the fashion ^of this world) is to die to 

* life (eternal).' Here the first dative is taken to mean * in 

* accordance with,' the second *in respect of.' The latter 
construction at least is somewhat questionable, if tried by the 
standard of classical latinity. But the latin of heraldic 
mottoes is not to be tried by this test, and the pun on 
the double meaning of mori is in favour of Mr. Lees's 
interpretation, such conceits being common enough in these 
compositions. The meaning of the motto, under this in- 
terpretation, is perhaps not very obvious, but it is as much 
so as that of ^ mens cujusque is est qmsque,'* (Pepys) and 
and many others. Quorsum should now, to suit the rest, mean 
' To what end or object do we live,' rather than * whither are 
we going.' The former meaning is, I think, decidedly un- 
classical, but the remark made above upon the construction of 
the two datives will also apply here. 

All turns upon the correct readincr of the original motto. 
If both versions exist, on equal authonty, it seems to me more 
likely that the harder vitae should have been erroneously 
altered to the easier vita than vice versa. 



* The mind's the standard of etery man. 

Art. 
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Art. XLIl.—Extracts from the Registers at Greystoke 
Churchy during the reigns of Elizabeth and the Stuart 
Kings, By the Rev. T. Lees, M.A. 

Read at Melrose^ September 2ndf 1873. 

AMONG the many noticeable points connected with the 
ancient Parish Church of Greystoke, not the least in- 
teresting is the collection of Registers. The oldest volume of 
these, from which I am about to lay before you certain extracts, 
is of parchment, and made up of several portions which have 
formerly been separate books but are now joined together in 
one. This volume is bound in rough brown calf, its length 
twenty-three inches, breadth seven inches, and thickness two. 
It commences in 1559, and closes in 1693. The first portion 
appears to have been copied from older documents, is written 
in a clear clerkly hand, and contains entries down to ]60h 
Most probably this transcription took place in consequence of 
the constitution <^ De Registriis in Ecclesiis salvoe custodioe 
** committendis," made in 1597, by the Archbishop, Bishops, 
and Clergy of the Province of Canterbury, and approved by the 
Queen under the Great Seal, and which notices tne great utility 
of Parochial Registers, and lays down minute rules for their 
preservation. This part is, in consequence of the good writing, 
and the way in whicn the ink has kept its colour, comparatively 
easy to decypher. A considerable quantity of that portion 
which relates to the time of the common wealt his now illegible, 
and some of the pages seem as if they had been subjected to 
the action of fire. 

Parts of the years 1566, 1568, 1595, 1597, 1607, 1620, 
1622 are wanting; and the whole of the years 1567, 1596, 
and 1621. 

Durincf the time covered by this Register,^ many families of 
note in the history of the County were residing in the Parish. 
The Dacres, succeeded by the Howards, held the castle : 
Hutton John passed from its ancient owners the Huttons to 
the Hudlestones, a branch of the Milium fiunily ; Thwaite 
Hall was a seat of the Dalstons; Greenthwaite Hall was 
occupied by its ancient holders the Haltons, and Blencowe 
Hall bv the Blencowes ; while Johnby Hall was successively 
in the hands of the Musgraves, Wyvilles, and the Williamses, 
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ig from these last to the Hasells. A branch of the 

harton family was also resident in the parish. The Rectory, 
too, during the latter part of Queen Elizabeth's lei^n, and the 
commencement of James I's was held by a scion of the 
Lowther family. 

The numerous entries, therefore, connected with these 
ancient families render the volume most interesting to the 
genealogist, and I hope to show you that other contents of the 
book give it a value m the eyes of the general reader of anti- 
quarian taste. As it is intended that, at some future period, 
the whole of my extracts should be brought before the public, 
in what follows, I shall only touch on the histories of these 
families so far as they help to elucidate the particular entries 
I lay before you. 

I select, first, some entries in which the name of the party 
chiefly concerned is omitted. There are many such scattered 
throughout the volume,— one meets us at the very commence- 
ment. 1559, October ^^ Setterday the xiiij^ daye was maried 
Edward of Matterdall and Elizabeth Wilkinson of the same.'* 

156^, Januarv ^^ Satterday the third day was buried of 

Graistoke which spilt himself." This phrase is applied to 
those who committed suicide. We find firom the tlegisters 
that such were buried on the north side of the church, according 
to a very ancient practice. The field on the north side of the 
church IS still called <^the spillers;" and, I presume, from 
this old burial custom. 

157f , March <* Satterday the third day was buried a straing 
woman w<^ died at Penruddock suspected to come firom 
the Dutchmen." Most probably this woman was on her way 
to or from the company of Dutchmen who are said to have 
worked the Newland Fells for copper. Clarke (in his Survey 
of the Lakes, p. 62) was informed that they built a mill and 
some houses near Keswick, which went by the name of the 
^^ Dutch Huts," and where they extracted gold from the 
copper, that they kept their works very secret ; and, as they 
always spoke their own language, no one understood them. 
They staid till the place was not worth the working. The 
mine they worked is still called the <^ Gold Scope," but the 
name ^* Dutch Huts " has, I am informed by a native of the 
neighbourhood, now entirely vanished. 

The next extract relates to the annual celebration appointed 
by king James I. in memory of his deliverance from the 
Gowrie plot. 

1603, 



Digitized by 



Google 



338 Extracts firom the Regisi^s at Greystoke Church. 

1603, Aufl;u8t ^^firydaye the v^ day was comnded for to be 
keapt holy aaye yearely from cessation of laybor w^ ^rin^e 
oi thanks for the kyngs most exceient matye for bis ma^^** 
p'senration and deiirerance from the Crewell Conspiracie 
piactized afz^ainst his mat*** pson in Scotland that t^ oaye of 
August 1600/' 

M either the English nor the Scotch seem to have belicTed 
in the existence of this alleged conspiracy. A modem writer 
tells as that when this Annual Thanksgiving was ordered in 
England and Scotland **the English laughed at the farce, 
ana the Scotch were indignant at the impiety." The holiday 
was kept at Greystoke for three successive years, and then 
seems to have been entirely superseded by the 5th November 
Thanksgiving for James's deliverance from the Gunpowder 
Plot, in the reality of which both nations believed. Under 
November 0th, 1606, we find ^^ The sayde daye was kengea 
holvday, and one sermon by Mr. pson the xl Isaie 2 verse, 
ami there was S' Rychard lowther, S' Xpopher lowther, 
Mr. leonard musgrave, and henrye blencowe, Mrs. blencowe, 
Mr. iancaster, Mr. layton thomas wbarton w^ many others 

.Mr. Wyllm Sysson» and the most part of the men 

in the pish,., at dyvine service " At this time the 

Cbapelriesof Watermillock, Matterdale, and Mungrrisdale, (the 
two former of which had then the rights of marriage, baptism, . 
and burial) seem generally to have taken part in any parish 
demonstration. Their clergy regularly asusted the rector 
and his curate on various occasions, e.g. when the comminadon 
was read quarterly, and the recusants (of whom there were 
many) came to church. 1605, Nov' ** Sondaye the xvii^ daye 
was at the Churche the most part of the pishoners men and 
wiffes, and the Curate at Wathermelock, Matteidayle, and 
Grysdeil and Mr. pson dyd mynister the whole service in 
his owne person and dyd preache fbrenone and afternones 
two sermons, one 2 to Timothy 4 verse, the other 1 of 
Samueil 10 chapt. 22 verse." Tnere are many entries of a 
similar nature to this. 

The next entry I shall bring to your notice introduces us 
to the presence of several persons of note in their day and 

Ssieration. 1609 August " Sundaye the xiii^ day was the 
igbte Reverend father Henry by God's dyvine p'vydenee 
busihoppe of Carlysle at Graistocke Church and dyd 
preache I Cor. 10 diapter and verse iii"^ and this said daye 
was the honourable the laydie Anne Countesse of Arrundell 

"at 
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at Graystoke Caste! I, the lord Wm» Howard and the laydye 

Elizabeth his wyfe, with many other 

the lord busshoppe dyd dyne there* •• " 

The Bishop here mentioned was Henry Robinson, a native of 
Carlisle, who, ** from being a poor sermg child of Queens' 
Coll.,'' as Anthony a Wood tells us^ rose to the dignities of 
Provost of that learned Societv, and Bishop of his native city- 
He is described by the same autnor, as *^a person of great gravity 
and temperance, and very mild of his speech, yet net of so 
strong a constitution of body as his countenance did promise." 
He was a great benefactor both to his College and Cathedral, 
and the brass erected to his memory bv bis brother Bernard 
at the Cathedral is well worth a careful study. One almost 
exactly similar is ako in the College Chapel. The last quaint 
clause in the entry given above seems to intimate that he was 
on good terms with the Countess of Arundel, recusant though 
she was ; and we find that after the death of Leonaid Lowther^ 
or Hudson, (which took place within four months of this visit) 
the Bishop succeeded him in the Rectory, and held the living 
^^in Commendam " till his own death in 1616. 

The <* laydies " Anne and Elizabeth were sbters and co- 
heiresses of the great Dacre possessions, and had married the 
two sons oi their step-father, Thomas Duke of Norfolk; 
Anne taking the Greystoke portion to Philip, Earl of Arundel ; 
and Elizabeth (hence called ^^ Bessie with the brade apron ") 
the Naworth Share, to Lord William Howard. "Belted Will ^' 
accompanies his wife on this visit to her widowed sister. Philip^ 
Earl of Arundel, died in 1595, " non absque veneni suspicione " 
as his monument at Arundel says, after eleven years imprison- 
ment in the Tower, a victim to the jealousy and suspicion of 
Queen Elizabeth. The Earl's death, however, caused no 
amelioration in the condition of his countess, for the Queen's 
hatred was implacable. On his attainder, Her Majesty had 
seized on all his property : and we find in the book we are 
now considering, that Mr. William Hutton heldpossession of 
the Castle here for the Queen in 1597 after the Earl's decease. 
Elizabeth's allowance to the Countess was but £8 weekly ; 
and that so badl^ paid she was often reduced to the greatest 
straits. If she wished to viut London for medical advice, she 
must first get the Queen's permission ; and when Elizabeth 
herself went to St. James's, lady Arundel received notice pre- 
viously to quit London. King James L, however, on his 
accession, restored the Lady Anne and her son to their rights. 
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It was probably to his mother^s influence, who was (like many 
other ladies of that period) a woman of very considerable 
attainments and culture, that Thomas, Earl of Arundel owed 
the taste which he afterwards indulged as a collector of relics of 
Grecian and Italian art. My next extract brings him before us 
in a pleasing light, as paying a tribute of honour to his last sur- 
▼ivinfi^ kinsman of the old Dacre stock. 1634 ^^ Buried 
Randall Dacre Esq^. sonne and heyre of Francis Dacre Esq. 
deceased, being the last heire male of that lyne. wh. sd. 
Randall dyed at London and was brought downe at the charge 
of the Right Hob^* Thomas Earl of Arrundell and Surrye, 
Earl Marshall of England." William, Lord Dacre of Gilles- 
land, Greystoke, and Wemm, died in 1564, leaving issue 
Thomas who succeeded him, Leonard, Edward, and Francis. 
Thomas survived his father but three years, leaving four 
children, George, Anne, Mary, and Elizabeth. His widow 
Elizabeth, daughter of Sir James Leyburne, married afterwards 
Thomas, Duke of Norfolk, who had the children committed 
to his wardship, and the three daughters were married to his 
three sons. Uf Anne and Elizabeth I spoke under our last 
entry. Mary, the second daughter, was married to Thomas 
Lord Howard of Walden, and cUed without issue. 

George, Lord Dacre, was accidentally killed in 1569, and 
left his three sisters coheirs. On this their uncle Leonard 
Dacre claimed the estates as heir in tail male ; but both he and 
his brothers were attainted for an attempt in favour of Mary 
Queen of Scots. Leonard died an exile at Louvaine in 1581, 
and Edward had predeceased him in 1579. Francis is men- 
tioned here. In a letter written by him to Queen Elizabeth, 
from Croglin, in September 1589, (Nicholson and Burn, ii. 
352) he thus speaks of his poverty, and of his son Randal. 
^^ Seeing the case to stand so hard against me, and that I have 
the last penny of maintenance that ever I can make, besides 
the ^eat debt I am in, havine^ no shift now left me whereby 
to live, To beg I am ashamed. To work I cannot. To want I 
will not. Therefore I am forced to seek for maintenance 
where I may with credit gain the same, and have determined 
to employ that little that should have brought me to attend 
your majesty to carry me elsewhere. I have taken my son 
with me, for that I nave left him nothing to tarry behind me 
withal ; and if God hath provided a livine for us we will live 
together ; if not we will starve together.^' The son Randal, 
survived his father but two years ; and, as we see, was buried 

among 
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among his kin in Greystoke Church, at the expense of his re- 
lative Thomas, Earl of Arundel. 

The power of excommunication which during the time of 
Charles I. had been chiefly exercised against the Homanists, 
was, at the commencement of James II's reign turned against 
the Protestant Nonconformist, for on March 29, 1685 ^* Were 
these persons whose names and sirnames are hereunder 
written denounced excomunicate for their offences and other 
their contumacye in not appearing at consistbrye court for the 
reformation of their lives and manners : vizt. John Slee, Jacob 
Relf, John Atkinson, Scoolm' at Motherby and Mary his 
wife, John Noble and Jone his wife, John 1 odd and Agnes 
his wife, Adam Bird and Isabell his wife, Henry Sheapherd 
Mary Todd wid. John Jack and Elizabeth his wife, Henry 
Winder of Hutton John and his wife" and twenty-eight 
other persons. Some of these persons were quakers, and some 

J ersons of immoral character, but Henry Winder, Adam Bird, 
ohn Noble, and John Atkinson were Presbyterians. During 
the latter part of the Commonwealth, Richard Gilpin, M.D., 
the amiable founder of that accomplished family the Gilpins of 
Scaleby Castle, held the Rectory of Greystoke. Quakerism 
was then spreading in Cumberland and Westmorland ; and its 
professors would go into the Parish Church and disturb Dr. 
Gilpin in the pulpit. " Such," we are told, " were their novel 
phrases and cross-questions and answers, that the Doctor 
seemed sometimes at a loss what to say to them." Among 
others, Henry Winder, a yeoman, living at Green-close, in the 
township of Hutton Soyle, was drawn away from the Presby- 
terians and openly joined the Quakers, who placed great trust 
in him, and made him Receiver of all their collections in the 
County. Winder continued among them some years ; but 
being, as he said, disturbed by their ^* jarring and discord, 
secret envyings and different opinions," and especially by 
their views ^s to the insufficiency of Holy Scripture, he and 
his second wife finally left them and returned to the Presby- 
terians who now were removed by the Restoration from the 
Parish Church to their Chapel (then new) at Penruddock. 
In 1673 Winder became the nero of some very curious trans- 
actions, into which we need not digress. 

Henry Winder himself tells the story in a curious tract, 
which is now very scarce, entitled " The Spirit of Quakerism, 
and the Danger of Their Divine Revelation laid open," Lon- 
don, 1696. John Atkinson, John Noble, and Adam Bird, 

whose 
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whose names appear in the excommunication, attest along with 
Andrew Hudlestone, Esq^., of Hutton John, and three others, 
the truth of the narration. Thomas Camm, of Camsgill, 
Westmorland, published about 1700, two tracts in reply to 
Winder, one of which was called ** Truth preFailing with 
Reason against Clamour and Railing." Camm vouches 
over nine witnesses to the truth of his story. To these tracts 
the curious about the squabble must refer. I would observe 
in conclusion that none of these troubles seem to have shortened 
the sufferer's days, for we find in the 2nd volume of the Re- 
gisters that on February 9th, 171^ was ^* buried Henry 
winder, Sen., of Hutton Soyle ; who dyed of a Dropsy in 
the Hundred & first Year of His Age." 

On August 24th, 1653, the Rump Parliament passed an 
act, under which marriages might take place before a Justice of 
the Peace on the production of a certificate from the Registrar^ 
that the Banns had been published by him on three successive 
Lord's Days, at the cloto of the morning exercise, in the 
Church or Chapel, or (if the parties desired it) in the market 
place next to the said Church or Chapel, on three successive 
market days, if no impediment had been alleged. Only one 
couple at Greystoke availed themselves of this, and their 
marrii^e is thus entered : — 165| February ** The 22^ married 
John Cannon younger And Dorothy Johnson Both of Greai- 
stocke by Thomas Langhome Esq. one of the Justices of 
peace for this countv,** By the same Act each parish was 
to elect a person to be sworn and approved of by one Justice 
of the Peace, to keep the registers of marriages, births, and 
burials. This Act was confirmed in 1656, and on June lOth, 
1657, we read ^* Be it remembered that Thomas Atkinson 
was this day aboue sayd swome and Approved by me to be 
the Parish Register for Gristock according to y* Act of 
Parliam* in y* case provided* Thomas Langhome." 

At the Restoration the business of keeping the registers 
devolved again on the parochial clers^man, mlliam Morland 
the restored Rector, and " William Hodgson of little Blencowe 
was chosen Parrish Clarke." 

Of the Visitation of the Plague, which in 1597-8, carried 
off 2260 victims in Penrith and its vicinity, the only mention 
we find at Greystoke is this : November 14tb, 1598 ^^ the same 
dav was buried Margaret Sle a child of John Sle of Hutton 
Jonn w^^ child was suspeeted to dye of the plague." When 
we come, however, to examine tne Register we find that 

though 
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though the average namber of burials at this time was but 
about forty^five per anuum, in 1597 (of which the records of 
the first seventeen days are wanting) there were 182. Hence 
we may conclude that this Parish was not exempt from the 
devastation which was wasting the neighbourhood. Ten years 
previously, in 1587 there were 108 burials. 

When I first undertook the examination of these Registers, 
my attention was drawn by Mr. Jackson, who was similarly 
employed on those of the neighbouring parish of Newton, to 
the prevalence of a great mortality in 1623, At Greystoke, 
during that year, there were 163 burials, or about five times 
the average number. I select a few of the entries: — 

March 27th ** The same daye buried a poore hunger sterven 
begor child, Dorothie the daughter of Henry PattesoD, 
Miller." 

May 6th ** Buried Richard lambe a poor inhabitant of 
Patterdale who dyed in the barne of Willm Langhorne of 
Graystock/' 

November 6th ** Buried Jo: Nicholson the yooee child of a 
poore begger of the pishe of Broughton, w^'^ child died at 
the towne crosse in Graistocke." 

Many of the entries terminate with the phrase <* who died 
of want of means to live." From the registers of St. Bees» 
Crosthwaite, Penrith, Newton Regny, Kendal, Kirkby Lons- 
dale, Crosby Garret, Cartmel, Heversham, and Middletoa 
near Oldham, we find that the death rate during this year was 
excessive, varying in the respective parishes from three to five 
times the usual average. A omnmunicatien from me on the 
subject of this viatation will be found, by those who feel in- 
terested in the matter, in Mr. Stodkdale's valuable History of 
Cartmel, published at the commencenent of the present vear. 
Thomas Saunderaon, in his Guide to the Lakes (1807), is, so 
far as my knowledge goes, the only writer who had previously 
mentioned this subject, and iie aUndes te the prevaknce of tiie 
mortalitv at Keawick only. 

I shall next bring to your notice some miscdlaneous entries 
which will perhap serve to riiow yoa how very varied the 
contents of this old volume are. 

158^ March ** Tewsday the xii^ day was buried one ppofer 
Buekbarrow w^ went about for god-saike.'' The same phxase 
occuis again in 1602 applied to a << poinpe woman,*" both were 
probably licensed begnrs. 

1681 
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\5Si February *^ Monday the v*^ day was boned Robert 
Hodgson husbandman and walker of cloth/* Fulling mills 
were called Walk mills. 

159^ April xiii^>' «* The same day was Christ : Thomas a 
child of one \i'ch. is a spayner at Whytbarrow." This 
spayner was I presume, a person to whom children were sent 
to oe weaned. In the Yorkshire Dialect we find *^ to spane *' 
used for *' to wean " and in modern Cumbrian the word takes 
the form ** speann." Burns used the word in this sense in his 
Tarn o' Shanter : — 

** Bnt withered bel^ami old and droll 
Ringwoodie bags wad tpean a foal.'* 

A friend has pointed out to me that the derivation of this word 
is probably from the Anglo Saxon ** Spana" which Somner, in 
his Anglo Saxonm. Dictionarium gives as meaning <^ Mammoe» 
ubera, the duggs, teats, or speanes of a female, especially of a 
cow."* 

160t January " Wednesday the xxiii'*' daye was buryed 
Wylm browne son of Robert browne of graistock, wd' Wylm 
was hurt by chance w^ a dagger, bv lawrenoe Clemetson 
upon sondaye at nyght before in Cuthbert Nanson's house of 
fi;raistock, and so the coroners quest dyd passe upon him 
before hys buriall.'' 

160| February 12th " This daye two Sermons by Mr. p'son 
one affore none and the other after none and Edwwl Dawson 
taylyor dyd openlye conffess before the Congregation that 
he had aoused the mynister S' Matthew Gibson upon the 
Saboth daye at Eavenynge prayer." 

16I| '« March 8th day. Burried Isabell wyfe of John 

of graistock towne who were married together 61 

veares : and she was nurse to George Earle of Cumberland 
last deceased." This George, Earl of Cumberland, was the 
fieunous sailor, courtier, and champion of Queen Elizabeth, 
and &ther of a hardly less remarkable daughter, Anne Countess 
of Pembroke. The death of his nurse at Greystoke may be 
probably accounted for bv the &ct that his mother was Anne 
daughter of William Lord Dacre of Gilleslaud, Greystoke, and 
Wemme. 

* spane, to wean. Germ., spanm. Low Germ., i|Miiiwii, to wean ; Ang-Saz. 
Sjpana, Old Norae, 4^^ * teat : tee The Dialect of Cumberland, by Ferguion, 
(Robert) p. 183. There is another meaning, apparently obyioni, for a jpc^yiwr, 
nom the word neiy (Lat. 8p<Mdo) i the word tpay onW appliei to female animali 
(see Latham's Johnston's Dictionary) and hence would oardly be the deriration 
of a general professional tenn.-~EDiTOB. 

To 
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To«M vAkO haire to deal witfa the stiff, formal, lifeless registers 
4if the present day, sncb entries as tbe foUowine^ seem strangle. 

iSJ^ February '* Wednesday the xxviii^ day was buned 

fiobt: Gas of Johnby Webster a true protestant and 

jprofsor of dM Gjospell*'' 

1617 Dee. *' S3 day was buried Robt: Amlnrose of Stodday 
a teligiMis anaa." 

1623 Not. ^ 24th daie buried Mr. John Halton of Green- 
huike als. Greendiwait an andent and Religious gentleman." 

1624 December ^ 21^ daye Buryed John Jacke of Berryer 
and an ancient and substantiall housholder." 

1625 March 11th <* buryed Margaret the wiefe of John 
Edmondsonof Motherby towne and an ancyent good wiefe." 

Occasionally the person who has had charge of making the 
entries, records the nickname of the person to whom the re- 
gister relates. I quote some of these. 

159| Maye " Tewsday the xxxf^ day was maried Willm 
Slee called London Will : and Maryon Fearson yong woman 
of Motherbye;" and on June 13tn, 1616 we find ** buryed 
Willm Slee. Alias london Willm. 

1571^ Aprill *< Sonday the viii^ day was buried a pore 
woman of the head of Grysdell called kmgse wiffe." 

157| March " Thursday the v*** day was buried John 
Clemetson of Graistock called the SchoUer.'' 

167i Feb. 8th <' Buried John Atkinson late of Whitebarrow 
otherwise called troublesome John." 

Sometimes too the entries are made in rhyme, I give one 
example only : 

October 25, 1665 

What time brings forth there's none that can p'sage 
John Todhunter of eighty yeares of age 
Married to Agnes Strickett, who's supposed to be 
A Virgin, and her age is Sixty Three 

both of this parish, wch. causes Admiration. 

the like hath scarce been known within this station." 
There are other entries of the same kind during the reigns 
of Charles II. and James 11. ; but as they partake too much 
of the coarse wit of the times, I do not give them. 

There are many other extracts to which I might draw your 
attention e.g. the induction of successive rectors, with the 
lists of the persons then present as witnesses, the penances per- 
formed in cases of incontinence, the numerous collections made 
for such objects as rebuilding churches, relieving sufferers by 

fires 
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fires in various parts of the country, redeeming; captives from 
the Twks, and other charitable objects; but I feel tnat I have 
already trespassed too much upon your time and patience. 
Should, however, my humble enort to-day^ and the excellent 
paper read by Mr. Jackson last year on the St. Bees' Registers, 
induce this Society to turn its attention to the vast mine of 
almost unworked material contained in the various narocliial 
chests of these two counties, the richness of the result would 
prove that neither vour time and patience in listening to, nor 
ours in preparing tnese papers, baa been spent in vain. 



^^\- 



T. WILSON, PKIKTBB, HIOHOATB, KSKDAL. 
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